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If any other inacciiracKS p:\fs through the preis, 
which may fometimes poffibiy happen after care has 
been employed to prever.t it, the reader may expcft 
to fee them duely noted, for amendment, at the end 
of the volume. 

JV. B. Since the following work began to be printed, 
I have met with fevcral objeftors to the very front of 
it, declaring, M. Guion was no Lady, 

Now for the better information of all fuch, as welt 
as iti vindication of the deceafed Author of an auouiil 
of her iifs imd 'jiritiii^s (pubhfhed by him in Engli/h, 
with fome valuable extracts from them, above thirty 
years ago) who has all along given her the fame title, * 
i think it neceiTary here to obferve, that tho' llie hcr- 
lelf, through the whole hiftory of her life, has palt ii: 
over in hlence, as being entirely diveiled of all regard 
to worldly titles \ yet the Fretich editor of her fpiritual 
works, in a note at the beginning of his preface, has 
acquainted the public, that Hie gained this title from 
her marriage, her huiband being one of the Lords of 
the Eanai of Briare, which fupplics a communication 
between two of the finefi: rivers in Frmie, viz. thi; 
Seyxe which runs by Paris, Rmen, &c. into the Etiglip 
channel ; and the Loire which runs by the cities of 
N'vers, Or-ieans, Bids, Tours, /Ingers and Nantz into 
the bay of Bifc/n. The title thus obtained (he tonti- 
iiued to bear to the end of her days. In regard to her 
father, flie docs not teil us his name, nor give any 
otlier account of him thsn that of his piety and virtues. 

MX. Jos I A H Ma b t I n of Lonciafi, whofe memory I cflzcnij be 
i bejievc j;cricrally da fucji a^ were ac<^uainted with iiini^ beii5g 
a man of learning, liumijiiy and fervent piety. 




THE 

Tranflator's PREFACE. 

TH E reader will view, in the courfe of 
this tranJlaiion, the progrefs of a holy pil- 
griiD, not fiftitious but real j a life of no com^ 
mon fort; from its birth upward attended with 
remarkable events, afl'aulted with troubles and 
inured to oppofitions ; a foul filled with the love 
of God; from him deriving, and inftrumentally 
diffufing, a happinefs undefiled, incorruptible, 
unhurt by ftortns, and growing firmer in pcrfe- 
cutions ; enfuring on high its everlafting dura- 
tion, in a ftate of boundlefs perfefbion and purity. 

Of the fundry other fpecles of biography, is 
there any worthy to he put in the ballance 
againft this ? What are ali the adventures of 
the curious, or acquifitions of the covetous, 
but the trivial blaze of a moment, when com- 
pared with eternity f What the fplendor of 
military atchievcnients, but the detelfablc ha- 
vock of the deftroyers of mankind ? What th-e 
dark intrigues of rivals, or profound politicks 
of ifatefmen, however fuccefsl'ul ? Are they not 
generally incompatible with our Lord's golden 
rule, of doing unto all mm as ine would defire 
them to do unto us ? What the inventions of art, 
effuiions of wit, or elaborate productions of 
human induftry ? They have their reward : 
But in a narrow limit. Their encomiums may 
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fpread around this globe, and tint is tlicii- 
wideft circle, WJiuE the highclt elevations on 
earth, but tottering, or llippery, pinnacles ? 

Sltch are the fnbjefls, and the )ives, which 
engrols the greedy attention of a great part of 
mankind. Faffing by the principal point un- 
regarded, as it prefents no pleafing entertain- • 
ment to a viciated tafte, they therefore prefer 
lying vanities, tho' at the conftant hazard ol 
being fatally deluded, and drawn down by them 
to the habitations of their miferable vidims. 
No attainment is fafe and happy, but that oi 
the foul wliich, thro' every obflacle, arifes to 
the obedience of the laws and diiflates of its 
Creator, to be fitted thereby for endlefs com- 
munion with him, and with all that are his, 
in his blifsftil and glorious kingdom. 

The following narrative affords a fliining in- 
ftancc of one who attained it. Tho' her lot, in 
a dark and arbitrary country, lubjeftcd her to 
many great difadvantages ; Yet, thro' faithfiil- 
ticfs to what it pleafed God to difcovcr to her, 
ilie appears at length, in purity of heart, to 
have furraounted them. This gives room to 
hope that her memoirs may prove of valuable 
fervice to many, an inftruilor to the ignorant, 
a monitor to the negligent, a confirmation to 
the pious, and a confolation to the afflicted. 

Especially fuch as, either in a Angle or a 
married ftate, meet with heavy croffes and dii- 
appointments, may be likeiy to relieve their 
dejctSion, and receive frefli encouragement, ot 
the beft kind, by tracing her fteps in life ; 

wherein 
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.vherein they will fee, that flic wifely^ applied 
her whole heart to * lay qjide every weight, and 
the fins ■which had ea^ly befit her, to run -with 
patience the race fef b'ejore hr, looking unto yfus 
the authm- itnd finificr of her fattb -, -who, ,or the 
m that was fit before him, endured the crofi, 
defpiling the fhame, and is fet dm-n at the right 
hand of the throne of God. 

• Hence the moft unreafunable harddiips with 
her took the bed: turn ; as, under the direitir.g 
hand of her redeemer, they became the means 
of her greater fanaification. 

An abridgment appeared more proper for 
publication than her whole account, becaufe 
llie feems to have deligned it at firft for private 
rather than public ufe. The fame things, from 
her earncrt defire to inculcate them, are rather 
too often repeated. Often alfo occur little in- 
cidents not fo material ; aiid fuch as peculiarly 
belong to that church of which (lie was a mem- 
ber. Often (lie makes long digrclFions. I ha\e 
placed fome of them at the foot of their fcvcral 
pages, in a fmaller type. Some other remarks 
arc alfo in like manner inferted, as in thecourlb 
of the work, they occurred to 

The TRANSLATOR. 

Extrad 



1-kb. 13. I , z. 



( vi ) 

Extraa from the EDITOR'S 
in French. 



Prep 



TH I S preface is long. It begins with 
obfervations on perfons leiit of God, to 
communicate to men his eternal truth ; and 
how the devil oppofes theni with all his forces, 
railing a terrible outciy againft them, with per- 
fectttion on every lide. 

It reprefents lady Giiion a perfan fo fent 
of God J as he had rendered her foul pure from 
every interefted view, every felfiflt aim ; her 
fole objefls beiiig his honour and the fal?ation 
of mankind ; the many fouls converted to a life 
of holinefs, through her etficacLous labours, 
being the fea!s of her miniftry. 

It intimates what torrents of abufe were 
poured out agaitift her, not otily from the cor- 
rupt part of the people, but from the violent 
prejudices even of fome of the better fort ; like 
thofe of the Apoftk Paui, who, in the days of 
his mifguided zeal, exerted his utmoft efforts 
in perfecuting the chriftians, and thought he 
was ferving the caufe of God therein ; then 
adds, " No fooner had the author's writings 
" made their appearance, than fuch as candidly 
" perufed them were fully convinced that they 
" came from God, and tended to the falvation 
" of fouls. They could have no doubt of it, fo 
" long as they regarded nothing but God and 
" his glory : But when the enemy, by his teinp- 
" tatioiis, or the artifices of his agents, turned 

theif 
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• their view from that point, to other objefls, 
' feveral fell off; fome of whom have been 
' recovered, while others have remained fo 
' deeply rivetted in their alienation, as to oppofe 
' with all their might the very truth which 
' before they had relilhed, and to ufe their 
' endeavours to caufe to be univerfally decried 
' whatever could come from that fourcc, as 

• poifon which every body ought to be on their 
' guard againll, 

" By fuch means the writings and labours of 
' Madam Guimi, for a pretty long time, had 
' been thought to be entirely cxtinguiftcd. But 
' God m.ade the very perfons, who dcfigned their 
' fiippreflion.inftrumental to their revival. For 
' betide fome of her papers, v/hich they com- 
' municated to particular friends, the works 
' which they publiil-,ed, occafionally, havin!- 
' paffed into Jorejgn countries, excited the curi- 
' ofity of feveral, even among perfons of high 

■ rank, to penetrate farther into an affair which 
= had lately made fo great a noifc. 

" Teiis engaged them to enquire for her 
writings, and to read without prejudice fuch 

■ as they could find. They were touched with 

• them in fuch a manner, as to endeavour to 

■ difcover, and to pubhflt for the glory of God 
and the good of fouls, as many of them as they 

^ could meet with. Some German and Englijh 
Lords and others, not content with bare read- 

' ing, having heard that this Lady, f nee the 
death of her greateft advcrfary, had been dif- 
charged from her hard imprifonmcnt, were 
refolved to make her a vifit. To them (he 

confided 
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" confided the hjftory of her life, writ and re- 
" viewed by herielf, acquainting them that it 
. " was htr intention that it fliould, after her 
" deceafe, be publidTcd, She even gave her 
" manufcript to a Nobleman amongft them, 
" who was returning to England, mid who has 
" it at this time iii his poffcffioo. She died 
" &t Biois, the 9th of June 1717, in the 70th 
" year of her age. 

II « j'j- \vas judged requlfite no longer to delay 
" this publication, being a copy taken, and care- 
" full V reviewed with her own original man ukript, 
" ill order to draw out that !ig!)t which had not 
" only been pui unr^er a bvjhel, but hid under 
" heaps of horrible flanders, fcandulous fabJcs, 
" ridiculous florics, and all forts of maiiciotis 
" artifices, to flrike into every one the utmoil 
" averfion thereto. Even the very f religious, 
" who ou^ht to have better governed their ton- 
" guce, far from uttering calumnies, feem to 
" have joined in tbem with plcafure, as we :j: fee 
«' in the anonymous author of the life of a late 
" biihop, who has filled almoft a whole chapter 
" of his work with fcveral fuch falfe and fcan- 
'• dale us fables. 

" Here it will be feen that the words and 
" writings of this chofen foul, far from being 
" of the number of ideal produdions, the ftudics 
" of human wit, which generally give nothing 
" but barren fpeculations and lifelefs images, 

are 

• Her own hirtory of her Jife Wf.s printeil three years after her 
death, viz. in 1720, at Cnlngtte, in Qtrtntmy. 

+ By fif }-f%ri7w/ is mesnt friars» nuns, &c. 

J Book Ilf. Chap. 4, of the life of the Biilrop of Gincva, 
printed at Lptiij 1697. 
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" are lively and experimental realities, and divine 
" truths, coming from afoul who, dead to itfelf, 
" and to every thing e!fe, had paffed into God; 
" and had been furnillied by him with extraordi- 
" nary gifts, for the communication of them to 
" other fouls for whofe falvation he was pleafed 
" to employ her, after having prepared, her for 
" it, and confecrated her to himfelf, by the 
" purifying trials and the daily croffes which 
" attended her life." 

N. B. Thus much of the Editor's preface in 
French, which contains about thirty pages in 
Oaavo, appeared to the Tranflator to be fuffici- 
ent ; except one piece, which will be duely noted 
farther on, in a place which fcems to be the 
moft proper for it. 



The French edition is divided into three Parts (compriztd 
in three OBavo volumes, cmtainiiig each near 300 fages) 
the Tranjlation therefore is like-wife fo divided. 

PART 

I. From her birth 'till her leaving France. 
ir. What befell her while out of France, and 'til! She 

got back to Paris. 
HI. Her life and ogcurrences after her Return. 
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CHAP. I. 

T^J^f-OD^^CTlON, fetring forth that God 
JL builds h]s great works on. N O T H I N G. And 
that men muft br fo reducej, to be fit for the o-racious 
dciigns of thsir Creator. 

II. Her birth, and moft dangerous tnaladies aft-r 
it.^ At four Years of Age fhe goes with the Diitchefs 
ot Mmtl/afin to the BemdiBims, where Jlie wijlies for 
martyrdon:, A digreffion of Advice to mothers. 

III. .Good education under the care of an elder 
finer. Her interview, at her father's iiotife, with the 
Qiieen of England, cmfort to King James II, She 
daily offers her brrakfaft, hiding it beliind an imafe of 
the child Jefus. She falls into a. fink, in great dSi"er 
ot penflimg in it. She goes with a nun of the order 
ot St. Bommck into her convent, where (he fares 
hardly, and from, thence after foraetime returns 
home. 

IV Her elder brother being her mother's darling, 
Ihe, little regarded, undergoes great hardfiiips. She 
grows tall and beautifu!. Several fuitors, afliinc- her 
fathers confent for her, are refiifed A t-eport eiven 

%^ L '■«'^"°''' SO'"g on a miffion to the Indies, 
affeds her much. The turn <rf her heart to God 
and diljgent application to every dntv. She conceives 
an eager defire to be a nun, 

V She attends her father in his ficknefs with a 
rfutiful zeal. A goodcoulirris of fcrvice to her Cha 
rafter of her motlier. An excurfion into the country 
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revives her youtliful Vanity. It alfo gives her a fond- 
refs for romances. Advantages of inward prayer, and 
the fatal barm fuftaincd through its negledV. 

VI. In obedience to her father, fhe enters with a 
heavy heart into a married ftate, in the fixtcenth year 
of her age. She meets with great and daily mortifi- 
titiors, from the temper of her liufband (who was 
twenty-two yejrs older than Ihe) of his mother, and 
on unreafonable waiting maid impofed or her by them. 
She lays alide romances, and returns to her duties. 

VII. She dilcouffes on the iifcfiilnefs and neceiTity of 
ter fufferings. Her firft pregnancy. Death of her 
good fifter. She writes down her (lips and faults in 
order to avoid them. Some great loffes occafion her 
hiilband to go to P,wis. After fomc time ihe sroc-s to 
him, and falls dangerouDy iil there. '^ 

Vm. Death of her mother. Firfl: a great Lady, 
afterwards a kinfman of hers, (peaks to her of ptayer 
^d the prefenceof God : After which a religious man, 
from a five years &litude, is inftrumental to make her 
find God within heilVlt; with wonderful effect • bein^ 
Ihe beginning of her lifting convcrfion. " 

vifions '*™^'''" °" fpi'^wal txtafies, raptures and 

X. She dreffes wounds, and gives remedies to the 
fick. The word of God has its effcft in her heart, 
without the mediation of words. Going to e-nbrace 
an opportunity of getting indulgences. Ihe finds a flop 
Wi her own mind thereto. Slie bids farewell to plav£ 
dancing, divcrfions, &:c. ^ ' 

XI. When going to cotifefs, divine love in her foul 
renders her unable to do it, by drawing her into a pro- 
fotwd filence What purgation ilie had to pals through. 
A view of the doftrine of purgatory. 
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Xfll. Unreafonablc and outrageous behaviour of her 
waiting maid, and of her hufband, She makes ha- 
waiting maid a prefcnt for it. Miraculous condufl: of 
providence in her favour. Her firft acquaintance with 
Genevieve Granger ; who proved of good fervice to her. 
Her continual inward attention to God in the fpirit of 
prayer. 

XIII. She becomes unable to fay her cuftomary 
vocal prayers. A journey to Paris. Her regale at St, 
Cimid ends in remorfe. Her difcourfe with one who 
had been a beggar, on a bridge, 

XIV. She accompanies her hiifband in a journey to 
I'mraine and Orltsm, meets with a vile confefior. 
G. Crsnier encourages her in piety. 

XV. Averyaffefting chapter. She and her three 
children are dangerouny feized with the final 1 pox, 
her hufband at the fame time confined in the gout. 
Death of her younger fon. Barbarous cruelty of her 
mother-in-law. Violent conteft betwixt her and a good 
natur'd fiirgeon, who wanted to fape JVf, Gd ion's life, 
by timely bleeding her, 

XVI. Her waiting maid endeavours to hinder her 
from going to her worfhip. Her mother-in-law con- 
tinues to thwart her. Her prudent anlwer to her father 
tJiereupon. Her inattention to fights and founds. 

XVII. Her hiilband building in the country, ihe 
attends him. How Ihe was favoured of God in her 
endeavotirs to get to places of worlliip, as aifo to fee 
or hear from G, Granger. Her fon, encouraged by 
her hufband and mother-in-law, treats her with a rebel- 
lious infolence. More of troubles from her htifband 
and motlier-ln-law, 

XVIIL Her firft acquaintance with Father & Caaiiif, 
Converfioa of him and of three of his order. Her 

crofles 
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crt>ffe5 .t home continue. Her great chanty ro the 
poor. 

XIX A grievous malady. A journey to Pa™ 
Death of her father. Early piety of her daughter, and 
her fudden death. 

XX Converfion and ftability of the governefs of a 
town, who had wanted her to go to tlie pUy. A jour- 
ney with her hufband. Birth of a fecond Ion. Death 
of G Grttmtr. Mariiaire of her brother at Orkms, 
attended by her and her hulband. She, thro dii^me 
direftion and affiftance, ieaionably defeats a mancious 
>uid deep-laid plot, defigned to ruin her hulband. 

XXII. Birth of a daughter. Death of her hulljand, 
after they had been married twelve years and four 
months. She regulates all affairs; which, thrtr Ins 
long indifoofition, had been left in great confulton. 
She finiflie'b a complicated affair, which is referred to 
her, to the fttlsfaftion of all parries. She determines 
not to leave her mother-in-law, nor to part with htr 
ill-temper'd vtaiting maid. 

XXTIT f Accounts of her inward condition abridged. 

XXIV. Infoknce of her waiting maid. Perrccution 
from a difgufted ecclefiaftic. 

XXV. Confiderablc fuitors offer to her, but in vain. 
.She falls ill to the la(t extremity. 

XXVI. She is bafcly and unworthily treated by fonie 
of her mother-in-law's relations. She and her mother- 
in-law re-united. In her abfence her mother-in-law turns 
the waiting maid out of doors. 

XXVI I. The benefits of the obfcnrc path of pri%'a- 
fion. Geneva prefented to her, as the phce to whicii 
!he tnuft remove, to attend on, and to ierve the divine 
commands ^^.^^^,^ 
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.^■^-^"'■' T''^ ^f^P^ "^'"'S'^' *™''' ii J'e!' inward 
-condition, and m her p.rfrauors who now acknow- 

for her ' ^ ^"''"' ""'''^ '''"'' '''i^'^ ^"=«' 

_XX[X. Remarkable occiirrerce at Paw. A Ds- 

to the Bifliop of Gekeva at Pam. Being cai&med 
.^ Hs bang her d.ty. fherefigns herlelf to gofo ^7^,7.! 

3CXX. Her motlier-b-liw's great afFeaion for her ■ 
ollri r h'""" '™'f'."l'° alerherdepartce d^ 
whf L ? ^ -''' ?'".'^ "'™'='^ '" '"""dry infta,ic.s. 
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I. St. Terefi, written by herfdf, by order of Ijer di- 

reftor : TranQatsd fronitfas High Dutch 
..St. Fr^,d. ds Sain, Bi(hop and Prince of Gen^^. 

from the French. 
3- A comparative view of the lives of St. T^kes.i and 

Lady Guiow. 
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Preliminary Obfervations, 

By the TRANSLATOR. 



D^xfriED ve 



BRITONS and PROTESTANTS: 

Defigned to obviate fach MifapprehenJkins, as otherwife might 
hs too readily conceived, 

SOME, perhaps at the very firft, may be forward to 
cry out, " What a Papilt !— Krprefcnreda fervaM 
"ofChrift, aSing under his commiflion! — A Fopifli 
" woman tQO ! — Away with it." 

I would requell thefe, if I could interpofe a few words 
timely, not to be hafty in judgment; not to condemn 
without deliberation. It was a fiery zeal in the Jc-ws 
againft Chriil iiimlelf, which caiifed him to be lb haftiiy 
condemned to die. 

As I would gladly remove every fliMmbling block 
from tlie thrclhold, and open the way to a profitable 
perufalof the folluwing excellent life, I fhall give due 
eonfideration to the two obje£tions here ftartedT 

I. As to the firft, let it be remembred, that the apoftles 
of Chrift, after they had lb often heard the dodrincs 
of his kingdom from his own tips, and beheld his won- 
derful works; after they had been fent fonh by him, 
and wrought wonders under his commilTior! ; had beca 
witnelTcs uf his refiirreftion from the dead, and afcen- 
fion into glorj'; had been favoured at thefeaft of Pen- 
tecoft with the miraculous efFulion of the Holy Ghoft, 
and in confequence thereof railed up into eminent Ser- 
vice in the convcrfion of tlioufcnds ; vet bv all this did 
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not lofe their Je-ivifi prejudices, refufing :c eat what the 
law had prohibited, as common or unclean. How care- 
Jui then fiiould we be to lodge fome grains of allowanae 
for the prejudices of other fervants otChrift, who have 
been alike fincere and devout in his fcrvice ! 

Theapoftles retained a veneration for the ortJinances 
and precepts of Mefes, 'till an extraordinarj' vifion was 
feen neccflary to wean them from Ic. By this Peter was 
prepared to vifit Corndius and his houfehold ; which 
to the others appeared a heinous offence, 'till tlie ac- 
count he gave reconciled them to it, and made them 
rejoice on behalf of the Gentiles-. So ought every true 
chriftian to rejoice on behalf of fiich of rhe PapilVs, as 
liave faithfully followed Chrift, what way foever he 
was pleafcd to lead them. Even fucli as, through his 
great favour, gte more enlightened %voiild do well, 
in a moderate frame of mind, ro refpefl; them : For 
tho' they don't fee fo far, or fo clearly, they are triicly 
valuable if faithful to what they fee. 

In foffle things it pleales God to reveal what, when, 
and to whom he fees meet: And, when revealed, fide- 
lity is required. Probably France might not yet be 
duely prepared for fuch a reformation as England has 
been bled with; and not worthy of it. Let Brilons 
then, who love the chriftian religion, from reading the 
following life, karn the more to prize the privileges 
which kind providence has rendered their birth-right. 

We are afliired by divine authority, " that God is 
" no refpeiftcr of perfons ; but in eveiy nation he that 
" feareth him and worketh rlghteoufnefs is accepted 
" with him." * Tho' papifts in general are dark, fiiper- 
ftitions and cruel; yet feme few there have been even 
among them, dejlitule, ajJSliei, tormented for righte- 
oufnefs fake, ef xvhcm the "world waj not worthy : -)- And 
fuch undoubtedly was M. Gmon. 



What 
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What book of divinity, after the bible, is now nwire 
in life among chriftians of all denominations, than'tbat 
of 'Thomas a Kemph, who was a ftricl member of the 
church of Rome i" And what is the reaibri tijereof, but 
that his lines are found to be lively and experimental, 
edifying, and fuiting the inward concern of every true 
chriftian ? But on this fubjeft I forbear to enlarge, as 
in the following flieetswe diall meet with others of 'the 
like good fpirk with him. 

It IS true indeed that this lady-retained a veneration 
for the rites and Inflitutions of that which (under the 
deep impreflmns of a ftria education in it} flie eftecmed 
to be the only truecatliolic apoftolic church : ihe there- 
fore thought it her duty ro be exemplary, zealous and 
conftant, in the pious obfervance of them ; Yet flie 
both fiw and fuffered by the corruptions and abufes in 
them, and in their rainifters, priefls and confcflbrs. 
Wliat renders her memory honourable, is the dedica- 
tion of hcrlelf to ferve Go<,l in p.uriiy of heart and life, 
durmg a courfe of fifty y<-ars, viz. from the twentieth 
of her age to the end of her days. The reader may 
find, for his own encouragement, that her devotion to ■ 
her Creatorbecame fixed, and continued immoveable. 
He may obftrve a progreflive advancement in chriftian 
experience, in the fimplicity and fpirituality of the 
gofpel ; a growth of ftature and fti-ength in the divine 
life; an exemption from human or ftavife fears, in, the 
midfi: of imminent dangers, both by fea and land; far 
from Ihrinking.when the fwciling floods of perfecution 
rofehigh, and beat vehemently againft her, a readinefs 
to meft them, a holy truft in the regard and all-fuffi- 
ciency of her God, a willingnefs to fuffcr in and for 
his caufe; and therein a patience, peace, and joy, which 
brought the fure evidence of the divine fpring from 
whence they flowed. 

I would not therefore have any to make fo light of 

thefe moft weighty matters, as, merely becaufe lire was 

born and lived a papift, to treat her life and memory 

C with 
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with contempt, as this is what the worft of papifts vio- 
lently, and the generality of papifts ignorantly, luve 
done,' why Ihould any protcftants think it bed to fmi- 
tate their praftice herein ?* So much for the firft ob- 
jeftion. 

11. As to thcfecond, allow nie to obferve, that far too 
many have entertained an tmreafonablc prejudice againft 
the female fcx. As proteftants profefs to form their 
judgment of divine things, by what is laid down in the 
faercd records; if we infpeft them, in the old tefta- 
mcnt we find fome of the females honourable, and pro- 
pofed for patterns in their condua to fiitu,re genera- 
tions ; fome of them elefted of God for prophetcffcs ; 
and one of them, viz. Deierab, both for a judge and 
» mother in Ifracl. 

Again the prophet Jed was favotired from Heaven 
with a certain forefight, that God w<>u!d pear eat of his 
fpirit en altfiefii young and old, male and female -, that 
from hence hoxhftins and daugbters fiimild prsphefy, fccl 
Some indeed are for confining the accompiifhrnent of 

this 

* A friend of rnin:, in 2 letter to me on this fabjea, writes 
llus, " It is really attended with edification, to obfcrvc How true 
" piety may flourift), iho' growing op witli tares of fupeiftition, 
•' &c. [ own, my mind is, ifl thtm gr^ijj together; § lell;, whili^ t]ie 
" tares are pludted up, tiic com ihould be damaged i and divine 
'< providence is well able to preferve the fincere hearted from fuf- 
■< lainjng any barm. I have often thought the Almighry might 
" permit Lady Goiok to be blinded in fome things, not elFential, 
*' in order tliat fi^e might be the more ufeful aitiongft her owii com- 
"munity; if fo. the fame good end might be anfwered in one 
** nation, as well as another. 

" I hare many ycii^ been in poffeSion of, snd well acquainted 
f -ividi, all that Lady's works i and have earneftly defircd in my 
•< heart they might wear an Englifh drefs.-I doubt not butdmne 
** providence will give its fanAion to what fo eminently difplay* 
" an inward' vital fpirit of true godlinefs, that muii recommend 
" iifelf to all Wifdflnl's children." 

f Joel iL aS. 
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.-, oredialon to the memorable day of pentecoft, 
mSlt ly^fter our Lord', afcenfion : But " pre- 
""Tfuc a lintitation of it, the eminent apoft e Pet^ 
rtthatttme, expreffed himfelf to , the people .n thde 
f' i " Tl e promife i. ™to yon. and to your chil- 
« dTen 3.nd to all that are afar oiF, even as many as 
« the Lord our God fhallcall."* 

Purftiant hereto, it pkafed the Lord, both amon| 
the converted Jews and Gentiles, to d,gn.fy fome ot 
tl fcma efex, and to authonze them to aft under hts 
commimon. 'P^p the evangehft and deaconjad four 
dau ohters who were prophetelles.f The apoltle ran I 
fn Ms laft chapter to the Rm^m, names feveral women 
who wetelainfs, and laboured in the Lord, as Pr,fcll., 

{piftle toVhe Corinthians, chap. «. S- 6, he direds 1 ow 
women, ^hotr^ovprothefi, Ihould condua themfelvcs 
Tn the exercifi of thofe gifts. What he mt;ans in this 
epiftle, by fnpbefying he explains, chap.xiv. 3. to be 
fyeakim unU mm to edification, and exhsrtstien, and cem- 
fert In his epiftle to the Calatinns he writes chap. 111. 
28 that male and female are ont in Chrifi Jefiis. In his 
epiftle to the Philippimn, chap. iv. 3. he fpeaks very at- 
feaionately of women who hbourei wth him t« the gej- 
ptl All this very evidently fcews that, far from de- 
grading and defpifing that fex, we ought highly to 
Ifteem fuch of them as have, with an ardent, exem- 
plary, unihaken fidelity, devoted themfelvcs to the fcr- 
vice of their Creator, Such an one dotibtlefs was the 
elea lady, to whom the apoftle Johii writ his fecond 
epiftle. And as the celebrated Abbe Fenilon, Arch- 
biiliop of Camiray, who with fine talents joined a deep 
humility, and a fervency of love to God and mankind, 
honoured both the life and the doflrines of Lady Gu loM , 
fo far as to fuffer difgrace for it; at leaft it laid the 
foundation of that charge againft him, on which was 
grounded the order of the King of France for his ba- 
, c 2 rulhmeni: 

• Aa>ii. 39. f Aflsxxi. 8, 9. 
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nilimeiit from the Court;* this, I hope, will add Ibmc 
weight in her favour, as they were fcllow-fcrvants of 
God, anJ fellow luftercrs in his caufe.f 

All thefe obfcrvatbns I think, if duly attended to 
will be a full anlwcr to every hafty zealot, of the Icimi 
above hinted at; and I hope may ftiffice to remove, or 
at leaft help in ioine degree toward removing, ths two 
arorelaid prejudices, 

III. As this is a religious traft, an account of a re- 
fined chriftian, led by Chrift her Lord in a fin^ular path, 
and farthful to his guidance in it, it had been more 
agreeable to me if writ in Lolm (like Thonm a Kempi/i 
book) than m French; for this reafon, that the Latm 
with the other ancient languages retain the uncomipted 

finiplicity 

• [ mtend in an appondii to tie third part to r.-r^ a brief ac- 
count of the life of the faid .^irchbiAop of C^,,i„j,, as ,he Inter 
part of It n'aaft mncli conncfted with that of Lady GutOK. 

t In order to degrade worthy women, fome advanCE two expref- 
SonsoftheapoUk^,,^,', by him dellgncd as cautions to the un- 
WDrlhy, 

The lAis ia 1 Corijith. y.1,. 35. 3;. .. Let your women Iccep 

Wence 10 the chiitcWs^and if they will learn anything, let 

thein afk iheir hulbands at home." It manifeilly appt-ars in this 

very chapter, thai cootemions and confujion had Mired into the 

ConoUiiaii churche, , ,0 which difordcr fome forward loquacious 

women had cootnbutcd not a litile. He i.Hcr meant itto oppofc 

what m the fame cp.Iile he ad,;re.,, of women praying or prophefy. 

ing, ris, 1 Cor, 11. ;. nor to difcoqrage tholb cscsllciit women 

whom he fo much efteemed, iiho, in the right order and nnitv 

had laboured with h,m In the gofpel. Rom. x,i. and Philip, i,. y 

The 2d is in i.Tim. ii. n. " ( fuftir not a tvoman to teach, 

aortoufurp authoiuy o.er the man, but to be i„ f.kncc." I 

ilnk every impartial CQufideratE pcrfon iimll unanimou fly allow 

ens 10 be good counfel. Modelly and a proper regard to the ftbor- 

■linalion of the fes are true and ftlid ornaments of the females ■ 

And all nrorpaiioo of authority in them, over the men, carries 

wth tta„ryd,raErecable afpcfl ; as it is evidently not right: 

But ,1 ,s undeniabk that Chnft (whofe fpirit is not to be limited 

hytho creature) m.ly pre,-.ch to =, by fuch whom he ha, prepared 

grit: whether males or females, as they are both one in him. 
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-■ V :„. cf ttldrcrs ; whereas a iitnWt adulation, often 
ti^ wi.h S^l^ood, hath fiowed.nta the M 
^d the other tr^odern langviigcs of Enropc; the d^f- 
^'aionof firguliir ntimbcr to one and of plural to 
^"o?e is hcreb^y partly loll She. writing u, hrc.ck 
X thefe alterations: Yet let not any readers think 
Lifs of tier for it, but charitably conlider the preju- 
dices inherent to her, from her education, fituation 
and connexions in life. And further, thtit flie had 
not found it required of her to dcfiil from, and endea- 
vour to break through, that impropr-i-iy ; to reftore the 
life of fpcech among men to its original fncerity and 
purity. Where Ihe accofts her fellow-creatures, her 
own ftylf. <"" manner of addrcfs, is given; a tranfla- 
tion being properly the turning of her own language 
into EnglijI.'. But as Ihe in this refpeO: goes on futther 
to addrefs tlie Mo.lt High in the fame ftyle and man- 
ner; and as that is what has not yet been admitted in 
Enllip^ fand I hope never will) I have thought bell 
to render it conformable to the propiiety and iblcmnity 
of the Englifh manner of addrefs, in prayers and thankl- 
oivings to God, Where fhe expofes her own faults, 
as often Ihe does, I (ball think it my duty to expofe 
ihemalfo, for that caution to others which Hie intended 
thereby. 

IV. In the church of Rems pcrfons are obliged to 
have, or to chul'e, fome ecclcfiaftic for a director, or 
fpiritual guide, in relation to matters of faith and du- 
ty; to whofe irtjunflions a ready and punaual obe- 
dience is required. She thought jt her duty to give to 
others an example of fubmiffion herein : And it appears 
to have been entirely in obedience to the command of 
her direftor, that (he (v.dien advanced in age) writ the 
following hidory of her life, and introduced into it 
more minute particulars than otherwile Hie would liavc 
done; becaufe he had enjoined her to omit nothing,* 
not even the fmallcft matters fiie could recollect. 

* F>-eep.t the deia'l of her fins, fsaring probably, from her, fuch a 
cauloj^ueoftlicm C5 w::Bldi;ive him no pteafure to pciufc-. 
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Being the INTRODUCTION. 
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Addre^^ed, by her, to he. D I R E C T O R. 
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C INCE you require me to write you the whole feries 
O of a iii'e fo extraordinary, fo fruittul of pains and 
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trials of patience, a; mine has been, I am wilhng with 
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all my heart to obey your order, tho' to mc the ta(k 




1 
1 


appears painful in my prefent condition, which admits 
not of much rcfleftion. I could wifli extremely, that 
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it were in my power to convey into your foul an ade- 




'■ 


quate idea of all tixe goodnefs of God to me, and the 
excefs of my ingratitude ; But it would be impofGble 
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for me to do it, as well becaufe you defire me not to 
be too particular in enumerating my fins, as becaule 
I have tbrgot many things. I will try however to 
acquit myfelf to the bcft of my abihty, relying on 
your alfurance of never cxpofing it, and that you will ; 
burn it when God fliall have given it the effta he 
intends for your fpiritual proSc, for which I would 
gladly facriEce every thing ; perfuaded as I am of^his 
defigns in regard to you, both for your own fanclifica- 

tion, and that of others. „ 

But J 
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But at the fame time I afftire you that yoii will never 
attain thereto, e.cept tluouph m.ch pain .nd ZZ 
^nd m a pacliw.dely different from your expeftattn 
Nor w,a you bo ri,rp,i2ed thereat, if once convinLv! 
that G«d does not eftablifli his g^ar works ITLt 

^''J"'''2- i' f™^ ''- he^'ftrTy n od r'to 
bmld to the end that the temple, whichhe defcns fe 
hnnfdt having been built up wich great ponfp and 

majr b. n fiich manner fleftroycd as that there iraJ 
tion miift ferve for the Holv Ghoft tn ft., M'lruc- 
«hiol, mall be built by hisoVn po;ero'^:' '^^'^ 

Oh that you could comprehend the depth of this 

God t nwal^dt, inks, bin h,d frm, ths «,/, W^rrJ 
of the world, who .maginc themfelves to be the lSg[ 
counfellor., capable ot penetrating the depth of hi. 
w ys ; and to have attained that dfvine wifdL, wh h 
s \htd frm the e}-e, of alt living, that is of li rh 
f Itve to themftlves, and in thdr own ^'orkf ■ Id 
kepicUpf ,t,j^^^l^ .^;,^ "l^^ is, from th™fc 

who by the vivacty of thdr inteilea,, and tl" force 
of their eWation, mount up to heaven; and thn^tto 
fohorn th. height, depti,, breadtl, ^nd eS^.t ^i 

This divine wifdom is unknown even to thofe whn 

of .ts fame and renown. Ti. tlien in dying to everv 
thir^, and to all regards thereto, m order to pafs L ^ 
God, and to live,, him .lone, that one ha, CcZ 
ptehenfion of true w.fdom. Oh how little are Z 



• Matth. jiKiv. t. and Luke m. 
Luke J. 2,, iijob. ^„ij; j,^ jj_ 
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ways known and the conduct flie holds over her 
choiccft fervants ! Scarce dties one difcover any thing 
thereof, but, furprized at the difference becwixc tlie 
iruth thus tiifcovercd and the ideas formerly enter- 
tained, luch an one cries out with St. Paul, " Oh the 
depth of the knowledge and wifdom of God ! How 
unlearchablc arc his judgments, and his ways p,ilt 
finding out." * 

He judges not of tilings as men do, who csUggsdevH, 
and eiiil gmd, and ivho regard as great righteoufnefs 
things abhorred in his fight, and which (according to 
the propliet) are in hi.i eftimation but § as filthy rags. 
Thcfe principles of Jelf-righteoufnefs, like thofe of the 
Pharifees, will meet with nothing from him but wratli, 
iar from beir.g the ohjcfls of his love and fubjefts of 
his recompences ; As he afftircs us himfelf, f " iixcept 
" your righteoulhefs exceed that of the Scribes and 
■*' Pharifces, ye Jhall in no cafe enter into the kingdom 
" of heaven." Whicli of us has a righteoufnefs that 
comes lip any thing near to that of the Pharifees, and 
in doing lefs good ha.s not more of oftentation ? Which 
of us it not pleafed to be righteous in otir own eyes, 
and in thofe of others, and to think that fufficlent to 
fatisfy God ? Yet we may fee the indignation which 
our Lord, as well as his fore-runner, manifefted agalnft 
fuch forts of perfons. He who was the perfect: model of 
tendernefs and meeknefs, yet itich as was deep and 
came from tiie heart, not that affected tneeknefs, which 
under the form of a deve hides the heart of a hawk, 
conftantly treated thofe felf-righteous perfons witli au- 
ftcrity, and fcemed to diflionour them before men. 
The colours in which he reprefented them appeared 
ftrange, while he looks on finners with mercy and 
love 5 protefting that for them only he was come, that 
it was the fick •w&n nitisd a fhyfidan ; and tho' the fa- 
viour of Ifrai?, he only came to Jave the hfifeeep of thi 
heufe of Ifrad. % 

D Oh 

. *Rom. xi. •53, § Ifii. \\\i. (,, f Mattli. v. 30. J: Matth. 

^^ tl. [2. 17, 
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Oh love! it fcems thou art fo jealous of the falvatioti 
thyfelf gives, that thou preferreft the finnet to the righ- 
teous, the poor flniier who, leeing in himfdf nothing 
but mifery, is as id were conftrained to liaie himiejf. 
He cafts fiimfdf, as otlienvife loft, into the arms of 
his Savjonr, plunges with faith in the facred bath of 
his blood, comes forth while as laosl, and all full of 
!ove for him who, alone able to remedy his mala- 
dies, has had the charity to do it. The more enor- 
mous his crimes have been, the more he loves him -, 
and his acknowledgments are fo mtich the ftronger as 
the debts remitted have been greater ; while the righ- 
teous, buoy'd up with his good works as he prefumes, 
feems to hold his falvation in his own hands, and 
regards heaven as a recompence due to bis merits. 
He exclaims againfi: all finners, in the bitternefs of 
his zeal, reprefents the gates of mercy as barred to 
them, and heaven as a place to which they have no 
right : While he thinks an admiffion into it the more 
fecure for hinifclf, as he appears in a higher degree 
to have merited it. His Saviour is in a manner ufe- 
lefs to him, he is fo loaden with his own merits. Oh 
how long will he bear the flattering load ! While thofe 
fmncrs, divefted of every thing, fty on the wings of 
faith and love into the arms of their Saviour, who 
freely gives them what he has infinitely merited for 
them. 

In the former how much love for themfelves, and 
how little for God ! They blefs and admire themfelves 
in their works of righteoufnefs, which they eftecm as 
the caufe of their happlnefs. Thefe works are no 
fooner ejcpofed to the fun of righteoufnefs, than it 
dilcovers all their iniquity, and makes them appear as 
fordid as the mifchief which they do to the heart. 

St. Paul afliires us that the faith of Alreham was im- 
puted to him for right sottfnsfs. This is truely beautiful ; 
For it is certain that that eminent Patriarch did all 
his aflions with very great righieoufneis ; and yet he 

did 
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c , .l„-ii, as fuch. Being entirely free from 

^;^C^d^ft"^ne.forhiso^naa,on.|^fa^ 

; J J „n rhf faivat on to come by Chntt. lie 

Zf ;; to, ™ «^«-«/ >"P^ '■'/''/•• And .«. ™. 
bipa '» "" ? . rithumfmfs, t viz. a r.ghteoufneis 
'"^(ille arid genuine, merited for him^y Chrift. 
LT; '^LZti.r.uh^^ by himfelf. and regarded 
as of himfelf. 

All this may apoear a digreffion, very remote from 
the fubieft I propofed at firll to write upon ; But it 
will help to guide yon infenfibly to it, and let you fee 
that God takes, to accomplilb h.s works in, either con- 
verted finners, whofe pail iniquity may lerve for a 
counterpoife to their elevation ; or perfons in whom he 
totally oveiturns their felf-righteoufnels, and temple 
raifed by the hands of men, works built on the moving 
fand, inftcad of being founded on the living ftone 
Jefus Chrift. All that he came into the world to 
eftabliUi is cfFefled by the deftruaion of the very things 
he dellgns to build. He eftabliflied his Church m a 
way that fcemed to dellroy it. What a ftrange way \i 
it of eflablidiing a law, and giving it a fanftion, when 
the legiflator is, by the chief teachers and powers of 
the world, condemned as an infamous malefaiflor, to 
a reproachful and cruel death ! Oh were it but enough 
known how oppofitc to the defigns of God felf-righte- 
oufnefs is. it would be an endlefs liibjedt of humilia- 
tion, a diftruft of all that is reded on as our only 
fupport. 

This being premifed, it will be lefs difficult for you 
to conceive the defigns of God, in the favours he has 
conferred on the moft miferable of creatures, favours 
of which I had rendered myfelf very unworthy. From 
the fupreme love of his own power, and a juft jealoufy of 
the honours which men pay to other men, on accoitnt 
of the good which he places in them, it has pkaled 

him 

f Rom. iv. iS. It, 
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him to take the moft unworthy objeft that ever wa.s 
to make known that his graces arc the eftias of his 
V " "":^;'^ ^'■"" "^°"^ ™™^ •• 'hat it is th? property 
of us wifdom to ddhoy what is proudly buik, and to 
bulk! what IS dellroyed, to ma.ke uk of -^mk ibinri 
U imfmyid the mighty, and to employ in his fervicc fuch 
as appear vile and contemptible. 

This he docs in a manner fo aftonifhing, as to ren- 
der them the objeels of the fcom and contempt of 
all creatures. Jt is not to procure them the appro- 
bation oi men, that he makes ufc of them for the 
lalvation of ttiofe fame men; but to render them the 
objefts of thor dinike, and the butt of rheir infults ■ 
as you wdl fee in the narrative of ttie life which you 
nave ordered me to write. 



CHAP. n. 

T ^i^ born,* as I have been told, on Eafter Eve, the 
A I3ch oi April 1648, but roc baptized till the aitli 
of May, for the rcalbns which follow. My parents 
made a very high profeffion of piety, efpecially my 
father, who inherited it from his anceftors ; for in his 
family they reckoned almofl: as many faints as perfons 
who compofed it. I was born before the due 
time i for my mother, from a terrible fright, was de- 
livered of me in the 8th month ; at which time they 
(ay, ns almoft impoffibk for a child to live. I had no 
fooner received life than I had like to have loft it, and 
to die without baptifm. I was carried to a Nurfe 
When there, my fatlier received the news that I was 

dead 

• She was born at NmiaygU, a town in ilic piovmcc of Ortmmi,, 
Irtty miles footh from Park. Hsr Name was fE4NE MIRIR 
BOtJVIERS DE LA MOTHE GUIOM, t.fc=„ f^Sl fe^l of 
Her family, to preftm ihsir memory, according to the cuttom of 
people of quality in lliat country. 
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dead ■ at which he was much affliaed ; But foon af'er 
me'flen'Jer arrived, inform ins him that I had given 
foine rien°of life. He then took a Priei^ and brought 
him to me himlelf ; but on his arrival he was told tliat 
the fK'n of life I had given was only an expiring figh, 
and that I was ablblutely dead. The Pncft returned, 
and my father alto in the utmoft diftrefs. 

This held fo long, that, fhouM I tell it, it would 
appear incredible. Oh my God, it feems to me as if 
thou permitted a conducl lb lingular toward me, in 
order that I ftiould become the more fenlible of the 
greatnefs of thy providence over me, and of my being 
indebted to thee alone for my falvation, and not to 
the efforts of any creature. Had 1 died then, I had 
perhaps never known or loved thee : And this heart, 
created for rhee alone, might have been feparated from 
thee, without ever having been united to thee. Oh 
thou who art the fovereign felicity I That there now 
reinains to me the confolation of having known ihee, 
of having lived, fought, and followed thee, of having 
facrificcd myfelf in the ftrength of pure love to thee, 
with every thing in any wife appertaining to me : That 
1 have, with a heart full of gratitude, fought thy ho- 
nour, gloiy, intercfts, and not my own : That 1 have 
loved ail the chaftifemcnts which thy juftice direftcd, 
and hand inflifted, or ever fhall in3i£t on me, fo as to 
join on the fide of that juftice againft myfelf; ail this 
is owing to thy free grace and goodnefs. 

Thefe alternatives of death and life were fignal 
omens of what was to befall me \ one while dying by 
fin, another while living by grace. Death and life 
had a combat', but life proved victorious. Oh might 
I but hope that, in the conchifion, life will forever be 
viftorioos over death! Dovibtlefs it will be fo, if thou 
alone live in me, oh my God, who arc at prcfcnt my 
only life and my only love. 

Upon examining the caufcof thofe continual fwoon- 

inas. 
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ings, :hey diicovered, at the iower part of my bacfc 
an impofthiimc of a prodigious bignels. I hid inci- 
fions made in it ; and ib great was the wound, that the 
Surgeon could put his whole hand into it. So lurpri- 
fing a malady, at fo tender an age, was enough to have 
put an end to my lift : But, as thou waft willin<r to 
make me a fubjea of thy grcateft mercies, thou didft 
not permit it. Out of that impofthusne, thus kid open, 
came fuch frightful corruption, as I have been told, 
that I liave thought it an emblem of my fpiritual ftate| 
and of the method of cure which niy Saviour has ufed. 
-Scarce was I freed from this ttrange malady, but I wai 
leized with a gangrene; iirft on one thigh, then on the 
other. My life icemed hardly any thing elle than a 
complication of maladies.* 

At the age of two years and a half I was, for a 
ftiort fpace, placed with the Urfulinsj. After my re. 
turn home, my mother, who was not very fond of 
girls, neglected mc too much, leaving me to the care 
of women ftill more negligent. In the mean time 
God proteaed me, elfe I had perilhcd : For, thro' 
my extren-.e viracify, 1 was frequently fsUing into one 
accident or other, 

I was four years of age when the Dutchefs of Mont- 
bafon came to the Benediffims.f As there was a great 
friendrhlp betwixt her and my father, (he entreated 
him to place me there, becaufe I gready diverted her. 
Here I faw none but good examples: And as I was 
naturaily difpofed to goodnefs, I followed it when I 

found 

* Her conftitiitloji was all along fo tender ni delicate ; Ker 
poor liody piined and weakened with dilkmperj fo frequent 
various and violent ; fo often reduced to the laK extremity; that it 
appears a miracle, from the hand of God, that her life, tliro' .ill 
the defperate attacks on it, was prolonged to its fereuticth year. 

fUrJnJinei^ Ben^idiiaj Dmiuicant, &f. are, amapg Roman Ca- 
tholics, religious orders, fo tilled in hononr of St. Vr/uJa, Biae^Hl 
Dmink, Sec. The houfc of the VrMinrs was a Nonocry, and 
bcMe that, a Semiciry for the tuilion or edncation of yoono 
maids i in which office fame of the Nuns were emplojeii. 
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the habit of a little Nan. 

One day imagining the frightful notions, which had 
been given me of Hell, were only defigned to intim,- 
SteSe, beca«re 1 «as_ active and fpnghtly ; 1 faw 
that nieht, in a dream, lo frightful an image of Hell, 
that tho' but a mere child, I never forgot it. It 
apijearcd to me a place of horrible darknels, where 
fouk were tormented: My place was (hewn me there-, 
which made me weep bitterly, and cry out, " Oh ! my 
God, if thou wou'd, in mercy, only grant me fome 
days of lite, never more wou'd I offend thee " Thou 
granted me them, and withal a courage to ferve thee, 
which furpaired my age. I wanted to go to confefs, 
without faying any thing of it to any body: But being 
fo little, the miftrefs of the boarders went with me. 
She was furprifed to hear me begin with acculing my- 
feif of having entertained thoughts contrary to tite 
faith. The Ccnfcflbr, fmiling, afked me " What they 
weref" I tpid him that "I had doubted of Hell; 
but that I now doubted no longer of it." 

After my confefTion I felt in myfelf an incxprcffible 
fervour, to that degree that I even wilhed to endure 
martyrdom. Thofc good girls, to divert themfelves, 
and to lee how far this rifing fervency would carry me, 
bad me prepare myfelf for it. I prayed to ihce, my 
God, with ardour-, which being both new and delight- 
ful, was an afitirance o{ thy love : Tt gave mc courage, 
ant! made me more eagerly defire that martyrdom 
might be granted me, that thereby I might go to fee 
my God, The girls had no fooner fet me on my 
knees, on a cloth that was fpread, but, feeing a great 
cutlafs lifted up behind me, I cried out, " I was not at 
liberty to die without my father's confent." They faid 
then, "I fhould be no martyr; and that I only made 
thit excufe to free myfelf from it." And indeed it 
was true. However, I was after it much afflifted. 

My 
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My confolation left me; and fomcthing rcproaclied me 
that I wanted courage to go immediately co Heaven. 

From this houfe I was foon afrer removed, on ac- 
count of my gi-eat and frequent JndilpolitioES. Beino- 
now returned Jionie my mother, little regarding in^ 
Ii!t me to the care of domeftics. From them!°otiH 
learn nothing but evil, and contraft a familiarity with 
it: For fuch was my difpolition that good or evil 
examples attrafted me. When I faw good done I did 
it, and thought not once about any thing contraiv : 
But when I law evil done 1 was too prone to imitation 
and to forget the good. My brother being the great 
darling of my mother, nothing in me could llie fee but 
faults, and yet omitted the proper care to reform thoii. 
Being too much left to myfelf, I was cxpofed to a 
multitude of dangers. What defeas or wrong habits 
I had, were llich as would ealily h^ve been remedied, 
had ! been under any proper care. I don't remember 
that at that time 1 did amifs in any thing, except iji 
faying a number of pretty littk things, as ! thought, 
to divert thofe abotrt me. Keeping myfelf at a dif- 
tance then from my mother, as much as pofllble, I toot- 
pernicious liberties, and contraftcd bad habits. One 
day my father caught me at piay with fome children in 
the ftreet, in ftlch a way as ill fuited my rank and 
qmlity : So much was he moved at the fight, as he 
tenderly loved me, that, without faying a word to any 
body, he immediately took me to the Urfalmts. 

Id this chapter file mnkea a long digredion on the defea of duty 
in mothers, who neglee^ tkdr children, efpeciallv daughters ; who 
don't duelyfecsp them under their own eye, endeavouring to in- 
ftrutS, and infpire them with an early love to piety and virtue ■ 
felting forth the fata! confequenccs of fuch negleft j and hovv 
many, by tiiMns of it, become quite loS, who might othenvife 
have been like Angels on earth ; Alfe, on the injudicions condudl 
of fuch as keep their children, with themfelves, too long at their 
devotions; overcharging them with a food which they caonol yet 
relifli, and which their tender flomachs are too weak to diocft i 
v/hich creates in them fuch a difguH for it. that, when it won% be 
proper for ihem, they run off and avoid it. Like birds in a cage, 
as foon as they find any opening they fiy out, and return no more. 
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SK, ,10, obfcfvfS that fomc others deviate into fuch an ^xtrcn.., 
II .vhole days at their devotions, whiJ= they leave thuir 
V h,.rs*oore. to ru« imo all forts uf Unguarded and ofteiif.vc 
daugn ^^^ ^^ What is ihe good of iuch iicrifice as ocea- 

f ^nrSaufty r Lei theai, /^yf p'. take dae care of their diugK- 
treat them as fil^eia, and ixiake them fond of their prefcnce, 
•"ftcAd of fhunninfi it : So would they prevent the CDurfe of diibr- 
Iwj- and tbteie daughters, becoming morhersr would educate 
rS children as thuy had bten educated thcmfelre?. She then 
MrncIllV prcffes au uniform conduft to be held over cluldren, 
in order to keep up an afte^lionate union amunga them; obferving 
that the anjiift partiality and pref*:rence of fome over others often 
caufe a jeafoury and ibcriit hatred, which incrtafewiih their years, 
and continue as long as life- Ht-*v many do we fee, the idols of a 
huufe, who treat their brothers Or fillers as Haves, after the exam- 
ple of the fathers and inathcr>, (ill the idolized brat becomea tht 
fcourge of the parents, and the poor abandoned child their only 
confoffttian 1 No more fiiould any think of forcing their children 
iaio conrtDts, and of facrilicipg fome to exalt others; Thereby 
would be rcinoved the enormities of the cloyfters, btcaufe then 
thers would no more be any but pcrfons called of God, and whofe 
vocation he would fupport -. Whereas thefc perfons, who make the 
vocation of thtir children, are the caufe of their defpair and ruin, 
fay the irrecaacilcitble haired which they retain agaioft their 
brothers and filters, who arc the innocent caufes of their temporal 
and ctcrnaJ mifery. *' Oh parents, what regfgn have ye to I'tjve 
them thus ? This child, i&y ysj is the difgrace of human nature." 
For that ytyy reafon yt ought to love and pity it the more. 
Perhaps ye are the caufe of if 5 difgrace: Increafe then yout 
charity to it. Or it may be, God lus given it to be the objcft 
of your compaffion, and nnt of your hatred. Is not i"uch child 
fufticiently alHifled to fee liimfelf deprived of the natural advan- 
tages which the oihers poffefs, without your augmenting th&t af- 
-littran by your unjull and cruel procedure? The child, whooi 
ye defpife, may one day prove a Saint; and perhaps that gtber, 
whom ye hug, may turu out a Reprubate, 
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I Was then near {even years of age. In this houfe 
were two half fitters of mine, the one bj' my father, 
the other by my mother; for my parents had both been 
married, before they were to each other. My father 
recommended roe to tlie care of his daughter, who I 
think was one of the moft fenfible and religious of her 
time ; and the moft proper to tutor young girls. 
This was for me, oh my God, an effed of thy 
providence, and of thy loye, and the tirfi: means of my 
iaivation ; for as flie loved ii?e roueh, Iicr affliction 
made her dilcovcr in me many good qualities, 
which m thy great goodnefs thou hadft implanted 
in me. Slie endeavoured to cultivate them. I 
believe that if 1 had continued in fut;h wife and 
good hantls, I fhould have had as much virtue, as I 
have lines contraaed of vicious habits. 

This good fiftei- employed her time in inftriifling 
me m piety, and in Inch branches of learning as were 
iuitable to my age and capacity. She had good 
talents, and improved them well, was frequent in 
prayer, and her faith as great and as pure a.s moft. 
She denied herfeif every other fatisfaftion, to be with 
me, and to inllrua me : Nay fuch,was her affeaion for 
me, that it made her find, as fhe told me, more plea- 
iore with me than any where elfe. 

If [ made her agreable anfwers, more from chance 
than judgment, ihe thought herfelf well paid for all 
her labour. In fliort, under her care 1 foon became 
miftrers of molt things fuitable for me, iniomuch that 
many aged perlbns, of fome ranlc and figure, could 
not have anfwered to the things which I did. 

As my father often fent for me home to fee me, 
one time I found the Qtieen of England there. I was 

then 
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- i,f w<-ars of an-e. My father told the 
'reen-rco^l^or Xtff h°e .^ll. liale a.ule- 
Snt he .ni-ht entertain himfelf with me and pro- 
^und toe^cineftions to mc. He tried me w,t, 
& verydikcult ones, to wluch I returned inch 
rrtincnt anfwers, that he earned mc to the Qtieon, 
S^d faid to her, " Your Majefty miiil- have fume iver- 
fion with this child." She allt) tried nrfe ; and was fo well 
plcafcd with my lively anfwers, and my manners, that 
flie demanded me of mv tatlier with no Imali impor- 
tiinity, affiiring him that ilic would take parncukr care 
of me, defigning me for maid of honour to the prm- 
cefs. But my father refilled fo far as to difoblige her, 
Doubtlefs it was God who ciufed his retufal, and 
thereby turned off the ftroke which might have proha- 
bly intercepted my falvation : For being I'u weak as I 
was, what could I have done at court, but be quite 
loft there ? 

I went back to the UrfuUms, where my good fifier 
continued her affcaiOn. But as Jhe was not the mif- 
trefs of the boarders, arid as I wa? obliged fometimes 
to go along with them, I coritraiSted bad habits ; I 
became addifted to lying, pccviflinefs and indevotion, 
pafling whole days wicliotit thinking on God-, tho' 
he watched continually over me, as the fequel will 
manifeft. I did not remain long under tlie power of 
fuch vicious habits ; for my fifter's cares recovered me. 
1 loved much to hear of God, was not weary at church, 
loved to pray, had tendernefs for the poor, arid a 
natural didike for perfons whofe doctrine was judged 
unfOund -, having fucked in, with my milk, tlie purity 
of the faith: And God has always continued to mc 
that grace, in the midfl: of my grcatell infidelities. 

There was at the end of tlie garden a little chapel, 
dedicated to the child Jefus. Thither I betook myfeif 
for demotion ■, and, for fome time, carrying my break- 
faft thither every morning, hid it all behind his image; 
for I was fo much a child, that I thought I made a 
E 2 confiderable 
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confiderable facrifice in depriving myfdf of it 
Being alio delicate in my choice ot food', I wiflicd cu 
mortify myfelt'; but found fclf-iovc flill too ptevaleni 
to fubmit to llich mortification. After this when they 
were cleaning out this chapel, they found belnnd the 
image ivhat I had left there, and preicntiy gucffed that 
It was [, as they had feen me every day going thither : 
And God, who lets nothing pais witliout a reconi- 
pence, foon rewarded me with intereft for this little 
infantine devotion. 

One day my companions, who were big ojrls, to 
divert themielves. went to dance over a deep pit 
which ferved for a fink to the kitchen, and a common 
fewer to carry ofF the filth. It was deep, and covered 
with boards for fear of accident. When they retiret! 
] wanted to imitate them; but the boards broke under 
me, and I fell into the frightful sroiite, yet hanging 
by a little bit of timber, in fuch manner, that ] was 
plunged in the filth, without being ftifled with it- 
i fignre of the inward ftate which I had to undergo! 
when in the horrible pit, which I was unable of myfclf 
to get out of. iBut God, in his goodnefs, preferved 
me in each, and brought me out of them ; defiled in- 
deed for a time, but not deltroycd ! I was at the gates 
of death, and yet death ivas not permitted to have any 
power over me. What lupport had the little flick 
been, on which 1 reded, if the adorable hand of my 
God had not, at this critical junflure, fuftained me ' 
But for that, undoubtedly it had foon broke I cried 
out with all my might. The boarders, who faw tne 
faii, infliead of running to my help, went to alarm the 
fifters of Che houie. Thefe lifters, concluding I wa.5 
killed, ran to church to apprize my filter, who was 
then at prayers. She immediately prayed for me, and 
(after having ipvokcd the blelied virgin) came to 
me half dead ; but was not a little furprized, 
when ftie faw me, in the mire and filth, feated 
as on an eafy chair. She "ailmired that goodnefs of 

God, 
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God, which had fupported me in fuch a miraetilous 
manner. 

I continued Tome time longer with my filler, where 
1 retained the iove and fear of God. My life was 
eafv ■ I was educated agreably with her. 1 improved 
much in the time that I had my health ; for very often 
was 1 fick, and feiied with maladies as fudden as 
uncommon : In the evening well, and in the morning 
fwcllcd and full of blueilh marks, fymptoms of a lever 
which loon followed. At nine years of age, I was 
taken with ib violent a fit of throwing up blood, that 
they thought 1 was going to die; and by it I was very 
much weakened. 

A littie before this fevere fir, my other filler became 
jealous, wanting to have me in her turn. Tho' fhe 
led a good life, yet Ihe had not a talent for the educa- 
tion of children, I may fay, that was the period 
of my happincfs in this houfe. At fitft llie carefied 
mc much ; but all her carefies made no impreflion on 
my heart. My other fifter did more with a look, 
than flie with either carefies or threatenings. As flic 
faw that I loved her not fo well as the other, Ihe 
changed her fondling to rigorous treatment. She 
would not allow me to fpeak to my other fifter ; and 
when file knew I had fpoke to her, llie got me whipt, 
or elfe beat me herfclf. I could no longer hold otit 
againft fuch fevere ufage, and therefore requited with 
ingratitude all the favours of my paternal fifter, going 
no more to fee her ; Which yet did not hinder her 
from giving me marks of her iifual goodnefs, in the 
great malady I mentioned above. She kindly con- 
ftrucd my ingratitude to be rather owing to my fear of 
challircment, than any bad inclination : And indeed I 
think that was the only time, that this fear afted with 
fo niuch force on me. 

My father, being informed of all that paffed, took 
Bl? home again. I was at that tiine near ten years of 



i6" 



The life of 



Part I. 



age. I iiayed only a little while at home ; for a mm 
ot the order of St. Bmimc, » of a great famil)', aiid 
one of my father's intimate friends, lollicited him to 
place me in her conrent, of which flie was the prioixl^ 
promifing flie would take care of me herfelf, .uici 
molce me lodge in iicr own chamber; for tiiis lady f- ,d 
conceived a great affctlion for me. But (lie wm 'la 
much taken up with her community, in which linny 
troublefome affairs fell out, thar ihe was not at liberty 
to take much care of me. Here I had the chickni- 
pox, which made me keep my bed three weeks, in 
which I had very bad attendance, tho' my father :>iid 
mother thought I was under excellent care 'fiit- 
kdics of the houfe iiad fuch a dread of the fmall-pox 
as they imagined mine to be, that they durft not C'^■rc 
near me. I paffed almoft all the time without leeinr 
any body, but ahy-fifter, who only brought me my 
allowance of diet, at the f« hours, and then immedi- 
ately went off again. I providentially found a bible in 
my chamber, and having both a fondnefs for readiiitr 
and a happy memory, I fpenr whole days in readim it 
trom morning to night, and learned entirely the hif, 
toricaf part, Yet I was really very unhappy in this 
houfe : For the other boarders, being big girls, pla- 
gued me with very grievous perfecutions, °J w'as Jii 
mtich neglefled, as to meat and drink, that I ft-11 
away, and became quite emaciated. Several other 
croffes I had, which were hard enough for me to bear. 

CHAP. 

• HavmjinenlionK! three RomilH Saints, viz, USsiila, Bcke 

I'^'^L-i!;! ■ °'""""' ' ft^'l I'M £"•= a. b,kf fummary of 
iJicir hiffoiries. ' 

I. OijvtA, ™ tlie daughter of ^ Prince of G™, .S,,v„,>. 
/lto»„,a,S„m„ General, bciig fainted Eraptror Cin the ytar 
382) fay hij army in GV«? Brkmn. crolTed the ch;innel into L^l 
(or f «»„> m order to eftflbliih histhrone, and difpoffefi the EmiKrar 
twf^' , " '^edition C™, a Sriiijb Prince, f.gnaiized 
mmlelf. Ift rreompsncs of lis favices Mufimt, gave him the 

government 
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* PTFR having been here about eight months my 
-aT;;f.ht^'^tie.fer 11. r.l preferred.. 



g„v.rnn,ent of ^™,.V. or Br.^ m^-- ,?S.n^hf. 
^'i " tfj-iu^nt^^^i delirrXat ihe would bri.g 
'■°d?Vr ^i^tyyoang "i^en ., fto.ld be billing w accompany 
bfarASadors^-rc weU. received 1 and the faid Punceft. 
with her compiniom, took Ill.pEins at i«Wm- 

The fleet which conJufted then was In 1 ftorm caft UFOn ihe 
.JtJnJ^T They ntadc lul a port « the mon-h of the 
S/1, andfmm theni fdvanced ..ward Cl^«> on the SW 
The W»".. t at that rimo fighting for G.«u^, obfc,.ng thefe 
v«niU to belong to the Brii^s iejr e.iom«. attacked and wot. 
then. Tho barbarians would have forced the women. But &/«&. 
eriaiiting lier companions rathor 10 die tlian to fofftr ttar honou. 
19, be t&ned, animated thorn to malce foch a rclinaoce, that the 
rillEiuis, beiDKdifappo;nted,!iaibaroaay mairacredtlicmal, Ih.s 
vwsin 183. The number of the, viiginsnilo is not certainly agrecti 
UBOn. Tradition had reporttd eleven ihoufand. Bet archb.aop 
UJb!,; in his AiaiquiHii cftki Briulh Chunhn, confutes that idle 
flbry. 

The coBEregafion or comrannity of the Ur/uHnii, made up oj 
yonng women and ividon's, whkli follow St. Ai«>«f'a rule under- . 
bifliops, was Sril inJlituted \rf jl^lf Btffi in /rWj, and the lollitn- 
tion approved by Pope Gr^jor, XIII. in 157Z. Jt was afterward 
founded in f raM^ in 1 6 1 1 . The firft monitery of this naraa there 
was thrt of i'am, after which followed many olbcf* of the fame 
name in that kingdom. II. Benedict 



t Thcfc Ham, by the nccoonts tranfmitted of them, appirar to 
have been a nioft frightful fet of favages. They inhabited the 
raarilies about the Pa/«j Math (or fca of ififVl a country which 
fcems all along to h.-ive been famous for barbaroes inhabitatiB, 
being at this day the fem of the djficts, and Tnnan, who live 
much on liorfe Helh and mares milk, and are verj' cruel when rhey 
can and dare be fo. Tliey are at prcfent brouoht under the power 
or the j;»j5rM,. The 
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brother, wj.ich was fo vifible, that evurv onp fnr y , 
it wuh diflike, tor when I ^L fkk, .Jn^^t^i.t:;' 

thing 

*<t.y, about 480. This order »= ;, ; .k ^' "'v'> -^ town in 
in i«/, in iz,,, and „a, canonised bv Pon. G.«»^ lY '^ 

s,i. rfjii^wy^jH^ s rule, and hU own COlSfllNirinni Hm n -r 

/■-.,„, C„...,„ .„d /,^^. Tlefc two bodi« .f m.n' dS,^' 

iliejiireJves 



AaI T ^'P'ttcnds ih= g,enKll part of AA„, ^i^b 

S Df fl*^ ■ "J"''^ ."'">' ""=">' di.ftro,,=d, 'till W,^,„ 

rhl ft. »nd d.ipolieffed them. WriMrs cell as 0/ ife «,,/ 

tha they ,vcre com.nually o„ Wfc back, ,vKnher eating. trad^Tf' 

rp* f i u 1"*""' ^'■™'' '""^ ■"•>" wii'lite nations Duttin, 
w.™ Sto:! .' "'' '\' ''Vr °f '^'i' countenance, " thft t" f 
L&d m 7 ; "ikarneti, k„e«, nM the names of tetters, Zi 
Lied to dtvrne by the ejitrails and veins ot beqli,. 
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nr hIw.. conti^dly giving me new vex.aoM 
lit-alcli- rr^ " mount upon the top of ttic 

""\''^ h^.: Th ti" nX h/ threw tne down o. 
r^^r'd^: 3:d ly t^eM l «^ b«tfed. At o.I.« 



--^""eS^ef ^"^K= ?z^r:^'^c^^> ti^:^ 

"'■''"H'lr.fe ^I and vallies^f PW»,»/, where their defcenJanr. 

perfecutcd* 

IV At^esi.TlKB, twice mentioned above, ivi! bero at T^gaA in 
tf.LuL',, mMl'riJ) it. Jy>'"- He taught rhetone there and 
fftrr^ard a "if A whie it is faid that hearing St. A^ir,J> archtalhop 
ef Ji;,/o», he imbibed the principles l^f the Chria.an religion, m 
,87, being then thirty )e.r. of .ge. Three year, after he was 
aniai»ed prlell of if.Wo (now £»«.) a town on tl.e coaft of the 
kingdom of ^4««, and in 395 eleaed biihop thereof. He died 
in 1,0, in the 76th year of his age. ' The y^«M, at that t.tnc 
be(iegingHi>«toolcitj yet fpared the dead body, wntingi and 
library of this faint. The Popes and learned men cf hu time 
Mnfulied him, and Bnce his death his memory has ioeeti mach 
refpeaed. 



•The /'ao/a/jwere as indent peopleoflhs Norlh-caft ai Girmiuei 
on the coaft of the Baliic fea, from whence they (jiread ihejnfclves 
fonthward even to Jfrha. They were Armi, and fusion! perfe- 
cotors. The ^Ha,, h called from Arim their founder, afferted 
the Word, or Son of God, tti be inferior to the Father, and to be a 
creature, yet created bcfote all other beingi. This heiefy was 
condenined in the firft council of Nat in 321. And yet it became 
the reigning religion in the Eafl. It was carried into Jftka under 
the ^dflrfflA, and into 4y^rt under the GsrK C^n ancient people of 
iiemanyj who dwelt along the banks of the Vi/ula, as far as the 
mouth of chat river at Danii^ki) whtj often paffed the Dannie, antl 
mads terrible incurJions into feveral JJiaiti regions. Alfo Jiafyt 
Cm/ and Spain became deeply infcHed with. yjri£f:(/m ; but having 
reigned there thirty years with great fplcndor, it funic almoll all at 
otice ; tho' of late years foir.e hare been found to attempt its 
revival. ^ The Ariafu thcmfeives were divided into a great number 
of parties, under difecnt denominations, who ntuiually son- 
detuned each other. 

F 
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times hs beat me : But whatever he did, however wronr, 
was winked at. oi had the moft fwourable con" 
ftn.aion put upon it. This conduft foured my cc-ti 
per: I had little dirpofition to do uood, ravin<T "t 
'' was never the better for it." It wa= not the°n for 
thee alone oh my God, that I did good ; fince I ceafed 
to do It, when It met not with fueh a reception from 
others as I wanted. Had I known how to make a rmhc 
life of this crucifying conduit which thot, he!d over me 
I lliould have made a good progrefs. Far from turn- 
ing me out of the way, it would have made me turn 
more entirely to thee. With iealous eyes I looked on 
niy brother, feeing the wide diflerence made betwixt 
him and me. Whatever he did, he always did well ■ 
but the blame of all ftll on me. My filters by the 
mother made theit cotirt to her, by careffing him and 
falling foul on me. It is tme, I was bad ■ I was re- 
kpfedtnto my former faults of lying and peeviftnrfs. 
With all thele faults, I was very tender and charitable 
to the poor prayed to God affiduoufly, loved to hear 
any fpeak of hira, and to read good books, 

wilT furpnze yti-a : But what follows Will furprize yoii 
much tnore, when you will fee thofcmanners of actin-r 
gather ftrength with age; and that rcafon, far from 
correfting fuch an unrcafonabie procedure, ferved oniv 
to give more force and latitude to my fins. It feemed, 
oh my God, as if thou poured out thy graces on me, 
;n proportion as my ingratitude increafed There paffed 
in me what paffes in the fiege of cities. Thy arace be- 
fiegcd my heart, and I thought of nothing bu? defend- 
ing It againft thy atcacks, redoubling eve^ day my ini- 
quities to hinder rhee from raking it. When it feemcd 
as if tho.1 was going to be viftorious, I erefled coun- 
terbatteries, and threw up ramparts to flop thy eood- 
no& and repell the force of thy favours. There was 
nothing lefs than thyfelf, oh my divine love, to breal 
them down, ,vho by thy facred ijre was ftronger than 

deatli 
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death itfelf, to which fin H^ brought m. fo often over 
and over. 

I cannot hear with patience any one who fays, "We 
"ie not free to refi.t grac^-",. J have made too long 
^nrfatal an experience of my iberty I c lofed up all 
ihe avenues of my heart, that J might not lo much as 
faear that fee ret voice of God, which was calling me to 
bimfelf I have indeed, from my tendereif youth, 
DaHed thto' a feries of grievances, either by maladies 
or by perfecutions. The girl to wliofe care my mother 
left me, in drcffing my head ufed to beat me, and did 
not make me turn it but with rage and blows. Every 
thin" fcemed in concert to piiniili me. My father 
knew nothing of all tliis ; for his love to me was fuch 
that he would not havcfuflered it, I loved him much, 
but at the fame time I feared him, fo that I told him 
nothing of it. My mother was often teazing him with 
complaints of me, to which he made no other reply 
than, "There are twelve hours in the day, flie'U 
" grow wifer." This rigorous proceeding was not the 
worG; for my foul, tho' it foured my temper, which 
was otherwiie very mild and cafy. But what caufed my 
greateft hurt was, that not being able to endure thole 
who treated nie ill, I chofe to be among thofe who 
OrelTed me, in order to corrupt and fpoil me. 

My father, feeing I was row grown pretty tall, 
placed mc in Lent among the Urfulims, to have my firft 
communion at Eafier, at which time 1 was to complete 
aiy eleventh year. And here my moft dear filler, un- 
der whofe iiifpefliton my father placed nie, redoubled 
her cares, to caufe me to make the belt preparation 
poffible for this act of devotion. I thought now of 
giving mylelf to God in good csrneft. I often felt a 
conibat between my good inclinations and my bad 
habits. I even did fome penances. As I was almoit 
always with my lifter, and as the boarders in her 
clafs, which was the firfl:, were very reafonable and 
civil, I. became fuch alio, while among them. It 
F 2 had 
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f , -had been murder to educate me badiy ; for my 
■'" very nature was ftrangly difpofed to gaodnels. and 
I loved every thing ihat tended thereto. EiMy won 
with miidneft, 1 did with pkafure whatever my goocl 
fifter defired. At length Enfier urrived, and I made 
my firil communion (which was preceded by a general 
confcffion) with much joy and devotion. And m tins 
hoiil'e 1 ftayed 'till Whitfmitide. But as my other fifter 
was miflre'fs of the fecond claft, Ihe demanded mt, 
in her week, to be with her in that clafs. Her 
iftanners, fo oppofite to the other's, made me reSax 
tny former piety. I felt no more that new, and de- 
lightful ardour which had feized my heart at my hrft 
communion. Aks ! it held but a fhort time ; for 
my fiults and failings were foon reiterated, and drsw 
ms off from the care and duties of religion. 

As I now grew very tall for my age, and more 
to my mother's'liliing than heretofore, Ihe took care to 
deck and drefs me out, to make me fee company, 
and to take me abroad wi^ her. She took an inor- 
dinate pride ifi this beauty, which God had put on 
me, only to blefs and praife him, which yet has been 
to me a fource of pride and vanity. Several fuitors 
offered to me. But as I was not yet twelve years 
of age, my father would not iiften to any propofak. 
\ loved reading much, and (hut myfelf up all alone 
every day tQ read witliouc interruption. 

What proved effedual to gain me over entirely 
to God, at leaft for a time, was that a nephew at 
mv father's '■whofe life is writ in the relation of foreign 
mifflons) pafled by otir houfe, going with the bifbop of 
y-zQ Cechinchina. I happened at that time to be gone 
a w[ilking with 'hiy companions, which I fddom did. 
At my return he was gone. They gave me an account 
of his fanftity, and the things he had faid. I wasfo 
touched tlierewith, that I was overcome with forrow. 
I cried all the reft of the day and of the night. Early in 
the morning, I went in great diftrefs to feek "my 

confeuor. 



Chap. IV. L A D Y G U I O N. 25 

confelTor. I faid to him, "What my fatlier^ am I 
" the only perfon in our family to be loft ■' Alas ! help 
'' me in my falvation." He was greatly furpriied to 
fee m.e fo much afflidled, and comforted me in the belt 
manner he could, not thinking me fo bad as I was ; 
for in the midft of my backflidings 1 was docilcV 
pimftual in obedience, careful to confefs often -, and 
Jince 1 went to him my life was more regular. Oh thou 
Cod of love, how often haft thou knocked at the door 
of my heart! how often terrified me with appearances 
of fudden death ! Yet alt thefe oniy made a traniiear 
impreffion. I prefently returned again to my infidefi- 
ties ; but this time thou took me, and I may fay quite 
carried off my heart. Alas, what grief 1 now fuftained 
for having difpleafed thee ! what regrets, what exclama- 
tions, what fobbings ! Who would have thought, to 
fee me, but that my converfion would have lafted as 
long as my life ? Why didft thou nor, oh my God, 
utterly take this heart to thyfelf, when I gave it to 
thee lb fully -, or if thou didft take it then, oh why 
didft thou let it revolt again afterward ? It was not 
but that thou waft ftrong enough to hold it -, but it 
feeras to me that thou chofe, in leaving me to my- 
felf, to caufe thy mercy to (hine more conlpicuoufty ; 
and the extent of my iniquities to ferve for a hfting 
monument of thy goodnefs. 

I immedi.itely applied myfelf to every part of my 
duty. I made a general confeffion with great com- 
puniftion of lieart. I frankly confefled all that I ,knew 
'with torrents of tears. I became fo changed, that I 
was fcarce to be known. I would not for ever fo tnuch 
have made the leaft voluntary (lip ; and they fouijj 
not any matter for abfolutton when I confelTed. I 
jiifcovered the very fmallcfl faults : And God did me 
the favour to enable me to conquer myfelf in majiy 
things. There were left onlyfome remains of pafTlon, 
which gave me fome trouble to conquer: But as foon 
as I had, by means thereof, given any difpleafure even 
to the domeftics, I begged their pardon, in order to 

fubdue 
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fubdue at the fame time my wrath and my pride ; for 
wratb is the daughter of pride. A perfon truely hum- 
bled futfers not any thing to put him in a rage. As it 
is pride which dies the lail in the foul, fo it is pallion 
which is lah: ddlroyed in the Qtitvvard condiidt. A 
foul thoroughly annihilated, or dead to icfelf, finds 
nothing of rage left in itfelf. 

There are perfons who, being very much filled with 
the undion of grace, and with a favoury peace, at 
their entrance of the refigned path of light and iove, 
think they -are come thus far; But they are greatly 
rniftahen. This they will readily difcover, if they arc 
heartily willing to examine two things ; iirft, if their 
nature is lively, warm and violent, (for I fpeak not of 
ftupid tempers) they will find, from time to time, that 
they make Hips, in which trouble and emotion have lome 
ftiare ; and which even then are ufeful to hurnble 
and reform them. And when fuch a humility is 
wrought, then the rage is all loft and utterly de- 
ftroyed. Moreover they will find that there often 
rife in them certain motions of anger, but the fweet- 
nefs of grace holds tliem back by a fecret violence: 
They would eaCly tranfgrefs, if in any wife they gave 
way to thefe motions : There are perfons who think 
them.felves very mild, becaufe nothing thwarts them: 
It is not of fuch that I am fpeaking -, for the mild- 
nefs, which has never been put to the proof, is often 
only a mafk of mildncfs, Thofe perfons who, when 
unmolefted appeared Saints, are no fooner cxerciied by 
vexing occurrences, than there ftarts up in them a 
ftrange number of faults, which they had thought to 
be dead ; and which only lay dormant, becaufe no- 
thing awaked them. 

I followed my religious exercifes. I fhut myfelf 
up all the day to read and to priy. I gave all I had 
to the poor, taking even linen to their hoiifes to 
make them ncceflkries. I taught them the catechifm ; 
and, when my parents dined abroad, I made them 

eat 
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eat with me, and ferved them with great refpeft. I 
read the works of * Si. Frsncis ie Saks and the life 
oi Madam ds Chenlal. There I found that ftie made 
prayers. I begged of my confefibr to teach me to 
make them ; and as he did nor, I tried to make 
them myfelf as well as 1 could; but v;ithout any fuc- 
ccfs, as I then thought, becaufe I could imagine 
nothing ; and yet perfuaded myfelf, that prayer could 
not be made without forming to one's felf certain 
ideas and reafoning much. This difficulty gave tne 
no fmall trouble, and that for a long time. I was 
neverthelefj very afiiduous therein, and prayed ear- 
neftly to God to give me the gift of prayer. All that 
I faw writ in the life of M. ds Ghantal charmed me ; 
and I was fo mere a child, chat I thought I ought to 
do every thing that I law in it. All the vows flie 
had made 1 made alfo, as that of ever aiming at 
the higheft pcrfeftion, and of doing the will of God in 
every thing. I v^as not yet twelve years of age : never- 
thelefs § 1 took the difciplinc according to myftrcngth. 
One day as I was reading that flie had put the name 
of Jefus on her heart, to follow the counfel of the 
fpoufc J " Set me as a feal upon thy heart", and that 
for this purpofe, ifie had taken a red hot iron, where- 
upon that holv naiTie was engraven, I was very much 
affliScd that 1 could not do the fame. I took it in my 
head to write that facred and adorable name, in large 
charaflers, on a piece of paper. With ribbands and 

a big 

* St. Francis tie Sales flie feveral times mentions with gr««t 
efteeni, in this and in the SeCDud Partj a fammary of Jiia Jift is 
defign;(:d to be inierted in the Appendix to this Firrt Part. 

AL Jj Cbcnlisl was the eJdeft daughter of Fran^it de Sain, I find 
that h-ir life w:is written io Trrftch, but I have not yet met with it, 
I alfo find h<^r called Barotiefs of Cheitl^K and not much more 
about her, but that file was very much cfieemed as a pious ^lad 
devout lady. 

\ Thu difcipiine in the ^om//!& church is for people to Icoarge 
thejnfelves for their iins. T'his and many other grievous bodily 
aufterities file often afterwards vfiluntaiily trnderwent, of whieb 
fome notice will be taken in the proper plaee. 

X Cant. Viii. 6. 
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a big needle I faftencd it to my (kin in four places ; 
and in tiia: pofition it continued s. long t'mie. 

After this, I turned all my thoughts to become a 
nun, very often going to the vifitation j for the love 
which I had for bt. Francis de Saks did not permit 
me to think of any other Community than this 
of which he was the founder. I frequently went to beg 
the nuns there to receive me into their convent. 
Often I dole out of my father's houfe to go thi- 
ther, and repeatedly folicited therei to confent to 
my admiffion. But, tho' it was what they eagerly 
defircd, even as a temporal advantage ; yet they 
never durlt let me enter their houfe, as they very 
much feared my father, whofe fondnefs for me 
they were no ftrangers to, There was then at that 
houfe a niece of my father's, to whom I am under 
great obligations, fortune had not been verj- favour- 
able to her father, and had thereby reduced her in 
fome fort to depdnd on mine, to whom ihe difcovered 
my inclination ; who, tho' he would not for any 
thing in the world have hindered a right vocation, 
yet could not hear of my defign without fheddin'r 
tears. But as he happened at this time to be abroad" 
my coufin went to my confeflbr, to defire him to 
forbid my going to the vijjtstim. He durft not how- 
ever do it plainly, for fear of drawing on himfelf the 
, refentment of that community; for they already 
looked upon me as their's. Yet I ftill wanted to 
be a nun, and importuned my mother exceffively to 
take me to that houfe ; but (he would not do it, for fear 
of grieving my father, who was yet abfent, and ihe ftill 
referred me to his return. As 1 faw that 1 could not 
obtain from her what I deftred, J counterfeited her 
hand writing, and forged a letter in which Ihe 
befought thofe ladies to receive me; excufinj herfelf 
from coming with me on account of her illnefs : But 
the priorefs, who was a relation of my mother's, and 
well acquainted with her hand, at once detefted the 
forgery. 

CHAP, 
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NO fooner was my father returned home, than he 
fell into a violent diftemper. My mother was at 
the fjme time indifpofed in another part of the houfe. 
I was then all alone vnth him, ready to render him every 
kind of lervice I was capable of, and to give him all 
the dvitifni n:iarks of a moft fmcere affection; And I 
don't doubt but my afHduicy was very agreeable to him, 
G 1 went. 

Having publilhed the three foregoing ihceti, I have thereby hai 
thr opportunit/ of healing opinions on ihein, generally in their 
("iivour, Imt not all. The preliminary obfervi^tions, already made, 
are far lliort of fatisfying fome individua-ls. They fcem to have a 
meafurc of their own, and little to regard purity of heart and life 
in others, if if does not tnUy with their own meafure in tvzry cir- 
cymilantial iirtkle. I really thinfc it far too unreafon&ble to de- 
mand and expc'it that in all countries, and under all dlfadvantggcs, 
every point ftiall exaftly quadrate svith their ineafuie. Now the 
Apoftie P.tsl, as there were early in theChrillian Church different 
feiitiments, among the converted jews and Genulcs, iaformed 
them that in Christ Jestts circomcifion availed nothing, nor un- 
clfcjmciifiion, but a ne^v creature.* And fuch was M. Guior,; — 
irc^ieiii ajit-w in hin, unta good 'workt,^ So ihe pioua Judge Hals 
defcribcs his fentlments of fincere practical chriftians from whom 
in profeffion he diflented. Concerning Ihe ends. defign» and efca 
of true cbrillian religion he writes thuj : 

«* It teaches and tutors the foal to a high reverence and veneta- 
" tion of Almichtv God, a finccre and upright walking as in 
f the prefence of the invifible, all-feeing God, k makes a jnaa 
" truly to love, to honour, to obey Him ; and therefore qareful 
*^ to know what Hi? will is. It renders the heart highly thEctfal 

" ro Him, both as his Creatorj Redeemer, and Benefador. He 

" that feais the Lord of Heetan anA ¥anh — wiilfcs humbly before 
'< him— thankfully lays hold of the mefTage of rtdtmpthn hy Qhrifi 
*' ^f/uj^ftrives to exprefg his thankfulntffa by the fincerity of Uij 
«' obedience — is ^^tv^ with all his foul v^hen he comes ftiort of his 
" dnty — walks watchfally in the denial of himftU", and holds no 
" ccntcderaty wiih any luft or known iin : If he fall in the leafl 

me afurCj. 

» Cal. vi. 15. f Epb. ii- ip 
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I went, unpcrceived by him, to empty his bafons ; 
taking the time for ic when the fervants were not at 
hand ; as well to mortify myfelf as to pay due honour 
to what Jesus Christ i'aid, that be came tiot to be mi- 
nijind to, but ts mmjier. When he made me read by 
!iiro I read with fuch a heart- felt devotion that he was 
furpriled at it, I rcir.embcred the inftrudions my fifter 

had 

" mcafuff . is rrlllefs lill he hath made his peace by true repentance 
1' —IS trui? to his promift-— jufi in his aaions— charitahie to the 
" poor — hncere in his devoiions— that will not delibcrateiy diiho- 
" i°^u '""f" (i"»>S^ mA the grealea fecuritjr of impunity— that 
" hath iij iaff n Ht.iviiJ, and in ranvir/alioi, la Heaiina—i'aa. dares 
" not do an unjufi aa though nci-cr fo much to liis sdvantage, aiij 
" all this bccsufe he fees Him (hat is iovifibk, and fears Him be. 
'• caufe he Ioi;es Him ; fears him as well for his goodnefs as his 
" greamcrs.— Stich a man, whether hs 'a<:!mipijcefala^ ■a.prijhyit, 
" ritti, or an Uiepniltnt, or an anaiapiui, tt balh thi li/e tf rtl'i- 
" gim in him, and that life alii n him, and will conform his foul ro 
" the image of his Saviour, and walk along with him to eternity 
" notwilhftandiog Ilis (vaaiu or iM-frailici of thefe Mijima,:' 

What this honourable author has obferved is the one effential 
objefl. I only add that, fo far as any thing becoaies a matter of 
conkiencf fo far it ceafes to he indifferent. It is then an indif- 
penfaWe duty; and without tie due obfernnce of it, that lift 
which h UJ^ill, Cbrifi in G,i, would be in danger of being lofl! 

But there is anothf r thing under this head, which to me appears 
TJery malen*. I think iVI. GuroN attained a greater confEancy of 
lubjeflmn of her temper and paffions to the Spirit of Chs isr in 
the whole condna of h^r life, private ss *ell as public, a wearer 
love of poverty and fuiFerings for his faK?, from thence more of 
tender charity and fympalhy wiih the poor and dilirelTed, more of 
bumiliation in regard to her abilities, gifts and endowments, more 
of the myflery of preaching Christ in filence, as io the future 
part 0. her life will eminently appear, 'more of conformity to him 
viha haume «/ m r,puia:h«, humiiing himjslf :„ tie JIalim asd farm 
a Jtrnanr, more of every root of bilternefs eradicated, more of 
every four tiEfture of fpiriittal clei-atioo expelled, than the princi- 
pal of her objcflors I have yet met with ; to nhoni I think it ivould 
be of the liighell henefii to prefs after thefe real ejicellencies. 

; Their is no room to doubt that M. Gciok'j foal was precious 
in the fight of licr Redeemer. Shall ajsy then, who think the fame 
■ ■ ■ ' of 
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had given me, and the ejaciilarory prayers and praifes 
1 had learned from her. She had taught me to praifc 
thee, oh my God, iii all thy works.- Ail that I faw 
called upon me to render thee that homage. If it 
rained I wifiied all the drops of water to be changed 
into love and praifes. My heart was noiiriflicd inlen- 
fibly with thy love ; and my fpirit was incefiantly cn- 
grolfed with the remembrance of thee. I feemed to 
join and partake in all the good that was done in the 
world, and could have wilhed to have the united hearts 
of all men to love thee. This habit rooted itfeif fp 
'ftrongly in mc, that I retaiaed it thro' all-my greateft 
inconftancies. 

My cotifin aforementioned helpcrl not a little to fiip- 
port me in thefe good fentiments; For I was often with 
her, and loved her, as Ihe took j^-reat care of me, and 
treated me with much gentlcncfs. Fier fortune being 
equal neither to her birth nor her virtue, ilie did with 
charity and afFedion what her condition obliged her tQ, 
My mother grew jealoiiSj fearing I Ihould love my 
cotifin too well, and herfelf too little. She who had 
left me in my young years to the care of her maids, 
and fince that to my own, on!y enquiring if I was in 
the houfe, and troubling herfelf no further, now de- 
manded that I lliould always Hay with l.er ; and never 
fufFered me to be with my coufin, but with very great 
G 2 reluflance. 

of themfelves, find fault with her, bccaufe ibe, living in francfi 
in riocently retained fome of she French manners j which prfibably 
proved the means of her doing more good, both among ihofe of 
high rank and of low ? Let ihem firlk patiently read her life to 
its final period, in a good mind, without prejudice ; Then, inftead 
of endeavouring to prevent the reading, and fpreading, the know- 
ledge of the lives and labours of good men, or women, of other 
nations, they may, in rlic charitable e.xtenfion of divine unity. Be 
ready ro fay, as was faid in a viHon to Kn apoille, " Come over into 
Macedonia, (or into Enjrland) to help us ; that an immoveable con- 
ftaticyof ilc(3icatioii toGoD, like your's, inay bediifuied henjalfo."* 
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reluclance. My coufin fell iJ! ; ihe took tJiat oct;afion 
to knd her home, which was to me a verv afftclinr^ 
firokf, both for natme and for grace. " 

Tho' my mother acted thus &e was a very vii-Luciis 
woman . But God permitted it tar my exercifc She 
was one of the moft charitable women of her a^c She 
not only eave away the furplus, but even the n?cefikries 
of the houfe. Never were the needy neglefted by her 
Wever any wretch came to her without fuccour She 
fiirnifeed poor workmen wherewith to fupport their 
hbour, and poor tradefmen wherewith to Ibpply their 
ftiops From her I think I inherited my charity and 
love for the poor ; For Got) did me the favour to fuc- 
ceed her in that holy exercife. There was not one in 
the town, or its environs, who did not praife her for 
this great virtue. She has fotiictimes given to the lafl: 
piftole in the houfe ; and yet lb great was her oeco- 
nomy that fiie did not fink, or fail in her tnift Her 
faith was lively, and her devotion to the blefled virgin 
very great, never failing to fay daily her office, f« p^rt 
^fthe Popljh hrevhry.) She ^vanted nothing but a di- 
redlor who might have drawn her into the inward 
exercife of religion; without which all virtues are but 
weak and langtiifhing, 

My mother's only care about me had been ail 
aJong to have me in the houfe, which indeed is one 
material point for a girl. And this habit, of bein- fo 
conflantly kept within, proved of great fervice to me 
after tny marriage ; as 1 ftall tell in its due courfe 
It might have been much better for me had fhe kept 
me more m her own apartment, with an agreeable 
freedom ; and enquired oftner what part of tiie houfe I 
was m. 

_ After my coufm left me I continued for fome time 
W thofe fcntiments of piety I have mentioned. One 

favour 
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favour which Goo granted me, was fo great a readir.efs to 
forgive injuries that my confelTor was furprifed at it ; as 
he knew that fome young ladies had, out of envy, 
fpdke very unhandfomely of me; and that I fpoke well 
of them as occalion offered. 1 was feized with a tertian 
airDe, whicii hltcd four months, in which I fuifered 
much ; yer was favoured with piety during t!)e time, 
and enabled to ftilfcr with mucii relignation and patience, 
\a this frame of mind and manner of life 1 perfevered, 
fo long as I continued the praftice of prayer. But I 
am going to recite how 1 Aid off from it, and loit my 
condition. 

About eleven or twelve months after, we went to 
pafs fome days in the country. My father took along 
with us one of his near relations, who Avas a very ac- 
compliilicd young gentleman. He had a great defirc 
to marry mc ; but my father, who had refolved not to 
give me to any near kinfman, on account of the 
difficulty of obtaining difpcnfations, put him offi with- 
out allcdging any falle or frivolous reafons for it. As 
this young gentleman was very much devoted to the 
bleifed virgin, and every day faid her office, I faid it 
with him , and to have rime for it left off prayer, 
which v/as to me the firll inlet of evils, Yet I kept 
up for a long time fome Ihare of the fpirit of piety ; 
for I went to feek out the little fnepherdefles, to in- 
ItruS and teach them their religious duties ; yet this 
fpirit gradually decayed, not being nourifhed by prayer. 
Hereby I became cold toward Gon : All my old faults 
revived ; to which I added a prodigious vanity. The 
love I began to have for myfelf extinguifhed i\h5t 
remained in me of the love of God. 

1 DTD not immediately leave off prayer, without 
aflcing my confeffor's leave ; allcdging that I thought 
it better to fay the office of the virgin every day, than 
to prailii'e prayer; as \ had not time for both. This 
was a Ifratagem of the enemy to draw me from God, 
and to falfeii me inienfibly in the fnares he was laying 
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for me. My confeiTor was eafy in tlie matter; not a 
man of prayer, he give his conlcist, to my great Iiurt. 

. Oh cny God, were btit the value of prayer known, 
the great advantage winic!) accrues to the fou! from con- 
verfing with thee, and what cmifeqiience it is of to fal- 
vation, every one wmild be affiduoiis in it. It is a 
ftrong hold into which the enemy cannot enter. He may 
attack it, befiege it, make a noife about its walls ; but 
while, we are faithful, and don't quit it, he can do lis no 
harm. It is alike reqiiifite to diftate to children dif 
neceffity of prayer as of their falvation ; but alas ! nn- 
liiippilv, it is thought fiifficicnt to tell them that there 
IS a^ heaven and a hel! ; that they mnft endeavour to 
avoid the latter and attain the former ; and yet they 
are not taught the fhorteft and eafieft way of arriving 
at it. The way to heaven is jirayer ; but a prayer of 
the heart, which every one is capable of, and not of 
reafonings which are the fruits of iludy, or exercife of 
the imagination, which, in filling the mind with wan- 
dering objeds, rarely fettle it ; and' inftead of warm- 
ing the heart with love to God, leave it cold atid lan- 
guilhing. Oh poor people, ignorant and carnal mincis, 
children without reafon and knowledge ; dull or hard 
hearts which can retain nothing, come to the praflice 
of prayer, and ye will become wife, Oh ye men who 
are great, wife and rich, Have ye not, (great as ye are) a 
heart capable of loving what is proper^ for yoti, and of 
hating what is deftreftive ? Love the foveraign oQod, 
hate the fovereign evil, and ye will be truly "^wife! 
When ye iove any one, do ye know the realbns of 
Jove and its definitions > No, certainly ; Ye love be. 
caufeyour heart is made to love what it thinks lovely. 
Is there any thing more lovely than God ? Ye know 
that he has created you, and has died for you : hut if 
chefe reafons are not fufficient, which of you has not 
fotnc neccffity, fome trouble, or fome difgrace ? Which 
of you does not know how to tell his malady, and beg 
a remedy j> Come tJifn to this fountain of all good. 
Without complaining to weak and -impotent creature.^ 

wlio 
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who cannot help you, come to prayer; to lay before 
God your troubles, to beg his grace, and above all to 
love him. None cm exempt himlelf from loving-, tot 
n6ne can live without a heart, nor the heart without 
love. 

Why Ihould any amufe themfelves, in feeking rea- 
fons for loving love itfelf ? Let us love without rea- 
(bning about it ; and we fliall find onrfclves fiijed with 
love, before the others have learned the reafons which 
induce to it. Talte of love, and ye'll be wifer in it 
than the mod fkilfiil philolbphcrs. In love, as in every 
thing elfe, experience inftrucbs better than reafon. Oh 
then conietodi-inkat this fountain of living waters, in- 
ftt-ad of the broken cifterns of the Creature, which far 
from allaying vour thirif, only tend to augment it, and 
to render you never fatisSed. Did ye drink at this foun- 
tain, ye would not feck clfewhere for any thing to 
quench your thirfl; ; for while ye (fill continue to draw 
from diis well, ye would have no more thirll after the 
world : But if ye quit it, alas ! the enemy has the af- 
cendant; he will give you of his poifoned waters', 
which, in making you tafbe an apparent Iwectncfs, will 
take from you your iife. 

This was what I did, ivhen I left ofFprayer. I be- 
came as a vineyard expofei to pillule-, whole i^cdges torn 
down give liberty to all the paflengcrs to ravage it, I 
began to feck in the creature what 1 had found in God. 
Thou left me to myfelf, becaiife I left thee firft ; and 
waft pleafed, in pei-mitting me to fmk into the horrible 
pit, to make me feel the necclTicy I was in, of ap- 
proaching to thee in prayer. Thou haft faid, that /ioB 
wilt liefiny ibofi aiulta-eus fouls -whs ditinrt frem fe'^se, 
Alas! their riepanure alone caufes their dertru<n;ion, 
fince, in departing fnom thee. Oh .Sun of righteotifncfs, 
they enter into the region of darknefs and fhadow of 
rieath, from whence they would never rife again, if 
thou didft not rc-vifit them ; if thou didft not by thy 
du'ine light, come t« illuminate their d.irkneis, and by 
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thy- mliveningwarmtli, to melt their icy hearts, and re- 
ftore them to life, 

I Fell tlien into the grtatefl: of all misfortunes ; for 
I even wandered away from thee, oh my God, and thou 
gradtiall}' retired from a heart which quitted thee. Yet 
fuch is thy goodnefs, tliat it feems as if thou unwillingly 
ieltme; and when this heart wants to return to thee, 
tliou comrft to meet it, as with tlie fteps of a giant. 
This pxperience, which I have had, fliail be to me an 
fvcrlafting tcftimony of thy kindncfs and my ingrati- 
tude. 

1 BBC.AME ftill more paflionate than I had ever been, 
as age gave more force to my pafiions. 1 was frequent- 
ly guilty of lying ; I felt my heart corrupt and vain, no 
more piety left in my foul, but a ftate of indifference 
and indevotion; tlio' I ftill kept up the outfide appear- 
ance with a good deal of care ; And the habit I was in, 
of being at church with modefty, made me appear bet- 
ter than I was. Vanity, which had been excluded out 
ot my heart, now reftimcd its feat there. I began to 
pafs a good deal of my time before a loolcing-glafs. I 
found in much plcafure in viewing myielf therein, that 
I thought others were in the right who praflifed the 
fame. Inftead of making ufe of this exterior, which 
God had given me as a means of loving him the more, 
it became to me only the means of a vain complacency. 
All feemed to me to look beautiful in my jierlon, but 1 
faw not that it covered a polluted foul. This ren- 
dered me fo vain, that I doubt whether any ever ex- 
ceeded me therein. 

The high cfteem I had for myfclf made nic find faults 
:n every one clfe of my own fex. I had no eyes but to 
f:e my own good qualities, and to difcover the dd'ects 
, ot others. 1 hid from myfelf ray own faults, or if I re- 
marked any, yet to me they appeared iicdc in compa- 
rifon of others. I cxcufed, and even figured them to 
myfdf as perfeflions. Every idea I had of others ami 
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of myfelf was falfe. I loved reading, to excefs, parti- 
cularly romances ; fpending great part of the night, as 
well as the day, therein. I was uneafytilll got to the 
end of them ; and then had an infatiabie defire of more 
of the like kind to read. Thefe books are flrange in- 
ventions to deilrroy youth : For if they caufed no other 
hurt than the lofs of precious time, is not that too much? 
I was not reftrained, but rather encouraged to read 
them under this fallacious pretext, that thereby one 
learns to fpeak well. Mean while thy abundant good- 
nefs, oh my God, engaged thee to feck me again. I 
was touched with lively forro'w, and poured out floods 
of tears ; aSliiScd for a condition fo different from that 
which I liad found in thy prefence : But my tears were 
without effed, and my forrows ufelefs. 1 cotild not, 
of myfelf, get out of this unhappy condition. 1 wiflied 
fome hand, as charitable as powerful, would have ex- 
tricated me out of it : But as for myfelf, I had not 
power to do it. I was flike the prophetj in a deep tibyfi 
ef mire, which I could not get out of. I met with re- 
primands for being in it, but none kind enough to 
reach out a helping hand to free me from it : And 
when I tried vain efforts to get out, I only funk the deep- 
er. The fruitlefs cHay made me fee my own impo- 
tence, and only rendered me more afflifted and mife- 
rable. 

At-As ! how much compaffion has this fad experience 
given me for finners, as it has brought me to iee how 
it happens, that fo few of them emerge from the mife- 
rable ftate into which they are fallen ; becaufe fuch as 
fee it only cry out againft their diliirders, and frighten 
them with threats of future punifhment. Thefe cries 
and threats at firft make fome impreflion, and they 
make fome weak efforts to get out : But, after having 
experienced their iniufficicncy, they gradually abate 
in their delign -, and iofe their courage for trying any- 
more. And all that men can fay to them afterwards is 
but loft labour, tho' one preach to them inceffantly. 
Whtn any for relief run to confefs, the only true re- 
H medy 
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medy for them is prayer ; to prefent themfdves be- 
fore God, in the condition of criminals ; and to 
beg of him the power to come oiit of" this ftate ; 
they Would then !bon be changed, and brought tut c} 
the mire and day. But tlie dt-vil iias falfcly perfuaded 
the doiftors and the wife men of tlie age, that, in- order 
to pray, 'tis neceflary firft to be perfeGly converted. 
Hence people are dilTuaded from it, and hence there 
is rarely any converfion that is durable. The devil 
is outrageous only againft prayer, and thofe that exer- 
cife it ; becaufe he knows it is the true means of tar 
king from him his prey. Let us undergo all the aufterj- 
ties we will, he fafFcrs us to do it, and neither perfe- 
cutes thofe that enjoin them, nor thofe that praftife 
them. But no fooner does one enter into a fpiritual life, 
a life of prayer, but fuch an one muil: refolve on ftrange 
crofTes. Ali manner of perfecutions and contempts in 
this world are referved for that life. * 

Miserable as the condition was to which I was 
reduced by my infidelities, and the little fuccour I had 
from myconfclTor, I did not fail to fay my vocal pray- 
ers every day, to confefs pretty often, and to commu- 
iiicate almoft every fortnight. Sometimes I went to 
church zo weep, and to pray to the bleffed vir- 
gin to obtain my converfion. I loved to hear any 
ipcali of God, and was never tired with hearimr them. 
When my father fpohe of him, I was tranfported with 
joy; And when he and my mother went on any pilgri- 
mage, and were to fet off very early in the morning, 
either I did not go to bed, that I might not be furpriz- 
ed with deep, or hired the girls to wake me timely. 
My father then was always fpeaking of God; which at 

* Wi fee in this paragraph that On: was, at llie tims of uriting 
it, enliglitened in a good degree to difcover rhe emptiti^fs and de- 
ception of two of tie articles Jmpoled by the Church of Rsni us ia. 
ties, vii. (ij the rcconrfe toconfefforsfor tht t:ure of inward troy, 
hie, and (!) the uft of bodily auileritles ; Inttcad of both tliefe, 
ilie rccomnendi tlie faithful application of the foul to him who h 
Ojimiprefent, aud the only ply/idiiit rf 'value. 
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fuch times afforded me tiiehigheft fatisfafiion, and, fuch 
as I preferred to aH others. 1 aJfo loved the poor, and 
was charitable to them at this very time. How ftrange 
may this feem to fomc, and how hard to reconcile thmgs 
fo oppofite ! 



L 



JAVING fpcedily pafFed over her childiflt years, 
chequered with the dangers, incident to that age, 
in rcfped both of her pcrfon and her morals, lier fcer.e 
of life begins to appear more interelfing. 

Now blooming in youth, extolled for her beau- 
ty, admired of fome, and envied of others, ftie becomes 
expofed (but for a iliort fpace) to the fnarcs of the 
world, and of her own vanity co-operating with them. 

Soon, ah foon ! the finds herfelf ftopt in hercareer, 
fnatched in her bloom, and involved in the milenes of 
a matrimonial ftate, not of her own choice, bin impo- 
fed on her by that of her parents. 

We arc now about entring a chapter, the perufal of 
which may even ftrike the obdurate and infenfible with 
fome feelings of comparTion for her early and hidden 
change ; no longer at ilberty to range in life, and look 
around it, in order to make a choice of what might be 
agreable to her ; inftcad of thar, chained down under 
ccafdefs opprefiions, without hope of freedona, where 
every thing was perpetually dark, four and grating. 

Her troubles indeed, through the goodnefs of God 
to her, took the bed: turn, as they induced her to have re- 
courfe to him for his affiftance to bear her hard lot ; and 
to difeharge every duty requifite in it : Yet certainly 
cruel is the condiia of parents, who, from fordid views, 
force their children for life into what is fo oppofite to 
tjieir peace. Tho' the father of mercies often fanftifies 
!I 2 ixow- 
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troubles, yet he approves r\oi o\tr doing evil ihat good rnay 
corns efit, or committing fm that grac: may ahcimd. 

CHAP. vr. 

A FTER WARDS we came to Paris, where my va- 
XX njty increaftd. No co[l was fpared to make me 
appear to advantage. 1 was forward ei>oiigh to Ihew 
myfelf and expofe iny pride, in making a parade of 
this vain beauty, wanting to be ioved of every one 
and to love none. Several men made offers of marri- 
age who appeared advantageous matches for me ; but 
God, unwilling to have me loft, did not permit matters 
to fucceed. My father found difficulties, which my 
al!-wiie Creator cauied to arife for my falvation ; for 
had I married any of thcfe perfons, I fbouM have' been 
much expofed, and my vanity would have had means 
of extending itfelfin a wider circle. 

These was one perfon who had allced for me in or- 
der to marriage for feveral years pall, whom my fa- 
ther, for family reafons, had always refufed. His man- 
ners were oppofite to my vanity. Nevertheiefs a fear 
left I Ihoiiid leave this country, and the afBuent circum- 
ftances of this gentleman, induced my father, in fpite 
of both his own and my mother's reiui£l:ance, to pro- 
mifeme to him; which was done without confultingmc 
in the cafe. They made me fign the marriage articles 
without letting me know what they were ; tho' I was 
well pleafed with the thoughts of marriage, flattering 
myfelf with a hope of being thereby fee at fuii libertyT 
delivered from the rough and impious treatment of 
my mother, which I drew upon myfelf by my want of 
docility : Yet God ordered it far otherwife ; and the 
condition which I found myfelf in afterwards, balked all 
my iiopes ; as I ihalt fcew in the fequel. 

How pleafing foever marriage was to my thoughts, 
I was all the time, after my being promifed, and eveji 

long 
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long after my marriage, in extreme conftifion, which 
arole from two caufes : The firll was my natural mo- 
defty, which 1 did not iofe. I had much referve to- 
wards men. The otiicr was my vanity ; for tho' the 
Tiulband provided was a more advantageous match than 
I merited, yet I did not think him fuch : And the fi- 
gure which the others made, who had offered to me 
-before, was vaftly more engaging. Their rank would 
have placed me in view : And as I confulted, in theie 
things, nothing but my vanity, whatever did not flat- 
ter that was to me infupportable ; yet even this very 
vanity was I think of fome advantage to me ; for it hin- 
dred me from falling into fuch things as caufe the rain 
of families. I would not do any thing which, in the 
eye of the world, might render me culpable; fo ftrift- 
ly did 1 guard my exterior conduit. As I was modeft 
at church, and had not been ufed to go abroad without 
my mother, and as the reputation of our houfe was 
great, I paffed for virtuous. 

I DID not fee my fpoufe eleft fat Taris) till two 
or three days before our marriage, I caufed maflcs to 
be faid all the time after my being contrafled, to know 
the will of Goi) ; wifhing to do it in this affiiir at leall. 
Oh goodnefs of my God, to bear with me at this time, 
and "to allow me to pray to thee, with as much boidnefs 
as if I had been oneot thy friends, I who had rebelled 
againft thee as thy greateft enemy. 

TfiE joy of our nuptials was univerfal thro' the town : 
Amidft this general rejoicing, there appeared none fad 
but myfelf. I could neither laugh as others did, nor 
even eat ; fo much was I deprefled, tho' as yet I knew 
not the caufe : But it was a foretafte which Goo gave 
me of what was to befall me. The remembrance of 
the defire I had of being a nun came pouring in upon 
me. All who came to compliment me, the day after, 
could not forbear rallying me, becauTe 1 wept bitterly. 
I anfwered them. " Alas ! I had defired fo much to be 
"3 nun; why then ami now married? And by what 

" fatality 
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" fataiity has fuch a revohnioii befallen me?" No 
•fooner was I at die hovifc of my new fpoiife, than I pcr- 
£eiv«d that in would be for mt.o kmje of mmrmag. 

I WAS obliged here to change my condufl ; for their 
manner of living was very diiFerent from that in my fa- 
thei's houfe. My rnpther-ln-law, who had long been 
a widow, regarded norhing elfe but faving ; whereas at 
my father's houfe they lived after a manner extremely 
noble. All there was fet off in full view; all appeared 
elegant; and what my hutbai^d and mother-in-law call- 
ed pride, and I called poJitenels, was obftrved there. 
I was very much fiirprized at this change; and To much 
the more, as my vanity Mrilhed to increai'e, rather than 
to be diminiihed. 

At the time of iny marriage I was a little paft fif- 
teen years of age. My furprize incrcafed greatly, when 
I faw I mull lofe what I ha4 acquired with fo much ap- 
plication. At my father's honfe we were obliged to 
behave in a eenteel way, ami to fpeafc with propriety. 
There all that"! faid was applauded. Here they never 
hearkened to me, bnt to contradict and find fault. If 
I fpoke well, they faid it was to give them a lelTon : If 
any qiieftions were ftarted, whereas my father encou- 
raged nie fpcak freely on fuch occafions, here if I told 
my fentiment, they laid it was to enter into a difpute. 
They (liamefully made me hold my tongue, and fcolded 
me from morning till night. 

I SHOULD have fome difficulty to write you fuch forts 
of thiogs, which cannot be done without wounding 
charity, if you had not forbidden me to omit any one 
article, and if you had not pofitivcly enjoined me to 
lay open everything, and to write down all the particu- 
lars. One thing further I requeft, before you proceed, 
which is not to look at things on the fide of the crea- 
ture, which would make thefe perfons appear worfe 
than they were ; for my mother-in-law had virtue, my 
hufband had religion, and opt any vice. It is requiCte 
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to look at every thing on the fide of God, who per- 
mitted thefe things, only for my falvation, and becaufc 
he would not have me loft. 1 had befide fo much pride, 
that had any other conduct been held over me, I ihould 
Jiave fupported myfclf therein, and ihould perhaps not 
have turned myfelf on the fide of Goo ; as afterwards, 
by the opprelTionofamukituds of croffes, 1 was redti- 
ced to do. 

To return to myfubjeft, my mother-in-law conceiv- 
ed fuch an oppofition to me, that, in order to vex me, 
the made me do the moft grating things 1 for her hu- 
mour was fo extraordinary, having never futmounied 
it in het youth, that flie could hardly live with any 
body. Saying no other than vocal prayers, Ihe did not 
fee this kind of fault; or feeing it and not drawing for- 
ces from the fpirit of prayer, fhe could not get the bet- 
ter of it : And it was a pity ; for flic had bothfcnfe and 
''merit. I was then made tiie viflrim of her humours. 
All her occupation was to thwart me continually, ^and 
fhe infpired the like fentiments into her fon. They 
would make perfons far bdow me take place above me. 
My mother, who was very fenfible in the point of ho- 
nour, could not endure that : And when (he heard of 
it from others (for I told hsr nothing of it) &e chid rae, 
thinking I did it, not knowing how to keep my rank. ; 
and that I had no fpirit ; with many other things of that 
fort. I durft not tell her how it was with me; but I was 
almofl: ready to die with die agonies of grief and con- 
tinual vexation. And what aggravated them all, was 
the remembrance of the perlons who had offered fuit to 
me, the difference of their humour and their manner of 
aainff, the love they hid for me, with their agreable- 
nefs and poSitenefs. All this made my prefent Gcuation 
very dokful, and my buithen intolerable. My mother- 
in-law upbraided me in regard to my family, and fpoke 
to me inceffantly to the difadvaniage of my father and 
mother. I never went to fee them, but I had fome bit- 
ter fpccches to bear at my return. 

Ok 
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On the other hand my tnotlier complained of me 
that I did not come often enoiigii to fee ficr. Slie fiid I 
did not love her, that I was alienated from my own fa- 
mily, by be;ng too much attaclied to that of myiuilLand- 
fo that I had a great deal of heavy fufciiigs to under.'O 
on both fides. " 

What ftill further augmented my croffes was, that 
my mother related to my mother-in-iaw the pains I had 
coft her from my infancy : After which, they reproach- 
ed me faying, I was a changeling and an evil fpiril. 
My hufbind obliged me to fey all the day long in my 
mother-m4aw's room, without any liberty of retiring 
into my own apartment, lb tliat I had not a momenfl 
rdpite to breathe a little. She was ever reBeffincr on me 
to every body, to leffen tlie affeflion and efteem which 
any had for me, gaiiing me with the grolTeft aifronts be- 
J-ore the fineft companies. This had not the efFed flie 
wanted; for the more patiently they faw me bear it 
the higher efteem they entertained for me. ' 

INDEED (he found the fecret of extinguilhing my vi- 
vacity, and making me become like a ftupid idiot; fo 
that fome of my former acquaintance hardly knew me 
Thofe who had not feen me before, faid, " Is this the 
" perfon famed for fuch abundance of wit ? She can't 
" fay two words. She is a fine image." I was not yet 
fixteeen years old, I was lb much intimidated, that 1 
durftnot go out without my mother-in-law, and in her 
prefence I could not fpeak. I knew not what I faid ; fo 
much fear I had of putting her out of humour, and 
drawing fome bitter fpeech on myfelf. 

To compieat my affliaion, they prefented me with a 
waitmg-maid who was every thing with them. She 
kept me m fight like a governefs, and treated me in a 
ftrange manner. For the moft part I bore with pari- 
ence a malady which I had no way to avoid : But fome- 
times 1 let fome hafty anfwer efcape me, which was to me 
a fourcc of grievous crofles, and violent reproaches, for 
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a long time together. When I went out, the footman 
had orders to give an account of every thing 1 did. It 
was then 1 benan to eat tlie bread of forrows, and to 
mintrle my drinl!; with my tears. If I was at table, they 
did one thing or other to mc, which covered me with 
confiifion. 1 had recourfe to tears, and from thence had 
a double lliame, the one for what they faid to me, and 
the other for not being able to forbear weeping. I had 
nobody to tell my condition to, who might ftiare my 
grief and help me to bear it. 1 had a mind to tell fome- 
thincT of it to my mother-, and that caufcd me fo many 
new°croffes, that I reiblved to have no other confident 
of my troubles than myfelf. It was not from any na- 
tural cruelty, that my hu(band treated me tlius ; for he 
loved me even palTionately, but he was naturally warm 
and hafty. What my modier-in-law faid to him conti- 
nually irritated him. 

It was in a condition fo deplorable every way, oh my 
God, that I began to perceive the need I had of thy 
affiftancc : For this condition was fo much the more 
perilous for me, becaufe, meeting with none but admi- 
rers abroad, and fuch as flattered me to my hurt, it was 
to be feared left in fuch young years, amidfb all the 
ftrange domeftic crofles I had to bear, I fiiould be ftduc- 
ed into irregularity. But thou, by thy goodnefs and 
the love thou bore me, gave it a quite different turn. 
By thcfe redoubled ftrokcsthou drew me to thyfelf, and 
did by thy erodes what thy carefles could not effeft. 
Nay even at the beginning of my marriage, thou made 
ufe of my natural pride, to keep me withm the limits 
of my duty. I knew that a woman of honour ouglit 
never to give fufpicion to her huiband. I was fo very 
circumfpeft on that head, that I often carried it even to 
excefs, lb far as to refuic the hand to fuch as offered 
me theirs. There happened to me an adventure which, 
thro' my having a mind to drive prudence too far, had 
!ike to have ruined me ; for things were taken contrary 
to their intent : But at that time my hulband was fenfi- 
I ■ ble_ 
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ble of my mnocence, and of the falfthood of the in- 
fmuanons which my mother-in-law wanted to infufe 
into him. 

St;cH powerful croiTes, I fay, made me return to 
God. I began to deplore the Jins of my youth ; for 
fince my mamage I had not committed any vokmti- 
nly : Yet I had ftill fome fcntiments of vanity remain- 
mg, which I wiflied not to have. However mv trou- 
bles now coumerballanced them. Moreover many of 
them appeared jiift to the iittle light I had ; for I was 
not yet ilUiminated to difcern the eflence of vanity ■ I 
hxed my thoughts only on its accidents. I tried then 
to repair my life by penance, and by a general con., 
teiiion the moft exafl: that ever yet I had made I 
quitted all my romances, for which I lately had fuch .1 
fondiiefs It had been, fome time before my marriage 
damped by reading the gofpel, I was fo afFeaed theie.. 
with, and in it difcovcred that character of truth whic(. 
put me out of conceit witk al) the other books. TIkv 
appeared then to me to be only full of lies. I put aw.av 
even indifterent books, to have none but fuch as were 
profitable 1 refiimed tlie praftice of pravcr, and en- 
deavoured to offend thee, oil my God, no more. I felt 
thy iov<e gradually to recover the afcendant in my heart 
and to bamili every other. I had notwithftandin<r, an 
intolerable vanity, and complacency in myfelf, which 
has been my moft grievous and obftinate fin. 

My crolTes redoubled every day. What rendered 
them more pa.ntu] was, that my mother-in-law, not 
content with the bittereft fpcechcs, which flie uttered 
agamttme, both m public and private, would break out 
in a paffioft about the fmalleft trifles, and fearcely he 
free from it even a fortnight together. I paiTed a part 
of my time in bewailing myfelfT when I could be alone- 
And my grief became every day more bitter. I fome- 
times could not contain myfelf, when I faw girls who 
were my domefticks, and owed me fubmilon, treat 

me 
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i,ie (o ill. I did neverthelefs what I could to ftibdtic 
my temper, which has coll me not a Sittle. 

Such ftiinning blows fo impaired the vivacity of my 
tiatu re, that 1 be'came Bi a lamb that is Jkenring. I pray"- 
cd to our Lor D to affift me, and he was my refuge. As 
my age differed from theirs (for my hufliand was twenty 
two years older than 1} Kaw well that there was no pro- 
bability of changing their Iiumours, which were forti- 
fied with years : As I found that whatever I faid was 
offenfive, even things which others would have been 
plcafed with, I knew not what to do. One day, weigh- 
ed down wicii uricf, about fix months after I was married, 
being alone, Uook a knife to cat out my tongue, in 
order not to be obliged to fpeak to perfons, who only 
made me fpeak, to have a frelTi matter of rage againft 
mc. This extravagant operation I had effe£ted, ifGou 
had not ftopped me fliort, and made mc fee my folly. 
I prayed continually, I even communicated, I caufed 
mafles to be faid, to obtain the privilege of becoming 
dumb, fo fimple and ignorant was I. I have had my 
fliareof croffcs, but never found any fo difficult to fup- 
port, a.5 llvat of perpetual contrariety, without relaxati- 
on; of doing all one can to pleafe, without ever fuc- 
ceeding therein, but even ftil! offending by the very 
means dcfigned to oblige, and being forced to be with 
fuch, in a moft feverc confinement, from morning ull 
night, without ever daring to quit them. I have found 
that great crofles overwhehu, and ftifle all anger at 
once. But fuch a continual contrariety irritates and re- 
vives a fournefs at the heart. It has fuch a ftrange 
effeft, that one mutt do one's felf the utmoft violence, 
not to break out into rage and vexation. 

SucM was my condition in marriage, rather that of 
a flave than of a free perfon. For a new augmentation 
of my difgraces, I perceived, four months afer my mar- 
riage, that my huftiand was gouty. This malady, 
which doubtlefs ihould have fanfliified iiim, «aufed me 
many croffes, both within and without. He had the 
I 2 goyt 
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gout twicr this year, fix weeks each time. Soon after 
it returned again ; and he ]iad ir ftill worfe than before. 
Me was fomuch plagued with it, that he came no more 
out of his room, nor often out of hi.s bed, which he 
ufually kept for fcveral months. I attended him with 
great care, tho' fo very young. I did not fail in my duty, 
but even did it 10 the iitmolt of my power. But alas ! 
all this did not gain me their fricndfhip. I had not even 
the confolation to know whether what I did was agree- 
able, 1 denied myfelf all the moft innocent diveriions, 
to continue with mv huftand ; and did whatever I 
thought would pleafe him. Sometimes he fuffercd rac 
quietly, and then I thought myfelf very happy ; But 
at other times I was infupportable. My particular 
friends faid, " 1 was of a fine age indeed to be niirfe 
" to an invalid, and that it was a Ihameful thing 
" that I did not fet more value on my talents." J 
anfvvered them, " fince I had a hufband, I ought to 
*' (hare his painful as well as his pleafing circumftan- 
" ces." Befides my mother, inftead of pitying me, 
reprimanded melharply for my afliduity about my huf- 
band; afliiring me that Ifhould render myfelf unhappy 
by it; and that he would afterwards demand, as a duty, 
what I now did out of virtue. But, oh my Goo, how 
different were thy thoughts from theirs, what appeared 
'without from what pafTed iviihiii ! My hufband had that 
foible, that when any one faid any thing to him againft 
me, he fiew into a paffjon at once. It was the conduft 
of providence over me : For he was a man of reafon and 
loved me much. When I was fick, he was inconfola- 
bk. I believe, had it not been for my mother-in-law, 
and the gu-1 1 have fpoken of, I Ihoiild have been very 
happy with him: For mod men have their paffions ; 
and it is the duty of a reafonable woman to bear them 
peaceably, without irritating them more by crofs re- 
plies. 

These things thou haft ordered, oh my God, in fuch 
a manner in thy goodnefs, that I have fince ktn, it was 
neccilary for making me die to my vain and haughty 
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nature. I (liouid not have had power to deftroy it my- 
felf, if thou ludit not laboured for it by an all-wile 
oeconomy of thy providence. I begged patience with 
great carncttnefs ; neverthekfs fomc lallks of my n.^tu- 
ral livelinels eicapecl me, and vanquiilied the rcfoluti- 
ons I had talienflf being fiknt. This was doubtlefs 
permitted, that my fclf-love Ihould not nourifh itfeif 
with my patience : For a flip of a moment caufed me 
months of humiliation, reproach and farrow, and 
proved the occafion of new crof&s. 



CHAP. VIL 

THIS fii-ft year I did not inake a right ufe of my 
affliaions in fuch a manner as llliould have done. 
1 Hill had vanity. 1 fometiines bed, to excufe things 
to my hulband and mother-in-law, becaufe I Itrangely 
flood in awe of them. Sometimes 1 broke out in a 
rage, their conduft appeared fo very unreafonabk, and 
efpeciaUy that moft provoking treatment of the girl who 
ferved me. It appeared to me a thing unheard of, that 
they fhoiild take her part againft me, however bafe and 
offenfive her deportment. For as to my mother-in-law, 
her aire and rank rendered the thing more tolerabie in 
her. "But thou, oh my Gon, brought me to fee things in 
far other lights. I found in thee reafons for fuffenng, 
which 1 had never found in the creature -, Thou cauf- 
ed me to reap a benefit from it, of which I had yet 
no profpca. I came afterward to fee in a dear light 
and with great joy, that this conduct, as unresfonable 
as it feemcd, and as mortifying as it was, was quite 
necelTary for me ; for if I had been applauded by my 
hufband and mother-in-law, as I was at my father's, my 
pride would have been intolerable. I had a fault com- 
mon to moft women, that ! could not hear a beautiful 
woman praifed, without finding fome fault m her, art- 
fully caufing it to be remarked, in order to klkn the 
' good 
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good which was faid of her. This faiil: of mine con- 
tinued long. It is the fruit of a grofs and malignant 
pride, as well as that of extravagantly extolling any 

I CRjjw big with my firtt child. During this time 
they took good care ot me, and my crolTes were thereby 
lomcwhat mitigated. Indeed I was heavily indifpoftd • 
It was enough to excite the compaffion of the mod in' 
different. Befide they had fo great a de foe ofhavino- 
children, that they were much afraid left I Ihouid anv 
way hurt myfdf. Yet toward tlie latter part, this care 
and tendernels of me abated: And once, asmytnother- 
in-law had treated me in a very grating manner, I had 
the malice to feign a cholic, to give them in my turn 
fomc alarm ; for had I been hurt by it they would have 
been inconfolabte, as my hulband was an only fon 
and my mother-in-law, who was very rich, could not have 
heirs but by him. But as I faw this little artifice cave 
them too much pain, 1 told them I -vas better. No 
creature could be more heavily loaden with ficknefs 
than I was, during this pregnancy. Befide continual 
hcavmgs, I had fo ftrange a diftafte, except for Jome 
triiir, that I could not bear the fight of food. I had 
likewife continual fwoonjngs and violent pains. I had 
a very fore time in my delivery -, and my weakrefs was 
fevere and long. I had wherewith to exercife patience 
which I ofl^ered up to our Lord. And as fooii as 1 had 
a htde relief, I feemed to fufl^er with much content 
irom a fever which I had I was fo weak, that after 
feveral weeks I could fcarce bear to be moved, to have 
my bed made. When I Was got a little better, an 
impollhume fell upon my breaft, which was forced to 
be laid open in two places, wliich gave me great pain • 
Yet all thefc maladies feemed to me only a ihadow of 
troubles, in coinparifon of ihofc 1 fuffered in the fami- 
ly; which far from diminifliing daily increafed I was 
alfo fubjefl to a very bad head-ach. Indeed life was 
fo wearifome to me, that ail the maladies which were 
thought mortal did not frighten me. 

This 
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This lying-in fet off my perfon, and confcquentJy 
gave me fome vanity. I was glad of being marked 
with regard. And, far from avoiding the occafions 
thereof, ( went to the public walks, tho' but ftldom •, 
and when in the ftreeis, I pulled off my niafli out of 
vanity, and drew off my gloves to fliew my hands. Could 
there be greater folly i I fometimes alfo went to the 
ball, where I expofed my vanity in dancing. 

There fell out in the family an affair of great confe- 
quence, in regard to our tenaporals. The lofs was 
very confiderable. It coft me ftrange crofles for above 
a year, not that I cared for the loffes which it caufed. 
But I feemed to be the butt of all the ill humours of 
the family. It would require a volume to defcribe all 
that I fuffered during this time. With what pleafure 
did I facrifice thefe temporals ; and how often refiun 
inyfelf to have begged my bread, if God had fo or- 
dered it ! My raother-in-law was inconlblable. She 
bad me pray to God for thefe things ; but to me 
that was entirely injpoffible. Oh my deareft Lord ! 
never could I pray to thee about the world, or things 
of the world ; never fully my facred addreffes to the 
Majefly on liigh with the dirt of the earth : No, I 
rather wiihed to renounce it all, and every thing be- 
fide whatibevcr, for the fake of thy precious lo-ve, and 
the enjoyment of thy prefence in that kingdom, which, 
is not of this world. I wholly facrificed myfelf to thee,, 
even earndlly begging thee rather to reduce our family 
to beggary, than fuffer it to offend thee. In my own 
mind 1 excufed my mother-in-law, faying to myfelf, 
" If thou hadft taken the pains to fcrape and fave like 
" her, thou wouldft not be fo indifferent at feeing fo 
" much loft. Thou enjoyeft what coft thee nothing, 
" and rcapeft what thou haft not fowed," Yet all thefe 
thoughts could not make me fenfible to our loffes. I 
even formed agreable ideas of our going to the hof- 
pital. No ftate appeared to me fo poor and miferable, 
which I (liould nor have thought cafy, in comparifon 
of the condnual domcftic perfccutions I underwent. 

My 
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My father, who loved me tcnderl);-, and whom I ho- 
noured beyond expreffioii, knew nothing of it. God 
fo permitted it, that I fliould have liira aifo difpleafed 
with me for fome time ; for my mother was continually 
telling him that I was an ungrateful creature, Ibewin" 
no regard for ihcm, but all for my hiifband's family! 
Appearances were againll me ; for I did not go to 
fee them a quarter as often as I (hovdd have clone. Btit 
they knew not the captivity I was in ; and what I was 
obliged to bear for defending them. Thel'e complaints 
of my mother, and a trivial affair that fell out, altered 
a little my father's fond regard for me ; but it did not 
hoki loniT. My mofher-in-taw reproached me, fayint?, 
" No affliclions befell them till I came into the houle. 
" All misfortunes came along with me." On tiie other 
fide, my mother wanted me to exclaim againft my huf- 
band which I cotdd never fubmit to. 

No body can write fuch things with more reluftancc 
than I do; and I confefs that, if I did not fear to dis- 
obey you, I Ihould be loth to profecute any further 
my narration. 

We continued to meet with lofs after lofs, the Kint^ 
retrenching a confiderable (hare of our revenues, be- 
Cde great films of rtioney left in our city houfe at Paris, 
I could have no reft or peace, in the midlt of fuch 
great afflictions. I had no mortal either to confole me, 
or to advife with. My fifter, who had educated me, 
had departed this life. She died two months before 
my marriage ; and I had no conEdence in any other. 

I NOW curled my hair not at all, or very little ; very 
rarely did I look at myfelf in a looking-glafs, that I 
might not gratify my vanity. 1 had for the exercife of 
reading, books of devotion, fuch as Thomas a Kempis, 
on the imitation of Jesus Chiiist, and the works of 
St. Francis de Sales which I read while the maid was 
combing me. Moreover I let myfelf be dreft jult as 
flie pleafed, which abridges a great deal of trouble and 

of 
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of the fubjeifts of vanity. I knew not how things were ; 
but they always liked me and thought all well in point of 
drefs.- -If on fome particular days I wanted to appear bet- 
ter, it proved worfe i and the more indifferent Iwas about 
it the better I appeared. How often have I gone to 
church, not fo much to worfhip Gon as to be fecn there? 
Other women, jealous of me, infilled upon it that I 
painted; and told my confcflbr of it, who chid me for 
it; but I aifured him of the contrary. I often fpoke in 
my own praife, and fought to raife my own elleem by 
depreciating others : Yet thefe faults gradually decreas- 
ed ; for I was very forry afterwards for having commit- 
ted them. I often examined myfelf very ftriftly, writ- 
ing down my faults and fiips, from week to week, and 
month to month, to fee how much I was improved or 
reformed. But alas ! this labour, tho" fatiguing, xvas 
but of little fervice, becaufe 1 placed moft of my truft 
in my own cares. The church was the place in which 
I was moft feen, and moft tempted with fentiments of 
vanity. 

Mr hufband's abfencewas fo long, and in the mean 
time my crofles and vexations at home fo great, that 1 
determined to goto him. My mother-in-l.iw ftrongly 
oppofed it ; but this once my father interfering, and 
infifting on it, l!ie let me go. At my arrival I found 
he had like to have died. Thro' vexation and fretting 
he was very much changed ; for he could not finifl: his 
affairs, having no liberty to attend them, keeping 
himfetf concealed at the hotel de Loxgueville, where Me- 
dam de Longiimlk was extremely kind to me. But as 
I appeared much to view, he was in great fear left 1 
Qiould make him known; in a rage he bad me return 
home : But love, and my long abfence from him, fur- 
mounting every other reafon, he foon relented and made 
me ftay with him. He kept me eight days, without let- 
ting me ftir out of his chamber; 'till, fearing the ef- 
fect of fuch a clofe confinement on my conftiiiition, he 
defired me to go and take a walk in the garden, where 
K I me* 
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1 met Maiiam de Lmgue-Ms who teftilied great joy on 
feeing me. 

I CAN-NOT exprefs all the kindnefs I met with in this 
liouie. AH oiEcers here ferved me with emulation, and 
applauded me on account of my poor milcrable perfon 
and exterior deportment: Yet 1 was much on my <.uard 
agamft paying too great attention thereto. I nev?r en- 
tered into ducourfe with any man when alone. I admit- 
ted none into my coach, not even of my relations, un- 
Ids my huftand were in it. No more did I enter into 
any man s coach. In Ihort there was not any rule of 
dUcrenon, which I did not duly obii;rve to avoid giv- 
ing any fufpicon to my hufband, or fubjeft of calumny 
to others. .So much precaution had I for a vai,i point 
of honour, and fo little for the true honour, xvhich is to 
pieafe God, Every one Ihidied there how to contribute 
to divert or oblige me. The appearance of things witii- 
oun was too enchanting for me ; but it was far other- 
wife within ; chagrin had fo much overcome and ruffled 
my hulTiand, that I had hard things daily, and often in the 
day, to digeft. Sometimes he threatned to throw the llm- 
per out of the windows : But i faid to him, " he would 
then do me an injury, as I had a keen appetite." I 
made him laugh, and laughed with him. This appeal 
ed htm ; and the manner in which I fpt>ke diverted 
him. Before that, melancholy prevailed over all I cotild 
do, and over the love he had for me. But Goo both 
armed me with patience, and gave me the grace to re- 
turn himnoanlwer; fo that the devil, who attempted 
to draw me into fome offence, was forced to retire in 
confufion, thro' the %nal affiftance of that grace, 

Aftir this I fell fick. As I would not incommode 
the hml de Loaguenlk, I got myfelf removed to another 
place, where 1 was reduced to fuch extreniit" that af 
tcr having m feven days taken from me forty eight cups 
of blood, till they could gee no more, the docTiors crave 
nae over. There was not the lead: likelihood of°my 
recovery. Tne prieft, who confeffid me, being a pei- 
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fon of piety and difcernment, having been an intimate 
friend of St. Framcis de Sales, appeared well (atisfied 
on my behalf, and faid, " [ Ihotild die like a lain;," 
But my fins were too prefent to my mind, and too pain- 
ful to my jieart, to have fuch a prciiimption. At mid- 
njo-ht tjicy broiiglit nic the holy iiialicum* It was a 
fcene of general diftrefs in the family, and among all 
that knew me, There was none but I to whom death 
was indifferent. I beheld it without fear, and was ren- 
dered inienfible to its approach. Fsr othervvife was it 
with my hufband, who was inconfolabie, and like to 
die of grief, when he faw there was no more hope, no 
more blood in my veins : Yet miraculoufly I recovered ■, 
and to me this malady proved of great benefit ; for, be- 
fide a very great patience under violent pains, it ferved 
to illuminate me much in my view of the emptineft of 
worldly things ; it detached me from myfelf, and gave 
me new courage to fuSfer better than I had done. The 
love of Goo gathered ftrength in my heart, with a dc- 
fjre to pieafe and be faithful to liiiii in my condition. 
Several other advantages I reaped from it, of which it 
would be uielefs to go thro' the whole detail, I had 
yet fix months to drag along with a flow fever and he- 
patic flux. It was thought that would have brought 
me to my end. But thy time. Oh my Gon, was not 
yet arrived for taking me to thyfelf. Thy deligns over 
me were widely different fiom the expciftadons of thofc 
about me; it being thy determination to make me 
both theobjeGof thy mercy and theviiftim of thy juf 
tice. 



* The eucliaiiH, or commTinion of bread and wine, given to 
perfons in the pangs of death, pretended to fircngthen the foul for 
(Cs vflyage to the oilier World. 
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[Of the grofs abufe of language among 
the Papijls &c. 

T Purpofed from the beginning to take fome notice 
-1. hereof, as I ihoiight jt reqnifite, Not willing to over- 
load the prdiminary obfervations, I defigncd to infe/t 
in a note my remarks on this deceiving and mifchievous 
abiilc ; bur cluile rather to have it printed in the iareer 
type, ° 

The language of the New Tcftament fingly and en- 
tirely tends to the fanaification of the Ibul and unfpot- 
tedgoodnefe of life : Put Pofijh pneftcraft has moil art- 
fully adulterated the chriilian language to ferve the 
purpofes of iuperftition, to lead away the people from 
truth into error, into wrong ideas about matters of 
moment, m order to hoid thpm thereby more depen- 
dent on rhemlclves, and to heat them with violence in 
fupport of their errors. I fee this to be a large field 
Out of k I Ihall produce a little, and ftew it, I hope' 
in its proper colours, > r > 

Tm people have been taught to believe that their 
lijbops andpriifts, however proud or wicked, as too ma- 
ny of them have been, have a wonderful power, viz, 
to forgive aliens, while both the people's hearts and 
their own remain unchanged, and the nevv birth, which 
Chnft and his Apolllcs declare abfolute necelTary, ne- 
ver known; find that ihele nnen can cenfecrate, or place 
a holinefs in, ground, buildings, ulenfih, garments, wa- 
fers, water, &c, 

Confecrathn, in the New Teftament, is applied to 
Chkivt. He alone bvhis divine prefence, or by fuch 
as are created anew in him, whom he makes ufe of as 

indruments. 
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inftruments, can confttrate. When fuch cekftial favour 
is withdrawn, the tonfecratitm retires v/ith it. It then 
remains there no more, till by him it is renewed. Where 
Christ has tlie I'way, there all is confecrated; but with- 
out him nothing, whatever name be given to any place, 
perfon or thing. Wlien bifhops pretend to cunfecrale the 
ereiind, and the bnildings, which very improperly they 
call churches, what wild work is itj to fay no worfe of 
it? 

Tm church oi Qanm fcriptiire is defined to be thf 
pilar and gretind of the Irulh, i Tim. iii. 15, It there 
generally itands for the aflembly of the faithful, tho' 
we find that fuch afiembly continued to retain the fame 
name after apoftacy had entered, as the church of La- 
dicea, ice. But the Papifts have been taught to call a 
dead building the church, and feduced to reverertce ths 
hoiifcs of [he corrupt domijiiqn and lucre of their priefts. 
They aifo call the impofitions of their clefgy the com- 
mands of the church. 

Bistjops, in the New Teftament, are elders or over- 
fcers, patterns of humility and goodnefs : But Papifts 
have altered the good fenfe of the word, and applied it 
to lordly men, who, like the Scribes and Pharifee.';, -dislk 
in long robes, Isve the ufpennoji rooms at fiafts, the chief 
fiats in the fyaagogiies, and to be called of men Rahli, &c. 
Mat. xxiii. Luke kx. 46, 47. Thefe they ftykd 
Lords fpiritiml. Fathers in God, &c. Friefls among 
the Jews there were, of the tribe of Levi, who killed 
and offered the facrifices r But among chriftians in the 
New Teftament we find none. 

Zeal in the Nev/ Teftament means a pure fiame of 
love to God, and to mankind : But among Papifts a 
flame of bigotry for idle and empty pomps and cere- 
monies; or a flame of rage and cruelty againft good men 
and women who dare think and aft aright, in bearing 
a faithful teftimony for Christ, againft the Antichrifti- 
(111 impofitions of Popery. Oh what grievous havock 

has 
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hastiiis perverted little word Zfsl made ! If men were 
3(v;/(,j(j iiiutLieky againO tjou called hevccicks, tramp- 
ling on evf-ry .-:..',; .•ri.i,,nani,y, fucFi men, or rather 
Tiionflrrs i>i iutbaru), were generally honoured and 
indulged, however fcandalous and profligate tlieir lives. 

Saints were canonized by Popes, many of them for 
their furious z«/ in pcrfecuting, inftead of labouring 
with much diligence and patience to convince oppofers ; 
or for their zeal in biiilting and ciTibcllidjing fuperb fa- 
bricks, quite contrary fo the fimplicity of the Gofpel, 
and to the patttrn left us by Christ, ivhefe knigdmn is 
MtBfilnsimiylii, John xviii. ^6. 

HoLYDAYS, falfelyfo called, have been fuperftitioudy 
inftitured to draw the people from honefl- laudable in- 
duliry, into temptations toidlenefs, intemperance, and 
profanity, lo the great injury both of themfelves anii of 
the country they live in. 

Trinity is a word which has done much harm. It 
has occafioned much violent altercation and diflenfi- 
on : So much fafer it is to ufe the plain language of 
the New Teftament. 

Sackament is a word borrowed from the heathens 
of old Rome, being among them a military oath. As 
to Baptifm, Christ declares it neceffary; but he no 
where joins to it any earthly thing, or outward clement. 
Mat. xxviii. jg, Markxvi. 16. John the Baptift de- 
clared, " I Indeed baptize you with water, but he Ihall 
baptize you with the Holy Ghoft, Sec" Mat. iii. u. 
The Apoftle Paul joins Ofin Lord, one faith^ mie bap- 
tifm, Eph iv. 5. The me faith ani haftifm are hea- 
venly gifts from that mt Lord, inwardly purifyin» the 
heart from every defilement ; whereas what the Papifts 
call holy viaUr can only wafli the outfide, the filth ef 
thefiefh. See 1 Pet. iii. 21. 

From 
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Fro:.4 old Pagan idolatry they brought into ufe, 
amon" Chriftians, the names of the days of the week 
and months of the year. Their I'uperllition ha": alfo 
added the names of many other times, as Shrovetide, Lent, 
£afier,* IVbitfanlide, Michaelmas, Marimmas, Chnjinnis, 
Ciindlemss, with feverai others, quite contrary to the apof- 
tolic cautions Gal. iv. 9, lO, ii. Col. ii. 11, to the 
end. jTiM. iv. 1, 2, 3, 4, 5. 

Their fuperftirion has alfo introduced a vail abun- 
dance of other words and things never heard of in the 
Holy Scriptures, as keads, chapkts, nfaries, fcapularies, 
convents, doyjlers, clergy, laily, fpciifers, godfathers, geil- 
mothsrs, popes, pontiffs, prelates, psbcnds, monks, friars, 
jsfuits, abhats, ahbijfes, tmnfabfiantiation, &c. Their 
priefts and friars, they always cs-W fathers, their abbcfles 
and priorefles mothers, young friars brothers, nam Jijlcrs. 
By religion they frequently mean a monaftlc life, by 
the religious friars nuns &c. a long bead-roll in many 
and various divifions. 

HiNCE it appears that what the wife king obferved is 
in that corrupt church amply verified, "God ipade 
" man upright, but they have fought out many inven- 
" lions." EccL. vii. aj. 

And yet in that very church it hath pleafed God, as 
it were miraculouily, to railc up fome as btimiag and 
Jhining lights, whofe fteps in life are well worthy to be 
traced, who did not join in perlccuting any, but were 
meek, patient and periecuted. They indeed ufcd the 
current words of their native countries, in their cor- 
rupted mcinings, but without feeing them as fuch, 
the means of fuch fight being wichlield from them. I 
have often been forry, with many more, that the re- 
fomnation from Popery in England has retained too nii- 

* The ViOt&EaJltf is racnUD^ci in our rtand^lion of the New 
Ttftament, Acts kIi. 4. Bar it is the tranflators fauk, Therf 
was then no PopiJh Eajttr^ It ouglic :o liave been tranllatcd, the 

many 
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manyof the Popifi) words and ways, inftead of cominrr 
clear out of them, like Ifrail out of Egypt, not ka-ym 
a boof behind, Exoo. x. 26.] 



CHAP. VIJI. 

AFTER a iong languifhing time I recovered ; about 
which time my dear mother deoarted this life 
in great tranquility of mind ; having, befide other, 
virtues, been in partictilar very charitable to the poor. 
This virtue, fo acceptable to God, he was ^racioully 
pleafetl to begin to reward, even in this life, with fuch 
a Ipirit of refignation, that though ihe was but twenty- 
tour hours fick, Ihe was made perfdrly eafy about every 
thing that was near and dear to her in thtsworld. I now 
applied myfelf to my duties, never failing 10 praftife 
that of prayer twice a day. I watched over myfelf, to 
lubdue myielt continually. I ssznt to vifit the poor in 
their houfes, and adifted them in their maladies ; and 
did (according to my underftanding) all the good I 
knew. Thou, oh my God, increafed both my love 
and my patience, in proporTion to my fufferings. I 
had no regret tor the temporal advantages which my 
mother had procured to my brother above me; yet at 
home they fell on me about that, as about every thing 
eife. I was aUo very much incommoded with a fecond 
pregnancy, and had for fome time a tertian auue. I 
did not indeed ferve thee yet with that fervour which 
thou waft pleaied to give me foon after: For I would 
have been glad to reconcile thy love with the love of 
myfelf and of the creatures ; unhappily, ftiU findino- 
lome who loved me, and whom I could not forbear 
wifcing to plcaie ; not that I loved them, but for the 
love I bore to myfelf. 



A Lady 
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A Ladv, who was an exile, came to my father's 
houfe. He offered her an apartment in it which ftie 
accepted, and ftaid there a long time. She was one of 
great piety and inwardnefs. She had a fingular kind- 
nefs for me, becaule fhe law that I had a defire to love 
Gon, and that I employed myfelf in the exterior works 
of Charity. She remarked that I had the virtues of 
an aflive and biiftling life ; bvit that it was not in the 
fimplicity of prayer Ihe was in. She fometimes dropped 
a word to me on that fubjeft; But as my time was 
not yet come, I did not underlland her. She ferved 
me more by her example than her words. I obferved 
on her countenance fomething which marked a great 
enjoyment of the prefence of God. I tried, by the 
force of head and of thoughts, to gain it to myfelf; 
but with much trouble to little purpofe. I wanted to 
have by efforts wljat I could not acquire, but in ceafmg 
from eflbrts. 



My Father's nephew, of whom I have made men- 
tion before, was returned from G/chiucbiUfi, to carry 
over fame priefts from Europe. Kxceeding glad I was 
10 fee him, well remembring what good his firft 
paffing by h.id done me. The Lady abovemenuoned 
was no lefs glad than I; and they convcrfed together 
in a fpiritual language. The virtue of this excellent 
relation charmed me ; and I admired his continual 
prayer without being able to comprehend it. I endea- 
voured to meditate, and to think on God without in- 
termiffion, to utter prayers and ejaculations, but could 
not acquire, by all my toil, what God gave me him- 
felf, and which is experienced only in fimplicity. iVIy 
coufin did all lie could to attach me more ftrongly 
to God. He conceived a vaft affeflion for me. The 
purity he obferved in me from tlie corruptions of the 
age, the abhorrence of fin at a time of life when others 
arc beginning to rclilli the pleafures of it, (for I was 
not yet eighteen years old) gave him a tendernefs for 
mc. I complained to him of my faults ingenuoufly; 
for 1 had been fufHciently illuminated in regard to 
L them ; 
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them; but, as the difficulty of entirely reforming my- 
f^lf much abated my courage, he cheered and exhorted 
me to ftipport myi'cif, and to peiievere in my good 
endeavours for it. 

I BELIEVE his prayers were more effbaual thin his 
words ; for no fooner was he gone out of my father's 
boufe, tlun thou, oh my divineXove! manifefted thy 
fignal regard to me. The defire I had to pleafe thee, 
the tears [ llied, the manifold pains I underwent, the 
labours I fiillained, and the little fniit I reaped from 
them, moved thee with compalTion. Thou gave me in 
a moment, by thy Grace, wliat I could not procure for 
myfelf by all my efforts. Such was the condition of 
my foul, when by a goodncfs fo much the greater, as 
I had rendered myfelf the more unworthy of it, thoti 
fent the favourable breath of thy divine operative 
Power to make me fleer with full fails over the fea of 
affliaions. The thing fell out thus. I often fpoke to 
my confeflbr about the great anxiety it gave me to find 
I could not meditate, in order to pray, nor imagine to 
myfelf any thing profitable to the purpofe. Subjects 
of prayer which were too extenfive, to me were ufelefs. 
Such as were Ihort and pithy fuited me better ; but my 
confeflbr, I found, did not comprehend the matter, or 
underftand my meaning. 

At lensith God permitted a religious perfon, very 
devout, of the order of St. Francis *, to pals by my 
lather's habitation. He had dcfigncd going another 
way, that was fliorter and more commodious; but 
a fecret power made hitn change his defign. He 

•St. FniKcis of /aP. ir- Ilaty, (irft a merchant, beciniE af- 
terward patriarch and laanAtt of the order that bears his name, 
i/(i. the Order of Fraaci/cati Friari, in izob, approved by Pope 
IsKocf KT in. in I 225. It hu fince bratichett into feveral others 
as Minims, Recolets. CapvMrhjns, &c. So that there is mw faid to 
Ik as infinite number of thefe Frulrct mi^ra, as tliey call them \a 
Prjmct, Sfaii,. and other popilh couuttics. The founder died in 
I 226, aged ^6 . 

faw 
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faw at firft that there was fomething for him to do, and 
thought that God had called him for the converhon of 
a man of-fome dillinaion in that country: But his la- 
bours there proved fruitlcfs. It was the contqueft of 
my foul which was defigned. It feemcd as it (jod 
paired over all the reft, only to favour this ungrateful 
heart. As foon as he arrived in our country, he came 
to fee my father, who was very glad of his coming. 
At this time I was lying-in of my fecond fon ; my fa- 
ther was ficic and like to die. For fome time they 
concealed it from me, in regard to my condition ; till 
a perfon more indifcreei told me it. Initantly I arde, 
all weak as I was, and went to fee him at the hazard of 
my life ; and a dangerous illnefs it coll me. My fa- 
ther was recovered, but not endrely ■, yet enough to 
rrivc me new marks of his affeflion, I told him of the 
ftron-^ defire I had to love Gon, and my great fortovv 
for not being able to do it fully. My father, as he 
had a oreat fondnefs for me, thought he could not give 
me a more folid indication thereof, than m procuring 
me an acquaintance with this worthy man. He told 
me what he knew of him, and urged me to goto 
fee him, 

I MADE at firfl: a difficulty of doing ir, being intent 
on obferving the rules of the ftrideft prudence How- 
ever my father's repeated inftances had with me the 
place of a pofitive command. I thought I could not 
do amifs, in a thing wliich I only did in obedience to 
him I therefore took a kinfwomjn along with me 
and went. At firll he feemed a little contuled -, for he 
was rcferved toward women. Being newly come out ot 
a fwe years folitude, he was furprized that I was the 
fitft to addrefs him. He fpoke not a word tor fome 
time. I knew not what to attribute his filence to, I 
did not hditate to fpeak to him, and to tcU him in a 
few words my difficulties about prayer. He prefently 
replied, " It is. Madam, becaufe you feck without 
« what you have within. Accuftom yourfclt to leek 
'.' God in your heart, and vem will find him." 

L 2 H.tVINC 
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Having faid thefe words, he left me. Thev mere 
to me like tlie ftroke of a dart, wh.ch pierced my 
heart afunder. I tclt at this Inftrint a woutid very deeo 
mttten with the love of God; a wDimd fo ddighttul tim 
1 delired it tiever to be cured. Thefe words broi,aht 
into my heart what I had been feeking fo many yea°s - 
or .rai:h<;r they made me difcover what was there, and 
ju Ml'' "" '^''JOy for "=>"' of knowing it. Oh my 
Lordt Ihcu waft in my heart, and demanded only 
the turning of my mind inward, to make me foei thy 
preface Oh nifitiite Goodneft I Thou wa. fa near! 
and I ran hither and thither feeking thee, and yet found 
thee not. My Ide was a btirden to me, and my hTp 
pinefs was within myielf. I was poor in the midft of 
nches and ready to petift with himser, near a table 
plentiiully fpread, and a continual fiaft. Oh Eeaiirv 
antient a.dnew! Wiiy have 1 known thee fo lati^? 
Alas ! I longht thee where thou waft not, and did not 
fcek thee where thou waft. It was for wint of uX 
fending thefe words of thy gofpel, " The kingdom 
of God Cometh not with obfervatinn ; neither Shall 

kmgdom of God is within you." This I now ex- 
perienced fince chon became my King, and my heart 
thy Ic ngdom, where thou reigned as Sovereign and 
d.d^ dl thy Will. This fell out on MAC.S.'Day^ 

" LZ'a 1 ''^' ^°°^ ""f ' " '^^' ^ ^'"^ n°' know what 

ht had done to me, that my heart was quite changed, 

that God was there; for from that moment heliad 

given me an experience oi' his prefence in my fotd ■ 

not by thought, or any application of mind, but al 

a thing really poiTefTed after the fweeteft manner" F 

experienced thole words m the Canticles : " Thy Name 

" IS as precious ointment poured forth ; therefore do 

the virgms love thee." For I felt in my foul an 

una.on which, as a falutary perfume, healed in a 

moment all my wouads. I Ilept not all chat night, be! 

caufc 
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caiife tliy love, oh my God ! flowed in me like deli- 
cious oil ; and burntd as a fire which was going to de- 
vour all that was left of fdf in an inilant, I was all 
on a hidden fo altered that I was hardly lo be known 
either by r.iyfelf or others. 1 found no more thofe 
troublefome faults or reluc'tances. They a!l difap- 
peared, as being confiimed, like chaff in a great fire. 

I now became defirous tliat the inftiument hereof 
mitrht become my direaor, preferable to any other. 
Ti^s good father, however, could not readily refolve 
to charge himfelf with my condua, though he faw 
fo furprizing a change effefted by the hand of God. 
Several reafons induced him to exciife himfelf; firft 
my perfon, then ray youth, for I was only nineteen 
years of age; and laiHy, a promife he had made tc> 
God, from a diftroft of himfelf, never to take upon 
himfelf the diredion of any of our fex, unlefs God, 
by fomc particular providence, flioiikl charge him 
therewith. Upon my carneit and repeated requeft to 
him to become my diredor, he hiid he would pray to 
God thereupon, and bad me do fo too. As he was at 
prayer, it was faid to him, " Fear not that charge; flie 
" is my fpoufe." This, when I heard it, affefted me 
greatly. " What, (faid 1 to myfelfj a frightful mon- 
" fter of iniquity, who have done lb much to oifend 
" my God, in abuling his favours, and requiting theni 
" with ingratitude; and now to be thus declared lus 
" fpoufe !" After this he confented to my requefl. 

NoTtitNO was more eafy to me now than to pr-aftife 
prayer. Hours paffed away like moments, while 1 
could hardly do any thing elfe but pray. Tlie fer- 
vency of my love allowed me no intermiffion. It was 
a prayer of rejoicing and of pofleffion ; wherein the 
tafte of God was fo great, fo pure, unblended and iiin- 
terrupted, that it drew and abforbcd the powers, of the 
foul into a profound recolleftion, without aft or dif- 
courfe. For I had now no fight but of Jssus CuaisT 

alone. 
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alone. Al! e!fe was excluded, in order to love wiiFi 
the greater ex E«it, widiout any lelfijh motives o- 
reaions lor lovjng. 



CHAP. IX. 

SUCH was tiie prayer that was given me at once, 
which IS far above extafics, ravifhments and vifions. 
All ihele gifts are more iubjea to the iUufion or traiif- 
rormation of the adverlary. 

It is of fuch that St. PAirL fpeaks, where he fays. 
That Satan iramfcrm himfetf into an angel of tight. 2. 
Cor II. ,8. which is generally the cafe with iUch as 
are fond of vifions, and Jay a ftrels on them : becaufe 
they are apt to convey a vanity to the foul, or at kail 
to hinder it from humbly attending on God only. 

ExTASiEs arife from a fenfible relini, and may be 
termed a fpintual fenfualiry, wherein the foul letting it- 
fdf go too far, by reafoii of the fweetnefs it findJ in 
them, falls imperceptibly into 3 ftate of decay. The 
cr^ty enemy prefents fuch ibrts of interior elevations 
and raptures, for baits to trepan the foul ; to render it 
fenfual, to fill it with vanity and felflove, to fix its et 
teem and attention on the gifts of God, and to hinder 
It from following Jesus Chuist in the way of renun- 
ciation, and of death to all things but him only. 

And as to the diftinft interior words, or commttni- 
cations, the enemy forms many of them : Or if they 
come from God, they don't always fignify what they 
are (too haftily) taken for by the creature; he meaning 
things in his own manner, and we taking them in ours°' 
which deceives us, and caufes that many things, after 

the 
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the moft fanguinc expeaations, raifed on vice's merely 
imaginary, don't come to pafs. 

But the immediate Word of God ncwr deceives. 
Ic is incapable of any error. It is Jesus Chkist him- 
felf the Word, which is never one moment mute or 
unfruitful i it never ceafes in the center of the fou!, 
when difpofed for the hearing of it. It is efficacious in 
that foul in which it is received, and m communicating 
itfeif through that to other fouls, to malie them iruit- 
fu! to eternal life ; Christ himlelf becoming the life 
of fuch fouls. 

The revelations of things to come are alfo very dan- 
gerous ; and the devil can counterfeit tliem, as he did 
formerly in the temples of the heathens, in which he 
uttered oracles. They too frequently give falfe af- 
furances and frivobiis expea:ations, take up the mind 
with future things, hinder it from dying to itfclf, and 
to all things, in order to follow Jesus Christ in his 
poverty, ftripped of all. .1, ,> 

Far different from this is tbe Rewlitlion of J^strs 
Chbist, Gal. I. 16. mentioned by St. P.wt. It is 
manifelled to the foul when the eternal Word is com- 
municated to it. It makes us new crealum, mated 
anew in Him. This revelation is always true, and what 
the devil cannot counterfeit. From hence proceeds tlie 
only fafe eitwfy or ravifliment, which is operated only 
bj 'nalced faith, and by dying even to the gifts of God, 
how ftiblime and excellent foever they may appear; be- 
caufr as long as the foul continues reding in them, it 
does not fully renounce itlelf, and fo never palTing 
into God, lofcs the real enioynient of the Giver, which 
is indeed an ineftimable lofe. 

Lest I fliould let my mind go after tliefe gifts, and 
fteal myfelf from thv love,, oh my Goa, thou waft 
pleafed to Es me in a coatinual adlierence to thy fc:J 
alone. Souls thus directed g^t the Oiorteft way. They 

are 



66 , The L I F E o.- P^r.^ j. 

are to expeft great Aiffcrings, efpedally if they are 
m,gl„y in fa,ch, m mortification and d«cincfs to all but 
Gon done. A piireand difintercfted love, an intenfe 
nrfs ot mind tor the advancement of thy imcrcit ami 
of nothing ehc, th* wereth. difpofitionftto 'tS 
jniplanted in me and even a fervent defire of fiiffer- 
ing for thee. The croft which I k..d hkherto bort, only 
7 ■■efignation was now become my dcligiir, and the 
rpecjalobjeft of my rejoicing. ^ , an^ me 



CHAP. X. 



I J ^"."K"""' of my wonderfid change, in point 
f ''^PP;"^'^' to that good father who h.d b.cn 
made the n,a«imenr of it. It fill.d him both with icy 
and afio,„lhme.t. Oh my God, what penances did 
the ove of fuffenngs caiife me to undergo ! I praclif 
ed all the auftennes I codd imagine .- Bu? they were a 1 
too weak to fatisfy the defire I had for fnffering. Tho' 
my body was very delicate, the inftrt.ments of penance 
lore It without giving me pam enough, as I thoughr.* 

I dre'f- 

S.vio.r, (peaking of r„„dry kind, of sunuchs. 
And there b= eunuchs whkh hive m.idc liemftivcs 
Hingdom of heaven's fake, He tiat is able to re- 
recen-c it." Mat. lix. i ,. M. Gnion here =„- 
of the voluntarr Mderilks whieh (he infliaed on 
(hew the flrength of her zeal, according to the 
then ft,v things, bolh for the pBiiiftment of (ins 
body, and to prepare it for all manner of fcard- 
Ihe might meet mth, in ,uf^„g Christ h- 
loui cruel perfecutwo was to be expcfled - -, tl,e 
was fo eiteniirely prevalent. 

Ev£»r day lor fome time flie took long dlfeFpIines with fcoui- 
«e. pointed with iron ; (he tore her flclh with brainhk thorn 
and n«tie=. whieh Ih. kept about her, till her hearrfailed under 

tlieir 



* Our bkfl-cd 
concludes this, " 
** euRQchsfor the 
" ceive it let h.\ir. 
tsTS into a detail 
her body, whkh 
light in which (he 
committed in ?hat 
Ihips and luffering 
yhr^ msfiy from whi 
kingdom of Satan 
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I drefltid grievoLis ibres and wounds, and gave reme- 
dies to the Eck. At my firft engaging in this fort of 
trmpby, my very hesrc would rite within tnt -, and it 
was wuh rhc greatL^ft difficulty 1 was able ro bear it . 
fiut as foon as my averfion ceaftid, and my heart could 
3.1 well btar the mott grievous as the moll agreeable 
thing;, this engagement was removed from ine, to 
M mal:e 



ihsif pAin, and \\tr fleep was taken away by it. She could not bear 
eichifr to iit or lit: down t^y reafon of the ftiarp paints of iron^ which 
ituck in her Heih. Very often fhe kept wormwood in her iiioiith, 
^nd puEcoioquiiitida in her- food j tho' at the fame time Hie eat fo 
little that it was a wonder how (he lived. So fhe was al mofi: al- 
ways Cck, or !afiguifliing, or very fteble. When ftic walked, (he 
putiioncs in her ihoes. AH that could allure the talte or flatter the 
fenfes wasrefafed to them; all that gave itn; greaccft diHihc orpgin 
was given rhcm. Her heart* which till then was fb nice and de- 
licate, chat whatever gave her the kail difguS juiadc it rife with, 
incredible efforts, durlt not Jeftify any refiil^^r^ce, without fedng 
icfeU immediately confttained to Cake u-hat made it almoft ready to 
buril ; and that fo much and ^xi lonqr, till ther? r mained in ic no 
more thekaft refilknte. X-Ier talle, which till then could fcarcc rc^ 
!iih a,ny ihitig, was forced to tjlce every thing witbou dillindlionoi 
choice. This fhc continued as long as her heart refilledj which held 
a prettv long iime, as flie eould not otherwife furfriount herfelfin 
tbeie tiiicgs. Often when fiie thought to do things, fhe w^s ftopped 
iliort ar once, and put upon fomething more difagreable to her, 
till her fcnfes were rcndefed fo fupple as to have neither inclinati^ 
on norave^fion. She adds "For federal years I praftiffd thefe 
" firff auftcrities: But as to thefo thingSj in lefs tbaq nne vear my 
" fcnfes were fubjcQcd. Nothing fo faon fubducs them as to re- 
*< fufs them whatever they defire, and fO give tbem what rhey dif^ 
*' like. The reft docs not make nsdie to Our own wills fo much ; 
" And aulieritiea, how great focver they be, if they are not ac- 
" compaiiicd with what I h^ve juft fsid, always leave the fenf^^s irv 
" fcigour, a.nd nei^er mortify them, Rut this, joined wiih inward 
" attencion to God, entirely takes away their life.*' Hereby ihc 
effsiftuallyconquTred ber delicacy, and thro^ refulution and fteadinefa 
r^radiially brought herfelf to be naturalized to fuch things as badb^- 
Torc appeared to her e.^ceedij]g loathfome ; which proTcd of ftrvice, 
as hereafter will appear. 
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-make way for others ; For I did nothing of myfelf, 
but left myCclf to be wholly governed bj my Ibvereign 
-in all things. 

. When that good fatiier allied me how I loved God, 
I anfwcred, " Far more than the moft pafTionate lover 
" his beloved; and that even this comparifon was im- 
-" proper, fmce the love of the creatures never can at- 
" taiu to this either in ftrength or in depth." This love 
of God occupied my heart fo conftantly and fo ilrong- 

iy, that I could think of nothing elfe, as indeed Ijudg- 

■cd nothing ellc worthy of my thoughts. 

The good father, above mentioned w^s an excellent 
•preacher. He was defired to preach in the parifh to 
'which I belonged, called MagirJen's. When I came, 
I was lb flrongly abforbed in God, that I could ntither 
open my eyes, nor hear any thing that he faid. I found 
that thy word, oh my Gor, made its own impi-cfiion 
on ray heart, and there had its effefl, without the me- 
'diation ot words, or any attention to them. And I have 
found itfo evcrfince, tho' after a different manner, ac- 
cording to the different degrees and conditions I have 
paffed through. So deeply was I fettled in the inward 
fpirit of prayer, tliai I could fcaice any inore pronounce 
.the vocai prayers. 

This immerfion in God immerged all thines. I 
could no more fee the faints, or even the Blcfied Vir- 

!gin, out of God ; but I beheld them all in him. And 
tho' I tendeily loved certatji faints as * St. Petbe, St. 
Paul, bt. JMahy Magdalen, St. Teresa, with all 
thofe who were fpiritual, yet I could not form to mv- 

, felf images of them, nor invoke any of them out of 

. God. 

* The thref firrt nrenti'oncd Saints are fcripturii!. An account 
of tlie founh vvili Ue gi\'tn in the appendix tij ihis part. 

A few 



A few weeks after! h.td received that interior wound 
of the heart, which had begun mj change, was held 
the fcall of Notrt Dame, (or the ble.Ted virgin) in the 
Convent in which was that good father my direi5tor. 
I went in the morning to get the indulgences-, arid 
was much ibrpriled when 1 came there, and faw thai 
1 could not llir about them ; tho' I ftayed above five 
hours in the church. I was penetrated with fo lively a 
dart of pure love, t'.iat I could not refolve to abridge by 
indulgences the pains due to my fins. I faid to thee-, 
" Oh my love ! 1 am willing to luffcr for thee. I hnd 
" no other pleafure biu in fuffering for thee. InduU 
" gences may be good for thofe who know not the va- 
" lue offtifFerings, whochiife not that thy divine jiif- 
" tice Ihouid be fatislied ; who, having mercenary fouls, 
" are nor fo much afraid of difpleaQng thee, as of 
"the pains annexed to fin." Yet fearing I might be 
raiftaken, and commit a fault in not getting the indul- 
gences, for I had never heard of any one being iii fuc!i 
3 way before, I returned again to try to get them, but 
in vain ; fo not knowing what to do, I reiigned myieif 
herein to otir Lord; and, when returned home, writ to 
■that good father an account of my diipofition and fen- 
timents, in fucli a manner, that, preaching that day, 
he made what I had writ -s part of his fcrmon, therein 
reciting it verbatim as I bad writ it. 

I NOW qtiittcd al! companies, bad farewell for ever 
to plays and diverfions, dancing, unprofitable walks 
and parties of pleaftire. For two yeai-s I had left off 
the curling of my hair, and yet 1 looked very well, and 
it was what my huiband liked. My only pleafure now 
was to fteal fome moments of tlie day, to be alone with 
thee ■, oh thou, who art my only love ! All other plea- 
fure was a pain to me. I lofb not thy prefencc, which 
was given me by a continual intuuon, not as I had iipa- 
gined, by the effort of the head, or force of thought i(i 
meditating on God, but in the bottom of the wilf, 
where I tallied with unutterable fo-cetnefs the enjoyment 
jjf the beloved objefl, yet not, as I came to do after- 
" M 2 wards, 
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wards, hy an cfiVmia) union, but by a real mien in t^, 
■a.;!/, whicn brought mc to difcern, in a i>appy expcri- 
ence, :nat tfie loul was created to enjoy its God. 

Tnts union is the moft perfed of all thofe wliitli ar» 
operated i„ the powers.- Its effect is much ereater- 

\^-LT '\''""'T°^ ''''=«I'^'- powers enlighten tl,e 
nnnd, and ablorb th<: memory i yet, if ihcy are not 
accompanied with that of the will, they are at little ufe, 

?h,. t'Ti FrT u"^l ''r^''^' '^''^'- The union of 
the w,ll fubjeas the foul to Gou, conforms it to ..11 his 
mmd, aufes !elf will gradually to die, and hfily drau'- 
ing with, t the other powers, by means of the cliarity 
wich_ which u ,3 filled, it caufes then, frr.uluallv to be 
reunued in the centre, and to become i oil therein, as to 
tncn- own nature and operations 

Tins lofs h called the J^miiL-Him of the pc-^er.u as 
they are hereby annihilated, in regard to us tho' in 
themie ves they ft.ll fubfiff. It i, - p™portion.°ch 
rity fills and inflames, that it becomes foftron.^ as b-> 
degrees to furmoom all the activity of the wlfof man 

^■X^nVl:^^"^' ? ^'"', °^ ^•*^' ■" "'^'^h fort th"; 
when the foul ,s docile, to leave itfelf to be purified 
and emptied of all that whigh it ha-s of its own, oppo^ 
fue to the wUl of God, it finds itfelf by little and 
little detached from every motion of its own, a'ld 
placed in a holy indifference for willing; wilhing no- 
thing but what God does and wills. Thi., never ca-, 
, fa^ stained by the adivity of our wilt, even tho' it 
*ere employed m contiiuial devotions ; bccaufe th-fe 

the will fti 1 w fubhft ,n ufelf in a mt^ltipjicitv L 
a diffimulation or relembiance, of that of Goo 
But when, the will ot the creature thoroughly f„bm its 

. ' J-^fV^' P?"'';' '='"'!'= fell Khicb (he hste rSMlioas ftem to 
ope.;„g, ni,a.-c'm.„,f<,„ea. =d ^^Tnndt'fl nd° "^ <te ...*ara 
feckdhij th= .ffcaions and pafEon. °°''"'^™''"'£- 3^ Ac ^^11. 

to 
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to that of the Creator, leaving itfelf to be totally de- 
flroyed by the operation of charity,, this confumiiiates 
it in that of God, purifying it, before it afts, from all 
reftriftion, rcfemblance andfellifhnefs. 

The cafe is the fame v.'ith the otlier two powers, 
whereinto, by means of chaiity, the two other theo- 
logical virtues are introduced. Faith fo (b-ongly fcizes 
on tlie niiJer/ljinding, as to make it decline all reafon- 
iiicrs, all particular brighcnefles and illuft rations, were 
tliey everib fublime ; -which fufficiently demonftr.ites 
how ftr vifiuns, revelations, extafies, &e. differ from 
this, and hinder the foul from being loft in God ; tho' 
by them it appears loft in him for Tome Ihort feafons: 
But it is not a true lofs ; fince the foti! whicli is entire, 
Iv loft in God finds itielf again no more. Faith then 
makes the Ibul lofe every dlftlnft iight -, in order to 
place it in its own pure light. 

As we fee that the fiin with his general light enttrely 
covers or drowns all the little diftinfV lights of the ftaVs, 
which (in its abferice; glow, and are brightly difcer- 
rible; yet don't give us a light whereby we may fee 
things, as tliey are, in their proper forms and colours : 
So virions anci extafies may be difcernibie by reafon 
of their little c.-trent, {being narrow and felfifh) but 
don't fix us in the truth ; they are very liable to make 
«5 miffake by their uncertain glimmering. It i* theftme 
cafe with al! the inward openings which are not from 
true Faith. This faith is the gift of the holy fpirit, 
which, as it arifes, undeceives the foul frorfi the mifcon- 
ceptions occafioned by the others, and darkening ail 
the felf-pleafmg lights, puts it in the pure and facred 
Kwht of truth ; this is that alone whidi is fafe and fure. 
This is that trus light which fo juflly and excrllent- 
ly cnlightcmlh every «ian cmnin^ into the •aorl-d of the 
new life in Gon. This iight gave my heart to fee its 
minuteft faults, that nothing but pure love might be 
in the center of the fmil, according to thefc words of 

St. JOHPf 
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St. John, " He that dwellctfi in love dwelleth in God • 
" For God is love." i Johniy. i6. 



I 



CHAP. xr. 

MY ftnffs, as I Iiive hinted, were under a conti- 
nual mortification ; and I was not to give thc-m 
anyrefpite: For, to make thins^s entirely die,°onemnft 
nat gi e then: any relaxation, uli their total death be 
quite accompliflied. .Some concent themfclves with 
prailifing great autteriiies, and vet frequently give fome 
relief to the I'enfes, which they plead for, as innocent 
and necefflry; whereby they keep them alive ftill 
What deftroys thetn moft is to retuie them in general 
whatever plcifes, and to give them whatever they dif- 
like, fo long as is neceffary to render them fupple with- 
out dcfire or averfion. Should we allow them for a 
time a little relaxation, it would be as if a perfon were 
condemned to die with hung-r, and one ftould mve 
him now and then a liitle food, under a pretext of 
ftrengthenmg him a little ; fuch an one would prolong 
his iite and his puniihment. k is the fame calfc with 
opr fenles and natural appetites, our own fpirits and 
wills, bccaufe if we allow them ever fo little fubfiftence, 
we keep them up to the end in a dying life, which Itate 
St. Paul properly e-Yprcircs a kuring in the hih the dy- 
mgnfths LoKD Jesus ; i Cor. iv. to. but afterwards to 
fnew that !t was not to terminate here, he adds, -me an 
isad, mdeur life is hid -with Christ in God: Coi. iii. 
3, And indeed we can never thus hve in God, but by 
a total death. Thtn sU thfn^s mpaft; and till thiim 
are becomt mm. 2 Cor. v. 1 7. 

He who is dead after this fort has no farther need of 
mortification: But a great fault is committed by fome 
perfons well inclined, who having attained the extinSi- 
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on of fenftiality by this continual death without relaxa- 
tion, take tip their reft there, all their lives, without 
leavinff that labour, through a perfeift indifference, re- 
eeivinu alike the good and the bad, the iweet and the 
bitter, in order to enter upon a more ufeful labour, 
which is the mortification of fdf-jaiU, beginning by 
the lofs of ibeir awn aBiviij, which is never done 
without profound prayer, no more than the death of 
the fenfes will ever be entire without a tleep recollec- 
tion, or inwardnefs, joined with mortification; bc- 
caufe, without that, the foul continuing always turned 
on the fide of the fenfes maintains them in their vi- 
gour ; whereas by this inwardnefs it abides as it were 
feparated from them, and contributes this way, though 
indiredlly, more to their death than all befide. 

The tuore Thou augmented my love, and rcfignation, 
f)h my God, the more my crofles became great and 
continual; but love rendered them light to me. Oh 
poor fouls, who confiime yourfelves with endlefs 
trtiublss ; if, you fought Gon within yourfelves, ye 
would find liim, and with him the end of your evils. 
To me, as foon as one mortification ceal'ed to be any 
longer i'uch, love put me on another; for this love was 
fo fubtil and fo pure, that it made me difcover my very 
lead faults : If I was going to fpeak, it iliut my mouth; 
if 1 was filent, it moved me to fpeak. New faults now 
appeared to me in all my aftions, in fny manner of 
afting, in ray mortifications, my penances, my alms, 
my folitude, in my very gaite and manner of walking. 
If I fpoke any thing well of myfelf, pritle appeared : 
If i laid, " Well, I'll fpeak no more about myfelf, 
" good or bad;" felflave vis.5 difcovered, and the like. 
If I was too much recolkcted and referved, or too 
free and open, this love ever fhewed the remains of 
impurity, even in fuch little things; and was perfectly 
cireful to let nothing pafs. My attention was to God 
continually, for a more thorough difcovery of, and 
adherence to liis will: And herein 1 was, as it were, 
jilunged into a river of peace and of union with GoD. 
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It was a great concern to nic when I went to coiifefs; 
lor when I thought to tKiniihe hiyCdf, this pure love 
iHzml me wiih fvxh a force, as took away everv 
thougte of the kind. When I was obliged to prden't 
myfetf before, the priefi:, GoD gave me ■iiiimcdiateiy 
what I flioiilJ fay ; -vshich ivhen 1 had done, I could 
not o;x:n my lips to &y a word more, (n fuch a man' 
ner this divine love held me under' its dependence, 
and that with fo much gr,ic= and fweetnels, that I 
could not btit adhere to ir, and it alciie. 1 fcarce 
heard a word of what the prieLl ftid to me. I wa.t 
with my di\dne Spoiile, nry heart and attention fixed 
an him ; for before be had thus fmitten me, I was 
often ill an agony for my faults. It was not in my 
power to give myfelf any other difpolition than that 
which he placed in me ; not that he Uys violence on 
otir liberry : Oh, by no means ! But becaiile he de- 
mands it of us, with fo many attraaions, and makes. 
US do thing.? with fo much energy, love and fweemels, 
be inclines. onr hearts which way he will, and the heart 
follows him freeiy, and cannot but do it. The attr.ic- 
tion is as free as infallible. 

.'V'JD yet this Love never fuffercd any fauic to (lip 
with impunity. He punilhes with rigour iiis deartl'l 
and moli faithful lovei-s. All tluit I could fay lierr- 
t:pon would be out of the reach of any to compre- 
hend, e.'iccpt fouls of experience. This chaftifement 
is like an interior inflammation coming from God, 
to purify the fonl ; or like a dillocated bone, which 
gives eKtreme pain, till it be reinflattd. 

Hard it is for the foul to bear this. Some, to Hiifi 
it off, run to confcls. They multiply confeffions, 
widiotit jult caufe j and lb fte.il themfdves from the 
deligns of God. It is then of great conftqiience to 
know how to make nfe of this pain: And on this de- 
pends almofi: ail the advancement or hindrance of 
fouls. One muft then, in this dark time, fe- 
cond the defigns of God, and bear thi.s crucifyine 

pain. 




pain in its full extent, as long as it Ihall continue, 
without adding any thing thereto, or diminifhing 
therefrom, bearing it palTively, and not going about 
to fatisfy God by afls of our own ; And for this, one 
needs a courage that is inconceivable. I heard from a 
very great foul (who, notwithllanding, never arrived 
to be wholly in Goo in this life, for want of courage, 
to let herfelf be purified by this devouring fire of di- 
vine juftice) that (be never could bear this pain above 
half an hour, without going to feek eafe by confcffion. 
Thou, oh my God ! taught me otherwil'e; and not to 
do penance, or confefs, till thou was fatisfied diyfelf. 
I faw that if I had put my iiand to t!iy work, under 
])retcxt of bearing up the ark, I fliould have been 
punilbed as Uzzah was. 

While I am thus writing, I apprehend that this 
fire of ftrift and righteous juftice is the fame as that of 
purgatory -, for that is not an elementary fire, as fam? 
groliily imagine. It is a fire fo penetrating, that: it 
goes into the fubftance of the foul ; and is that alone 
which gan radically purify ; And as tbefe fouls are di- 
vefted of the body, nothing caufes a diverfion of the 
pain, no means are left of ftarting off from it, no 
amufemenrs there to alleviate it. It confumes af- 
ter a terrible manner, in every one, according to the 
different degrees of impurity: And it is tJiat imptirity 
which caufes both the violence and the long continu- 
ance of this fire of juftice. How true is that faying of 
the Apoftle, " Our God is a confuraing fite" ! 

It was in tlfis purgation, both amorous and rigo- 
rous, that lie purified me from every thing that was in 
me, contrary to his divine will. The pain of mind, 
caufed hereby, often took from me the power of eat- 
ing; I did violence to myfelf, to let nothing of it 
appear ; yet they obfcrved on my coiuitenance a con- 
tinual occupation of God ; for as the attraftion was 
ftrono-, it diffufed itfelf over the very fenffs, in fuch 
N fori 
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forf as to- bring with it, and to give me a fweetnefs 
modefty, and majefty, which the people of the world 
took nonce of. 
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THIS, m Its original nncorrupted hnnedj, ap- 
pears to be a doftrinc worthy of our de- 
liberate and impartial infpedion, char wc may fteer 
in the middie path, clear of both fxtresiies, viz. 
of thofc on the one hand, who, without examina- 
tion, entirely rejeft it; and of thofe on the other 
hand, who adopt it with all its crafty and bafe 
pervcrfions. 

Many good perfons, among whom the famous Arch- 
bifhop of Caminiy was one. Lady Guion another, 
firmly believed, or rather thought thev had a ficrht 
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t Combray was one. Lady Guion another, 

- , - . ^'.'^v^'': or rather thought they had ; 

in their miErts, given them fay the fpirit of Cur 

I. That Heaven 
Spirits; 



HRIST, 



admitted none but purified 



2. That very few in this life arri^^d at fiich s 
Kate oi purity, as to be fie for an immediate entrance 
aiter death, into that kingdom ; 

3. That the ftate of the penitent thief on eke erof* 
to whom It was faid, " To-day fhaU thou be with me 
>' m Pai-adiie," was known to Christ, both what hs- 
had done, under what jrircumftances, and from what 
motives ; alfo what he had inwardly, as well as out- 
wardly, undergone; and in what frame of mind; how 
thoroughlv purified, pteparatory to fo imn^diatc sn 
adtnilTion Into Beatitude. 

1"he y 
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Thev favv fame who pafled for perfons of extraor- 
,iinarv piety, who had denied the(iilelves m many 
things for Christ's fake, yet ftiU retaining, with their 
love of Go3 and goodncfs, a mixture of lelf-love ; a 
dcfire to increafe in worldly riches, to be eftecraed 
amongH men ; to gratify or indulge fomc of their na- 
tural inclinations and propenhties ; to plead for them 
as lawful and innocent •, to lean too much, cither on 
one hand, to an oftentatious profiiflon of ill-diftin- 
ntifced treneroficy ; or on the other hand, to a frugal, 
it' not penurious ceconomy, not enlarged in heart in 
tender fympachy ; not fo open and hbetal to rd.eve 
ihe dillreffcs of their fellow-creatures in general, and 
of fuffcrinff virtue in particular, as the temporal fa- 
vours conferred, of which they were flewards, had 
nualified them for; little induced to feed the hungry, 
dothe the naked, lodge the ftrangers, wadi tlte faints 
feet, vifit the widows and fatherkis in their afflieUon ; 
nay even, when put upon it, doing things grudg- 
ingly, and with upbraidings to the poor, needy and 
affliaed. 

They confidered the two great commandments, 
firft fo ImK Gsi loith the vshsle heart, nni fiul and 
Jrimh ; and next mr nei^hhrws us eurfulvei, oit whicb 
twohmTdUthtUw mid thepmphls; the pumy ex- 
ti;nt and univerfality of this love ; and how the in- 
nate principle of felf-love ever tends to coo! or lehen 
the love of God and our neighbour ; howartfulto 
induce men to ftop ihort, and to reft in their prefent 
attainments, ioftead of continuing daily to walk m the 
prefence of God, and to advance toward perfedion ; 
how fubtil and ingenious to affiime tair gloffes, to put ' 
on artifices and difguifes, to prevent its being totally. 
ftripped and crucified; hence very few w.lhiig to kib- 
mit wholly to die to themfelves, and to be h>tmd 
wtbChrifi by Buftifm into Death. Rom. vi. 4- io 
become of no reputation; to foffake all, and be to,- 
faken by all ; poffcff.ng fo litck of the heaven y zeal 
of the antient martyrs, as not to be willing to be dil- 
honoured and defpifed by their former bofom ftiends, 
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for his Name's fake; nor to watch diligently enough 
left fpiritiial pride in one fhape or other aiile, in or- 
der to get it fubduedand (lain; to live wholly and 
fingly ie Him mho dki for us. 

TheV judged and concluded with the prophet 
Habakkui, Hab. i. 13. ihat Ccd is of furtr Eyes thm 
to behold evil, and that he carmot leek on imqiiily. They, 
then beheld felf-feeking of every kind to be an evil j 
all felf- confidence arifing from the opinion of iiaving a 
greater and clearer light than others ; all fejf-exaka- 
tion in fuperior or natural abilities, in fpirituai endow- 
ments, and even in religious Jabours, to be an iniqtiity 
in the fight of God ; and confcquently, thata piiroa- 
tion of the foul from this corrupt leaven, was neceffary 
here or hereafter. 

Hence thefe worthy peifons, fervants of the moll 
Iiigh, concluded, or rather thought themfelves affiired • 
ot It, that divine goodnefs had provided for bis lovers 
and adorers (who were not yet pure and perfeS enoiigh 
for heaven) an intermediate place of purification and 
rcfintinent ; to purge away all the remains of corrupt 
nature, all felHIli regards, every imperfection and ini- 
purity, attended indeed with exquifitc pains, ariunfj from 
the nnpediments (which had been chcrilised through the 
transformation of the deceiver, when they j1iculd° have 
been given up) now appointed to be coniumed in the 
hre of his righteous judgment: And all this in order that 
the foul, having its drofs thoroughly purged awav, 
might be rendered like fine gold, retaining nothing eiii 
but the love of God, a goodnefs altogether peifeft with- 
outanyalloy; thataJlthcvarietiesof ielfiflinaiures, which 
are in any degree of obedience turned toward God, all 
thepious difpofitions which are yet in any wife difcordanr 
qr diftant from one another, ihould be fo moulded and 
formed as to be entirely rendered one with Goo and 
With each other in Jiim. The purgatorial fire they 
thought would give light to difcern even the minmeft 
defeas, the moftlatcnt fms, and 1 devouring flame to 
confume them al! utterly. 

NOTKIMC 
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Nothing Ids than fuch a (late as this they thought, 
would Iktisfy the God of infinite purity and holme is -, 
and by far the bell to be attained in this life, as being 
tlie nobleft in itfelf, moft acceptable to him, moft pro- 
fitable to men in kttiiig its light faitie before them,, to 
fliew them the way to the fame happy ftate. 

They believed in the fufficiency of divine grace to 
bring to Inch a ftate in this life, if men would, as by 
it they are called to do, refign themfelves wholly, with 
all their dcfires, to Gon ; in order that they may re^ 
ceivefrom himfucli, and fuch only, as are purely right 
in'bis fight. 

Thsy therefore were concerned to give the example 
nf fmgly ptirl'uing this point, and to eiihort others. . 
thereto, ' They knew that fuch a ftate could not be at- 
tained without cofting them much both outwardly and 
inwardly. They therefore girt up the kins of their minds, 
to make the purchafe on fuch terms as were requifite ; 
and endeavoured, where they found any room, liberty^ 
or opennefs for it, to lay before others the iieceffity of 
a timely dedication of every view and ailion to this moft 
importint objctl. 

But dark, fotdid, mercenary priefts have bafely 
and wickedly perverted thcfc fentiments to a corrupt 
lucrative doctrine. 

Now this view of it, in its original ftate, is not 
merely fpcculative, but defigned for the bell ufcand 
end, viz, that all may be excited tn lay ajih every tseight, 
io order to advance without delay, ffree from every 
clog, or incumbrance.) toward that ftate of perfeftion 
and purity, which through Christ is attainable in this 
life ; to be timely fitted for, and conducted to the city 
tf the living GoiS the' heavenly Jerufalem, an imumera- 
hh cmpdny of Attgels andfpirits of juji mn made ferfeU, 
So Gon tb« judge of dl, aid Jesus ibe medlalor of the 
sew cave/umt. Helq^xii. 23, 23, 24- . 
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CHAP. xn. 

AFTER whatibever manner my !iu(bancl and mo- 
thsr-inlrnv m-awd me, I anfwcred only by fi- 
lence, which was net difficiik' for rac; becaufe the 
greatnds of my interior occupation, and what pafTed 
within, rendered nne infenfible to all the reft; yerthrre 
were times wh?n I was left to myfelfr And then I 
could not refrain i'rnm tears, when they fell violently 
on me. I did the lovveft offices for them, to humble 
myfelf'; prci/fnting fuch as had been ufed to do them: 
Yt't iiir :hi; did not win their favour. When they 
were in a i-jge, and 1 could not find that I liad given 
fhem any cccafion for -it-, yet I did not fail to beg 
their pardon, as alio from the girl I have fpoken of. 
I had a p;ood deal of pain to furmoiint myfelf, as to 
the lall; becaufe fhe became the more infolent for it ; 
reproaching me with things which ought to have made 
her tiufii, and to have covered her v.-irh ihame. As Ihe 
)a?*thiiJ no more refifted her, noncontradiftcd her in 
any thiig ; fhe proceeded to treat nic ftill worfe : And 
Vfhen 1 allied her pardon, for the very offences which 
file had given me, ihe triumphed, faying, "Iknewver)' 
" well I was in the right," Her arrogance rofe to that 
height, that I would not have treated the meaneft fex- 
vant, or vaflal, as fhe treated me. 

One day, as fhe was dreffing me, ihe drew me very- 
roughly, and fpoke to me very infolcntly. I faid to 
her, " It is not on my own account that I am willing 
" to anfwcr you, for what you do to me gives me no 
" pain, but left you fhould aft thus before perfons to 
" whom it woutd give offence: Moreover, as I am 
" your miftrefs, God is afTuredly offended therewith." 
S!ie left me that moment, and ran like a mad woman 
to meet my hufband, telling him, " !he would ftay 
" no longer, I tceatcd h«r fo ill, and that I hated her 
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*' for the care fhe took of him in his indilpofitions, 
" which were continual, wandnghcrnot to do anylervice 
" for him " As my hufband was very haily, he took 
fire at thefe words. I fmiihcd the drefTing at myfelt 
alone, fince fhe had left me, and durit not call ano- 
ther f irl ; for fhe would not fufFer another girl to come 
near me, All on a fudden, I few my huftand coming 
like a lion. Whatever fury he iuid had at any tune 
before againft me, was not equal to this. I thought 
he was going to ilrike me ; I expefted the blow witn 
tranquility. As he could not walk without a crutch, 
he lifted up at nie that which he had. I tliouglit he 
was o-oing to knock me down with it ; and holding 
myfelf cloftly united to Gon, I beheld it withotii 
pain. However he not ftrike me, for he had prefence 
of mind enough to fee what an indTgnity it would 
be; but in his rage he threw it at me. It fell near 
me', hut did not touch me; after which he difchaiged 
himfclf in fuch language, as if I had been a flreet 
beggar, or the moft Infamous of all creatures. I kept 
a profound filence, being recoUedted in God, to fuSet 
for his love all thefe things. The girl in the mean- 
time comes in. Ac the fight of lier, liis rage redou- 
bles. I kept near to God, as a viflim difpoled to luf; 
fer whatever he would permit ; when my hufband or- 
dered me to beg her pardon, which I readily did, and 
thereby appeafed him. 1 went prefently into my d«r 
clofet, where 1 no fooncr was, than my divine Direc- 
tor ordered me to go out and make this girl a prelem, 
to recompenfe her for the crols wliich (lie had cauled 
me, which I did. She was a little aftonlflied, but lier 
heart was too hard to be gained. 

I ovTEw aaed thus, when flie catifed me moft pam, 
which was very frequent, and aimoft continual. She 
had a fingular dexterity in attending the Tick, as my 
iiulband was almoll alway.? : froni hence none but fhe 
would be llilfered to touch him. l-'or thi,s reafon he 
had a very great regard for her. Moreover, fhe was 
fo artful that before Iiim Hie .viTeaed :ui extraordinary 
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me ; bat when fie was not pi eltnt, if I 
faid a word to her, though witli the greatclt mildijefs ; 
if fhe heard him coming, fhe cried out with al! her 
might, that fne was unhappy; and afted the diftreHbd 
in ftich a manner, that, without informing himielf of 
the truth, he piichimfelf in a paffion againil mc, as 
did my mother-in-law too. 

The violence I did to my proud and hafly nature 
was lb great, that I could hold out no longer. I was 
quite ipent with it. It leemed fometimes as if my 
A'cry entrails were tearing;, and often I fell fick. She 
did not forbear exclaiming againfl: mc, even before 
perfons of di(Hnd:ion, who came to fee me. If I was 
filent, llie took offence at that yet niore, and ftid, " i 
" defpifed her." She cry'd me down, and made com- 
plaints of me to every body : Jiut all this redouiukd 
to my honour and her own difgrace r My reputation 
was lb well eftabliCied, on accoujit of my exterior 
modefty, my devotion, and the great a£ts of charity 
which I did, that nothing could Ihake it. 

Sometimes Hie ran out into the ftreet, crying out 
againft me. One time flie exclaimed, " Am not I 
" very unhappy to have Aich a miftrefs ?" People 
gathered about her to know what I had done to her; 
and not knowing what to fay, flie anfwered, " 1 had 
" not fpoken to her all the day." They returned, 
laughing, and faid, " She has done yon no great 
" harm then. 

I AM furprized at the blindnefa of confeflbrs, and 
at the little truth of the accufations of themfelves 
which fome of their penitents make ; for the confef- 
for of this girl made her pals for a faint. This he 
faid in my hearing. I anfwered nothing ; for Love 
would not admit my fpeaking of my troubles ; but 
that I Diould confecrate them a!! to him by a profound 
filenc'.". 
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My hulband was out of humour with my devotion, 
thinking, that by loving God fo much, i Ihould love 
him the lefs; fo little did he comprehend that the 
true conjugal love is that which God himielf forms 
in the heart that loves him. Oh, thou who an pure 
and holy, thou imprinted in me from the firft fuch a 
love for chaftity, that there was nothing in the world 
which I would not have undergone to poffefs and pre- 
ferve it. I endeavoured not to be difagreeabk to my 
hufband in any thing, and topleafe him in every thing 
he could require of me. God gave me fuch a purity 
of foul at that time, that I had not fo much as 
a bad thought. Sometimes my hufband faid to me, 
" One fees welS that you don't lofe the prefence 
of God." 

The world, feeing I quitted it, perfecuted and 
turned me into ridicule. I was its entertainment, and 
the fubje'ft of its fables. It could not bear that a 
woman, who was fcarce twenty years of age, ihould 
make fo llrong a war againft it. I was as one loft, 
and all alone : So little commerce had I with the crea- 
tures, ferther than necefllty required. I feemed to ex- 
perience literally thofe words of St. Paul, " I live, 
" yet no more'l, but Christ liveth in me;" for he 
was become the foul of my foid, and the life of my 
life. His operations were fo powerful, fo fweet, and 
fo fecret, all together, that I could not exprefs them. 
Wc went into the country about fome bufinefs. I hid 
myfelf in 3 corner of the river that was dry. Who 
could tell what thou, oh my God, wrought in 
my foul at that time ? Thou alone who didft it 
knew it. 

I AROSE at four o' clock in the morning to pray. I 
went very far to the church, which was fo fituated 
that the coach could not come to it. There was a 
fteep hill to go dawn, and another to go up. All that 
coft me nothing : I had ilich a longing ddire to meet 
O with 
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wuli God, as my only good, wlio on his part ivas gra- 
cloully forward to give himfclf to his poor creature, 
and for it to do i;vi;n vifihje miracles. Such as law 
me lead a lift lb different from the women of the 
world, faid I was a fool. They attributed it to ftu- 
pidity. Sometimes they faid, " What can all this 
" mean > Some people think this lady has parts, but 
" nothing of them appears." For if I went into 
company, often I could not fpeak; fo much was I en- 
Jjaged within, fo inward with the Lord, as not to at- 
tend to any thing elfe : If any near me fpoke, I heard 
nothmg of wiiat they faid. I generally took one witli 
nie that it might not appear, I took fome work to 
liide, under tl;c appearance of employ, the real em- 
ploy which pa0ed within. When 1 was atone, the 
work dropped ont of my hands ; and I could do no- 
thing elfe btit refign myfclf to be wholly taken np 
with loYe. I wanted to jserfiiade a relation of my 
hufband's to pradife prayer. Slic thought itie a fool, 
for depriving myfelf of all the direrftons of the age: 
But the Lord has fince opened licr eyes, to make her 
defpife them. 1 could have willied to teach aii the 
world to love GoD; and thought it depended only 
on them to feel what I felt. God made ufe of that, 
to gain himfelf many fonls. 

The good father I liave Ipokcn of, who was tiie. 
inllruineni of my convcrfion, brought nie acquainted 
with Gekevieve Granger, Friorcfs, of the Bene- 
ditlincs, one of the gi-eatelt fcrvants of God of her 
:iine._ She proved of very great fervice to roe, as in 
tlie fequel will appear. My confelTor, who had toid 
every one tiiat I was a faint before, when fo full of 
miferies, and fo far from tlie condition to which God 
in his mercy had now brought me, feeing that I placed 
a confidence in the Father of whom I have fpoken, 
and that I fleered in a road which was unknown to 
him, declared openly againfl: me : And the monks 
of his order perlecuted me much. They even 
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preached publickly againft me, as a perfon under a 
delufion, 

Mr hufband and mother-in-law, wlio til! now had 
been indifferent about this confeffnr, then joined him 
and ordered me to leave off prayer and the exercife of 
piety; but that 1 could not do. Even when I wss 
in company, Gon fcized my heart more powerfully. 
There was carried on a convcrfation within me, very 
different from that which pafied without. 1 did what 
I could to hinder it from appearing, but could not. 
. The pircfence of fo great a Mafter manifefted itfelf, 
even on my countenance: And that pained my huf- 
band, as he fometimes told me. I did what 1 could 
to hinder it from appearing, but was not able com- 
pleatly to do it. I was fo much inwardly occupied 
that I knew not what I eat. I made, as if I eat fome 
kinds of meat, though 1 did not take any, and aifled 
fo dexiroufly that they did not perceive it. This deep 
inwartl attention did not let me either fee or hear 
any thing. 

I TOOK almoft every day the difcipline, and wore 
the iron girdle without its diminiihing the trefh- 
nefs of my countenance. I had often grievous mala- 
dies, and no confohtion in life, but in the piaftice of 
prayer, and in feeing JMother Gha.-johr. But how 
dear thefe coft me, efpecially the former ! I may fay 
that prayer to me was rccompenfed -r^'rVA the ircjs^ and 
the crofs isith prayer. Oh infeparable gifts, united in 
my heart and life ! When your eternal light has rifcn 
in my foul, how perfectly has it reconciled me, and 
made you the objeft of my love ! My confeffor at firrtr 
exerted his efforts to hinder me from prai1:ifing prayer, 
and from feeing Mother Grancee. 

And, as he ftirred up my hufband and nio- 
therin-!aw to hinder me from prayer: The me- 
thod they took to effefl: it was to watch me 
from morning till ifight. I dtiilt not go from my 
O 2 mo- 
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mother-in-law's chamber, or my hufband's bed-fide. 
Sometimes I carried my work to the window, under a 
pretence of feeing better, in order to relieve myfelf 
with fome monients repofe ; bu: they came to watch 
me very cloitly, to fee if I did not pray inftead of 
working. When my hultand and mother-in-law 
played at cards, if I did but turn toward the Bre, 
they watched to fee if I wrought, and if ] did not 
lliut my eyes; if they obferved I did, they wonld be 
in a fury againft me for leveral hours: J3ut what is 
moft ftrange, when my hufband went abroad, having 
fonie days of health, he would not allow me to pray 
in his ablence._ He marked my worls, and fometimes, 
after he was jvift gone out, returning immediately, if 
he found me in my clofet, he. would be in a rage, I 
faid to him, " But, Sir, what matters it what I do 
" when you are abfent, if I be aJTiduous in attending 
" you when you are prefent?" That would not fa- 
tisfy him ; he infilted upon it that I lliould no more 
pray in his abfence than his prefence. I believe there 
is hardly a torment equal to that of being ardently 
drawn to retirement, and not having it in one's power 
to be retired : But, oh my God, the war they raifed, 
to hinder nie from loving thee, did but augtnent my 
love; and while they were ftriving to prevent my ad- 
drefles to thee, thou drew me into an inexpreffible 
filence ; and the more they laboured to feparate me 
froai thee, the more clofcly didft thou unite me to 
thyfdf : The flame of thy love was kindled, and kept 
lip, by every thing that was done to extinguilh it. 

T OFTEN out of condefcenfion played at piquet with 
my hufband, and at fuch times was even more inte- 
riotly attraded than if I had been at church. I was 
fcarce able to contain the fire which burned in my foul, 
which had all the fervor of what men call love, but 
nothing of its impetiiofity; for the more ardent, the 
more peaceable it was. This fire arofe from every 
thing that was done to fupprefs it : And the fpirit of 
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prayer was nourilhcd and increaied from their con- 
trivances, and endeavours, to difallow me any time for 
praaifing it. I loved, without motive, or reaibn for 
loving i for nothing palled in my head, but much in 
the innermoft of my Ibul. 1 thought not about any 
recompence, gift, or favour, qt any thing which re- 
gards the lover. The Well- beloved was the only ob- 
jeft, which attrafted my heart wholly to himfclf. I 
could not contemplate his attributes. I knew nothing 
elfe, but to lave and to fuffer. Oh, ignorance more 
trucly learned than any fcience of the Doctors, fince it 
fo well t.iught me Jtsus Christ crucified, and brought 
nie to be in love with his holy Ctols. In its begin- 
nings I was attrafted with fo much force, that it 
feemed as if my head was going to depart from its 
place, to join my heart. 1 found tliat inlenfibly my 
body bent in fpice of me. I did not then compre- 
hend from whence it canie ; but have learned lince, 
that as all palTcd in the will, which is the ibvereign 
of the powers, that attrafted the others after it, and 
re-united them in Goo their divine centre, and fove- 
reign happinefs: And as thefe powers were then un- 
accultomed to be united, it required the roore violence 
to effcfl: that union : Wlierefore it v/as the more 
perceived, Afterwards it became fo ftrongly rivetted 
as to feem to be quite natural. This was fo ftrong, 
that I could have wifiied to die, in order to be infe- 
parably united, without any interllice, to him who fo 
powerfully attrafted my heart. As all pafied in the 
will, the imagination and the underftanding being ab- 
Ibrbed in it, in an union of enjoyment, I knew not 
what to lay, having never read or heard of fuch a ftate 
as I experienced; for before this I had known nothing 
of the operations of GoP in folds. I had only read 
Pmilothea (written by St. Francis of Sai-es) with the 
imitation of Jesus Cfirist (by Thom.is a KempisJ and 
the holy Scriptures ; aUb the fpiriiual cembai, wMcli 
mentions nothing of thefe things. 
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Them all the pleafures tljat people are lb extremely 
fond of appeared to me fo inlipjd, that I wondered 
how I could ever amuii: mylelf with them. I iaid 
It God brought the moft ienftial perlbns to feel whaj 
I fed, thty would foon quit their faliV pleafures to 
enjoy fo fubftantial a good. I wondered not tliac'the 
Martyrs gave their li^s for Jesus Christ. I thought 
them happ)., and wifted to iiave the like occaCon of 
iiiftering for him mylelf. The peculiar property of 
this prayer of the heart is to give a ftroncr faith 
Mine was withotit limits, as was alfo my relirma- 
tion to God, and my confidence in him,°my 
love of his will, and of the orders of his provi- 
dence over me. I was very timorous before, but now 
feared nothing. It is in fuch a cafe that one feels the 
efficacy of thde words of the gofpe!, My yoke is eafy 
" and my burden is light." Matt. xi. 30. 



CHAP. xin. 

I HAD a fccret defire given me from that time to 
be wholly devoted to the difpofal of my God, let 
u be what it would. I faid, " What couldft thou 
" demand of me, that I would not willingly facrifice 
" or offer thee ? Oh, fpare me not." I could fcarce 
bear ipeak of Cod, or our Loao Jestrs Christ, 
Without being almoft raviilied out of myfelf What 
Uirprized me the moft was the great difficulty I had to 
iay the vocal prayers I had been ufed fo fay. As foon 
as [ opened my lips to pronounce them, the love of 
Goi) fcized me fo ftrongly, that I was fwallowcd up 
in a profound filence, and a peace not to be exprelTcd 
I made frcllj effays, but ftill in vain. I began but 
could not go on. And as I had never before heard 
oi Uich a ftate, I knew not what to do, My inability 
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therein ftill inereafed, becaufe my love to Goo wss 
ftill growing more ilrong, more violent, and more 
over-powering. There was made in me, without 
the found of words, a continual prayer, which fcemed 
to me to be the prayer of our Lord Jesi's Chrss'i 
himfelf ; a prayer of the Word, which is made by 
the Spirit, which, according to St Paul, ajislh fir 
us thai which ii goad, pirfeS, and cGnfoymsik in tbe 
Will of Qaji. Rom. viii. 26. 27. 

After fome time I was proved with drynefs and 
pain of mind; and finding no more of that enlivening 
vigour that carried me on to do good with great 
fweemcfs, ray palTions (which were not yet thoroughly 
mortified) revived, and caul'ed me new cQnflitn:s. I 
fcemed to myfelf to be like thofe young brides, wlvo 
have a great deal of difficulty to lay afide ^\€k {dfAove^ 
and follow their hufbands to the war. I relapfed into 
■X vain complacency and fondnels for myfelf. That 
propenfity to pride and vanity, which feemed quite 
dead, while I was fo filled with tbe love of God, nov; 
ftewed itfelf alive, and attacked me again; which 
made me lament the exterior beauty of my perfon, 
and pray to God inccfiantly, that he would remove 
from me that obftacle, and make me ugly. I would 
have willicd to be deaf, blind and du.mb, that nothing 
might divert me from my love of God. 

I SET off on a journey, in which I appeared more 
than ever like thofe lamps, which em it*a new flafh of 
brightntis, when they are jufl: on the point of going 
out. Alas ! how many fnares were laid in my way ; 
I met them at every ftep. I fell into infidelities. But, 
oh my God, with what rigour didft thou puniHi them '. 
I low many tears did thofe inadvertent faults coft me 
which I fell into, through a weak compliance, and even 
againft my will ! Thou knowcft, oh my Love, that 
thy rigour, eKerciled after my (lip.';, was not the modve 
of thofe tears. Witli what pleafiire would 1 have fuf- 
t'.'red Ifill vvorfe, not to be unfaithful ; and to what 
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ftvere cluftifement tlid I not condemn myfelf ! Some- 
times thou treated me like a father who pities the child, 
and carefits it after its involuntary faults. How often 
didft thou make me fenfible that thou loved me, not- 
withftanding my blemilhcs hereby conifaited. It was 
the i'weetnels of this love after my fall, whicli cauied 
niy greatcfl: pain; for the more tifoii appeared amiable 
and good to me, the more inconfoiable I was for depart- 
ing ever fo little from thee. When 1 had let ibme 
neglect efcape me, I found tiiee ready to receive me ; 
And I faid to thee, " oil my God ! is it poffiblc that 
" thou canft be lb gracious to an offender, and fo in- 
" diilgent to my faults ; fo propitious to me who wan- 
" deraftray from thee, through bafe compliances, and 
" an unworthy fondiieis for frivolous objecl^s ? yet no 
" fooner do I return to thee, than I find thee waiting 
" for fuch return, with open arms ready to receive 
" me." 

O finner, tinner I Haft thou any reafon to com- 
plain of God ? Ah if there yet remains any jufticc in 
thee, confcfs the truth, and that it is Owing to thyfelf 
that thou goelt wrong ; that in departing from liitn 
thou difobeyeft his call ; and that, after all this, when 
thou returneft', he is ready to receive thee ; and if thou 
returned not, he makes ufe of the moft engaging and 
prevalent motives to win thcc thereto : All this on his 
part; now furvey how it is on thy part. Thou turneft 
a deaf ear to his voice; thou wilt not hear him. Thou 
fayeft, he fpeaks not to thee, though he calls loudly. 
It is therefore only becaufe thou daily rebelleft, and arc 
growing daily more and more deaf to the voice of the 
charmer. Oh my love, I am furc thou didft not ceafe 
to fpeak to my heart, and waft ever ready to fuccoiir 
me in the time of necelTity. 

Whek I was at Paris, and the confcffors faw me fo 
young, they appeared aftonifhed. After 1 had confefTcd, 
they told me, " that I could never enough thank. God 
" for the graces conferred on mc ; that if I knew them 

I fhould 



" I fhould be amazed at them ; atid that if I were not 
" faithful, I fhould be the moft ungrateful of all crea-' 
" tures." Some declared that they jiever knew any 
woman whom God held fo clofely, and in fo great a 
purity of confcience. What rendered it fo was 
the continual care thou hadft over me, oh my God, 
making me feel thy intimate prefence, even as thou 
hall promifed it to us in thy gofpel. " If a man love 
*' me, we will tome unto him, and make our abode widi 
him," John xiv. z%. The continual experience of thy 
prefence in me was whit preferved me. I became 
deeply afllired of what thy prophet had faid. Except 
Ihe Lord keep the city, the watchman viakeih but in vats. 
Pfa. cxxvii. I. Thou, oh my Love, wail my faithful 
keeper, who didft continually defend my heart againft 
all forts of enemies, preventing the leaft faults, or cor- 
refting them when vivacity had occafioned their being 
committed. But alas ! my dear Love, wheti thou 
eeafed to watch, or left me to myfelf, how weak was 
I, and how eafily did my enemies prevail over me I 
Let others afcribe their vidories to their own fidelity^. 
-As for me, I fhall never attribute them to any thing elfe 
than thy paternal care over me, I have too often ex- 
perienced, to my coft, what 1 Ihould be without thee, 
to prefume in the leaft on any cares of my own. It is 
to thee, and to thee only, that I owe every thing, oh 
my deliverer; and it is an infinite joy tome that I am 
indebted to thee for it. 

WntLE I was at Paris, I relaxed in my ufual exer- 
cifes, on account of the little time I had, and the pain 
and drynefs which had feized my heart, the hand which 
fuftained me being hid, and my Beloved withdrawn. 
I did many things which I fhould not ; for I knew the 
extreme fondnefs which fome had for me, and differed 
them to pleafe me with it, though I was not alone. 1 
fell into other faults too, as having my neck a little 
uncovered, though not near fo much as others had. I 
wept bitterly becaufe I plainly faw I was too remifs j 
and that was my torment. I fought all about for him 
P who 
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viho had fecrcdy inflamed my heart. I enquired far 
tidings of him. But alas ! hardly any body knew him. 
I ia!d to him, " Oh thoii bcfl: beloved of my foul, 
" hadft thou been near me, thefe difafters had not be- 
" fallen me. Tell me where ttion fccdeft, where thou 
" maktftthy flock to reft at noon in the bright day of 
"eterniry, which is not, like the day of time, fuhjeO: 
"to night and eclipfcs ?" When I fay, I faid this to 
him, I muft explain myfelf In reality it all pafTed 
almoft in filence, and I could not fpeak. My heart had 
a language which was carried on without the found of 
words, underftood of its well-beloved, as he under- 
ftands the language of the word ever eloquent, which 
fpeaks InceiTantiy in the innernioft of the foul. Oh lan- 
guage which experience only gives the comprehenfioti 
of ! Let not any think ir a barren language, an effeil 
of the imagination. Far different from that i.'! the li- 
lezit language of the word in the foul. As he never 
ceafcs to fpeak, fo he never ceafes to operate. Dixit 
& f^Hafunl. He eftefts in the foul what he fpeaks 
in it. This is a fubftantialexpreffiveword, which ope- 
rates infinitely more than all that one can conceive : It 
continues for ever fixed and unchangeable, a word 
which is comprehended of him, in whom it is fpoken, 
only by its effeds. This ineffable word communicates 
to the foul, in which it refides, a facility of fpeaking 
without words ; the language of the word in the fou), 
and of the foul by the word wonderfully correfpond- 
ing; the language of the bieflcd in heaven ; well un- 
derftood among congenial fpirits, even without the me- 
dium of words, diifuling among them the union 
of grace, peace, and fweetnefs ; and produdive of 
fuch_ benefits as nothing but experience can declare. 
Oh if fouls were pure enough, they would thus par- 
ticipate before hand the language of heaven. 

But this no creature can procure of itfelf ; for its 
filence, being only from its own efforts, would not have 
the eifea of .the grace which I am fpeaking of, not 
having the fame principle. If people once came to 

kno'-',- 
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know the operations of God, in fouls refigned to his 
ouidance, it would fill them with reverent admiration. 

To return to my fubjed, from which 1 have depart- 
ed, to follow the impctuofity of thefpirit which makes 
rne write, which will be likely to happen to me lomc- 
times; (wherefore, fir, 1 beg you to excufe the little rc- 
ffularityof this biffory .which you have required of me, 
rsot being in a condition to write ocherwire.) 

As i faw that the purity of my ftate was like to be ful- 
licd by too great a commerce with the creatures, I made 
hafte to tin ilh what detained me at P^m, in order to 
gcc back into the country. The pain which I felt, 
after my faults, was inexpreftible. It was like a de- 
vouring fire, which ceafed not till the foul was puri- 
fied, and the tranlgrelSon conlumed by it. It was a 
baniflimenc of my foul from theprefenceof its beloved, 
its brideirroom. I could have no acceis to him, and 
becaufe I could have no reft out of him, I knew not 
what to do. 1 was like the dove out of the ark, which 
finding no reft for the fole of her foot, was conftrained 
to return to the ark ; but, finding the window (hut, 
could only fiy about it, without entering into it. In 
the mean time, through an infidelity which will forever 
render me culpable, 1 fometimes ftrove to find fome 
faiksfactions without, but could not. This cfiTay fervcd 
to convince me of my folly, and of the vanity of thofe 
pleafures which are called innocent. "When i was pre- 
vailed on to tafte them, I felta ftrong repulfe, which, 
joined with my remorfe for the tranfgrefiion, changed 
my diverfion into torment. I faid, " Oh my God ! 
" This is none of thec; and nothing elfe, belide thee, 
" can give folid pleafure." 

One day, as much thro' unfaithfulnefs as complai- 
fancc, I went on a jaunt to the courfe, * rather thro* 

^* Ja Conrj, to ihe courfe, a place whither perfons of quality 
refcrt Co take the air in their coaches, as tJiey do here at Hydt-Park, 
ill fummer. I note thi?, becaufe in fomc trandated E:itra^s it is 
rendered In the csurt. 

P z excefs 
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excefs of vanity to ftew myfelf there, th-in to take the 
pkalureof the walk. Oil my God ! How didft thou 
make mefennble of this fault? Sotne coaches were un 
tied and ofFered to us : But far from punill,in<j tne in 
letting me go to the pleafure, thou didft it in holdincr 
me fo clofe to thyfelf, that I could give no attention 
to any thing but my fault and thy difplcafure. After 
this I was regaled at an entertainment at St. CUu^, to 
whtcli fome other ladies were invited. It was very 
magnificent. They, though wife in the eve of the 
world could rcliOi it ; but to me it was filled with bit- 
ttrnels. 1 could eat nothing. What tears did it coft 
n)e_ For above three months my Beloved withdrew 
his favounng preience, and I could fee nothirc but an 
- Singry God tor me. 

1 WAS on this occaDon, and in another journey which 
I took with my huftand into Tonrmm, before I fell 
into the fmail pox, like thofe animals deftined for Qaush- 
tcr, which on certain days they adorn with greens ^nd 
flowers, and bring in pomp into the city, before they 
kill them; this weak beauty, now in it.! decline, caft 
forth new H^mts, in order to become the fooner ex- 
tindt. 

She cor elude j this chapter whji a little narrative, of a finjular 
mark of the fpccml care of Gon over her. A, (he WM goiBrr ,0 
church on foot follo>.-.d hy h« footfflan. a= was met u„ a bMg^ 
by one 10 the appca-ance of a poor man, to whom ihe was ooitigto 
Ja»d her atas. He «f„f=d, and fpoke to her iti a wo„dcrfu I man- 
Iter, fifrt of God and of divine things ; then to her owo (late, a> 

l^LrVC "' '".'■' ^" "'■''" '""= '"^ '»>="'>■. tut <«> great 
lonaneis of her own beamy, to which her heart waj obliged to af- 

i.°"rir-L, ,'"''"'"' ""itOoD required of her not tocontdt 
ierlcll wjth l.,bonr,ng as others did, to fecore her falvatioa, onL/ 
bj- avoiding the p.a. o, hell ; bu, to arrive at facb perfeflioa and 
pur.ty ,„ this hk, asioefcape ihofeof purgatory. She afited him 
who he was He rtpbtd. " he had formerly been a beggar ; but 
"now was fuch no more." A little after, the looted on all fides 
forh,„,, butfawhimnot. Nor did ihe ever fee Mm either before 
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CHAP. XIV. 

AFTER this my hufband, enjoying fome inter- 
miSion of liis almoft continual ailments, had a 
mind to go to Orleans, and from thence into 'teursinr. 
In this journey my vanity made its lafl: biaze. I receiv- 
ed abundance of vifits and applaufes. But how clearly 
did I perceive the folly of men who doat on a vain beau-- 
ty ! I dillikcd thi; pafiion, yet not that in myfelf which 
caufed it, tho' [ fometimes ardently defired to be deli- 
vered from it. The continual combat of nature and 
grace coft me no frnaU affliction. Nature was pleafed 
with public applaufe; but grace made me dread it. 
What augmented the harm was, that they efteemed in 
me virtue joined with youth and beauty •, not knowing 
that all the virtue was only in thee, oh my Gois, and 
in thy proteiSion, and all the weaknefs in myfelf. 

I WENT in fearch of confelTors, to aceufe myfelf of 
my failings, and to bewail my backflidings ; But they 
were utterly infenfible of my pain. Tliey efteemed 
O Goo, what thou condemned. They treated as a 
virtue what to me appeared deteftable in thy fight. 
Far from meafuring my faults by thy graces, they only 
confidered what I was, in comparifon of what I might 
have been : Hence, inftead of blaming me, they only 
flattered my pride, and juftified me in what incurred 
thy rebuke-, or only treated as a flight fault what in 
me was highly difpleafing to thee, from whom I had 
received fuch fignal mercies. 

The heinoufnefs of fmsis not to be meafured fingiy 
by their nature, but alfo by the ftate of the perfon who 
commits them ; as the kaft unfaithfulnefs in a fpoufe 
is more afFecling to her hulband, than far greater ones 
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in his domefticks. I told tlicni all the trouble I had 
been under, for not having entirely covered my neck ; 
tho' it was covered much more tiian by other womeii 
of my age. They affiircd me that I was very modeftjy 
drelTcd ; and as my hufband liked it there could be no- 
thing amifs in it. My inward direfior cold me quite 
the contrary; but I had not courage enougii to follow 
him, and to drefs myfelf after a manner fingular at my 
age. Bclide, my vanity furnifhed me with pretences, 
fee tijjnglyj lift, for following the mode. Oh 'if confef- 
fors knc%v what hurt they do, in htimouring female va- 
nity, they would be morefevere againft it. Had I but 
found one of them honeft enough to deal plainly with 
me, 1 Hiould not have gone on thus ; no not for a mo- 
ment. But my vanity, fiding with my confeiTors and 
nny waidng-maids, induced me to think them in the 
right, and my own fcniples to be only jnere fancy. 

There befell us in this journey fome accidents and 
dangers, which would have frightened any body but 
myfeif ; it was not in my power to fear fuch as appear- 
ed inevitable; not even when aii befide wete in the ut- 
moft fright. We found ourfeSves rmbaralTed and dif- 
mayed, all at unawares, in a place undermined by 
the river iu/i-f. This road, which from above ap- 
peared even, was a hollowed piece of ground by the 
river's fide. We did not perceive our danger, till we 
found we could not turn to the right or kft° but muft 
either go on or fall into the river. A part of the coach 
rolled in the air, born up by footmen on the farther 
fide, The fright was fo great, nothing could exceed 
It, As for me I felt none. I found myfelf fo much 
refigned to God, for all events which his providence 
might permit, that I rejoiced at the profpefl of tofing 
my life by a ftroke of his hand. Yet I had a fecret faith 
that we fhould pafs fafcly, and fo it proved. 

In that country I went to confefs, to a man who 
gave me no imall trouble. He wanted to know with 
what intention I had married. I told him, " with no 

" other 
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"other than that of obeying." He faid, "that was 
" worth nothing ; that I was not well married, but 
" muft marry over again." He ieeraed to want to 
part my hutband and me, fo as never to fee one ano- 
ther a^ain.* He condemned as a mortal fm, what was 
a matter of abfoUite duty. He, under a pretence of in- 
ftruding me, informed me of mortal fins, which I had 
been ignorant of till then ; and becaufe my intention 
in marrying was not to have children, but to obey, 
he irapofed on me exceffive penances : But a father 1 
met with at Orleans took them off, affurmg me that I 
had not committed even a venial fin : Which conioled 
m« greatly, as it removed the harlh impreffion which 
the other had made. In this journey I thought I did 
wrong to regard rarities, when taken to view them ; 
though I had a thought of turning away my eyes from 
them. Howevet this did not often happen. 

At ray teturn I went to fee Mother Grangtr, to 
whom I related how it had been with me while abroad. 
She ftren^thened and encouraged me to refumc my 
•former co'iirfe. But God who had withheld his iiidig- 
jiation for a long train of infidelities, now caufed it to 
fall with the greater rigour. He aaed towards mc, 
as provoked hulbands to their young fpoiifes, when 
they abufe the trcafurcs entrufted to them in order to 
be converted to a good ufc. He deprived me ot all, 
in order that I fliould not abufe any more what he had 
given me, only to glorify him therewith. I had many 
times a defire to take fome money, and go into a con- 
vent, thinking it lawful to do fo, becaule I imagined 
it impofiible to correipond fo well with God m the 
world, fo many avocations occurring therein. I would 
have been glad to have found fome cavern, to have 
buried myfelf alive in it, and thought the moft fnght- 

• This bife confcfTor, we may vjtll think, mnft have had fMne 
wicksi defign, ind been in a ftate of erofs darknefs, to think 
both her mdher hulbind weak enough ta. comply with hi) pre- 
tences. 

ful 
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fill prifon dcfirable rather than fo fatal a liberty. I 
was as it were torn afundcr betwixt two oppofite paw- 
ers ; for vanity drew me outward, and divine love in . 
ward. And as I did not turn myfelf coniUmly to 
cither, I fuffcred through this partition what I cannot 
expreis. 

I Begged of thee, oh my God, to take fiom nie 
entirely the liberty which I had of difpleafing thee. I 
laid to thee. Art not thou ftrong enou»h to hinder this 
tinjuft duplicity ? for as foon as I had an opportunity 
toexpole my vanity I did it; and after I had done it 
I returned to thee i and thou, far from rejeding me, 
often received me with open arms : That goodnefs 
has aftiiaed me with the greater forrow for my'^revoks, 
for though 1 had this tuiferable vanity, yet fuch was 
my love that, after my faults, I was more pleafed with 
thy rigours than witli thy careffes ; thy interefts were 
dearer to me than my own ; and I could not bear thy 
not doing jiiftice to thyfelf for my crimes. My heart 
was penetrated with love and with grief. And what 
heightened the latter was that I Hiould diipleaie thee 
after fuch favours received from thee. I could nor 
but cry out againft my ingratitude. That thofe who 
know thee not fin againft thee furprizes me not; but 
that this heart, which ioves thee more than iifeif, and 
has received fuch teftimonies of thy love, foffers itfelf 
to be reduced by propenfities which it detcfo, oh, 'tis 
its moft cruel martyrdom, the more painful as it fo 
long continues. Oh my God, faid I, when 1 felt moft 
ftrongly thy prefence, and thy love, how wonderfully 
thou beftowcft thy favours on fuch an infamous crea- 
ture, which requites thee only with bafe returns ! 
For if any one reads this life with attention, he will 
fee on God's part nothing but goodncfs, mercy and 
love ; and on my part nothing but weaknefs, fin and 
infidelity. If there is any thing that is good, it is thine, 
O my GoD_!_ As for me I have nothing to glory in but 
my infirmities and my unworthinefs, lince, in that 
everlafting marriage-union thou haft made with me, 

I brought 
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I brought with me nothin-g but weaknefs, fin and rat- 
(cry. Oh my Love! How I rejoice to owe all to 
thee, and that thou favoured: my heart with a fight of 
the treafures and boundlels riches of thy grace and 
love ' Thou haft dealt by me, as if a magnificent king 
lliouid marry a poor (lave, forget her flavery, give 
her all the ornaments which may render her pleafing 
in his eyes, and with pleafure pardon her all thefaidis 
and ill tiualities which her ignorance and bad education 
have oiven her. This thou haft m.ade my cafe. My 
poverty is become my riches, and in the extremity of 
my weaknefs I have found my (trength, Oh if any_ 
knew with what confufion the indulgent favours of 
God, after its faults, cover the foul ! *tis inconceivable. 
Such a foul would vjifh with all its powers to fatisfy 
the divine jultice. I made verfes and little fongs to 
bewail myl'elf. 1 performed penances, but they were 
too light for fo large a wound. They were like thofs 
drops of water which only fcrve to make the fire hot- 
ter. When I take a view of God and rayfelf I am 
oblio-ed to cry out, " Oh admirable conduft of Love 
toward an ungrateful wretch ! Oh horrible ingratitude 
toward fuch unparalleled goodnefs !" A great part of 
my life is only a mixture of fucli things as might be 
enough to link me to the grave betwixt grief and love. 
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iN my arrival at home I found my little daughter 
^ ill, and like to die of the fmall-pox. My huf- 
band was feized with the gout, and with his other 
complaints. My eldeft fon alio took the finall-pox ia 
fuch a vaft quantit)-, and with fo much malignancy, 
that at laft it rendered him as much disfigured, as be- 
fore he had been bcautihil. As foon as I faw the 
Q, ftnall 
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finall-pox in the houCe, I had no doubt but I fliould- 
take It. Mother Gramceb. adviltd nie titnely to re 
move. It 1 cmild. My father offered to take me to 
Jiis houle, with my lecond Ion, whom I tenderly- 
loved. But my mother-in-law would not lliffer 
It. She perluaried my luifband it wis vilekl's, and 
lent for a phyfician who feconded her in it, faying, " 1 
fliould as r.-adily take it at a diftancc as here, ifTlwerc 
" difpofcd ID take it." I may fay, fiic proved at that 
time a fecond yepi:lha, and that ihe facrificed us botit 
innocently. Had (lie known what followed, I tloubc 
not but Ihe would have afted otherwife. All the town 
ftirred in tliis affair. Every one begged her to fend 
me out of the houfc, and cried out that it was cruel 
thus to expofe me. They fet upon me too, imagining 
I was unwilling to go; for 1 told nobody thS; ihe 
would not let me go. 1 had at that time no other dif- 
pofition but to facrifice myfelf to divine Providence. 
And though I might have removed, in fpjte of mv 
mother's refiilance, yet I would not without her con- 
fentj becaufe it looked to me, as if her refinance 
were an order of Heaven. Oh divme will of my Gon ! 
thou waft then my only life in the midit of all my 
inifcries. 

I CONTINUED in this refignation, and fpirit of fa- 
crifice to God, waiting for whatever he fliould be 
plealifd to order. I cannot cxprefs what nature fuf- 
fered: For I was like one who fees both certain death 
and an cafy remedy, without being able to avoid the 
former, or try the latter. J had no lefs apprehenfion 
for my younger fon than for myfeif : My mother-in- 
law fa e.-cceflively doated on the eldeft, that the reft of 
us were all indifferent to her: Yet I am alfured, if 
fhe had known that the younger would have died 
of the fmall-pox, Jhe would not have done as (he did. 
God makes ufe of creatures, and their natural inclina- 
tions, to accomplidi his defigns. When I fee in the 
creatures a condua: which appears unrcalbnable and 
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mortifying, I mount higher, and look upon them 
as inlfruiricnts btjth of the juftice and mercy of God; 
for his juftice is all full of mercy. 

When I told my hufuar.d tiiac I liad a pain at the 
heart, and was taking the fniall pox s he faid, it was 
only imagination. I let Mother Granoer know the 
fituation 1 was m. As flie had a tender heart, fhewas 
pained with theie maAs' of hardnels, and encouraged 
me to oifcr myfclf up to the LoKtS. At length, na- 
ture finding there was no reiburcc, on the fourth of 
Oftobcr ifiyj, aged twenty-four years and foir.e 
months, being gone to mafs, I found myfeif extremely 
ill, and like to faint. Being got home, 1 was taken 
with a great fbivering, and a pain, both in my heati 
and heart. They woiiki not believe that I was fick, 
(it was jiermitted that they fliotild have this hardnefs 
for me) but in a few hours it went lb far, that they 
thought my life in danger; for I was taken with a 
fluxion in my breaft, and the remedies for the one were 
.contrary to the other. A doftor, a favourite of my 
mother-in-law, was not in town, nor the furgeon who 
lived in it. Another furgeon was fent for, who laid, 
" I muft be bled ;" but my mother-in-law would not 
fuifer it at that time to be done. I remained abandoned 
in fuch a manner, that 1 was on the point of death 
for v/ant of Ibccour. My huiband, not being able to 
fee me, left me entirely to his mother. She VTOuld not 
allow any phyfician but her own to prefcribe for me, 
and yet did not fend for him, though he was within 
a day's journey of us. In this extremity I opened 
not my mouth to requeft any fuccour. I looked for 
life or death from the hand of God, without tciVify- 
ing the leaft uneafinefs at fo extraordinary a condudt. 
The peace I enjoyed witliin, on account of that per- 
feft refignation, in which God kept me by his grace, 
\vas fo great, that it made me forget myfeif, in the 
midft of fuch ^■io!ent maladies and prefling dangers. 
Q_ 2 I may 
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I may fay, God's protcaion has been wonderful to 
me. Many times have I been reduced to extremity 
but he never failed to I'uccour, wiien i'nnig;s appeared 
molt defperatc. It plcaiid him fo to u.-^lcr ir, thai 
a ndilftil ftirgeon, who had ferved mc before, puffinfr 
by our hoiife, enquired after me. They cold him I was 
extremely ill. He alighted immediately, and came in 
to fee me. Never man was more iiirprized, when he 
ikw the frightftil condition I was in. The fmall-pox, 
which could not come out, had fallen on my nofe »it|i 
fuch force, that it \vas quite black. He tliought there 
had been a gangrene in it, and that it was goim^ to 
fall off. He was fo affrighted at it, that he couUrnot 
hide his furprize. My eyes were like two coals. He 
went down into my mother-in-Jaw's chamber, and told 
her, " it was a moftfhameful thing to leave me to die 
" in that rnanner, for want of bleeding." She ftill 
oppofed it fo violently, that in fliort flic told him flat- 
ly, " Sht would not fuffer it." He fiew into fuch a 
rage, at feeing me thtis left without fending for a phy- 
fician, that he did not fpare his tongue, in uttering 
very grating and grievous things to my mother-in- 
law, but all in vain ftill. Upon that he came up 
again prelently into my chamber, and faid, " If you 
" will, I will bleed you, and fave your life." i held 
out my arm to him ; and, thongli it was extremely 
fwelled, he bled me in an inftant. My mother-in-law 
■was in a violent pafiion about it. The fmall-pox came 
out immediately : And he ordered that they fliould 
ger me bled again in the evening, but fhe would not 
iuffer It ; and I durft not retain him, whatever occa- 
fion I had for it, for fear of difpleafing my morher- 
m-!aw, and through a total refignation of myfelf into 
the hands of God. I am the-more particular in this 
relation to Qiew how advantageous it is to refign one's 
felf to God without referve, I'hough in appearance 
he leave us for a tmie, to prove and exercife our faitli, 
yet he never fails us, when our need of him is the 
molt prcffing : One may fay with the Scripture, " It 

" is 
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" is God who bringeth. down to the gates of deaih, and 
raifeth tip again." The blacknefs and fwelling oi my 
noie went off; and I believe, had they continued to 
bleed me, I had been pretty eafy ; but for want of 
that I fell back again. The malady fell into my eyes, 
and infiatned them witli fuch feverepain, that I thought 
1 fijould lofe them both. 

I HAD thofe violent pains for three weeks, during 
which I got very little fleep. I could not Ihut my eyes, 
thqywere fo full of the fmall-pox, nor open them by 
reifon of the pain I endured. I was quite eafy at the 
thoughts of being blind, as there was the greateft like- 
lihood of it. My throat, palate, and goms. were 
likewife fo filed with pox, that I could not fwailow 
broth, or take any nourifhment, without fuffering ex- 
tremely. My whole body looked like that of a leper. 
All that faw me faid, they had never feen fuch a 
fliocking fpeftacle. But as to my foul, it was kept 
in a contentment not to be expreifed. The hopes of 
its liberty, by the lofs of that beauty which had been 
my grief, rendered ir fo well fatisficd, and fo united to 
God, that it would not liave changed its condition for 
that of the moft happy Prince in the world, 

EvEKT one thought I would be inconfolable ; and 
feveral exprefled their fj'mpathy with my fad conditi- 
on, as they judged; while I lay ftill, in the fecret 
friiitionof a joy unfpeakable, in this total deprivation 
of what had been a (hare to my pride, and to the paffi- 
ons of men, I praifed God in profound filence. None 
ever heard any complaints . from me, either of my 
pains, or the lofs I fiiftained. All was well received 
:is from God's hand. The only thing that I laid was, 
that I rejoiced at, and was exceeding thankful for the 
interior hberty I gained thereby -, and they made a 
great crime to me of that. My confeffor who had 
been diffatisfied with me before came to fee m.c. He 
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afkcd me if I was notforry for having the fmaJl pox- 
and lie now taxed me with pride on my fpeakina 
thus. ^ 

Mr littJe boy (the younger fon) took the fiiiall-pox 
the lame day with myielf, of which he died for want 
ot care. This blow indeed ftruck me to the heart 
which yet, drawing: drength from my weaknefs, of! 
ft-red him up, andfaid to God as did Joe, " Thou 
" gave him to me, and thou haft taken him from me. 
" Blefled be thy holy name," The fpirit of facriSce 
poflefTed me fo ftrongly, that, tiiough I loved this 
chdd tenderly, I never flied a tear at hearing of his 
death. The day he was buried, the dodor fent to teil 
me that tie had not placed a tombllone upon his grave, 
becaule my little girl couid not get over two days' 
My eideft fon was not yet out of danger, fo that I 
faw myfelf almoft ftripped of all my children, my huf- 
band indifpofed, and myfelf extremely fo. God did 
not take my little girl then. He prolonged her life 
fome years, to make the lofs more painful to me. 

At lad: my mother-in-law's phyfician arrived, at a 
time wherein he could be of but little fervice to me. 
When he faw the ftrange inflammation in my eyes, he 
caufed me to be bled feveral times ; but it was coo 
late. And thofe bleedings which would have been fo 
proper at firft, did nothing bvit weaken me now. 
They could not even bleed me in the condition I was in, 
but with the greateft difficulty ; for my arms were 
fo fwelled, that the furgeon was obliged to pulli in the 
lance to a great depth. Moreover the bleeding being 
out of fealbn, had like to have caufed my death, which 
J confefs would have been very agreeable to me. I 
looked upon death as the greateft blefllng for me. Yet 
I faw well that I had nothing to hope on°that fide ; and 
that, inftead of meeting with fo defirable an event, I 
snuft prepare niyfelf to fiipport the trials of life. 

After. 
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AfTEH myclde&fon was grown better, he got up 
and came into my chamber. 1 was ftirprized at the 
extraordinary change I faw in him. His face, lately 
all fair and beautiiiil, vvas become like 3 coarfe fpot 
of earth, all full of furrows. That gave me the eu- 
riofity to view myfelf in a looking-glais. It was then 
that I faw that God had ordered the facri6ce in all its 
reality. They fent me pomatums to recover my com- 
plexion, and to fill up the hollows of the fmall-pox. I 
had feen wonderful effefts thereof upon others, and 
therefore at firft had a mind to try to make ufe of 
them: But love, jealous of his work, would not fuf- 
fer it. There was a voice in my heart which faid, '* If 
" I would have had thee fair, I would have left thee 
" as thou was." I was therefore obliged to lay afide 
every remedy, and to go into the air, which made the 
hollows worfe, to expofe myfelf in the ftreets to the 
eyes of every one, when the rednefs of the fmall pox 
was at the worft, in order to make my humiliation 
triumph, where I had exalted my pride. 

My hufband kept his bed almoft all that time, and 
made good ufe of his indifpoGtion- Only as he now 
found no more of that agreeablenefs in me, which 
before had given him pleafure, he grew much more 
fufceptible of impreflions whicb any gave him againft 
me. In confequence of this, the perfons who (poke 
to him to tny difadvantage, finding themfelves now 
better hearkened to, fpoke more boldly and more fre- 
quently. There was only thou, oh my Goi>, who 
changed not for me. Thou redoubled thy interior 
graces, in proportion as thou augmented my exterior 
crolfcs. 
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MY waiting-maid becime every day more haugh- 
ty r And, as the devil iiiciccd her to torment 
me, leeing that her fcoldings and otitcries did not 
diftiirb mc, fte thought, if Ihc could hinder me from 
going to the communion, Ihe fliould give me tlie 
greatell: of all vexations. Therein Ihe was in ths right, 
oh divine fpaule of pure fouls, fince the only fatisfac- 
tion of my life was to receive and to honour thee. I 
procured, as much as was in my power, the churches 
to be well adorned. I gave every thing, of the fineft 
I had, to furnifh them with ornaments, and contri- 
buted, to the uttnoft extent of my abihties, to inake 
them have fdver pyxes and chalices. I fee a per- 
petual lamp, tor a memate to me, that the fire of my 
love might never be fuffered to go out. I faid to thee, 
" Oh my love, let me be thy viftinn. Spare nothing 
" to annihilate me." I felt an inexpre/Tible long- 
ing to be more reduced, and to become nothinir 
at all. 

Tsrs girl then knew my attraflion for the holy fa- 
crament, where, when 1 could have liberty for it, I 
paired ieveral hours on my knees. She took it in her 
head to watch rae daily. When Ihe difcovered my 
going thither, flie ran' to tell my mother-in-law and 
my hufband. There needed no more to chagrine 
them. Their inveftives laded the whole day. ]f a 
word efcaped me in my own juftilkation, it was 
enough to make them fay, I was guilty of facrilege; 
and to raile an outcry againft devotion. If I made 

them 
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them no anfwer at all, that ftill heightened their in- 
dignadon, and made them fay the moft grating things 
they could dcvife. If I fell fick, which often hap- 
pened, they took occafion to come to quarrel with me 
in my bed, faying, my coiTimtinions and prayers were 
what made me fick. 

She told mc one day, -ifi her padtian, that flic was 
going to write to him whofne thought was my direflror, 
to rrct liim to ftop me from going to the communion. 
And when I made her no anfwer, (lie cried out as 
loud as fhe could, " that I treated her ill and de- 
fpifed her." When I went to mafs, flie ran to tell my 
hufband (though I had taken care before to order eve- 
ry thing about the houfe) " that I was gone abroad, 
and had left nothing in order." When I returnee 
home, rage fell on me in all its violence ; and they 
woukl hear none of my reafons, but faid, " they 
" were all a parcel of lies." My mother-in-law per- 
fuadcd my huiband, being now fick, " that I let 
" every thing go to wreck ; and that, if fhe did not 
" take' care, he would he ruined." He believed it, 
and I bore all" with patience, endeavouring, as well 
as I could, to do my duty. , What gave me moll 
trouble was not to know what coiirfe to take ; for 
when I ordered any thing without her, fne complained 
" that I fhewcd her no rcfpefl, that I did things of 
" my own head, and they were done tlie worfe for it." 
Then (lie would order them quite contrary : If 1 con- 
fulted her to know what, or how llse would have s-ny 
thing to be done, (he faid, " (he muft have the cire 
" and trouble of every thing." 

I tiAD fcarce any red but what I found in the love 
of God, and fabniilTion to his orders. They incef- 
fantly watched my words and anions, to find occafion 
againft me. They chid me all the day long, conti- 
nuallv repeating, over and over, the fame things, and 
' R that 
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that before tl,e footmen. How oft™ have i nrdf n, ' 
i^eak on my te.r. which ^ere interpreted ih'Ci 
cn,r.na mthe^vorld! They faid, I wo.Ud be <Wy 
as It the tears would open a heli for nic whirh I ' 

ine rrurh of t. ]f I kept filence, they taxed n^e with 
tontenipt and perverfenefs ; ,f I knew any hinTwl h 

,tLl .1 had. forged It." Sometimes thev tor- 

nented me for fcveral days fucceffively, withoift Z 
ng me .ny rek^ation. Tl,e girls faid, " I cu Ihf ^ 
' feign licknefs, to eet a liftl?rpfl- " r '""gnt to 
ply. 'The love 'of Sol^l^'llfy^J.^f:^:^^!^;^ 
.t ^-otUd not allow me to Ceek relieVby a /in X'word 

"thlt"i td h"'- ^'°""'"^' ' "^-^ '" ->* f^o : 

" me or to wh" ""^ °"\™'^° ^"''J '^^e notice of 

Thouok I loved ray father extremely, ^nd he loved 
me very tenderly, yet I „ever fpoke to him thereof 

hi I "™^='-«'°" they „fed toward n e Before 
h n, they fpoke very roughly to me. He, highly d.f 
pleated, went and to d mv father of ;t ll^t^ 

lh..u p.f, ,„, , f„,, '&T5„f ,* „• »E;^ *■■ 
fetlicr, who, conrrarv to Iiis cofton, fi,.Vi ■'^ 

««d.d „e, - for/«»w4*,b',*o;r5*.'S 

=,£;-nof*:t£Li",£S» 

more of It on myfelf by replies; t.h.t "f fhev d^S 

z.::r^ "^ ' ^ught^ot'to c.uiC]^^z^ 

ni-ked, nor e.pofe my huftand's weafcneft , that 

" frying 
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" faying nothing ended all difputes, whereas by my 
" replies I might caufe thern to be continued and in- 
" creafed,." My father anfwered, " I did well, and 
" that I fliould continue to ait as God ihould infpire 
" me ;" And after that, he never fpoke to jne of il 
any more. 

Thet were ever talking to mc againft my father, 
my relatioas, and fuch as I rtfpcfted moft. I could 
not forbear to defend them, and therein I did wi'ong ; 
as whatever 1 faid fervcd only to provoke them. If 
any coropiained of my father or relations, they were 
always in the right. If any, whom they had dilliked 
before, ipoke againfi: thele, fuch were prefenily ap- 
proved of. If any ihewed fricndfhip to me, focli were 
not welcome. A relation, whom I greatly loved for 
her piety, coming to fee me, they openly bade her 
be gone, or treated her in fuch a manner as obliged 
her to it, which gave me no fnnal] uneafmcHs. When 
any coniiderable perfon came, they would be fpeaking 
aTainll: me-, even to perfons who knew me not, which 
furprized tl>em : But when they fiw me, they pitied 



Whatever they faid againfi me, Jove would not 
allow me to joiHfy myfelf. I fpoke not to my hiif- 
band of what either my mother-in-law or the girl did 
to mc, except the firft year, when I was not fuffi- 
cienily touched with the power of God, to fuffer lucli 
treatment. Nay, I did. more than this; for as my 
niother-in-laV and my htiftand were both very paf- 
fionate, they often quarrelled. Then I was in favour, 
and to me they made their mutual complaints, I ne^ 
ver told the one what the other had faid. And though 
it might have been of fervice to rae, humanly fpesk- 
ins, to take the advantage of fuch opportunity, I 
never made ufe of it to complain of either : Nay, on 
the contrary, I did not reft till. I had reconciled them. 
I fpoke many obliging things cf the one to the other, 
R 2 which 
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which always made them friends again; tiioiigh I 
knew, 5)' the frequeni experience I had, that I flioiilU 
pay dear for their re-Linion,: For icarce were they re- 
conciled, but they joined together againft mc. 

I WAS fo deeply engaged within, as often to for- 
get things without, yet not any thing which was of 
confequcnce. I went into the garden, without obferv- 
ing any thing in it: And when my htiffaand, who- 
could not go thither, alked me about it, t Icnew not 
what to Pay, at which he was angry. I went thither 
on purpofe to remark every thing, in order to tell 
him about them ; and yet, when there, did not thinic 
of looiting at them. I wen: thither ten times one 
day, to fee ajid bring an account to my huflxind, and 
yet (till forgot it. When I did rememBer to look 
at then>, I v/as m&ch pieafedi and then generally was 
alked nothing about tliem^ 

WiiEN they were telling any difagreeablc news ; to 
mortify my curiofity, I ufed, imder fome pretext or 
other, to retire. "When my hulband afterward would 
be talking lo me about it, 1 betrayed my ignorance of 
the matter, and then put him into a frelh fie of rage 
againli: me, whicii I would gladly have avoided being 
the occafion of; as I was very defirous of doing my 
duty, and rendering every thing agreeable to hini, io 
far as was in my power, confiftent therewith. 

All my croffes to me would Iiave feem.ed iit- 
lle, if, in the interior attraclion I felt, I might 
have had liberty to pray, and to be alone; But I 
was obliged ftill to continue in their prtfence with 
kich a lubjeaion as is fearcely conceivable. iVlv 
hufband looked on his watch, if at any time I 
had liberty aHowed me for prayer, to fee if I 
flayed a: it above half an hour. If I exceeded it, 
he grew very uneafy. I faid to hiin fometimes, 

" Grant 
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" Grant me one hour to diver: myfelf " And though 
he would have granted it to me for otiicr diverfions, 
yet for prayer he would not. I confefs my little ex- 
perience catifed me much trouble, and that 1 often 
thereby gave occahon for what they made me iuffer: 
For o-Jglit not 1 to have looked on my captivity as an 
effect of the wili of God, to content myfelf therein, 
and to make it my only defire and prayer. But I often 
fell back again into the anxiety of witliing to get titne 
for prayer; which was not agreeable to my hufband. 
It is true thofe faults were more frequent in the be- 
ginning. Afterwards I prayed to God in his own re- 
treat, in the temple of my heart, and then I went out 
no more. 
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WE went into the country, where I committed 
many faults, letting myfelf go too much after 
my inward attraftion- I thought I might do it becaufe 
my Iiulband diverted himi'elf with building, If I ftay- 
ed from him any time he was difTatisfied, which fome- 
times happened, as he was continually talking witii 
tlie workmen. I fet myfelf in a cor.ner, and there iiad 
my work with me, but could fcarce do any thing by 
reafon of the force of the attraaion which made the 
work fall out of my hands. I paiTed whole hours this 
way, without being able either to open my eyes or know 
what paffed in me ; but I had nodiing to wlih for, 
nor yet to be afraid of Every wliere 1 found my pro- 
per center, becaufe every where I found God. 

My heart could then defne nothing but what it had ; 
for this dilpofition cxtinguilbed all its defires; and I 
fometimes faid to myfelf, " ^^'hat wantcft thou ? Whit 

" fearcft 
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^1 fcarell thou ?" And I was fmpnzei to find m^n trial 
that I had nothing to defSre, ami notfim<r to jiar 
r.vcry place I was in v.'as my proper p!ace. ° ■ 

I -"^^ .' had generally not any time altewed m* to pray 
but with dlfiicnlty, I took itin my ..hr^i, as my. hujl 
Land would not allow me to rife till feven ■Jclodi 
.n t.ie mornmg, not to difobey km", i got on my 
^nees m my bed, which was in his chamber, oa rI 
toimt oi his iilneis, endeivoufi^gtolhew him ir, every 
Ih.njmy puncTruality; I got tt p at /pur o'clock, at^ 
cont^naea thus on my bed; while he thouahc I wa, 
aikc,) : Bvit this .aftV^ed ray health.: and parti- 
cularly my eyes, which were ftiU weak trom the 
rmall-pojc. It being only eight months iince I had that 
difemper. I foon recovered from this complaint, 
and uled all diligence, m attcndrng and" improving; 
every opportunity of meeting witii and obtain^ th? 
prelence of God. ° 

A, we had not yet built the chapel, and were far 
trom any chiirch, 1 could not go to ,r,.fs, without the 
permiffion or my hufband. As y.'e could not ™t the 
coach out of the court, without hi? licarinR it i fix»d 
an agreement with the fupeiior of the rccollefe. who 
was a very devour man. He pretended to be ™in£ 
to fty mafa for iomebody elfe, aixl fent a fri'^r to 
appme me of rt. I was obliged to go out veiv early 

ir tfT"'^^^^^''^^!^''^^"'^ '"'S'^* ™^ /'^■•'^•'ive 
iCi' and though! could Icarce xvalk, I made a ftift 
to -hobble on root a quarter of a league, as I duHt 
notgeithehorfes put to the coach, for fear of wakine 
him. And really God wrought ivcnders for me 
(O fecond my defire : For gcncraliv, in the mor' 
nings wheu I went to mals, my hiilband did sot wake 
till after I was letutned : Often, as I was ™inr. our 
the weather was fo cloudy, that the girl I took with 
me told me, " I could not go ; or if I did, 1 ftould 
be foakcd with xhe rain." I anfwered her with my 

iifmi 
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Bliial conhdenc*', " Ggd will aflift us," 1 generally 
reached the chapel without being wet: When got 
thither, the rain fell exceffively. When 1 returned 
it cEJtfrd, When I got home it began again with frefh 
violence. During feveral yeir.5 that I have aded this 
way, I have never been deceived in my Confidence. 
When I was in the town, and Could find nobody up, to 
be feen, I was furprized that there came to me priefts 
to aflw nie if I was willing to receive the communion, 
and that if T Was thif would give it t6 me. 1 had no 
tnind to refufe, oh my Love, the prcfcnc which thoii 
tliyfelf -oiferedlt me ; for I had no doubt of its being 
thee who infpired them with that charity. Befote I had 
agreed with the recollefts to come ts f-iy mafs at tlie 
chapel I have tnentioned, often I fuddenly .iwaked 
with aftrong ?mpuHe to g-o to mafs. My maid faid 
to me, " But, madam, yoil are going to tire yourfclf 
" in vain. There will be no mafs tliere." Fof that 
chapel was not yet regularly ierved : And there were 
only occafionai mafies at it. However I went hill of 
faith, and at my arrival found the prieft drcft atid juft 
mounting the altar. If 1 could particularly enumerate 
the remarkable providences, which were hereupon 
qiven in my favour, there would be enough to fill 
whole volumes with. 

Whim I wanted to heav from, or write to, Mother 
GsANGEE, I often felt a ftrong draught to go out to 
the door. There I found a mefienger with a letter 
from her, vJhich could not have fallen into my hands 
but for that. She wis the only perfon 1 could be fret 
to lay open my condition to, when I could get to fee 
her, which was with the greateft difficulty -, and thio' 
providential affiftance; having not only been forbid- 
den by myconfeffor and my hulband, but having alfo 
all means, that could bedcvifed, ptitin praitice by my 
raothet'in-law to prevent it. I placed an cxtretre con- 
fidence in Mother Ghancek. I Concealed nothing 
from her, either of my fins or of my pains. 1 w.r.uld 

not 
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not have done tlis leaft thing without telling her in. I 
did not now practile any other auflerities but thofe 
which flie was willing to allow mc to do. There was 
nothing which I kept from her but my interior dif- 
politions, which I was fcarce able to tell, becaufe I 
knew not how to explain myfelf thereupon, being very 
ignorant of thofe things, having never read or heard of 
the like. 

Under pretence of going to fee my father, I ran off 
to fee JVlother Granqeii. That was difcovered, and 
coft me fiich eroflis as I Cannot exprefs ; for it would 
be difficult to fell to what excefs their rage ran againft 
me. The difficulty of writing to her was no lefs : 
Tor as I had the utmod abhorrence of a lie, I forbad 
tlie footmen to tell any. When they were met they 
were afked whither they were going, and if they had 
not any letters. My mother-in-law fet herfelf in a 
little paflage, through which none could go out fo, 
but that they muft pafs by her. She afked them whi- 
ther they were going and what they carried. Some- 
times going on foot to the Beneiitlitus, I caufed Ihoes * 
to be carried, that they might not perceive where I 
had been. I durlt not go alone ; and thofe who at- 
tended me had orders to tell every place I went to. 
If they were difcovered to fail in doing it, they were 
either correfled or turned out of tlieir fcrvice. 

My hulband and mother-in-law were always in- 
veighing againft that good woman, tho' in reality they 
efteemed her. I fome5imes made my own complaint 
to her ; and flie replied, " How lliould you content 
" them, when I have been doing all I could for thefe 
" twenty years to fatisfy them without fuccefs ?" For 

Frekch Editor's NOTE. 
* By her (hoes being darty, they would h.ivo perceived (lie had 
been out. She iherefore was obliged to have clean ones carried, 
in order to put them on at her icturning Into tiic houfe. 
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as my mother-Jn-Uw had two daughters with her, (he 
was always finding fomething to fay agaixift every 
thing Ihe tlid in regard to them. 

But the moll fenfible crofs to me now was the re- 
VpUingofmy own fon againft nie, whom they infpired 
with fo great a contempt for me, that I could not 
bear to fee him without extreme affliftion. When I 
was in my chamber withfome of my friends they fent 
him to hlten to what we faid ; and as he faw this pleaf- 
ed tliem, he invented a hundred things to tell them. 
What gave me the moft pajn at heart was the lofs of 
my child. If I caught him in a lie, as frequently I 
did, he told me, " Iviy granti mother fays, you have 
" been a greater liar than I." I anfwered him, " It is 
" bcc;iufc I have been fo, that I know the uglinefs of 
" that vice, and what a hard thing it is to get the bet- 
"cerofit: And it is for this re afon, that I would not 
" have you fuffer the like." He fpoke to me things 
very ofFenfive ; and becaufe he reiparked the fear I 
flood in of his grandmother and his father, if in their 
r.bfence I found tault with him in any thing, he infult- 
ingly upbraided me, and faid, " That now I wanted to 
" fet up for his millrcfs, becaufe they were not there." 
They approved of all this, in fuch fort as to ftrengthen 
him in his word inclinations. One day he went to fee 
my father, and raflily began to talk againft me to him, 
as he was ufed to do to his grandmother. Bat here 
it did not meet with the fame reception. My father 
was fo much grieved at it, as to Ihed tears ; and 
came to our houfe to defire he might be corrected for 
it, Tho' they promifcd it fliould be done, they ne- 
ver did it. I was grievoufly afraid of the confeqtiences 
of fo bad an education. 1 told Mother Gr.inger of 
ir, who confolpd me, and faid, " That fmce I could 
" not remedy it, I muft fufter and leave every thing 
" DO God ; and that this child would be my crofs. 

S Anotkeb 
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Another great crofs was the difficnky I had in at- 
tending nny hiiftjand. I knew he was difpleafed whea 
I was not with him ; and when I was with him, he 
never exprefb any pkafure in it, or at any thing I did. 
On the contrary, he only rejeSed with fcorn what- 
ever came to him from me. He was (o very uneafy 
with me about every thing, that I fome times trembled 
when I approached him. I could do nothing to his 
Iiking_j and when I did not attend him, he was angry. 
He had taken fuch a diQike to foups, that he coiUd not 
bear the fight of them ; and thole that brought them 
had a rough reception, fo that neither his mother 
jioraiiy of the domefticks would carry them to him. 
There was none but I who did not refufe that office. 
1 went to carry them to him, and let his anger pals -, 
then tried in an agreeable way to introduce them to him. 
And when his pallion increafcd, I waited with pati- 
ence, after which I faid to him, " I had rather be 
" reprimanded feveral times a day, than caufc you 
" any harm, in not bringing you what is proper." 
Sometimes he took them; at other times pulhed them 
back. But as he law my perfeverance, he would at 
length fubmittotake them. 

When he was a little better, and I was carrying 
fomethirjg agreeable to him, then my mother-in-law 
would fnatch it out of my hands, and carry it herfelf. 
And as he thought I was not fo careful and tender 
of hini, he would fly in a rage againft me, and exprefs 
great thankfulncfs to hisunothcr. I filendy fuffcred it 
all. I ufed all ray jkill and endeavours to gain my 
mother-in-law's favour by my afliduities, my prefents, 
my fervicesv but was not lucky enough to fucceed. 
How bitter and grievous, oh my God, wouSd fucli a 
life be, were it not for thee ? But thou fweetened and 
reconciled me to if. 
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ABOUT eight or nine months after my recover)' 
from the fmall-pox. Father La Combe, paffing by 
our houft, brought me 3 letter from Father deial\aoTTE . 
After a Ihort converfation we both defired a farther op- 
portimitv. I thought that he either loved God, or 
was difpofedto love him; and I willted every body 
to love him. God had already made ufe of me for 
the converfion of three of his order. The ftrong de- 
r.re he had of feeing me again induced him to 
come to our country-houfe, which was about halt 
a league from the town. A little accident which 
happened to him opened a way for me to fpeak to 
him As he was in difconrfe with my huiband, who 
iikcd him much, he was taken unwell, and retired into 
the warden. My hulhand bade me go and look after 
him^ Eo fee what was the matter with him. 1 went. 
He told me he had remarked in my countenance a 
deep inwardnefs and prefencc of God, which had 
given him a great defire to fee me again: And (jOD 
affifted me to open to him the interior path of the 
foul, and conveved fo much grace to him through 
this poor channel, that he has owned m me Iince, 
that he went away, changed into quite another 
man. I preferved an cfteem for him-, for it ap- 
peared to me that he wouid be devoted to God ; but 

• He wz! a Bernabitt, brother of Lady Guiok, by ih= father t 
an,akvol=«, Miith eccMadk, as wt ih8lK«intli=f«0i,djnd 
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I was at that time very far from forefeeing that ever 
1 IhouJd go to the place whicli he would be at. 

My difpofition at this time was a continual prayer 
for the prefence of Gon, which was fo plentiflillv 
given that It feemed to be more in me than my very 
IcJh J he fenlib.lity thereof was fo powerful, fo pe- 
netrating, It feemed to me irrefiftible ; and love took 
from me all. liberty of my own. At other times I 
was fo dry, I felt nothing but the pain of abfence, 
wliich was the harder to me, as the divine Prefencc 
had been before the more ienfible. In thefe alterna- 
iives, when love was prefcnt, 1 forgot in fucli a man- 
ner all my troubles and pains, that it appeared to me 
ns if I nevef had had any: And, in ks abience, it' 
leemed as if it never would return to mc attain 1 
thought it was through fome fault of mine it was re- 
tired ; and that rendered nie inconfolable. Had I 
known u had been a condition through which it was 
neceflary to pafs, I Ihould not have been troubled ■ 
for my ftrong love of the will of God would have 
rendered every thing cafy to mc , the property of 
this prayer being to give a great love to the order of 
IjOD, with fo fublime and pcrfeft a reliance on him, 
as not to fear any thing, neither dangers, death, fpi- 
"", "7 *"nd«- It gives a great abftraaion from 
ones lelt, one's own interefts, one'ii own reputation 
and an.utter difregard to every thing of the kind -. ali 
eeing fwallowed up in the one regard to the will of 
■„ J ^™"'^' ^ "■"'^^ accufcd of every thing that 
was 111 done, fpoiled, or broken. At firft 1 told the 
truth and fa,d it was not I. They then perfifted, and 
acculed me of \ymg. I then made no reply. Befides 
they told all this to fuch as came to the houfe' 
When I was afterwards alone with tlie fame perfons 
1 never undeceived them. I often heard fuch things 
iaid of me, before my friends, as were enough to 
make them entertain a bad opinion of me. My mind 

kept 
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kept its habitation in the tacit confcioufneft of my 
own innocence, not concerning myfelf whether they 
thought well or ill of me; excluding all the world, 
all opinions or cenlures, out of my view, and mind- 
ing nothing, elfe but the friendfliip of God only. 

Ip through infidelity I happened at any time to juf- 
tify myfeif, it did not focceed, and drew upon me 
newcrofies both within and without •, but notwichftand- 
inc all that, I was fo in love with the crois, that the 
oreateft crofs of all to me would have been to be with- 
out any. When the crofs was taken from me for any 
fhort (pace, it i'ecmcd to me that it was beciufc of the 
bad ui'e 1 had made of it; and that infidelity had de- 
prived me of fo great an advantage; for I never knew 
its value better than in its lot's. Oh, dear crofs, , my 
faithful companion ! As my Saviour became incar- 
nate, only to die in thy srms, fcould not I be con^ 
formabte to him in that ; And wilt not thou be the 
means of uniting me to him forever ? I often faid to 
thee, O my Love, puniOi me any other way, bvit 
take not from me the crofs. This amiable crofs 
rettirned to me with fo much the more force, as my 
defire for it was more vehement, I could not recon- 
cile two things, they appeared to me fo very oppofice: 
MZ. To defire the crofs with fo much ardor, and to 
funport it with fo much pain. 

God knows well, in the admirable osconomy he 
oblerues, how to render the croffes more weighty, 
conformable to the ability of the creature to bear 
them ; giving always new ones, and fuch as one does 
not expecl:. Hereby my foul began to be more re- 
figned, and to comprehend the ilrate of abfence, and 
of wanting what I longed for, to be more profitable 
than that of abounding; becaufe this latter noiirifned 
fdf-lfme. If God did not aft thus, the foul would ne- 
ver die to itfelf. That principle of felfhve is fo craf- 
ty and dangerous, that it fallens to every thing. 

What 
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What gave me moll: ttneafineft, in this time of 
darkneCs and cniciBxion, both witliin and withoui:, was 
nn inconceivable rcadincfs to be quick and hafty. 
When any s.nfvit:T a litde too lively elcaped me, which 
ferved not a little to hunible me, they laid, " I was 
" fallen into a mcrtal iin." A conduft no Jefs rigo- 
rous [Han this was quite neceflary for me ; for 1 was 
fo proud, paffionate and of an humour naturally 
thwarting, wanting always to carry matters my own 
way, and thinking my own reafons better than thofe 
of others ; that, had thou, oh my God I fpared on me 
the Krokes of the hammer, thou would never have 
jwlidicci me to thy liking, to be an inftrument for thy 
life, 1 was fo vain, 1 was ridiculous for it. Ap- 
plaufe rendered me intolerable. I had the fault of 
praifing my friends to excels, and blaming others 
■without reafon : But, the more criminal I have been, 
the more I am indebted to thee, and the lefs of any 
good can I attribute to myfelf. Oh, how blind are 
wen who attribute to other men the fiolinefs God puts 
in them I I believe, my God, that thou haft faints 
who, under thy grace, owe mtich to their own fidelity. 
As for me, I owe all to thee. I cannot acknowledoe 
it too much. ° 

In acls of charily I was very arduous. So great 
was my tendernefs for the poor, that 1 wifhed to have 
fupplied all their wants, which 1 could not fee wiihouc 
reproaching myfelf for the plenty I enjoyed. I de- 
prived myfelf of all I could to help them. The very 
beft I was helped to at table was immediately, by the 
order 1 had given, taken from me and carried to them. 
There were few of the poor where I lived, who did 
not partake of my liberality. Being refufed by others, 
they came to me. 1 faid to thee. Oh my diviiie Love ! 
" It is rhy fubftance -, I am only the fteward of it. I 
" ought to diftribute it according to thy will." 1 found 
means to relieve them without Jetting myfelf be 

known, 
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known, becaufe I had one who diftrlbuted my alms 
orivatelv. Wlien there were families who were a- 
Cmed'to take u in this way. I fent it to them a. 
f I owed them it. I clothed fuel, as were naked, and 
caufed young girls to be taught how to get their live- 
lihood, elpec°alTy fuch as were handlome, to the end 
that being employed, and haying whereon " I've they 
mi£ht not be ™der a temptation to throw thetnfdves 
iway God made ufe of me to reclaim feveral iron 
their diforderly lives •, and one there was of quality and 
beauty, who has fmce ffiade a happy end. I went to 
■ vifit the fick, to comfort them, to make t.«ir beds 1 
made ointments, dreffed their wounds, ouned their 
dead I privately furniibed artitts and tradefmen 
wherewith to keep up their fliops. My .heart wa. 
much opened toward my feUow-creatures in dittrds . 
And I think, hardly any one could carry chanty much 
farther than our Lord made me do, according to my 
ettate, both while married and fmce. 

To purify me the more from the mixture I might 
make of his gifts with my own felf-h^'e, he gave me 
interior probations, which were ver)' heavy. I began 
to experience that virtue, which haa been fo^aly- and 
dellshtful to me, became an inftipportable weight ; 
notlhat I did not love it extremely, but I found my- 
f-lf not m that noble praclice of it, of which tne view 
had been given me. The more 1 loved it, the more I 
iaboured to acquire fome virtue which i faw 1 wanted, 
and I thought I fell into what was contrary to 11. My 
heart indeed, was detached from all fenlual p ka- 
fures.' For tliefe fcveral years paft, it has leemed to 
me that my mind is fo abfent from the body, that 
do things as if I did them not. ]f I eat or lefrent 
inyfelf, it is done with fuch an ablence, or fcparation, 
as t wonder at,, and with an entire mortification of the 
keennei's of feiVation for all the natural tunccions. 1 
hope I fay enough to be under.flood. q h A P. 
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'^O i-efumetk- thrradofmjrhilbry, the (m^u 

A. pox had fo niiich hurt o„f. nf „,, ,™''" 

Wis afraid I j]i„,uiofc k Iw/.rP"\''"' ^ 

two realons, the fifft, becaufe I wTlefMn , , '^ 
whfrp T h^,i „ r. "^■-aiiic 1 wds jett in bed alone. 

airftenties of the bodv wn„M ^ ^ u , ' '^"'^ 

teclhccafcdtoad, flic Tot (wT >>= -^rawn ; but when her 

counted thcriTrpoodSnd ,"7"' ''' "=<^>' "^l'^'^ ^"c- 

rao« harm bec.fc „ tu«U ' K ' S'"^";'='\ '^''^ ■''■' 

■' choke ™ only cauC, lijjh "oflS 1, f f °*^"- °"' ™" 

■■ not wonder at hij hei^ MmtS " ™°".'t™ heavy. 1 do 
" ftthct St- Joseph, mali^cmr^" A™!''' '" ""^ "'"P =* h" 
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pleafures, poor temporary heavens ; As for me my 
defires were all turned another way, even to the fdenc 
path of fufFering for Christ, and to be united to him, 
through the morcifiEation of all that was of nature in 
me, that my fcnfes, appetites and will, being dead 
to thefe, might wholly live in him. 

I ASKED, and obtained leave to go to Paris for the 
cure of my ey-c : And yet it vvas not in reahty for that, 
fo much as to fee IVIonfieur Beetot, whom Mother 
GnAKCER. had lately afligncd to me for my direflOT, 
who was a man of great experience. 1 then went to 
take my leave of my father, wlio embraced me with 
very great tenderncfs, neither of lis thinking then that 
it would be the laft time. 

Farts was a phice no more to fear fur mc. The 
throngs only ftrved the more to draw me into a deep 
recoUeSion, and the noifeof the ftreets augmented my 
jnw.ird prayer. I faw Monfieur Bertot, who did not 
prove of that fcrvicc to me, which he would have 
done if I had then had the gift of explaining myfelf : 
But though I v/ilhed earneftly to hide nothing from him, 
yet God held me fo clofe to himfelf, diat I could tell 
him fcarce any thing at all. As foon as I fpokc to 
him, every thing was taken out of my mind, fo that 
I could remember nothing but fome few faults which 
I told him. As I faw him very feldom, as nothing 
flayed in my mind, and as I read of nothing any way 
refembling my cafe, I knew not how to open myfelf 
upon it. Befide I defired to make nothing known, 
but the evil which was in me. Therefore Monfieur Bee- 
tot knew me not till after his death. This was of 
great utility to me, for taking away every fupport, 
and making me die to myfelf. 

1 WENT to pafs the ten days, from the afcenfion to 

pentecoft orwhitfiintide, at ao Abbey four leagues from 

Paris, the Abbefs of which had a particular friendfhip 

T for 
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fot- me. Here ivy union with God feemcd to be rn„ 
but .: tfce fame time more doft^and Lti^.^:."' '^'"^'<^' 

wr), 1 awarded fiiddenFf at four o'clock in the mor 
faX'r'w^'V^?"^ impremcon my n,ind. tha T^^ 
fath r was dead: Ami though at that time my fou'! 
was ,n a very great contemmem, yet inv Jove for hln 

Under he ftrokes and daily troubles which brfell me 
my Will was fo fubfervient to thine, ol> my Goi> tTat 
herereemed to be an union of wiii betwixtL TI e" 

cunaiions left, but to the one fole objea of whatever 
was^,oftpIeafiz,g to thee, be itwhatit wodd Jf 
had a .v,ll rt appeared to me that it was with thine 
Lke wo well-tt,ned Intcs in concert : That wh i „ot 
onched renders the fame found as chat wi,id' is touch' 
ea - it IS but one and the fame found, one cure 

mperfea peace. Yet though my own will was loft 
as to Its operations, J have found' fin ce, intheftranie 

"nctHad '"^' ''-.r^''^^^ to paf; through how 
mnch It had yer to coft me to have Lt totally loft as to 
all .ts properties in ,11 the circumftances, and whole ex 
^n thereof, m order thar the fou! Ihould retain no 
more any intereil or defire, of its own, of either 
tltoeor eternity, but only the intereil of God alone 
^n the rna^er th.t is known to himfelf, and not in oj; 

Ank thn"'""^- ,f^°-.--y '•""1^-e there whk 
think their own wil s quite loft, while they are ve 

'f They m^r with T'"=^ would End they ftjll f.bla 
\ 7 n ^^^^ probations, Who is there 

terelt wealth, honour, pjeafure, convcniencv liberrv 
&c ? And he who think, his mind loofe Vrcmiu 
thefc ob,eas, becufe he poffeiTes them ^™u)d "oon 

perceive 
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perceive his auachment to them, were he ftrjpped of 
thofe he is poflelTed of. If there are found in a whole 
age three perfons ib dead to every thing, as to be ut- 
terly refigned to providence without any exception, 
they may well pafs for prodigies of grace. As I am 
not miftrcfs of wliat 1 write, I follow not any order : 
But it makes little matter. 

Iw tiic afternoon as I was with the Abbefs, I told her 
I had ftrong prcfentiments of my father's death. In- 
deed I could hardly fpeak, I was fo afFefied within, 
and enfeebled without. Prefently came one to tell her 
that Hie was wanted in the parlour. It was a man 
that had rid poll, and was come exprefs, with an ac- 
count from my hulband tiiat my father was lallen ili. 
And as it held him only twelve hours, he was there- 
fore by this time dead. The Abbefs returning fays, 
" Here is a letter from your hulliand, who writes 
" that your father is taken violently ill." I faid to ber, 
" He is dead, I cannot have a doubt about it." I fenc 
away to Pmis immediately, to hire a hackney coach, 
to go the iboner. Mine waited for me at the Mid- 
way. I went off .It nine o'clock at night. They faid, 
" I was going to dellroy myfelf" I'had nobody of 
my acquaintance with me ; for 1 had fent away my 
chambermaid to Paris, to put every thing in order 
there ; and being in a religious (loiife, I had no mind 
to keep any footman with me there. The Abbefs told 
me, " that (ince [ thought my father was dead, it 
" would be raflinefs in roe to expofe myfclf, and run 
" the rifque of my life in that manner ; that coaches 
" could hardly pafs the way I was going, it beino- no 
" beaten road." I anfwered, " that it was my indif- 
" penfable duty to go to fuccour my fatlier, and that 
" I ought not, on a bare apprehenfion, to exempt my- 
" felt Jrom it." I went then alone, abandoned to 
providence, with people unknown. My weaknefs was 
ib great, that I could hardly keep my feat in the coach, 
T z and 
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and was forced often to get out, on account ofdanc^e 
reus ipots in the road. tijnge- 

In this way was I obHg-d, about inidnighr, to crofs 
a foreft noted for murders and robberief committ. 
her., fh. boldclt p„ron dreaded n ; n,y r.fignatla 
ieft me fcarce any room to think at all about it. Oh how 

itlelt . Thus all alone I went to within live leao„es 
ot my own habitation, ivhere, when I arrived, I fo°md 
my confcfior with one of my rdaiions who was wait- 
ing for me. The fweet confolation I had enjoyed 
when alone, was now interrupted. My confeffor ia! 
norant of my condition, treated it with contempt, and 
3.1owed me not any liberty. My grief was ct^fuch a 
Mture that I could not fhed a tear. And I was aC' 
ert to hear a thing which I icnew but too well with 
out giving any exterior mark of grief. The conditi-. 
ori 1 wasm did not permit me to (peak, or to do fuch 
things as arc ulually expected from perfons of piety 
I couid do nothing die but love and keep filence. 

I Fou»ii, on my arrival at home, that my father wa, 
buried, on account of the excefllve heat. It was ten 

clock at night, AH wore tlie habit of moorning. I 
had travelled thirty leagues in a day and a nipht As 

1 was very weak, not having taken any nouriihment 
I was inftantly put to bed. ' 

Aeout two o'clock in the morning my hufband ''ot 
up, and having gone out of my chamber, he returned 
" ter ^1 ">';,"S out with all his might, " My daugh. 

ter is dead. She was my only daughter, as dearlv 
beloved as truly lovely. She had fo many gra e bo 1 ol 
body and mind conferred on her, that one mud have 
been mfenfible not to have loved her. She had 31, 
«tracrdinary ft-.are of love to Goo. Often was (he 
found m corners at prayer. She was feveral times 
'.^hipr by her gratidmotlier, bccaiUc Ihe fiid, " She 

" v,-oidd 
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" would never have any other hufband but our Lord," 
yet could ihc never m;ike licr lay otherwiie. She was 
innocent and modeft as a little angel ; very dutiful and 
endearing, and withal very beautiful. Her father 
doated on her, and to me Ihe was very dear, nu:c!i 
more for the qualities of her mind than thofe of her 
body, i looked upon her as my only confolation on 
earth : For ihe had as much of alfcilion for me, as 
her brother of averlion and contempt. She died of an 
iinfeafcnable bleeding: But what fhall I fay ? Die died 
by the hands of him who was pleafed, for wife rc.Tfons 
of his own, toftrip me of all. 

There now remained to mc only the fon of my 
forrow. He fell ill to the point of death, but was re- 
ftored at the prayer of Mother Gramcks, now my 
only confolation after God. I no more wept for my 
child than for my father. I could only fay, " Thou, 
" oh Lord, g.ivc her to me ; It pleafes thee to take 
" her back again, for ilic was thine." As for my fa- 
ther, his virtue \vas fo genetally known, and there 
would be fo many things to fay of him that, I iriufl: 
rather be filenc, than enter upon the llibjeft. His re- 
liance on God, his faith and patience were wondei-ful. 
He was die fcourge of herefy and innovations. My 
father and daughter died in the month of July 1672. 
From henceforth crolles were not fpared me : And tho' 
I have had abundance of them hitherto, yet they were 
only the Ihadows of thofe which I have been lince oblig- 
ed to pafs through, purfuanc to a marriage contradt, 
which 1 had newly entered into with our Loao Jesus 
Christ. In this fpiritual marriage t claimed for my 
dowry only crofles, fcourges, perlecutions, ignomi- 
nies, lowlinefs, nothingnefs of lelf, which in his great 
goodnefs, and for wile ends, as 1 have feen he has 
been pleafed to confer on me.* 

Os 

• Shh writes th:; Mother Grakqer had Jraivn L:p tb!s' mar- 
riage coiUPiil: for Ler> and feut litfr it on ■ /l/fl^yrtA*'/ evcj "t-o be 'de- 
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Ok the day of the I'lrgi^s ^Jfumptkn in the fame 
year 1675, being m great diibds, on sccoum of the 
redotibling of outward and inward crorjes, I went into 
my clolet to g,re vent to my grief. M. Birtot, mv 
du-eaor wl^en ^tParh, was broHght into my mind, 
w,th^thas w,ft, Oh that he '^as fcnf.tk of ^hat I fuffcr ' 
Tho he wnt but very feldom, and with great diffi- 
culty, yet he writ me a letter dated the fame day abcc: 
t/ie croft, the fined and moft confdatory he ever writ 
me on that ittbjed:. Sometimes my fpirit was fo op- 
prefled wjd, contmual croflb, which Ibarce eave me 
any relaxation that when alone my eves turned every 
way to fee if they could find any thing to oivc fome 
lehet. A word, a ligh, a trifle, or to know'that any 
one cooli part in my grief, would have been fome 
conitort; hut that was not gf,™ted me, not even to 
mk toward heaven, or make any complaint. Love 
he!d me then fo dole, that it wot,!d have this miferablc 
nature to penfli, without giving it any lupport or nou- 
nfyiment Oh my deareft Lo«d ! thot. yet gave ™y 
iouia viflonoiis lupport, which made it triuipph over 
all the weaknelTes ot nnturt, and took thy knife in thv 
hand to deftroy it without relaxation. And vet this 
nature^is fo perverfe, and fo full of artifices to fave its 
Irfe thatatlailittook the courfe of nourifliin.. itfdf 
with Its own delpair, and with its fidelity under fucli hea- 
vy and continual oppreffion, and withal fought to con- 
ceal the value it attributed thereto: But th^ eyes oh 
my divine Love were too penetrating not to difcover 
the ftibiiky. Wherefore, thou, oh my Shepherd 
changed thy conduft toward it. Tlioi fometimes 
comforted it vpith thy crook and thy ftajf ; that is to fay 

M.tlj' fign=d by l.r ix, form, and with the marrkg. cer.moni.s 
on Ihc next day being A?ai..^ai.a'i day. ^ "^monies, 

Ok tliis llie wrk«. -< It feemed to m= then Hat God mad= of 

fnends, as St, Johm Ihevvi in his Revelations. Chap vii 3 

by 



by thy conduS as loving as it was crucifying ; but it 
was only to reduce it to the laft fliifts or extremities, 
as 1 fliall (liew in the fequfl. 
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ALadv, whom I was iifed fometimes to vifit, go- 
verneis of our town, had taken a particular 
liking to mc, bccaufe, (as flie was pleafed to fay) my 
perlbn and manners were agreeable to her. She would 
fometimes tell me that fne obfervcd in mc fo sue thing 
extraordinary and nncoir.mon. I believe the inward 
attraftioR of my foul appeared on my very counte- 
nance ■ For one day ii gentleman of fafliiun faid to 
my hulband's aunt, " 1 Taw the Lady your niece; and 
it is very vifible that Ihe does not lofe the prcfence 
" of Go3." Which, being re!a:ed to mr, furprized 
me greatly, little thinking that fuch an one as he 
knew wliat it was to have God thus prefent. This 
lady, I fay, began to be touched with the fenfe of 
God : For, wanting once to take me to the play, 1 
refufed to go ; as I never did go to it, making life of 
the pretext of my hu/band's continual indifpofitions. 
She prcffed me exceedingly, and faid, " I flioukl not 
" fuiTer them to hinder me from taking fome diver- 
" fion; and that I was not of an age to be confined 
" with the fick like a nurfc." I told her what rea- 
fons I had for afting fo. She then perceived that it 
was more from a principle of piety, than the Indifpo- 
fitions of my hufband, that I did not go. Infilling to 
know my fentimcnt of plays, I told her, " I entirely 
" difapproved of them, ,and cfpecially for chriftian 
" women:" .*Vnd as ihe was far mors advanced in 

years 
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years tlisri I was, wlut I tlicn faiii made fiich an im. 
})rcQ"ion tin her iniiid, that flie never after went to 

the play. 

Being once with her, and another lady fond of talk- 
ing, one who had read the fathers, they fpoke tniich 
of God, This lady fpoke learnedly of him. I faid 
fcarce any thing, being inwardly drawn to filcnce, and 
troubled a: fuch kind of talk of him. The lady, my 
acquaintance, came next clay to fee me, " God had 
" fo touched her heart, that fiie could ftand out no 
" longer." I attributed this touch to fomethin.<» the 
other lady had fpoken; But llie faid to me, " Your 
" filencc had foniething in it which penetrated to the 
" botiom of my foit! : And I could not relifii what 
"the other faid." Then we fpoke io one another 
with opi-ji hearts, 

Tt was then, oli my God, that thou entered into 
the bottom of her foul, never more to retire. She 
continued fo hungry after thee, as to be fcarce able to 
bear the mention of any thing befide. As thou would 
have her wholly thine, at the end of three months 
thou removed from iier a moil: a&eftionate and be- 
Joved huiband. Thou icnt her fuch terrible croffcs, 
and at the fame time fuch abundance of thy grace, as 
to become thereby the abfolute matter of her heart. 
After the death of her Inifband, and the lofs of mof: 
of her fortune, flie went to refide four Jeagues from 
our houfe, on a fmall eftate, which yet remahied 
to her. She obtained my hufband's confent to my 
going to pafs a week with her, to confolc her under 
her loffes. God gave her by my means all lie wanted. 
She had a great fhare of undcrftanding, but was fur- 
prized at my cxprefCng things to her fo far above iny 
natural capacity. I fhould have been furprized at it 
myfelf, had I reBsQed on it: But it was Gon who 
gave mc them for her fake, diffufmg a flood of grace 
i ito her foil!, without regarding the unworthincfs of 

thq 
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the channel be was pleafed to make ufe of. Since that 
time her foul has been the temple of the Holy-ghoft, 
and oi!r hearts have been united with a band never to 
be diflblved. 

My hufband and I took a little journey together, 
in which both my refignation and humiliation were ex- 
ercifed, without cofling me any thing -, divine gracr 
was my powerful fiipport. We had like to have aH 
perifhed in a river : The reft of the company in a def- 
perate fright threw themfelves out of the coach, wliich 
funk in the moving fand. 1 continued lb inuch in- 
wardly occupied, that I did not once think of the 
danger. God delivered me from it, '.vithout my 
thought of avoiding it. I was quite eafy to leave 
myfelf to be drowned, had he permitted it. It may 
be faid, " I was ralh;" .1 believe I was fo ; Yet I 
rather chofe to perifli, trufting in God, than make 
mv efcapc in a dependence on myfelf. But what fay 
I f We do not periib, but for want of trailing in 
him. My plealure is to be indebted to him for every 
thine This renders me content in my miferies, which 
I would rather keep all my life long, in a ftate of re- 
fignation to him, than put an end to them, in a de- 
pendence on myfelf. However I would not advife 
others to aft thus, unkfs they were in the fame difpo- 
lition which at that time I was in. 

As mv hufband's maladies daily increafed i he re- 
folvcJ to go to St. Reine, [the holy queen or blefled 
virginj for" whom he had a great devotion; he ap- 
peared very defirous of having none but me with him, 
and told me one day, " if they never fpoke to me 
" agiinll you, I fhould be more eafy, and you more 
" happy."' In this journey I co.mmitted many faults 
of/f.^'-Vsw, s.i\d fiif-feekmi; ; and yet being in a deep 
interior reiignation, ! had reafon enough to experience 
what I fhould be without thy fatherly care, oh mv 
Goo. For fome time pad, thou hadft withdraw!! from 
U me 
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me that fwcet interior correfpondcnce which before t 
had only to follow, 1 was become like a poor travel- 
ler thac Jiad ioll his way in the night, and could find 
no way, path, or track; But as f referve for another 
place the defcription of the terrible darknefs throunh 
which I paired, I (hall here continue the thread of my 
hiftory. My huiband at his return from St, R£ine, 
palled by St. Eom. For having now no children but 
my firft-born fon, who was often at the gates of death; 
he wilhcd exceedingly for heirs, and prayed for thein 
tarneftly by the interceiTion of that faint. God granted 
his defire, and gave iiic a fecond fniv. The approach 
Of my lynig-in was to me a time of great confolation. 
And though m my delivery I had a fcvere time, the 
love I had for the crofs made me loolc on it all with 
jpleafurc, I rejoiced bccaufe nature had fo much to 
fviffer. Befide, as I was feveral weeks, after my deli- 
very, without any 0116 daring to fpeak to me, on ac- 
count of my great weaknefs, it was for me a time of 
retreat and of filencc, wherein I tried to indemnify 
myfelf for the lofs of time I had fuftained in the 
others, to pray to thee, my God, and to continue alone 
with thee. I may fay that during the nine irionths of 
my pregnancy, God took a new podeffion of me, 
and left me not. It was to me a time of continual 
joy without interruption. As I had experienced many 
inward difficulties, weaknefies and withdrawings of my 
Love, It was for me a new life. It feemed as if I was 
already in the fruition of beatitude. But how dear did 
thii happy time coft me, fince it was only a prepara- 
tive to a total privation of feveral years, without any 
lupporc, or hope of return ! It began with the death 
of one who had been my only confolation after God 
This was Mother Gkancee. Before my return frorri 
St, RziNE I heard Ihe was dead. 

Whe!j I received this news, I cohfefs it was to nv 
tlie moft Ic.ifible afflicting ftroke I had ever ycc felt 
1 thought, had I been with her at her death, I might 

have 
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hai'c fpolce to her, and received her laft inilruciions : 
But God has fo ordered it that I have been abfent in 
almoft all my loffes, in order to render the ftiokes the 
more painful. Some months indeed before her death, 
I had fuch a Gghc of it, that though I could not fee 
her but with extreme dillkulty, and fuffenng for it, 
yet fhe was a fuppart to me: And the Loud let 
me know that it would be a benefit for me to be de- 
prived of lier: But at the time Ihe died that was not 
prcfcnt with me, Ic w,is in that trying i'eafon v/hen 
my paths were flopped, and the very ground turned 
up, that fhe was taken from me, who might have 
guided me in my lonefome and difficult road ; all co- 
vered as it wa.s witii precipices, and entangled with 
briars and thorns. 

Oh conduft all adorable of my God ! There mull 
be no guide for the perfon whom he is leading into 
the regions of d.irknefs and death; no conduiflor for 
the man whom he is determined to dcflroy, ( ?. e. to 
caufe to die totally to himfeif.) After having favcd 
me with fo much mercy, O my Love; after having, 
led me by the hand in rugsjed paths, it Icenis thou 
waft bent on my dedrudion. May it not be faid that 
thou doll not fave but to deftroy, 'nor go to feek the 
loft flieep, but to cau-fe it to be yet more loft v that 
thou art plcafed in building what is demolifhed, and 
in demolilhing what is built. — Oh feerets of the in- 
comprehenfibie wildom of God, unknown to any be- 
fide himfeif! — Yet men, fprung tip only of a few 
days, want to penetrate, and to let bounds to it. Who 
is it that hath known the mind of the I/Oed, or who 
hath been his counfellor ? It is a wifdoiii only to be 
known through death to every thing, and through the 
entire lofs of all felf. She died in a lethargy ; and as 
they fpoke to her about me, with a defign to wake 
her, flie anfwered, " I have alway.s loved her in God, 
" and for God ;" and fpoke no more, 

■ U 2 Mr 
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Mv brother now openly fliewed his hatrtd for nie 
He maiTieri at Orleans, and my fuifband had the com' 
plaifance to go to his marriage, Anv.rrh he was in a 
poor Hate of health, tlie roads bad, and fo covered 
wjth fnow, that we had like to have been ovcrfet 
more than fifteen times: And yet, far from acknow- 
ledging It, ni7 brother quarrelled with hini more than 
ever, and without any rcafon too; and I was the butt 
of both their refentments. While 1 was at Orhmis 
jiieetnig with a Jefiiit, wliom at that time I thouo^hl 
liighly of, I ^vas too forward and hti: in fpeaktnK 
to hnn of Ipiritual things, thinking I was doin<r well 
out had a reniorfe for it afterwards ; which 1 fo re- 
membered, d)at I no more fell into the like fault a^ain 
How often does one miftake nature for o^race'- One 
mufl: be dead to one's iHf. when fucli forwardnefc is 
trom OoD only, 

At my coming away, my brothertrcatcd me witli 
the iitmoft contempt: Yet, on the road, my mind 
was iQ much drawn inward, that though wc had much 
more danger than in going, I had no thought about 
myielf, but only about my hulband; fo tlKit leeint- the 
coach overt.irning, I faid " fear not, it is on my°fide 

that It iallsj It will not hurt you." I believe, had 
3-JJ perilhtd, I (liould not have been moved my peace 
was fo profound that nothing could fliakc it If thefe 
times coRtinucd, we ftould be too ftronc. But thev 
now began to come but feidom, and to be followed 
with long and wearifome privations. ThougJi fmce 
that time my brother is changed for the better, and 
has turned on the fide of God, yet he has never turned 
tor me. Jt is a particular permiffion of God, and the 
conduft ot his Providence over my foul, which has 
caufed him and other religious perfons, who have per 
ftciHed me, to think they were rendering; glory to 
God, ami doing aSions of juftke therein Ind in 
deed what greater juftice than that all creatures (hould 
be treacherous to me, and declare againft mc, who 

have 
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have too many times been treacherous to God, and 
Tided with the contrary party ! 

ArxER this there felt out a very perplexing affair. 
To me it caufed great crofies, and feemed to have 
been defigned for nothing elfe. There was a certain 
perfon who had conceived fo much malice againft my 
hulband, that he was determined by any means to ruin 
him if poffible. He found no other way to do it, but 
by entering into a private agreement with my bro- 
ther; by which he obtained a povver to demand, in 
the name of Monsiiub, the king's brother, two hun- 
dred thoofand livres, which he pretended to make ap- 
pear that my brother and I were indebted to him. My 
brother figned the procelfes, upon an afTurance given 
him, that he fbould not pay any thing. I think his 
youth engaged him in what he ciid not iinderftand. 
This affair fo chagrined my huiband, and with reafon 
too, that I hai-e room to believe it fliortened his days. 
He was fo angry at me, though i was innocent, that 
he coutd not i'peak to me but with rage. He would 
give me no light into the affair, and I did not know 
in v.'hat it confifted. In the height of his rage, he 
faid he would not meddle in it, but give me up my 
portion, and iet me live as I could ; with many other 
things ftill more harfli. On the other fide my brother 
would not ftir in it, nor fuffer it to be done. The day 
when the trial was to come oil, there were fcveral of 
the judge.";, who were both judges and parties. After 
inals, I felt myfelf ftrongly prcffed to go to thera. 
T was wonderfully afTifted herein, even h as to difco- 
ver and unravel ali the turns and artiSces of this affair^ 
without knowing how I could have been able to do it. 
The firil judge was fo furprized to .fee' the affair ft 
very different frotn what he had thought of it before, 
that he hiinfelf exhorted me to go to the other judges, 
and efpecially to the intendant, who was juft then go- 
ing to court, and was quite mifinfonned abo*.it it. 

God 
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God enabled me to manifefb the truth in {o clear a 
light, and gave fuch force to my words thereupon, 
that the intcndant thanked nie for having fa feafonably 
come to undeceive him, and fct him to rights in the 
matter. Had nor I done this, he afflired me the affair 
had been loft. And as they faw the fallehood of eve- 
ry article, they would have condemned the plaintifF 
to the cofts, if it had not been fo great a prince, who 
lent his name to the officers that deceived him. To 
iiive the honour of the prince, they ordered us to pay 
him fifty crowns. Hereby the two hundred thoufand 
livres were reduced to only one hundred and fifty. 
My hufband was exceedingly pleafed with what 1 had 
done: But my brother appeared outrageous againft 
me, to fuch a degree, that had I cauiki iiim Ibme very 
great lois, he could fcarce have been more fo. Thus 
mpderacely at once ended an affijiir, which before had 
looked fo frightful. 
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ABOUT this time I fell into a ftate of total priva- 
tion which continued near (even years. I feemed 
to myfelf caft down, as it were, from the throne of 
God, like Neeiichadnezzar, to live among beads; 
a deplorable ftate, yet of the greateft advantage to 
me, by the life which divine Wifdom made of it. 
This ftate of cmptinefs, darknefs, and inability to do 
good, went far beyond any trials I had ever yet met 
with. I have experienced fince that the prayer of the 
heart, when it appears moft dry and ineffcaiial, yet 
is not offered in vain. For God gives what is beft 

for 
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for us, though not what we wilh, Oh, were people 
but convinced of this troth ; far from complammg 
all their life long, they would employ it only m 
makinc ufe, even in death and a crucified faithtulneis, 
of tlie° fltuation GoD brings them mto. Hence, by 
caufing us death tliey would procure us Ufe ; for it is 
a woiTderful thing, as all our happinefs, ipintual, 
temporal and eternal, confifc in rehgning curfelves to 
God, leaving it to him to do in us and with us as 
he pleafes, and with fo much the more fubmiffion, as 
things pleafe tis lefs ; how, by this pure dependence 
on his fpirit, every thing is given us ; and in the 
hand of Goo every thing profits us admirably: Our 
very weakneffes, in his hand, prove a fource ot hu- 
miliation. If the foul were faithful to leave itfelf in 
the hand of God, ftiftaining all his operations whe- 
ther gratifying or mortifying, fiiftenng nfelf to be 
conducted, from moment to moment, by his hand, and 
deftroyed by the ftrokes of his Providence, without 
complaining, or wanting any thing but what it has-, 
it would foon arrive at the experience of the eternal 
truth, though it might not know till iate the ways and 
methods of condtift ufed by God over it. 

But the misfortune is, that people want to direa 
God, inftead of refigning themfclves to be dircaed by 
him. They want to ftiew him a way, inftead of pal- 
fively following that which he calls up for tlieni. And 
from hence many fouis, called to enjoy God himfelf, 
and not barely his gifts, pals all their lives in running 
after little confolations, and feeding on them j retting 
there, and making all their liappinels to confift 
therein. 

For you, my dear children, if iny chains and my 
imprifonment have any place with you, 1 pray that 
'they may ferve to engage you to feek nothing but 
God for himfelf, and' never to defirc to poffefs hint 

but 
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but by the death of your wlwle fekes, never to 
leek to be fom^Jiing in the ways ci the fpirit but 
chufe ye to enter into the molt profound nothiiK.- 
ncl^. ^ 

I COULD no-, pray. Heaven was ihut up for m- 
^nd I thoughrjuftly. I could get no confolation' 
nor make any comphint thereupon : Nor had 1 any 
creature on earth to apply to, or impart my condi- 
tion to. I found myftlf banifhed from dl bcinc-, 
without finding a fupport or refuge in anything. ° I 
. could no more prafhilc any virtue ; fuch as had been 
f-imiiiar to me leemed now to have left me " Oh 
" Jfd I, IS ir poffible that this heart, formerly all ori 
" lire, Ciouk! be now become like ice.?" I often 
thought all creatures combined againft me. Loaden 
with a weight ot paft f.ns, and a multitude of new 
ones I could not think Goa would ever pardon me 
but looked on myfeif as a vidim dcfigned for heli' 
1 would have been glad to do penances, ro make iife 
ot priyers, pilgrimages and vows: But flill whatever 
X tiled tor a remedy feemed only to increale the ma- 
lad)', i miay iay that tears were my drink, and for- 
row my food 1 fek in myfelf fuch a pain as I 
never cotiW bring any to comprehend, but fuch ss 
have experienced it. I had within myfelf an execu- 
tioner who tortured me without relpite. Even when I 
went to church, ] could not ftav there: At mafs I 
could give no attention to it : It was now of no fervice 
to me. I fcarce conceived or underttood any thinf^ 
at It, or about it. Heretofore, 1 had endured paia 
with pleafure, and rejoieed at the tight of danger: but 
no« a little of the former put me in a fret, and the 
Ihadow ot the latter threw me into a frighr. 



C FI A P, 



CnM'.XVn. LADY G U I O N. 



J35J 



CHAP. XXII. 

As my hufband drew near his end, his diftempers 
h.id no intermilTion. No fooner was he in ap- 
pearance recovered from one but he fell into another. 
Gout, fever, gravel, fiiccceded one another. He bore 
great pains with much patience, offering them to God, 
and making a good ufe of them ; Yet his anger toward 
me iiicreafed, becaiife reports and ftories of me were 
multiplied to him, and thofe about him did nothing 
but vex him. He was the more lufceptible of fuch im- 
preffions, as his pains gave him a ftronger bent to vex- 
ation. At this time the maid, who had ufed to tor- 
ment vr.s, fonieiimes took pity on me. She came to 
mc as loon as I was gone into my clofct, and laid, 
" Come to mafter, that your niother^n-law may not 
" fpeak to him any more againft you." I pretended 
to be ignorant of it all ; but he could not conceal his 
difpleafure, nor even ftiffer me near him. My mother- 
in-law at the fame time kept no meafure. Allthat 
came to the houfe were witneiTes of the continual 
fcolding?, which I was forced to bear,^ and which I 
bore wfth much patience, notwichftanding my being 
in the condition I have mentioned. 

My hufband having, fome time before his death, 
fifiifhed the building of the chapel in the country 
where we fpent a part of the fummer, I had the con- 
veniency of hearing mafs every day, and of the com- 
munion •, but not daring to do it openly every day, 
the priclt privately kept a hoft ; and as foon as the 
people were gone out, he admitted me to the commu- 
nion. They folemnized the dedication of this little 
chapel, and though 1 had alreatly begun to enter into 
the condition I have dcfcribcd, vet when they began 
X W 
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ed; which continued more tban C^J hT %, 
time of the ceremony, wh t^J^Z i^ade f '^' 
confecradon of me to Iiimfrir I'Ti /■ , "^ ""^^ 

pr.yef;::-ntcJ:'n::^:-;:,f:^^'^i^^2 

r7co2le:;^r '""^'^ ^^ -y i.en..bt.nce\'S'r. 

a £10^7';'/ country houfe, whici, wa. only 

bu I rehired forn'""'' ^1'''' ^'"^ ^''^'P^' ^-' 
<[. V'^^^'fifrprayer to woods and caverns How 
many times, liere, has God wcferved ^.T^™ i 

Jn winch was a mad hnir r t j I'uic m,ooq, 

|.Hefe.„i.al, an. ^^l^ ,„, ttlra^d^.^^^t 

me. Lvery one cried our for fear ; but without offi-i- 
.ng me U.e leaft hurt he betook himfdf "fSt ? 
I could recount all tiie providences of God in mv fa 
™.r, ,t would appear wonderful : They lereT/decd 
% f'-fquMt and 10 eontinnal, that I could not K 
aftomlhed at them. God evetlaftingly gi™ to Lh 
as liave nothing wherewith to repay^hinT If c w 
»Ppea.^ m the creature any fide^it^y o patience i 
IS he alone whop vesit ■ If h, -» r r '^''^ ."^J' "■ 
tofimiiorr- if I,! r j* Jie eeafes, for an inftant, 

to lupport , If lie feem to leave me to myfdf I ceif; 
tobeftrons.and find myfdf weaker than any o.le 
creature. f niy miferies fiiew what I am hi "Lo r 
ftew what he ,s, and the extreme neceflity I am under 
of ever depending on hin,. But in wrJtL 1 am fre 
queiitly apt to, wander. ° ™ *^'^^- 
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.'^5 I grew big with my daughter, and was like ta 
die, they fpared me for fome time ; for I was fo extreme- 
ly ill that the doftors gave me over. At laft, after hav- 
ing pafled twelve years and four months in the croffes 
of marriage, as great as poffible, except poverty which 
1 never knew, though I had much defired it, God 
drew me out of that ftate (after the manner I am going 
to relate) to give me ftill Crongcr crolTes to bear, and 
of luch a nature as ! iiad never met witli before : For if 
you give attention, fir, to the life which you have or- 
dered me to write, you will remark that my croifes 
have been incrcafing till the prefent time, I only coming 
out of one to enter into another fiill heavier. Amidft 
the great troubles impofed upon me, when tliey faid, 
" I was in a mortal fin," I liad nobody in the world -to 
fpeak to. I could have wifned to have had fomcbody 
■ for a witpefs of my condiidt : But I had not any. I 
had no fupport, no confelTor, no dircdor, no friend, no 
counfdlor. I liad loil all : And after God had taken 
from me one after another, he withdrew alfo himfelf. 
I remained without any creature ; and to complete my 
dillrds, I fcemed to be left without Got>, wIiq alone 
could fupport nie in fuch a deeply trying flate. 

As to my hufband, his iUnefs grew every day more 
obfl-inate. lie apprehended the approach of death, 
and even wtllied for it, fo opprelllve was the languifli- 
ing life he dragged on. To his other ills was added fo 
great a diilike to every fort of uourifhment, that he 
did not take things neceffary to fuftain life. Tliere 
was none but I that had the courage to get him to take 
what little he did take. The doftor advil'cd him to 
go into the country. There for a few days at Srft he 
fcemed to be better, when he, was fuddenly taken with 
the cholic, a retention of his urine, a violent fever, 
and an impofthumc in his bladder. His patience in- 
creafed with his pain. I faw plainly he could not live 
long. It was a great trouble to me, that my mother- 
in-law kept mc froni him as much as flie could, and 
X 2 infufed 
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iiifufed into him fuch a dirpkafure vvirli nie, that I was 
muck afraid left lie flioiild die iiTir. I took a little 
interval or" time, wlien (lie happened not to be with 
him, and drawing near his hcd, I kneeled down and 
faid to him, " That if ever I had done any thitm thsr 
" difpleafed him I begged his pardon, alfuring him 
" it had not been voluntary." He appeared"' very 
miith aifcded ; and as he was jiift come out of a found 
fleep, he faid to me, " It is I who beg your pardon. I 
" did not deferve you." After that time he was not 
only pleafed to fee tne, but gave me advice what I 
fhould do after hia death, not to depend on the peo- 
ple on whojii I now depend. He was for eight days 
very refigned and patient, though, on account of tlie 
prevailing gangrene, he was cot and flafhed with 
itrokcsofa lancet. I went to Paris for a fkilful fur- 
geon : But when he arrived my huiband was dead. 

No mortal could die in a more chriftian difpofition, 
or_ with more courage than he did, after having re- 
ceived all his facraments after a manner truly edifying. 
I was not prefent when he expired ; for out of tcnder- 
nefs he had made me retire. .And he was above twen- 
ty hours without lenfe, in the agonies of death. Thou 
ordered, oh my God, tliat he fliould die on Mtsgihkn's 
eve, to ftew me that I was to be wholly thine. I re- 
newed every year, oxx Magdalen' s^i^j, the marriage-con- 
trafl: which I had made with thee my Lord : And I 
found myfclf at that time free to renew it, and that in 
goodearaeft. It was in the morning on the 21ft of 
Jtily 1676 that he died. Next day I entered into my 
cfofet, in which was the image of my dear and divine 
fpoufe the Lord Jesus Christ. I renewed my mar- 
riage-contraft, and added thereto a vow of chattity, 
with a p-omife to make if perpetual, if M. Bertot 
my dircitor fhould permit me to do it. After that 
I was filled with great i.iterior joy, which was fomuch 
the more new to me, a.^ for a long time paft I had 
beeji plunged in bitcernefs. 

As 
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As foon as I iieard thai my hufbanJ had jvift expir- 
ed, Ifaid to thee, oh my God, "Thou haft broiien 
" my bonds, and I will oSfcr to thee a lacrifice of 
" praile." After that I reniiained in a deep lilence, 
bolli txicrior and interior, quite dry and without any 
Jjpnott. 1 could neither weep nor fpeak. My mo 
iher-in-law faid very fine things, and was much cora- 
' mended for it by every one. They were offended at 
my fiience, which they attributed to want of refignati- 
on. A friar told me, that every one admired the fine 
ac'ts which my mother-in-law did ; that as for me, they 
heard me fay nothing; that I muft facrihce my lofs to 
God ; but I could not fay oae fingle word, whatever 
efFurt I made for it. 

I WAS indeed very much fpent ; for tiio' I was but 
iiewly delivered of my daughter, yet I attended and 
Ut up with my huiband four and twenty nights before 
his death. I was more than a year after, m recover- 
incT the fatigue, joined to my fore weaknefs and pams 
bodi of body and of mind. The depreffion, or dry- 
neft and ftupidicy which I was in, was fuch, that 1 
could not fay a word about God -, it bore mc down m 
fuch a manner, that I never hardly could fpeak. How- 
ever I entered for fome moments into the admiration 
of thy goodnefs, oh my Got), who had rendered me 
free, exaftly on the day that I had taken thee for my 
fpouli; I faw well that my croifes would not fail, 
iiuce my mother-in-law had furvived my huftand. 
Alibi was ftill tied, in having two children given me 
in fo fliort a time before my htifband's death ; which has 
evidently appeared the effefl; of divine wifdom ; for 
had I had only my eldeft fon, I fliould have put him 
to the college ■, then I had gone into the convent 
,ofthe£fflf&W««, and foftokn myfclf from the defigns 
of God upon me. 

I TTAS 
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I WAS willing Co ffiieiv the ef^eem T 1,,^ J 

rot the l«ftpt,nfti!io, a„ti v/n, wLTd ,h \ '".'^ 

hufband had abundance of writmgs dcpo&cd in ^^ 

caufe, my hufoand [lavinc been a ont L r^ ' ^^' 
thi.g was i. the greateft^conM °"V Ts S="™I 

A GREAT number of perrons, who had been at hw 

atta rs. Tho it was not properly the btifinef, of a 
genleman yet they applied to him, becatfc he had 

f^t ft^'etl ofttf, r' ""f'^j '"^ ^ '- '-d ^>-e 
lor leveral ot them he confented. There were twpnf,, 

ad.on. one upon another, and in all J.ZyZo ZtZ 
concerned, who could .ot get any end prto "he" 
cUfterences; by reafon of new incidents continu.V ft 

ing out. My htifband charged himfelf w ih .ettinc; 
lawyers to, examine their papers, but died beCl! 
could make any procedure therein. After his death 
I fe.t for them to give them their paper^,' but they 

would 
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would not receive them, begging of me tijat I would 
accommodate them, and prevent their rui n . It appear- 
ed to me as ridiculous as impoffible to undertake an af- 
fair of fo great confequence, and v.-hich would require 
fo ion^ a difcufTion: Neverthdeft relying on the ftrength 
and wifdom of Goo, I followed the maveraent he 
gave me to confent thereto. I (hut rayfelf up about 
thirty days in myclofet, for all thefe affairs, without 
ever going out but to mafs and meals. The arbitra- 
tion being ar length prepared, they all figned it ivith- 
oiit feeing it. They wete all fo well fatisfied there- 
with, that they could not forbear publiihing it every 
where. It was God alone who did thofe things ; for 
when I had no more to do with affairs, I knew nothing 
about them -, and if I now hear any talk of fuch 
things, tome it founds like Arabic. 



Mt friends, and perfons of the greatcft diftindion 
in the country, now came to advife rae to remove from 
my mother-in-law : For tho' I never complained of 
her, every one knciv her luimour. I anfwered that I 
fliould account it my place and duty to ftay with her, 
if She would permit me. The view that was given 
me was not to go from the crofs. Wherefore I relblv- 
ed not only not to leave ray mother-in-law, but alfo 
not to put away the girl 1 have fpoken of 

I HOPE, fir, you will exctife me for writing in fo lit- 
tle order. 1 cannot do otlier\yife, on account of fo 
many different things I have to mention, which I can 
only recite as they prefent themfelves. 



CHAP, 
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CHAP, xxiri. 



THIS chapter is only a detail of tier interior 
hardlhips and fiifierings during the time of to- 
tal privation, as alio great part of the 24, 25, 26, 
and 2;;th chapters, in whicli the like accounts often 
recur, 'I'he abridged account given in the zsft, may 
fiiflice on this liead ; yet all fuch particulars, as ap- 
pear worthy of freih notice in thefe chapters, I intend 
to recite in their proper order. 



CHAP. XXIV. 



BEING now a widow my crofles, which one 
would have thought fliould have abated, in- 
creafcd. That turbulent domeftic I have fo often men- 
tioned, inftead of growing milder, now flie depended 
on me, became more fgrious than ever. In our Iioufc 
ihe had fcraped up a handfome futn, and I fettled on 
Iier, befides, an annuity for the remainder of her life, 
for the fervices fhe had tlone my hufband. She 
fwelled with vanity and haughtincfs. Having becti 
ufed to fit up fo much with an invalid, fhe had taken 
to drink wine, to keep up her fpirits. It had now 
pafi'ed into a habit. As ihe grew aged and weak, a 
fmall matter got into her head. I tried to hide this 
fault ; but it grew to that height that it could not be 

coticcaicd. 
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concealed. I fpoke of it to her confelTor, in order 
that he miglit try, foftly and artfully, to reclaim her 
from it s but inftead of profiting by her direftor's ad- 
vice, Ihe was outrageous againft me. My mother-in- 
law, who could hardly bear that fault, and had often 
Ipoken to me about it, now joined her, in rcproachinn- 
me, and vindicating her. This ftrange creature, when 
any company came, would cry out with all her might, 
" that I had liilhonoured her, thrownher into defpair, 
" and would be the caufe of her damnation, as I was 
" taking the ready coiirfe to my own:" Yet at this 
time God gave me an unbounded patience, I anfwered 
only with mildnefs and charity all her paflionate in- 
veaives, giving her befides every poffible mark of my 
affedtion. If any other maid came to wait on me, 
fhe drew her back in a rage, crying out, that " I 
" hated her on account of the affedlion with whicli 
" Ihe had ferved my hu/band. When fhe had not 
a mind to come, I was obliged to ferve myfelf 
alone ; and when (lie did come, it was to chide' and 
make a noife. When 1 was very unwell, as often was 
the cafe, then this girl would appear to be in defpair. 
From hence I thouglit it was from thee, oh my Lord, 
that all this came upon me; for, withoi'.t thy per- 
raimon, fhe was fcarce capable of fuch an unaccount- 
able conduft. She fcemed not fenfible of any faults, 
but always to think herfelf in the right. All the per- 
fons whom thou haft made ufe of to caufe me to 
foffer, thought they were rendering fervice to tliee in 
in fo doing. 

I WENT to Paris on purpofe to fee Monfieur 
Eertot, who had been of very littk fervice to me 
as a direiftor. Not knowing ray flate, and I incapa- 
ble of telling him it, he grew weary of the charge. 
-It length he threw it up, and writ to me to take an- 
other diretilor, I made no doubt but God had re- 
vealed to him my wicked ftate; and that defertion 
of me feemed a moft certain mark of my reproba- 
Y tion. 
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tion. This was during die-life of my hulband. But 
now my renewed folicitations, and his iympathy with 
me on my hirlband's death, prevailed on him to re- 
ftime my direaion, which to me ftill proved of very 
little fervice. I went to Paris on purpofe to fee him. 
When there, I ^vcnt txvelve or fifteen times to him, 
without being able to cell him any thing of my con~ 
dition : But i told him that I wanted fome cccleiiaftie 
to educate my fon, to rid him of his bad liabits, and 
of the wrong imprcflions he had conceived againfl: me. 
He found tor me a prieft, of whom lie had received 
very good teftimonies. 

1 WENT to make a retreat v/jth M, Beeiot, and 
Mad, dc C. He fpoke to me all the time no more 
than halt a quarter of an hour at moft. Ashe faw 
that I iaid nothing to him, as indeed I knew not what 
to fay, as 1 had not (poke to him of the favours which 
the Lord had conferred on me ; (not from a defire to 
conceal them, but becaufe the Lord did not permit 
me to do ir, as he had over me on!y the defi<jns of 
death) he therefore fpoke to fiich a,s he iooked°iipon 
to be more advanced in grace, and let me alone as 
one for v.'hom there v/as nothing to be done. So well 
did God hide from him the condition of my foul, in 
order to make me fuffer; that he wanted to refer me 
to certain confiderations, thinking I had not the fpiric 
of prayer, and that Mother Grakceh was miftaken 
in me when flie told him I had. I did what I could 
to obey him, Diit to me it was entirely impoirible. 
On this account I was difpjeafed with myfclf, becaufe 
I believed M Bbetot rather than my own experience. 
Through this whole retreat my inclination, which 1 
difcerned only by the reliftahce I made to it, was to 
reft in filence and nakednefs of thouc-hts ■ but in the 
fettling of my mind therein I fearadi was difobevinp 
tne orders of my direftor: And this made me think 
that I was decayed and fallen off from grace. I kept 
myfelf m my ftate of nothingnefs, content with my iJoor 

low 
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low dsgrce of prayer, without envying the liigher one 
of oiiiers, w/hich I judged myfelf unworthy of. I 
would have however defired much to do the will of 
Goa, and to advance more topleafe him, but defpaired 
altogether of ever attaining that defirable end. 

There was, in the place where I lived, one whofe 
doftrine was fufpeaed of, * He poifcffed a dignity in 
the church, which obliged me to have a deference for 
him. As he preiently undevftood the oppofition which 
I entertained for all fuch as were fufpected of un- 
foundnefs in tlie faith, and fuppofed that I had fome 
credit in that place, he tifed his utmoft efforts to en- 
"aoc me in his fenrimcnts. ! anfwcred him with fo 
much cleij-iiels and energy, that lie had not a word 
to reply. This increafed his defire to win me over, 
and in order to it to cotitraft a friendship with me. 
He continued to importune me two years and a haSf. 
As he was very police, of an obliging temper, and 
had a good [hare of wit, I did not mlftruii him, but 
even conceived a hope of his converfion, in which I 
found ri?yfelf miftakcn. I then ceafcd going near him. 
He came to enquire why he could ice me no more. 
At that time he was fo agreeable to my fick hulband, 
in his affiduities about him, that I could not avoid 
his converfation ; though I thought the ftiorteft and 
beft way for me would be to break off all acquaintance 
with him. Therefore after the death of my hufband, 
as M. BiRTOT would not permit me to do it before, 
I did it: And when he faw that he could not renew 
it, he raifed up ftrong perfecutions againft me, and 
ftirred up thole of his party. 

These gentlemen had at that time a method 
amongft them, by which they foon knew who 
were of their party, and who were oppofite. They 
fent to one another circular letters, by means of 
which, in a very little time, they cried me down on 
Y 2 every 
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every fide, after a very fvrange mariiier. Yet this 
gave me little trouble. I was giad of liiy new lib-rtv 
intending never again to enter into an intimacy with 
any one, which would give me fo mueh difficulty to 
break it off. -' 

_ The inability I was now in, of doing thofe exte^ 
nor aflrs of charity I had done before, ferved this per- 
ion with a pretext to piibliili that it was owin<» to 
him, that I hid formerly done them ; and that, ha?i no- 
broke oft from him, 1- now quitted them. Willing 
to afcnbe to himfelf the merit of what God alone'' 
by his grace, had made me do, he went fo far a? to 
preach of me publickly, as one who had been a bright 
pattern to the town, but was now become a fcandaf to 
It. Several times he preached very oifenfive things 
Apd though I was prelent at thofe fermons, and thev 
were enough to weigh me down with conftifion, for 
they offended all that heard them ; I could not be 
troubled at it, for I carried in myfelf my own con- 
demnation beyond utterance. I thought I merited 
abundantly worfe than all he could fay againft me 
and that, if al! men Icnew me, they would trample 
me tinder then- feet. My reputation then was blalled 
bythemduftry of this ecclcfialtic : And now it ivas 
only who could offer me the greateft infults, as he 
cauled all fuch as palled for perfons of piety to declare 
agamft mj. I thought he and they were in the riRht, 
and therefore quietiy bore it all, Confufed, like a cri- 
rninalthat dares not lift up his eyes, I looked upon 
the virtue of others with refpetl I faw no fault in 
others, and no virtue in myfelf. When any happened 
to praife me, it was like a heavy blow ftruck at 
me, and I faid in myfelf, " They little know my mi- 
feries, and from what ftate 1 am fallen." When 
any blamed me, T agreed to chat, as right and juif. 
Nature wanted fometimes to get out of fucii an 
:ib]cfl: condition, but cpiild not find any way ; And 

if 
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if I tried to make an outward appearance of righ- 
teoufnefs, by the praflice of fome good thing, my 
heart in fecret rebuked me as guilty of hypocrify, in 
wanting to appear what I was not ; and Gon did 
not permit that to fucceed. Oh, how excellent are 
the crofies of Providence ! All other crofies are of 
no value. 

I WAS often very ill, and in danger of death, and 
knew not what to do to prepare mylelf for it. Several 
perfons of piety, who had been acquainted with me, 
writ to me about thofe things which the gentleman 
(above hinted at) fpread about me, and 1 did not of- 
fer to juftify myfelf, though I knew myfelf innocent 
of the things wliereof tliey accufcd me. One day be- 
ing in the greateft defolation and diflrefs, I opened 
the New Teliamcnr, and chanced to meet with thefe 
words, " My grace is fuiEcient for thee, for my 
" ftrength is made perfeift in weaknefs :" Which for a 
little time save me fome relief. 



CHAP. XXV. 



MY God took from me al! the fenfjbility whicli I 
had for the creatures, or things created, even 
in an inftant, as one takes off a robe, m fuch fort that 
after that tinne I had none for any whatfoever. Though 
he had done me that favour, for which I can never 
fufficiently tcftify my gratitude ; I was however from 
it neither more contented nor lefs confuied. My God 
feemed to be fo far from me, and fo much difpleafed 
with me, that there remained to me nothing elfe but 
the grief of having loft his blcffed prefence through 

my 
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my fiLilt. The lofs of my reputation every day in- 
creafing, by means of the party of that genilcmaii 
I have mentioned, became more fenfibls to my heart 
d to jiiilify or bewaii my' 



thotigli I was not 
felf. 



allowc 



As I became always more iinpocent for every kind 
of exterior works, as I could not go to fee the poor, 
nor flay at churcli, nor praftife prayer, and as I be- 
came colder towards God, in proportion as I was 
more fcnfible of my wrong Oeps, all this deftroycd me 
the more botli in my own eyes and in thofe of others. 
There were in t!ie mean time feme very confiderable 
gentlemen who tried for me, and even fuch per- 
fons as according to the rules of fafiiion ought not 
to thinic of me. They prefented themfclves, during 
the very depth of my outward and jij'ward defo- 
lation. At firft it appeared to me a means of 
drawing me out of the vexation I was in. But it 
feemed to me then, notwithilanding my pains of 
body and mind, that if a king had prefentcd hitn- 
felf to me, I flioiild have refufed him with pleafiire, to 
Iliew thee, oh my God, that with all my miferies I 
vras refolved to be thine alone ; and that if thou would 
not accept of me, I would at lead have the coiUblation 
of having been faithful to thee, in all that depended ' 
on me. For as to my inward condition I never men- 
tioned it to any body: 1 never fpoke licrecf, nor of 
the fuitors, though ray morhEr-in-lavv wonld fay, " If 
" I did not marry, it was becaufe none would have 
" me." It was fufEcient for me that thou, oh my 
God, knew that I facrificed them to thee, (without 
faying a word of it to any body) dpecially one whofe 
high birth and exterior qualities might have tempted 
both my vanity and inclination. Oh could I but have 
hoped, through thofe facriiices and heavy affliaiojis I 
underwent, to be agreeable to thee, fuch liope would 
have been for me like a change fro.Ti hell to heaven. 
Euf fo far was I from prefuming to hope for it, that 
I feared a fea of affliftions to be followed by everlaft- 

inj; 
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in" torment, in the lofs of thee, who alone ccutd put 
an^end to my maladies, which all the creatures could 
only render more violent. I durft not defire to enjoy 
thee. I only defired not to offend thee. 

1 WAS for five or fix weeks at the !aft extremity. I 
could not take any nourillmient. A fpoonful of broth 
made me faint. My voice was fo gone, that when 
they put their ears clofe to my mouth, they could not 
dillinguifli my words, I threw up to the very chyle 
of my ftomach. I could fee no hopes of falvation, 
yet could not be unwilling to die, as 1 bore a ftrong 
impreflion that the longer I fliould live the more I 
Ibould fin. Of the two I tliought I r.ither chofe hell 
than fm. All the good, which God made me do, 
now feemed to me evil, and full of faults. AH my 
prayers, penances, alms and charities, feemed to rife 
up againft me, to heighten my condemnation. I 
thouuht there appeared both on the fide of Got), on 
my own, and from all creatures, one general condem- 
nation. My confcience was a witnefs againft me, 
which I could not appeafc; and what will appear 
ftrange, the fins of my youth did not then give me 
any pain at all. Inftead of their rifing up in judg- 
ment againlt me, it appeared one univerfal teaimony 
againft all the good I had done, and all the fcnti- 
rnents of evil I had entertained. If I went to_ con- 
fcffors, I could tell them nothing of my condition-, 
and if I could have told them it, they could not 
have underflood it. They would hive regarded as 
eminent virtues, what, oh my God, thy eyes sU pure 
and chaflc rejefted as infidelity. It was tiien that I 
fdlt the truth of what thou haft faid, that tbtu 
jUiigefl our righteeupefs. Oh how chafle art thou ! Who 
can comprehend it? h was then that I turned my 
eyes on every fide, to fee what way fuccour might 
eome to me ; but ray fuccour could co.me no way 
but from him who made heaven and earth. As I 
faw there was for me no faftty, or fpirintal health in 
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myldf I entered mto a feret comphcency in feeir. 
no good in myfclt, wh.reon to reft ..d to pre", me "^ 
my a]v.t.on. Th. nearer n,y perdition ^ r", '" 
me. the more I fot,nd in God himlVlf (all dirpTearid 
a. o m« he appeared) wherewith to at,gLnc my tru^ 

t- H R r s r all that ivas wanting in myfelf Oi, 
Holy jHst-s! I was ,W 4 Mp of the ?h 
rjrael, whom than -uj^Jf come to Cave • I'hou waft r-nm 
t. rave l.r who could fin<! n/ Taxation ^ of Te 
Oh ye ftout and righteous men ! Obferve as imich 
a ye pleaft oi excellence in what ye have done to he 
gl(>ry of God As for me. I only gbiy i„ my infir 
™s. fi„ce they have mer.ted Vof m"^ f.,h\'t. 

All iny troubles, joined to the lofs of my reoii 

Mion, whLcii yet was not fo great as I apprehended 

,t be,ng only amongft a partyf rendered t.T o "nabfc 

to cat that It feemed wonderful how I lived. In four 

days I did not eat as much as would make one verv 

n^oderate repaft. I wa. obliged to keep my b d^ 

hrotigh pure weaknefs, my body being no'^^on^er aWe 

o fupport the burden laid upon it. If! had tC'ht 

known, or heard tell, that there had ever been fo fa 

B t't^rS " ™^'" '''"' ""^'^="g'^ relieved me 
Ku to me my very pam appeai-ed to be fin Sniri " 
tuA books, when I tried to read them, all eomribu ed" 
o"ly to augment it ; for I faw in myfek noneof thofe 
degrees which they fet down. I did not fo much t 
comprehend them. And when they trc ted of the 
pains of certain ftates, I was very far from attributing 
any of them to myfelf, I faid'to myfelf, « The| 
perlons fed pams which Goo operates :" But as t 
me, I fin, and feel nothing but my own wicked 
ftate. I could have wiilied to leDarate Z^ C f 
the confufio. of fm , and provide??" d t offered 
God, all would have been eafy to me. °=T<^n<JM 
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Sei- here a flight portrait of my laft miieries which 
I am glad to let you know, becaufe in their beginning 
I omitted many infidelities, having had too much of 
an earnelt attachment, vain complaifance, difcourfcs 
which were long, and in the main but unprofitable, 
through felf-love ; and nature made a fort of ne- 
ceffity for them ; but toward the latter part I could 
not have born a fpeech too human, nor the Icalt 
thing of the kind. God by an apparent evil purified 
me from the real evil. Might not 1 then well fing with 
the church, "Oh happy fin which has gained forme 
fuch a Redeemer!" 



CHAP. XXVI. 



THE firft religious perfon w'hom God made ufe of 
(to draw mc to iiimlclfj to whom (according to his 
defire) 1 writ from time to time, writ to me in the depth 
of my diftrefs, dcfiring me to write to him no more, 
fignifying his difapprobation of what came from me, 
and that I difpleafed God greatly. A father, a Jefuit, 
who had efteemed mc much, writ to me in like man- 
ner. I thanked them for their charity, and commend- 
ed myfelf to their prayers. It was then fo indifferent 
to me to be decried of every body, even ot the great- 
eft faints, that it added hut little to my pain. The 
pain of difpleafing God, and the ftrong draught I felt 
in myfelf to all forts of faults, caufed ftill ray moft 
lively and fenfible pain. 

I H A D been accuftomed from the beginning to 

drynefs and to privation. I even preferred it to the 

Z flite 
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ftate of abounding, becaufs I knew that I mud feek 
God above all. 1 had even, at the firft beginnings, an 
inftitift in the innermoll of my foul to pofs over every 
manner of thing whaifoever, and to leave the gifts, to 
run after the giver. But at this time my fpirit and 
fenfes were in fuch a manner ftruck by thy permiffion 
oh my God, wlio waif pleafed to deflroy me without mer- 
cy, that the farther I went, the more every tiling appear- 
ed to me a fin -, even croffcs appeared to mc no more 
croffes but real faults, I thought I drevf them all on my- 
fdf by my Imprudent words and aftiotis. I was like 
thofe vvho, looking in a coloured glafs, behold every 
thing of the fame colour with which it is overfpread. If 
I had been able to do any exterior good thing, or penan- 
ces for my evil, it would have relieved me ; but, befide 
that I was forbidden to do the latter, I feared it fo 
much, and felt in niyfelf fo great a weaknefs, as made 
it appear impoiTible for me to do it, I looked at it 
with horror, fo weak I found myfelf now for any thing 
of the kind. 

Methisks I omit many things, both of providences 
of God in niy favour, and of rugged paths through 
which I was obliged to pais : But as I have but one- 
general view, I leave them in the knowledge of Goo 
only. Afterwards, being forfakcn of my direftor,' 
the coldnefs I remarked in the perfons conduced by 
him, toward me, gave me no more trouble, nor indeed 
thatof ail the creatures, on account of my inward hu- 
miliation. My brother alfo joined thofe who exclaimed 
againlt me, tho' he had never fecn them before. I be- 
lieve it was Gon who condufted things this way ; for 
my brother has virtue, and undoubtedly thought lie did 
well in aifling thus. 

I WAS obliged to go about fome bufinefs to a town 
where fonie »ear relations of my mother-in-Saw lived. 
How did I find things changed here ! When I was 
there before, they entertained me in a mofl: elegant 

and 
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and obliging manner, regaling me from houfe to houfe 
with emulation: But now they treated mc with the 
lumoft contempt, faying, they did it to revenge what I 
made their relation fiiffcr. As I faw the thing went 
fo far, and that nothwithftanding all my care and 
endeavour.; topleafe her, I had not been able to fuc- 
ceed, I refolved to come to an explanation with her. 
I told her, " that there was a current report that I 
" treated her ill, tho' I made it all my ftudy to give 
" her marks of my efieem. If the report was true, 
" I defired her to allow me to remove from her; for 
" that I would not chufe to ttay to give her pain, but 
" only with a . quite contrary view." She anfwered 
very coldly, " 1 might do what I would ; for (Tie had 
" not fpoken about it, but was refolved to live apart 
" from me." This was fairly giving me my difchargc, 
and I thought of taking my meafures privately to re- 
tire. As I had not, Bnce my widowhood, msde any 
vifits but fuch as were of pure neceffity, or of charity, 
there were found too many difcontcnted fpirits, who 
made a party with her againft mc ; while Goo requir- 
ed of mean inviolable fecrecy on all my pains, both 
exterior and interior. There is nothing which makes 
nature die fo much, as to find neither fupport nor con- 
folatbn. In Ihort I faw niyfelf obliged to go out, in 
the middle of winter, with my children and my daugh- 
ter's rurfe. At that time there was no houie empty 
in the town. The EensdiSines offered me an apart- 
ment in tlieirs. 

I WAS now in a great ftraight ; on one fide fear- 
ino- left I was fliunning the crofs, on the other fide 
thinking it unreafonablc to impofe my ftay on orre to 
■whom is was only painful. Bcfide what 1 have before 
relatedof her carriage, which ftiil continued-, when I 
went into the country to take a litde repofe, fiie com- 
plained that I left her alone. If f defired her to come 
thither !he would not. If I faid, " 1 durft not alk her 
" to come, for fear of incommoding her, by chang- 
Z 1 i"g 
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" mg her bed," She replied, " It was oiily an escufc 
" becaiij"c; I would not have her go-, and that I onlJ 
" went to be away from her." Wlien I Jieard time 
ihe was difplealed at my being in the country I re 
turned to the town. Then fne could not bear to ipeak 
tome, or to fee me. [ accolkd her without making 
as if l faw how llie carried it ; but inftead of mak- 
ing mc any aniwer, flie turned her head another way 
i often fent her my coach, defiring her to come and 
Ipend a day in tlie country. She I'ent it back empty 
without any anfwer. If I pa/Ted fome days there witli - 
out fending it, flie complained aloud. In Iliort ail I 
did to pleile herfoured her, God fo permitting it- for 
ihe had a good heart, but was troubled with an tmeafy 
temper : And I do not fail to think myfeif under much 
obligation to her. 

Eeinc with her on Chnfimiis day, I fkid to her witii 
miich affcdion, " My motiier, on tliis day was the 
" King oipmcs born, to bring it to us. I beu peace 
" of you in hjs name." I think that touched Iifr, tho' 
flie would not let it appear. The Ecclefiafbic, whom 
I had wjdi me at home, far from ftrengthening and 
comforting me, did nothing but weaken and afflia me 
teiling me that I ought not to fuffer certain things I 
had not credit enough to dilbharge any donieftic 
however dcfeaive or culpable. A.s foon as any of ' 
them were warned to go away, fhc Tided with them 
and all her friends interfered in it. As I was ready to' 
go off, one of my mother-in-law's friends, a man of 
worth, who had always an efteem for me, without 
daring to (hew it, having heard it, was tpuch afraid 
left I flioukl leave the town; for the remov.il of my 
alms, he thought, would be a iofs to the country- 
He rcfolved to fpeak to my mother-in-jaw, in the foft- 
eft manner he could -, for he knew her. After he 
had fpokcn to her, fhe faid, " She would not put me 
" away, but if J would go fne would not hinder me " 
iifter this he came to fee mc, and defired me to go 

and 
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and make an excnfcto her, in order to content her. I 
told hir.i, " 1 fhoukl be willing to make a hundred, tho' 
" I did not know about what ; that I did it continually 
" about every thing, which made her uneaf,-. But 
" that was not now the matter, for I made no com- 
" plaint of her, but thought it not proper for me to 
" continue with iier, to give her pain; that it was 
" butjiifk that I (hould contribute to her cafe." How- 
ever he went with me into her room. Then I told her 
" That I begged her pardon, if ever I bad difpleafcd 
" her in any thing, that it had never been mine inten- 
" tion to do it; that I defired her, before this gentle- 
" man, wlio was her friend, to tell me wherein I had 
" given her any offence." Here God permitted, that 
Ihc made a declaration of the truth in his prefence. 
.She faid, " She was not a perfon to fuffer herfelf to 
" be offended ; that (lie had no other complaint againft 
" me but that I did not love her, andwilhed her dead." 
I anfwercd her, " That thefe thoughts were far from 
" my heart, fo far from it, that I (hould be glad, by 
" my. beft care and attendance on her, to prolong 
" her days ; that my affeiHon was real, but that Ihe 
" never would be perfuadcd to believe it, whatever 
" tellimonies I could give, fo long as liie hearkened to 
" people who fpoke to her againlt me; that llie had 
" with her a maid who, far from (liewing me any 
" refpefl, treated me ill, fo far as to piifh me when 
" file wanted to pafs by : She had done it at church ; 
" making me give way to her with as much vio- 
" lence as contempt, fcvcral times alfo in my cham- 
" ber grating me with her words; that I had never 
" complained of it; but was now willing to apprize 
" her of it, becaul'e fuch a temper might one day 
" give her trouble." Slie took the girl's part : Nc- 
vertiield's we embraced one another, and it was left 
fo. Soon after, when I was ui the country, this maid, 
having me no more to vent her chagrins on, behaved 
in fuch a manner to my mother-in-law as (lie could 
not bear. She ireinnediately upon it put her out of 

doors. 
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doors, I muft fay here on my mather-in-law's behalf 
that (he had borh fenle and virtue, and except certain 
faults, which perfons who do not praftile prayer are 
liable to, flie had good qualities. Perhaps I caufed 
croffes to her without intending it, and (he to me 
without knowing it, I hope what f write will not be 
feen by any who may be offended with it, or who nray 
not be in a condition of feeing ths things in God. 

That gentleman who had ufed me fo ill, for 
breaking otF ray acquaintance with him, among his 
penitents had one who, for affairs which befeU her 
hufband, was obliged to quit the country. He him- 
felf was accufed of the fame things of which he had 
fo liberally and iinjuftly accufed me, and of things 
much worfe, and with more noife and outcry. Tho' 
I well knew all this, God granted me the favour never 
to make his downfall the fubjefl of my difcourfe ; never 
to open mj lips about it, On the contrary, when 
any fpoke to me of it, I pitied him, and faid what I 
could in mitigation of his cafe. And God governed 
my heart fo well, that in never offered to go into any 
vain joy at^ feeing him overtaken, and oppreft, with 
the evil which he had been fo affiduous in endeavour- 
ing to bring upon me. And though 1 knew that my 
mothcr-in-!aw was informed of it all, I never fpoke to' 
her about it, and about the fad confuijons he had caufed 
iti a certain family. I did not lay hold on the opportu- 
nity to mention any thing of the wrong he had done 
me. I only anfwered her in a few words withoiit 
blaming him ; as God required of ine fuch a lilence 
about my crofles, for more than lixteen years, that 
it would be difficult to find one which was more uni- 
vcrfat. 
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ON E day, loadcn with Ibrrovv, and not knowing_ 
what to do, I wifhed to fpeak to a perfon of 
diftinaion and merit, who came often into the coun- 
try, and paired for a very inward man. 1 writ to re- 
queft an opportunity with him, as I wantedfome of 
his advice : But foon after, I felt remorfe for it i And 
this voice fprung in my heart, " What, doft thou thus 
" feek for cafe, and to fliake off my yoke ?" Here- 
upon I inftantly writ again to defire him to excufe me, 
adding, " That what I had writ was only from fe'f- 
" l^s ; and not neceffity •, that as he knew what it 
" was to be faithful to God, 1 hoped he would not 
" difapprove my.aaing with this chriftian fimphcity:" 
Yet he refented it, which furprjzed me, as I had con- 
ceived a hiffh idea of his virtue. Virtues he has, but 
fuch as arelively, and unacquainted with the paths of 
death. Thou, oh my Got), hail: been my faithful 
conductor, even in thefe paths, as with admiration I 
have difcovered fince they are pall. Bleffed be thy 
Name forever. I am obliged to bear this teflimony 
to thy goodnefs. I inuft, before I continue my nar- 
ration, deliver one remark which the Lord caufed me 
to make of the way by which he, in his goodnefs, wis 
pleafed to condua-me; which is, that this obfcurepath 
is the fureft to mortify the fou!, as it leaves it not any 
prop to lean upon for fupporc. Though it has no ap- 
plication to any particular ftate of Jesus Cukist ; yet, 
at it coming out, it finds itlelf clothed with all his 
difpofitions and divine ftates, having truely put on 
■^ , Christ. 
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Cubist. Before impure and iclEfli, it is hereby pu- 
rified, as gold in tlie furnace. Before, full of its ovfn 
jiidgmcnr, and its own will, it now obeys like a child, 
and linds no other will in itfelf. Before, it would h.ive 
contcited for a trifle : Now it yields a: fiift, not with 
pa:n, but as it were naturally. Its own views are va- 
ndlied. It now loves nothing but poverty, littlen'-fs 
and humiliation. It preferred itfelf before everj- bo- 
dy, now every body before itfelf, having an inimenfe 
chanty for its neighbour, to bear with his faults and 
weaknefies, in order to win him by love, which before 
it could not do but witli very great reluclance. The 
rage of the wolf is changed to the meeknefs oi 
tlie lamb. 

During all the times of my trials, I went after no 
fine fights or recreations. When others went, I flayed 
at home. I wanted to fee and know nothing but Jesus 
Christ. My clofec was my only diverfion. Even 
when the queen was near me, whom I had never i'ecn, 
and whom I had dcfire enough to fee ; I had only to 
open my eyes, and look out, to fee her; yet did not 
do It. I had been fend of hearing others fing : And 
yet I was once four days with one who pafTed for the 
finefi: voice in the world, without ever defiring her to 
ling ; which forprized her, becaufe flie was not igno- 
r.int that, knowing her name, I muft know the 
charming excellence of her voice. However I did 
commit fome infidelities in enquiring what others faid 
of me by way of blame. I met with one who told 
me every thing. And thougji I Hiewed nothing of 
It, It ferved only to mortify me, as 1 faw I was yet 
too much alive to felf, and that felf-lme and nature 
had put me upon this enquiry, 

I SHOULD never be able to exprefs the num- 
ber of my mjferies ; but thty are fo vaftly furmount- 
ed by the favours of God, and fo fwallowed up 
m thefe that I can fee them no more. One of 

the 
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the things which gave me the moft pain in the feven 
year.s I have fpokcn of^ cfpecially the Eve lalV, was fo 
ilrange a force of my imagination that it did not give 
nie any reft, IMy fenfes bore it company in fuch fort 
that I could no more (liut my eyes at church ; And 
thu-s having all the gates and avenues open, I was like 
a vineyard expofed, becatsfc the hedges which the fa- 
ther of the family had planted were torn away, I faw 
then every one that came and went out, and every 
thing that palled in the church. The fame force, 
whldi had drawn me inward to recoUeflion, feemed to 
pulli me outward to diiupation. 

Load em with miferies of all forts, weighed 
down vTith opprefiions, cruilied imder croiTes, I 
thought of nothing elfc but ending my days thus. 
There did not remain to me the leaft hope of ever 
coming out of fo painful a condition : But however, 
thinking I had loft grace forever, and the falvation 
which it merits for us, I wifhed at leaft to do what I 
could for God, whom I feared I fhould never love-, 
and feeing the happy Rate from whence I had fallen, 
I wifiied in gratitude to ferve him, though I looked 
on myfelf as a viftim deftined for hell. The view of 
fuch a happy ftate ufed formerly to caufe fecret de- 
fires to rife in my heart of returning to it ; but now I 
was fo fuddenly thrown back into the depth of the 
abyfs, from whence I could not utter a Cgh ; I judged 
myfelf to be in a ftate which w.-is due to unfaithful fouls. 
It feemed, oh my God, that I was forever caft off 
from thy regard, and from tliat of all creatures. By de- 
grees my ftate ceafed to be painful. I became even in- 
fenfible to it, and my infenfibility looked like the final 
hardening of my reprobation. My coldnefs appeared to 
me a mortal coldnefs. Happy for me, oh my God, it was 
tliat thou thus made me die, in order to live in thee, 
and in thy precious love, as I am going to relate. 

To refume then my hiftory, it fell out that a lackey of 
A a mine 
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mine wanted to become a Bernaeitf T ,v,-i^ i 
t to Father r>. .. Moth., ^.hol7,tJZ'L^ 
■ I ...ft .dtltefs Father .a Comb., 4o wa hi, ' tl" 
fupcnor of the Bernab.tis cf Tonon Th.r.h- ^ 
mc to write .0 hit,,. I had J^;;.[J^f^^^ 
relpea and elleem for hin,, as one t,/der grace I w - 
glad of th,. opportunity of recot^n^endif" ijf ,"0 

with the biackeft lnsr..k.<^T ^T'^HJ^ 
and a f.bjcft worthy of companion ; and thaT fc 
from having advanced towards Go, I was become 
entirely ahenated fro„, hi,n. He anf;er.d n e inftch 
a nianne,-, as .i: l,e had known, by a rL.pcrnatira 
Lght notwtthftanding the frightftj d'efcriir^n Ih d 
given of niyfelf, that my condition was of .race 
And 10 he wnt to me thotigh I could not" then 
at all believe jt to be fo, 

Now GiNEVA came into my mind after a 

" G:« vl hei""-^' ^''^i^'l- fThel^nha^ltMs'o 
GiN£VA being generally Proteftants or Calvlnifts 
Coiid I then ever quit the church, for Ifeh 4 
would give a choufand live.,? Or, ihall I ™ V 
pan fi-om that faith which I would even ^^(kt 

weaknefs. Neverthelefs the letter, which I had r7 
cetved from Father la Comek, in which he writ Z 
at: account of his prefent difp^fition foLwl,™^^;^ 
!ar to mine, had fuch an ^ffifl- "'"'-'■™ar iimi- 

and calmnefs to my mind fVelt f^'*^ ^'"^'' 
..nited to him, as to'a ^^L of gr at7;^ [t^r^f,'^' 
E^ace of Goo. Afterv^rd. a wima;' app d t 
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in a dream to be come down from Heaven, to tell me 
that God demanded me at Geneva *. 

About eight or ten days before IVfAGDAtEN's day, 
16S0, it came into my mind to write to father LA Combe, 
and to dcfire him, if he received my letter before that 
dny, to fay JMafs for .-ne. It was fo ordered, con- 
trary to the ufual culloin, that he received my letter 
on Sc Magdalen's eve, and next day faid mafs for 
me. It was faid to him, thrice over, with much 
force, " Ye Ihall both dwell in one and the fame 
" place." I believe, oh my Goo, that that has been 
mucli more verified, both in our inward fenfe and 
experience, and in the faine crucifying adventures 
which have befallen us, pretty much ailke ; and in 
thy Self, who art our dwelling, than in any temporal 
abode : For, though I have been for fome time in the 
fame country with him, and thy Providence has fur- 
nillied us with fome opportunities of being together, 
yet ic appears to me, that it is much more verified in 
the foi-mer, as we both have had the like experience 
of Jesus Christ crticified. 



* The city of GfiyEVA ffands at the weit end of the famous late 
of Gemeva, or lake Le.\iain, a lake fixry miles long and twelve 
miles wide. It refeinbles the Tea in the colonr of its waters and 
the ilorins raifed In it. Jn fummer the melted fnow runs into i^ 
from the .^LPs, the higheft mountains in Europe, which are all 
round it. The iiver Rhone, which fprings from the Alps, juns 
through this lake by Geneva. LroNs. kc h brings with it a 
vait quaniijy of water when the fnows melt. Then both the lakes 
and the rivets of SwiTZfiKLANO are much highec thau in winter. 
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IT was on that happy Magdalen's day, that my foul 
was pcrftdly delivered froni all il's pains. It 
had already begun fince the receipt of the firft letter 
from Father La Combe, to recover a new life; It 
was then indeed only like that of a dead pcrfon raifed, 
tho' not ye: unbound from his grave-clothes : Buc 
on this day I was, as it were, in perfefl life, and fet at 
perfed liberty. 1 then found myfelf as much raifed 
above nature as before I had been depreffad under its 
weights. I was inexprefllbly overioyed to fee re- 
turnud to me, with as much magnificence as purity, 
hitn wliom I thought I had loll for ever. It was 
then, oh my God, that I found again in thee with 
new advantages, after a manner inefFable, all I had 
been deprived of: And the peace I now poffefl"- 
was all holy and heavenly ; yet the remembrance 
of my paft mifery brought a fear upon me, ieft nature 
Ihould find mca-is to take to itfclf any part therein. 
As foon as it wanted to fee or tafie any thing, the 
fpirit ever watchful crolTed and repelled it. 1 was far 
from elevating myfelf then, or attributing to myfelf 
any thing of this new ftatc: For my experience made 
me lenfible what I was. 

I HOPED I Ihould enjoy this happy ftatc for fome 
tmie, but did not think my h.ippincfs fo great and 
imnjutabie as it was. If one judge of a good by the 
trouble which precedes it, I k-ave mine to be judged 
of, by the foi-rows I had been obliged to undergo be^ 
fore my coming to it. The ApolHc Paui. ^ells us, 
thic" tlie fuHc'rin^s of this life are not to be com- 
pared 
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" paced with the glory that is prepared for us." That 
is true even of this life. One day of this happineli 
was worth more than many years of fuft'ering. It was 
indeed at that time well vrarth ail I had undergone. 
Though it was then only dawning, an alactity for do- 
ing good was reftored to me, greater than ever before. 
It Teemed to be all quiet, free and natural to rae. At 
the beginning this liberty had lefs extent ; but the 
more I advanced the greater it grew. I had occafion 
to fee Mon. Bertot for a few moments, and juil told 
him, I thought my (late much changed, having Icarce 
time to tell him anv more. He feeming attentive to 
fomething elfe anfwcred, " No." I believed him -, for 
•irace taugh: me to prefer the judgment of others, 
and rather believe them than my own fcntiments or 
experience. This did not give me any trouble ; for 
every ftate fecmed equally indifferent fo I had the fa- 
vour of God. I feit a kind of beatitude, every day 
jncreafmg in me. I did all forts of good, without 
fclfiaincfs, or demanding any kind of retuin tor it. 
Whenever a thought of the kind prefented, it was 
inftantly fejcfted, and as it were a curtain in the foul 
drawn before it. My imagination was kept fo fixed, 
that I had now very little trouble on that head. 1 
wondered at the cleamefs and purity of my whole heart. 

I RECEIVED a letter from Father i.a Comee, where- 
in he writ that God had given him a fenfe that he had 
ffrear defigns in regard tome, "Let them be, tienfaid 
" I tn myfelf, either of juftice or mercy, all is equal 
" to me." I ftiii had Geneva deeply at heart ; bur 
faid nothing of it to any body, waiting for God ^ to 
make known to me his all-powerful will, and fearing 
left any ftratagem of the devil might be concealed 
therein, that m^ght tend to draw me out of my pro- 
per place, or tfeal me out of my condition. The more 
I faw my own mifery, incapacity and nothingncfs, and 
that they rendered me the fitter for the defigns of 
God, whatever they might be, I faid, " Oh my LoRii, 

" take 
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" take the weak and the wretrhed to Jo thv work? 
" that thou mayell have all the f..lory of them and 
" that man may artribuie nothing of them to himfdf 
" It thou took a perlon of eminence and .rreat talents' 
" one might atmbtite to him fomcthmg thereof- But 
^ If thou takcftme, it will bemanifeft that tiion abne 
art the author of whatever good fliall be done " 
I continued quiet in my Cpirit, leaving the wliole affair 
toOoD, being fatisfied, if he iTiotild require any thin^ 
of me, that he %voiiId furnilh me with the means of 
pewormmg ir, I held myfelf in rradinels with a full 
icfolution to execute his orders, when he fliould make 
tiieni known, though it were to the laving down of mv 
life. I relumed my care of die Rck, and dreffing of 
y/otinds. Atid God made me cure the moft incurable 
When furgeons could do no more, or were goins to 
cut oft limbs, It was then that God made me cure 
them. 

Oh the jOy that accompanied me everywhere, find- 
ing ftill, in his own immenfity and boundlels vaftitude 
him who had united me to himfclf [ 0!i how really 
did I experience what he faid in the Gofpel by the 

f^T,,,^^"^^''''^'' ""'^ ^y """ °f 'fi™' twice over, 
V\ hofaever will lofe his life for my fake Jhall find 
" It; and whofoeverwill fave his life llialllofe it." 

When I had loft all created fupports, and even di- 
viii^ ones, I then found myfelf happily neceffitated to 
iall into the pure divine, and to fall into it, through 
all that which leemed to remove me further from it 
In lofing all the gifts, with all their fupports, 1 found 
the Giver. Oh poor creatures, who pafs along all your 
time in feeding on the gifts of God, and think there, 
in to be the mod favoured and hapny. How I pity you 
If ye ftop here, ftort of the true reft, and ceafc to ™ 
forward to God. through the refignation of the fame 
gifts ! How many pais all their lives this way, and 
think highly of themfelvcs therein ! There are others, 

who 
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who being defigned of God to die to themfclvcs, yet 
pafs all their time in 3 dying life, and in inward ago- 
nies, without ever entering into GoQ, through death 
and total lofs ; becaufe they are always willing to re- 
tain fomeihing under plaufible pretexts, and ib never 
lofe fclf to tlie whole extent of the defigns of Gon. 
"Wherefore they never enjoyGoD in his fullnefs; which 
is a lofs that will not perfedly bq known till another 
Sife. 

Oh my Lord, wl>at happinefs did not I largely 
taftein my Iblitude, and with my little family, wliere 
nothing interrupted ray tranquility! As I was in the 
country, and the {lender age of my children did not re- 
quire my application too much, they being in good 
hands, 1 retired a great part of the day into a wood, 
where I paiTed as many days of happinefs as I had had 
months of forrow. Thou, oh my God, dealt by me 
as by thy fcrvant Job, rendering me double for all thou 
hadll taken from me, and delivering me from all my 
crofles, Thou gave me a marvellous facility to fa- 
tisfy every one. What was furprizing now, was that 
my mother-in-law, who till then had ever been com- 
plaining of me, without my doing any thing more 
than ufiial to pleafe her, declared none could be bet- 
ter fatisfied with me than flie was. Such as before 
had cried me down the moft, now teftiBed their fon'ow 
for it, and became my parregyrifts. My reputation 
was eftablidied with the more advantage, as before it 
had appeared to be loft, I remained in an entire peace, 
as well without as within. It feemed to me that my 
foul was become like that new Jerufakm, fpoken of 
in the Apocntypfs, prepared as a bride for her hnjbnnd, 
and vshere there is no more firro's!, cr fgUng. I had 
a perfect indiiference to every thing that is here, and 
an union fo great with the good will of God, that my 
own will feemed to be loir. My foui could not in- 
cline itfelf on one fide or other, fmce another wjlihad' 
taken place of its awn, but only nourifii itfelf with the • 
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daily providfoKs of God, Itr.o-.y found a will all di- 
vine, which yet was fo peculiar and naciiral to it, that 
it found itlclf infinitely mere free m liiis than ever it 
had been in its own. 

These difpofitions have fllUfubrifted, and ftiU grown 
ftronger, and more pcrfed till this hour. 1 could 
neither defire one thmg nor another, hut was content 
with whatever fell out, without making any reflection 
thereupon, or giving any attention thereto, except 
when any in the honie atked iiie, " Will you have this, 
" or that?" And then I was liirprizcd to find that 
there was nothing left in me which could defire or 
chufe. I was as if every thing, of fmaller matters, 
quite difappeared, a higher power having taken up 
and filled all their room. I even perceived no mor!? 
that foui v;hich he had formerly condudied by his 
crook and his ftafF, becaufe now he alone appeared 
tome, my foul having given up its place to him. It 
feemed to me, as if it was wholly and al together paiTcd 
into its God, to make btit one and the fame thing with 
him ; even as a little drop of water, call: into the fea, 
receives the quaSities of the fame fea. Oh union of 
unity, demanded of Gon by Jesus Christ for men, 
and nierited by the fimiE Jisus Christ ! How ftrong 
is this in a ibul that is become lofl: in its God ! After 
-the confummation of this divine unity, the ibul re- 
mains hid wiih CHErsT in God. This happy lofs is 
not like thofe tranfient ones, which extafy operates, 
after which the foul finds itfelf again. 
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I WAS obliged to go to P.iRis about fome buflnefs. 
Having e°itered into a church, that was very dark, 
to confefs, I went to the firft confeffor I found, whom 
I did not know, nor have ever fcen Cnce. I made my 
confeflion fimply, which was very (liurt ■, but to the 
confeflbr himfclf I faid not a word. He furprized me 
much in faying to me, " I know not who you are, 
" whether maid, wife or widow ; but I feel a ftrong 
" inward motion to exhort you to do what iheLoKD 
" h,as made known to you, that he requires of you. 
" I have nothing elfe to lay to you." I anfwercd liim, 
" My father, I am a widow who have little chil- 
" dten of four and fix; years of age. Wliat elfe could 
" God require of me, but to take due care of them 
" in their education?" He replied, " I know nothing 
" further. You know if God has manifefted to you 
" that he requires fomething of you •, and if that is the 
" cafe, there is nothing in the world which ought to 
" hinder you. One rauft leave one's children to do 
" that." This furprized me much. However, I to!d 
him nothing of what I felt for Geneva. 1 difpofed 
myfelf fubmilTively to quit every thine, if God re- 
quired it of me; and llioukl, by his divine Provi- 
dence, caufe any occafion to rife for my fo doing, i 
did not look upon it as a good I afpired to, or a virtue 
I hoped to acquire, or as any thing extraordinary, or as 
an aft that would merit fome return on God's parts 
but only gave myfeif up to be led in the way of my 
duty, whatever it miglit be. 

Bb ■«' 
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_ As I was in this dlfpofitioii, being in my fomik- 
m the gr.'atcft tranquility, a religious man of tiie-or 
der o, St. Dominic, one of my friends, had a ^reat 
defire to go on a miffion to Smm. He lived tw^'entv 
leagues from ray houfe. As he was ready to make a 
vow to tins ptirpofe, he foiuiJ a ftop in himCelf rheie- 
to, and a direaion to come to fpeak to ijie. He cam« 
immediately, and as he had fome reluftance to declare 
n to me, he went to fay malis in my chapel, hopin<v 
Gon would be fatisfied with his making tlie vow" 
as he was celchracmg mafs in my hearing: Bm he 
Mss flopped again. Whereupon he left the chapel 
to come to fpc-ak to me. He then told me his in- 
tention. 

Thodcii I had no thought of favine any thine PO- 
fit.ve to him on that head, I felt an iinpreffion in my 
foul to relate to him my cafe, and the thought I 
had had of a long time paft for Geneva, f told 
him a dream I had had, which had appeared to mc 
fupernatiiral, which had reference hereto : And when 

had done 1 feJt a ftrong motion to fay to him. 

You nnift not go to S,am. You muft ferve mc in 

.< 'i ,.■ r '" *°'' '■'"' ""'^ '^o" ^'^ ft^^M you 1»- 

ther ; 1 defire you ro give me your advice." Aftei- 
three days, having confidered the matter, and con^ 
fulted God m it, he told mc that he believed I was to 
go thnher ; but ro be the better affiired of ic, it would 
be needful to fee the Bifhop of Geneva ; that if he 
approved cf my defign, it would be a fign that it was 
from God ; ,f not, I muft drop it. 1 fell in with iiis 
fcnt.mcnt. He then offered to go to ANHEcr*, to 
fpeak to the B,(hop, and to bring mc a faithful ac- 
count of what they Ihotild agree on together As he 
was advanced k, years, we were deliberatinf; what way 
he could take fo long a journey, when ther? came two 

ravellers, who told us the Bifhop wa.s at Par is This 
I looked on as a miracle of God's providence. He 

(ontho/cT'rl ""y^'""'? ™ 3 hkeoflhe fam= nam., ZZ^, 
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adviled me to write to Father la Combe, and recom- 
mend the aftVir to his prayers, as he was then in that 
country. He then fpoke to the billiop at Paris-, 
and I, having occafion to go thither, fpoke to him alfo, 

I TOLD him, " that my defign was to go into the 
" country, to employ there my fubftance, to ereiT: an 
" ellablilimient for all fuch as ihould be willing trady 
" to ferve God, and to give tbcmfclves unto him^ 
" without rcferve ; and that many of the fervants of 
" God had encouraged me thereto." The bifnop ap- 
proved of that deiign. He faid, " there were new ca- 
" iliolicks going to eftablith themfelves atGix*, and 
'• tliat it was a providential thins;." 1 anfwered him, 
" that I had no vocation for Gex, but for Geneva." 
He laid, " I might go from thence to that city," 

I Thought this was a way which divine Providence 
had opened, for my taking this journey with the Icfs 
difficulty. And as ! yet knew nothing pofitive of what 
God would require at my hand, 1 was not willing to 
oppofe any thing. " Who knows, faid I, but the 
" will of God is only that I lliould contribute to 
" ciiis edablilliment ?" 

I WENT to fee the priorcfs of the new catholicks at 
Fahis. She manifefled to me ft great deal of joy, 
and affLired mc llie would gladly join mc. As flie is 
a oreat ftrvant of Gon, this confirmed me : For 
v/lien I could refledt a little, which was but feldoin, 
I thought God would make choice of her for her vir- 
tue, and of me for my worldly fubftancei for when 
1 inadvertently looked at myfelf, ! could not think. 
God would make ufe of me; But when I fiw the 
things in God, then I faw that the more I was no- 
thing, the fitter I was for his defjgns. As I faw no- 
thing in myfelf extraordinary, as 1 looked on myfelt 
in the lowefi: ftage of perfeftion, and imagined that 
an extraordinary degree of infpiration was neceffary 
B b a for 

♦ Gex, a [oivtiof FsAscE, 7 miles north-weft of Geneva. 
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for «ttmo,;ai!iai-y defigns, this 'made me hefitatc. and 
fear deception, I d,.d not yet fufficimtly comprehend 
that to foJW, fcpbydep, the g.idLce of dvh^ 
Providence was the grcateft and piTrdt iiglu. It ^v"' 
iiot that t was m fear of a«y thing, for nTy perftabn 
and lalvation which I had referSd to God it t™ 
was afra.d of «at doing his wili tlmu^h, wantin,. 
to do It too much. I went to confult Father Cl„,d; 
MARTtN. At rhat time he gave n.e no decilive a.- 
t^!in. '■"', "^ more time for praying about tt, 
tdimg me he woHld write to me what ilTould apnea 
to film to be the will of God concerning me. 

I HAD feme difficnUy to fpeak to M. Bertot, both 
©n account of his being difficult of acceft and of mv 
knowing how much he condemned things extraordi- 
nary, or out ot the common road, befide his never 
having given me tlie leaft heip in regard to my in- 
ward condition : Yet, beingmy'direfto?, liubZed, 
agamft my own views or judgment, to what he faid 
laying down al my own experiences wl,en duty e! 
quired me to believe and obey. I thought however 
that ,n an airair of this importance, I°ought to ad 

t%7f '° ""' rU''^'' ^"' ^^"^'^ «f ^he matter 
to that of every one befide. perfuaded he would in- 

and he told me that my defign was of God, and tira 
he had had a fenle given him of Gob for fome t me 

returned home to fet every thing in order. I loved 

hLf'tTr"'] ^'"'"^ ^^^'^ S.-eat fatisfaflion n 
berng^ with them, but refigned ail to Goi> to follow 

[Divers other circumftancesfte recites, and nrovi 
dentiai figns concurring to confirm her herein, of which 
tholc here given and thofc which follow, I thought 
fufficient . and that it might be tedious to the reade 
to go through every minute particular.] 

At 



i 



Chap. XXIX. LADY G U I O N. 175 

At my return from Pacis, ] left myfelf in hi.i 
hands, rclblved not to take any ftep, either to make 
the tiling fucceed or to hinder it, either to advance 
or retaril it, but fingly to move as he, Ihowjd be pleaicd 
to direa me. 1 had myftetious dreams, which por- 
tended nothing but crofiiss, perfecutions and affliftions. 
My heart fiibmitted to whatever it lliould picalb 
Gou to ordain. I had one which was very figni- 
iicant. 

Being employed in fome neceffary work, I faw net^r 
me a little animal which appeared to be deail. This 
animal I took to be the envy of fome perltms, which 
fec/ned to have been dead for foine time. I took it 
up; and as I law it ftrove hard to bite me, and that 
it magnified to the view of the eye, 1 caft it aways 
but found thereupon that it had filled my lingers with 
(harp-pointed prickle.s like needles. I came to one of 
my acquaintance to get him to cake them out; but 
he puflied them deeper in, and left me fo, till a cha- 
ritable prieft, of great merit, (vvhofe countenance is 
ftill prel'ent with me, though I have not yet fecn him, 
but believe I fiiall before I die) took this animal up 
with a pair of pincers. As foon as he held it fall, 
thofc ll-iarp prickles fell off, of themfelvcs. Then I 
found that 1 eafily entered into a place, which before 
had fecmed inacceffibie. And though the mire f$& 
up to my girdle, in ray way to a delijrted church, I 
went over it, without getting any dirt. It will be eafy 
to fee in the fetjucl what this fignified. 

DouiiTi.rs5 you will wonder that I, who make Co 
little account of things extraordinary, relate dreams, 
I do it for two reafons -, firft, out of fidelity, liaving 
promifed to omit nothing of what fhould cotne into 
my mind-, fecondly, becaufe it is the method which 
Goi> makes ufe of to communicate himfelf to faithful 
fouls, to give chera foretokens of things to come, 
which concern them. Thus myfterious dreams ate 

found 
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found in many places of the holy fcripturcs. Thty 
have fingular properties, as 

ift, To leivc a certainty that they are niyfterious, 
and will iiave their efted in their fcafon ; 

2cl, To be hardly ever elfaccd out of the metnonf, 
though one forge):!; all others; 

gd. To redouble the cercaiiity of their truth evt-ry 
time one thinks of them ; and 

4th, They generally leave a certain unaion, a di- 
vine fenfc or iavour at one's waking. I received let- 
ters fromfundry religious perfons, fomc of whom 
lived tar from me, and from one another, relating to 
my going foj-th in ihc iirvice of God, and fome of 
them to GeniiVa in particular, in llich a manner 
as furprized me. One of them intimated that I 
mult there bear the crofs and be perfecuted; and 
another of them that I Ihould be eyes to the bhnd.fccc 
to the lame, and arms to the maimed. 

The ecclefjaftic, or chaplain, of our houfe was 
much afraid left I was under a riekifion : But what at 
that time greatly confirmed me was that father Cl.aooe 
MAitTiw, whom I mentioned above, writ to me that, 
after many prayers, God had given him to know that 
he required me at Geneva, and to make a free facri- 
fice of every thing to him. I anl'wered him, " that 
" perhaps God required of me nothing more tlian a 
" fuin of money to affilt in a fotindation which was 
" going to be eftabliihed there." He replied, that 
God had made him know that he wanted not my 
worldly fubftance but myfelf At the very fame time 
■with this letter I received one from father l.i Co.mbe, 
who writ to me that God had given him a certainty, as 
he had done to feveral of his good and faithful fervants 
and hand-maids, that he wanted me at Genev.i. The 
writers of thefe two letters lived above a hundred and 
fifty leagues from each other ; and yet both writ the 
fame thing. I coujd not but be fomewhat furprized to 

receive 
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receive at the fanne time two letters fo exaftly alike, 
from two perfons living fo far ditVatit from each 
other. 

As foon as I became fullj' cojivinced of its being 
the will of Goi), and faw nothing on earth capable 
of detaining me, my fcnfes had fome pain about leav- 
ing my children. And upon reflecting thereon a 
doubt feized my mind. Oh my Goa ! Had I refted 
on myfelf, or on the creatures, I fliould have revolted; 
and, as we read in the fcripturcs, kaneJ en a hroken 
reid, ■which would have pierced my hand. But relying 
on thee alone, what needed I to fear? I refolvcd 
then to go a? a fool, regardlefs of the cctifures of 
fuch as underfland not what it is to be a fcrvant of 
God, and to receive and obey his orders. I firmly be- 
lieved that he, by his Providence, would furnifli the 
means necelfary for the education of my children; 
and that in pure faith. I put every thing by de- 
grees in order, Goo alone being my guide. In 
the mean time I caufed feveral maffes to be faid, and 
devotions on all fides to be made, I gave offerings 
to a church dedicated to the holy Virgin, to obtain 
the favour of doing the will of God, and very great 
alms to procure that of knowing it. 
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TT feemed to me that by the favours which Gci 
had bellowed upon me, to make me quit every 
thing, he made my chains the fbronger, and my fepa- 
ration the more blameable ; for none coiiid leccive 
ilronger mar!;s of afFedion from an own nioihcr than 
thofe which I received at this time from my mother- 
in-law, not ojily in health ; but even the leaft lickncis 
which befell me made her very iineafy: Shefaid, "She 
'* had a veneration for my virtue." I beheve what 
contributed not a little to this change was, that Jlie had 
heard from one or other, that three perfons had offer- 
ed fuit to me ; and that I refufcd them, though they 
were of a qiialiry above mine, with other advantages. 
She remembred how fhe liad upbraided me on this 
head, and I anfwered her not a word, whereby I mi^lir 
iiave let her know that it depended only on myfelf to 
marry to advantage. She began to fear left fo rigo- 
rous a ttcatmcnt, as flie had uled toward me, might 
draw me to deliver niyfdf, by fuch means, with ho- 
nour from her tyranny ; and was fcjifible what da- 
mage that might be to my children. So ffie was now 
very tender to me on every occafion. I fell extremelv 
ill. I thought that Goo accepted of my willingnefs of 
facriflce with that of my life: During this illnefs tny 
mother-in-law went not from my bed-fide. The tears 
the flied Ihewcd the fincerity of her atfeftion. I was 
very much affedled at it, and thought I loved her as 
my true mother. How then fhould I leave her now, 
being fo far advanced in age ? The maid, who till 
then had been my plague, took an inconceivable 
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fricndlhip for me. She praifed me everywhere, fay- 
ing, " I was ' a true faint," (though I was far from 
it.) JiJie fervcd me with extraordinary rcfpetl:, and beg- 
ged pardon for all tiiat (lie had made me fiiHer. She 
died of grief after my departure. 

Theri was a prieft of merit, an inward man, who 
had fallen in with a temptation of taking on him an 
employ which I was fcnfible Goo did not call him to, 
and therefore, fearing it would be a fnare to him, I ad- 
viledhimagainll it. He joined with the perlon from 
whom I broke oft' my intimacy, and who perfecuted 
me fo much. He did the fame in a concealed way, 
after having promifed me he would not do it. Bnt he 
died foon after. I law him gradually fall ofF from 
the grace of God by this infidelity. 

There was a Nun in a monaftery T often went to, 
who was entered into a ftate of purification, which every 
one in the houle looked on as diftraftion ; and there- 
fore they locked her up, which had like to have deftroy- 
ed her. All that went to fee her called it phrenzy or me- 
lancholy. I knew her to be devout. 1 demanded to 
lee her. As Toon as I approached, I felt an imprEffion 
cf her ftate, being that of purification. I defired of the 
Superior, that Ihe fhould not be locked up, nor people 
admitted to fee her, but that flic would confide her 
to my care ; that 1 hoped things would change. I dif- 
covered that her greateft pain \vas at being counted a 
fool. I advifed her to bear the ftate of foolilhncfs, 
as Ji-sus Christ had been willing to bear it before 
Heroo. This iiicrifice gave ber a calmnefs at once. 
But as God was willing to purify her foul, he detach- 
ed herfrom all thofe things, to which (lie had had be- 
fore the greateft attachment. At laft, after ftie had 
patiently undergone her fufferings, her Superior writ 
to me " thit I was in the right, and that Die was now 
" come out of that ftate of dcjc£tion, in greater pii- 
" riry than ever." God gave me at that time the gift 
C c of 
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of diictiningfpirits; and Eherc was none but I tbar 
knew lier condition. 

The winter before I left home was one of the Jono-. 
fit and hardeft that had been for leveral years, viz. 
that of 1680. It was followed with extreme fcarcity, 
wliicii proved to me an occafion of cxcrcifing cha- 
nty. My mother-in-law joined me heartily here- 
in, and appeared to me ]'o much changed, that I 
could not but be both furprized and overjoyed at 
it. We diftributed at the houfe ninety-fix dozen of 
loaves every week, but the private charities to the 
bafhful poor were mtich greater. I kept poor boys 
and girls employed at work : And God jrave fuch a 
bleffing to my alms, that I did not find that mv family 
loft any thnig by it. Before the death of my liiiiband, 
my mother-in-law told him, that I nwuldruin him with 
my charities, tho' he himfelf was fo charitable, that in a 
very dear year, while he was young, he diftributed a con- 
Gderable fnm ; but now fhe repeated this to him fo often, 
that he commanded me to fet down in writing all the 
money I laid our, both what I gave for the cxpence 
of the hoiile, and for all that I caufed to be bought-, 
that from thence he might judge of what I gave to the 
poor. This new obligation, which I was brought 
under, appeared to me Ibmuch the harder, as for above 
eleven years that we had been married I had never 
beiore had the like required of me. What troubled 
me mofl- was the fear of having nothing to give to 
fuch as wanted. However I fubmitted to it, yet with- 
out retrenching any part of my charities. I did not 
litcdown any of my alms, and vet my account of ex- 
jjenccs was found to anfwcr exadlly. I was furprized 
at it, and eftccmed it vne of the wonders of provi- 
dence. That made me more liberal of what [ thought 
was the Lord's, and not mine. How much is there in 
the world of ujeleft diflipation of what would be 
proper for the fubfiftence of the poor ; for which, if 
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the)' fo applied it. Goo would reward tlieir very fami- 
lies ! 

In the time of my greatefl; pains, fortie yeats after 
my hufband's death (for they begun three years before 
niy widowhood, and lafled four years after) my foot- 
man came to tell me, for 1 was then in the coitntry, 
that there was in the road a poor foldiet dying- I 
made him be brought in, and having ordered a fepa- 
rate place to be made ready for liim, 1 kept him above 
a fortnight. His malady was a flux, which he had 
taken in the army. It was fo ftinking and naul'eous, 
that though the domefticks were charitab'y inclined, 
no body could bear to come near him, I went to 
empty his pots. It is true that I never did any tiling 
of the kind which was fo hard to me. When I emp- 
tied them, there came out fuch ati intolerable ftench, 
that I was ready to faint. I frequently made efforts 
far a full quarter of an hour at a time. It fcemed as 
if my very heart was going to come up ; yet 1 never 
defilted from doing it. I fofflctimcs kept poor people 
at my houfe, to drcfs their fores-, but never met with 
any thing fo terrible as this. So the poor man, after 
I had made him receive his facrament, died of it. 

What gave me now no fmall concern was the tcnder- 
nefs I had for my children, efpecially my younger fon, 
whom I had ftrong reafons for loving. I faw him in- 
clined to good ; and every thing feemcd to favour the 
hopes I had conceived of hm. I thought it running 
a great rifque to leave hitn to another's education, 
iWy daughter I defigned taking with me, though fhe 
was at this time t!! in a fever. Providence was pleiled 
lb to order it that (lie timely recovered. The ties, 
with which God held me clofely united to himfelf, 
were infinitely ftrongcr than thofe of flefli and blood. 
The laws of my facred marriage obliged me to give up 
all, 10 follow my fpoule whithcrfoever it was his plea- 
furc to call me after him. Though I often hefitaced, 
C c 2 and 
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and doubted much before I went, I never dmibtfd 
afer my gojng off, of its being his will ; and thousli' 
men, whojudge ot diings oniv accardincr to tlie fm 
eels they kern to have, have 'taken occalion from m; 
dilgraces and fulfcrings, to judge of my callinp ; and 
to run ,t down as error, illufion and imagination; it is 
that very perlecution, and the imittitude of Grange crof 
fes It has drawn upon me, of which this imprifonment 
J now kilter is one, which have confirmed me in the 
certainty of Its trutli and validity; nay I am more than 
ever convinced that the rcfignation which I have made 
or every thing is in pure obedience to the divine will 
Ihegopeleffcdually in this point lliews itfelfto be 
true, which has promiled to thofe that Hiail leave all 
for the Jove of God, an hundred fold in this life, and 
perlecotiotjs alfo. And have not I infinitely more than 
an hundred fold, in lb entire a poITeffion as thou, mv 
God, haft taken of me 5 in that unlliaken firmncfs which 
thou giveft me m my fufferings, in a perfeft tranqui- 
lity in the midft of a furiotis tempeft, which affaulis 
me on every fide; in an imrpeakable iov, enlaraedl 
nefs and iiberty which I enjoy in a mofi' ftraight "and 
rigorous captivity. I have no dcfire that my impri- 
fonment fhould end before the right time. I love mv 
cnains Every thing is equal to me, as I have no 
wjlJof my own, but purely the love and will of him 
who pofleffes me. My fenfes indeed Ijave not any re- 
lilh for ilich things, but my heart is feparated from 
tiiem, and born over them : And myperfeverance is not 
of myfelf, but ot him who is my life ; fo that I can fay 
with the ApolHe, " It is no more I that live, b« 
Jesus Christ that iiveth in me. It is he in whom 
I live, move, and have my being." 

To return to the fubjeft, from which I often wan- 
der without thinking on it, I fay then that I was not 
(o_ ilnealy to go with the new catholicks, as to engacre 
with them, not finding a fufficient draught to the latter, 
r It, but did not find it, though I longed 
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to contribute to the converfion of wandering fouls, 
and Gon made ufe of me to convert fevcral familie.^ 
before my departure, one of wliich was compofed of 
eleven or twelve pcrlbns. Bcfides, Father la Combe 
had written to me, to make ule of this opportunity for 
ietdng off, but did not tell me whether I ought to 
engage with them or not. Thus it was the providence 
of my God alone, which ordered every thing, to which 
I was refigned without any reftrve 1 And that hindered 
me from engaging with them. 

One day reflecting on this undertaking of mine, f 
found my faith llaggcring, weakened with a fear 
left 1 were under a millake, which flavifli fear was in- 
creafed by an ecclefiaftic at our hoiifc, who told me 
it was a rath and ill advifed defign. Being a little 
clirtouraged, I opened the bible, and at firft met with 
this paffage in Isaiah, " Fear not thou worm Jacob, 
" and ye men of Ifrael. I will help thee faith the 
" Lord, and thy Redeemer the holy one of Tfml." 
Chap. Ixi. 14. and near it, " Fear not; for I have re- 
" deemed thee, 1 have tailed thee by thy name-, thou 
" art mine: When thou paifell through the waters I 
" will be with thee, &c." 

I HAi> a very great courage given me for going, 
but could not perfuade myfelf that it would be to fet- 
tle v^ith the new catholicks. It was however neceffa- 
ry to fee Sifter Garnier, their Superior at Paris, in 
order to talce our mcafures together : But 1 could not 
go to Paris, becaufc that journey would have hindered 
me from taking another at the time when I fhoiihj hav?' 
been obliged to go off. She then, thotigh much indif- 
pofed, relolved to come and fee mc. In what a won- 
derfui manner, oh my God, didit thou condufl things 
by thy providence, to make every thing come to the 
point of thy will ! Every day I faw new miracles, 
which both amazed and ftiil more confirmed me s for 
with a paternal goodnels thou cook care of even the 
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fmalleft things. As i!ie intended fttting off, llie fell iick ; 
And thou permitted it to tali out fo, to give room 
thereby for a perfon, who wooid hai'e lilfeovcred every 
thing, in the mean time to take a journey. As 
fliE had given mc notice of tlie day Jlie intended to 
fet off, feeing tliac day was exceffively iiot, and fa 
ftiltry that I imagined, that, being taken fo much ten- 
der Care of as llie was at home, thejr would not 
let her begin her journey then (which proved to be 
the cafe, as fhe herfelf told mo after) I prayed to the 
Lord to be pleafed to grant a wind to rile, to mo- 
derate the violent heat. Scarce had I prayed but 
there arofe fuddenly fj refrefhing a wind, that I was 
fiirprized at it: And tiiat v.'ind did not ceafe, during 
Iter whole journey, till after her return, 

I WENT to meet her, and brought her to my cotin- 
try-hoiife, in fuch fort that fhe was not ieen or known 
of any body. What embarrailed me :j little was, that 
I had two of my domefticks who knew her : But as 
I had been labouring far the converfion of s lady, I 
managed my converfations with her in fuch a man- 
ner, as eafily to make them believe that it was on 
that account I had fent for her, and that it was ne- 
cefiary to keep it fecret, that that lady might not be 
difcQuraged from coming. Though I knew nothing 
of controverfiai points, yet G o d fo furnished me 
that I did not fail to anfwer all her objeftions, and 
relolve all her doubts (to fuch a degree) that (he 
could not but give herfelf up to God entirely. 
Though fifter Garnjir had a good Jhare both of 
grace and natural underftanding, yet her words had 
not fuch an effeft on this foul as thofe with which 
God fupplied me, as flie affiired me herfelf Sht 
even could not forbear fpeaking of it. I felt a move- 
ment to beg her of God, as a teftimony of his holy 
will concerning me ; and he was pleafed to grant ir, 
(though Ihe did not make her abjuration till after my 
departure) willing that I ihould go off without any 
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other alTurance, except that his divine Providence was 
conducing all things. The filler did not declare her 
thoughts to me for four days. Then ftie told me 
ftie would not go with me. At this I v/as the more 
■forprizcd, as I had perfuaded my(c-if that God would 
arant to her virtue what he would rcfuie to my de- 
merits. Befide, the reafons IKe gave appeared to me 
to be merely human, and void of fupcrnatura! grace. 
That made me heQtate a little : Then, taking new 
courage, through the refignation of my whole felt, I 
faid, "" I go not thither for your fake: I will .not fail 
" to go thither, though without you," This fur- 
prized iier, as (he owned to me; for (he thought that, 
on her rcfufal, I would decline my purpole of going, 

I regulated every thing, and on a paper wrote, as 
I thought proper, the contract of alfociation with 
them. No foone.- had I done it, but after the com- 
munion I felt great trouble of mind for it. I told 
her my pain, and that I had no doubt but God de- 
manded me at Geneva, yet did not let me fee that 
he would have me to be of their congregation. She 
defired to have fome time till after the ma(s and com- 
munion, and that then (he would tell me what fhe 
thought God required of me. Herein he direfted her 
contrary to both her interefts and inclination. She 
then told me that, " I ought not to connefl: myfelt 
" with her, that it Was not God's delign -, that I only 
'■■ oUffUt to go with her fifters, and that when I Ihould 
" be^there. Father la Combe, (wiofe Ittter Jhe bad 
« feen) would fignify to me the divine will." At onee 
I entered into thefe ientiments, and my foul then re- 
gained the fweets of inward peace. 

My Hrft thought had been (before I knew of the 
new catholicks going to Gej:) to go direftly to Ge- 
NEV4, 3s at that time there were cathohcks there m 
fcrvice, and otherwife ; and to take fome little room 
without any noife, and without declaring myfelt at 

brit: 



1 



!86 



The life 



OP Part I, 



firft: And a'; I knew how to make up all forts of 
ointments, to heal wounds, and efpeciajly the kinr,',, 
«i!, of which there is abundance in that place, anvl 
tor whicli I had a mofb certain cure, I hoped cafily 
to jsifiniiate iiiyfclf by thiswav; and with the chari- 
ties which I ftiould h;jvc done to have won oi-er 
many of the people. 1 have no doubt btit, if I had 
folbwcd rhis draught, things would have fticcecded 
better: But I thought I ought rather to follow the 
tentiment of the bilhop than my own views. What 
■"" • faying ■ Has not thy eternal word, oh my Goo, 
had Its elTetT: and accomplifliment in me? Msm'fpeaks 
as man: But when we behold things in Goo, we fee 
them m far other lights. Yes, my Lord, thy defign 
was to give Geneva not to my cares, words or works, 
but to my iufferings : For the more I fee thin"s ap- 
pear hopelds, the more do I hope for the converfion 
of that city by a way known to thee only- Yes 
Geneva, thou (halt fee the truth flourilh again within 
tliy walls, which error has baniflred from them • And 
very happily (hall thole words be verified in thy fa- 
vour, which arc infcrihed on thy town-houfe ; Jfier 
flariKifs Ughl; though now thy fons take them in a 
quite contrary fenfc. One day Ihak thou be illu- 
minated with the light of truth, and that beautiful 
temple of St. Peter Ihall again have the advantage 
of containing within its bofom our facred and im- 
portant mylieries. How true is it in one fenfe, oh 
my Lord, that thou haft made me the daughter of 
the crois of Gekev.a, and how heartily would I give 
my blood to fee thy crofs fprout up there! Father 
lA Combe has told me fmce, that he had had a ftrong 
impuKe to write to me, not to engage with the new 
ctuholicks; that he believed it not to be the will of 
Gor. concerning mc ; but he omitted doing it As to 
my direftor M. Bi-rtot, he died four months before 
my departure. I l,ad foine fign of his death : I was 
the only perfon to whom he addrelTed himfelf. It 
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feemed that he gave me a portion of his fpirit to 
help his children, 

I w,"lS feized with a fear, that the check 1 had felt, 
at ftripping myfclf (in favour of the new catholicks, 
of what I had defigned for Geneva) was a ftratagem 
of nature, which does not love to he ftripped. I writ 
to fifler Gaunizr to get s contraft drav^n up accord- 
ing to my iirflr memorial. God permitted me to com- 
mit this fault, to make rae the more fcnfible of his 
proteciion over mc. 
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APPENDIX- 

Oeservations on the Life of M. Guion- 



I Considered in this publication that to trace th« 
fteps of any worthy life, fingularly remarKable tor 
arduous triah, and for excdknt fruits anlirg fram 
them, has a gtxid effeft on fucwffors, allotted to 
undergo hard and heavy piobations. It tends CO 
animate their faith, patience, and truft in Gou tor 
fupporc, and for lafting benefit reiHltmg fions fucb 
trials becoming fanftified to them. 

Om this account I thou<^ht, that to rcfcue from obli- 
vion and obfcurity the "iives of fome vaUiable to, 
reigners, to rentier them known in the Bntilh domi- 
nions, would be agreeable to many pious perlons; 
and perhaps be profitable in making the proper 
impreffions on fome not yet of that number, ei- 
citina them, timely and warmly, to ptirftie their hlgheft 
and moft lafting intereft, and readily to facnfiee there- 
to ever;' thing which would obltrud it. 

Itf regard to thefe foreigners I obfervc perfons of 
piety differently affefted. Some rejoice to find that 
fuch have been raifed up in dark councnes, who 
through fierce and repeated (hocks have bra«Iy and 
fteadily ftood, ftiil adhering in heart to Christ; ItiU 
concerned to d» jufity, to hve and praitile mercy and 
charily, and to ™/* Aarfjy with God ; whofe hearts 
breathed, and whofeaGions tended to nothing elle but 
Ghry uGcd in the highifi; on earth Peace, Good-'wilt to men. 
They joyfully feel a brotherhood with iuch worthies, in 
the heavenlv kindred, being convinced, with the good 
Dd 2 Apoftle, 
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Apoftle that !« s'jiry nathn, ikey that fear Goi mu> 
•■j;a-k ngbteoufnefs an accipted with him AGs x •■ - 
Now what better than tl,is can they expeft, who with 
a rigid harlhnefs cenftire their memories, after Ihey ha-j.- 
lived wMly to him isba died for thm ? 

Pi"Y or a dedication c5 the foul to God, faith- 
fully to obey fuch of his difcoverics as break through 
the thick iurroiinding clouds, is of an univerial nature 
and extent, through all the climates and sges of the 
world. Men whole hearts are duly affefted therewith 
rejoice on the behalf even of tiie virtuous Gentiles' 
who, m having the lew, are a laza 10 themfeha. 
Kom. II. 14. ^ 

Yet I have met with fome, efteemed pious both hy 
themfelves and others, v.'ho fem to tiefpife the very bdi 
of any other nation or people than their own. Thev 
apprehend they fpy ,mtes in their eyes, while thev fee 
not the beams in their vsin. They have therefore little 
lympathy with their various fufFerings tor C h e i s t 
and ior the teftimony of a good confcience, with their 
long and cryel imprilbnments on this account. Inftead 
ot feeling their hearts enticared to them, as valiant, 
patient lellow-fufFerers of the one Lord, thej appear 
in their own eyes to be above them. They therefore 
rcjed all that they did and fuftcred, 

I cannot but wilh theft may open their doors to the 
reception of tender-hearted charity toward thofe who 
were, in their places, excellent patterns, probably 
t.ir excelling their /ara^ra! cenfisrers, in a conftant de- 
votion ot loul to God, even under fuch difadvan- 
tages as they have never known, and fnch oppreffions 
as they have hvcd free from. May thev calmly con- 
fider what fpint aftuates them, only to find out and 
expofe the defcQsof filch, to raife 'their own credh 
by depreciating humbler labourers and deeper fuf- 
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When the beloved ApotUe, in his younger years, 
complained of one calling out devils in Christ's 
Name, faying, he and his fellow-difciplcs had for- 
bidden him, feeing he followed not Christ witlt 
them. Our Lord replied, " Forbid him not; for 
" he that is not againft us, is for us." iafe, ix. 
49, 50. 



The French Editor's Remarks, in his 
Preface, on the Life of M. Goion. 



" TF to any the ftate of long-continued probation 
" J. (he underwent feem ftrange, it is for want of 
" duely obferving what St. Paul fays of Jesus 
" Christ himfelf. Fur it became him, for luhsm are 
" ait things, and by isihmn are all things, in bringing many 
" fms UKto glory, to make the captain of their falvatiim 
" fsrfea through fufferings; Heb. xi, 10. The fame 
" Apoftle farther afflires us, that fouls which God had 
" chofen, " He alfi did predejlimte to he cmformtd to the 
" iitrnge of his Son." Rom. viii. 9. This privation, 
'• by which Ihe was purified and prepared for fervice, 
" ought therefore not to aftoniih fiich readers as have 
" never heard of any thing like it. It was the fame 
" in fubftance which was experienced by the great pa- 
" triarchs. Job and David, and by many other en- 
" lightened foiiis, the memory of whofe fanftity is 
" had in honottr at this day. It is a Hate confum- 
" mated by the facrifice of eternal falvation, or a con- 
" fent to continue for ever, if God pleafes fo to di- 
" refl: it, and for his glory, in this fame ftate of «- 
" gantis -privation, which fo many faints have iindcr- 
*' gone; and wherein they would rather chufe, as will 
" be fecn here, hell icfeif than the leaft fin : A ftate 
'■ which is at laft followed with that of the ptirelt 
" union with God, and according as it pleafes 
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" him, with gifts and graces of very high dc- 
" grees. Here will be iecn examples of feveral 
" (ores, and of fome as Itiblime as any that are 
" to be met with any where. As there are in it many 
" things which pafs the natural comprelicnfion of the 
" human mind, it will be well, in reading them, 
" to remember that faying of St. PauLj " The things 
" of God knoweth no man, but the fpirit of God." 
And again, " He that is fpiriaial jutJgeth all things, 
" yet he himfelf is judged of no man." i. Cor. ij. 

•' This advice of the ApoftJe ought to make us 
" very cautious of condemning the ingenuity, with 
" which this purified foul has defcribed, without dif- 
" guife, a part of the pcrfeeutions which have been 
" ftirred up againtt her by all forts of perfons. It 
" will be feen in tiie courfc of this hiftory, and efpe- 
" cially toward the end o( it, that Goo permitted 
" her to pafs over in fiience the moft conliderable 
*' part, which regards her laft pcrfecutions and her 
" imprifonment. 

" As to what appertains to her firft probations in 
" her family, of which Ihe Says open the particulars, 
" not very favourable to the perfons Ihe fpeaks of, 
" Ihe has made iilc of fo many precautions, to pre- 
" vent any one's palling a judgment to their difad- 
" vantage, that affuredly none of thofe any way inte- 
" relied can have any reafon of diicontent, from 
" fuch inftances of mortification and patience here 
" given, as may ferve to the edification of fouls and 
" to the glory of God. Here is not any fuch adion 
" expofed as to fix a blemifii on them, fuch as G o d 
" has permitted the facred writers to fix on the fa- 
" milies of Jacob, Davjd, and feveral other faints 
" who arc honoured not the lefs on account of it. Tis 
" only certain domeftic vexations which he permit- 
" ted -, and (he has fufficiently made the apology 
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for the domeftic perfons by wliom file has been ex- 
ercift-d. She has declared, over and over, that 

■ they had at heart the fear of God, a fincere piety, 

■ and a good ftiare of virtue, and of charity; that 
' their manner of afting toward her was a difpenfa- 

■ tion of Goo to purify her, to which end he fiiut 

■ their eyes, that they might fall into the miftakcs 

■ neceffary to produce the effeft lie defigned by it ; 
' and that, after that ufe had been made of it, all 
' returned from their prejudices, humbled themfelvcs 
' before her, acknowledged the folidity of her virtue, 
' and even became her panegyritls. 

A READER of any difeerrvment ought not, in thefe oc- 
' curences, to dwell on the thoughts of the pprfon who 
' connmits the faults, and look on himrdf as above 
' fuch weakneflcs. He ought rather to fear, if God 
' placed him in fuch probations, and left him to 
' himfelf, that he would do a hundred times worfe, 
' and perhaps never recover fi-om it. It is only for 
' the perfon who receives fuch treatments, to look 
' at them with meeknefs, Clence, patience, fuppref- 
' Con of the movements of nature, benignity, be- 
' ncficence to every neiglibour, thankfgivings to God, 
■' in order to be ediSed and built up thereby ; and to 
' pray to God for grace to enable him to imitate 
■' Christ in the like trials, 

" For. this excellent purpofe has God permitted 
■' thefe things to be fet before our eyes : For if all 
■' afted this way, in all the occurrences of private 
■' life, and with all thofe they converfe %vith, the fame 
■' thintrs which generally prove fubjeds and fources of 
" diflenfions and debates, of hoftility and hatred, of 
•' wars and every fort of evils temporal, and often 
■' eternal, would be changed into means of improve- 
" ment in goodnefs, into fpiriiual fuccours, into fchoals 
" to make us become faints, and like angels in purity, 
" innocence, goodnefs and charity. They would ren- 
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" 1*^^"' '""^ diftiples and imitators of Jetos Chrjst 
And indeed, witlioiit this no man is his, but in 
iniagiiiation ; nor a chriftian, but in name. 

"Formerly, to purify tlie diridians, God madp 
iile of the hatred and perfecutions of the idola- 
trous pagans, who by their torments and their fires 
purified them like gold in the furnace. Now, fince 
tiiere are no more pagans for th.nt purpofe, it pleafes 
CjOd, m order to purify fouls, to make itfe of the 
daily condtid, the humours and vexations of thofe 
one hves w,th, relations, friends, acquaintance and 
neighbours. If we received tlieir manners of be- 
liavmg to us, as chriftians, and according to the 
intenrion of God, it would render us true faints 
and would procure iss a peace unalterable and eter' 
nal, as appears in tlie fanaified fold, which ^ives 
us to fee here that Ihe derived thofe good effecfs by 
this way, which is without doubt a part of the daily 
crofs, whicli, Jisiis Christ fays, ws nmji tear, if 
we -mil come after Urn, and accompany liim both 
m this world and the otiier." 



The 



The Author of the History of the Archbifliop 
aiCarnbray% Life, gives us the following 

Summary of M. GUION's DocTitiNE. 

"/^ HARIT Y is the fource and the end, the rule 
K^ and conlummation of the whole lai.v; of all du- 
ties, of all virtues : And the two means of arriving 
at this perfea love are Trreftr and the Jelf-ienid en- 
joined in the gofpel. 

Prayer, is neither afweet fenfation, nor the charm of 
an inflamed imagination, nor an abftrafted fpecviktive 
reafoning ; but it is the entire bent of the foul toward 
its divine Origin. It is what tlic moft fimple are ca- 
pable of; whM nothing fliould interrupt; and what 
is compatible with all the duties of our mortal ftate. 

It is neceDUry at firft to ufe vigorous efforts, repeat- 
ed afts, and frequent returnings to God, that we may 
be feparated from all the objeas of our paffions, 
or natural indimtion!, avoid all occafions by which 
tiiey are excited, recollect and fliut ourfelves up with- 
in our fpiritual nature, and by that means gradually 
aaln a habit of living in the divine prefence, after 
a more fimple, uniform, and intimate manner. 

Whilst the mind thus atcends towards the fove- 
rei™ truth, the lieart difengages itfelt, not only from 
allots croffer affedions, but even from all its moll re- 
fined views and purfuits. Andherevvemay_dircover 
the ibufcc of two very diiTerent operations ot the di- 
vine Wifdom, viz. 

God in the beginning fets our hearts free from 
Impure pleafures, by the tafte he gives us of a hea- 
venly dekaation. Animated by the trader lenti- 
E e jnenis 
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merits of a new-born love, we exercife oiirfclves with i 
noble and mafculine vigour in all the labours of an 
aftive virtue. The foul, ravilhed with the divine 
amiablcnefs, is no longer to be touched with the fc- 
ducing charms of a profane fenfuaiity. 

He then proceeds to another operation in tis, in 
order to dcftroy the miftaken love of oiirfclves ; and 
this not by pkafuris hm by fuffering,. After having 
weaned us from earthly objeds, fie ftuts us up withm 
the fohcary pnlon of our own beings, to the end that 
we may experience the darknefs, weaknefs and cmpti- 
nels of that being. He lets before our eves al! the 
fecret abominations of our Jdj-love, the impurity of 
thofe virtues that flow from it, and its ufurpations 
upon the rights of the Divinity. What a fource of 
pains muft this be to a creature idolatrous of itfclf 
and of its own virtue? The foul finds nothino- in itfelf 
that IS worthy of its love; and. being no longer able 
to endure its own focicty, flies off and forfakes itlelf, 
to plunge, and to be fwallowed up, in the love of that 
objett who atone is lovely. 

Them it is that tiie importunate noifc of the fenfes 
and of the imaginations, becomes hiiHied ; the tumultu- 
ous hurry of our thoughts and pallions ceafes ; and tlie 
whole foul, being brought into a prafotind fiknce, adores 
him m fpirit and in truth, whofe perfeflions are be- 
yond all expreiTion, and above all conception. 

But this Silence is fuch as excludes only ufelefs 
refieaions, luperfluous reafonings, and barren fpe- 
ailations, which interrupt the atfion of the devout 
heart. In loving God purely, we believe every thino' 
he teaches obey every thing he commands, hope 
tor every thing lie promifes : For this charity, beins; 
predominant, produces, animates, and perfeds in us all 
the virtues human and divine." 

The End of the Summarv. 

SlrCH 
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Such was the doflrine which M. Guioh experi- 
mentally learned in Chhtst's fpiritual academy, and 
which (lie was conftralned to publifii both by word and 
writino-, viz. the neceflity of the operation of the 
leaven of Christ's kingdom, to purge out all the old 
leaven of corrupt/*^, to die daily to that, in order to 
pafs into, and to live wholly in God, while here. 
The felfilh ecclefialHcks of France, with their blind 
dependents, could not bear fo pure a dodrine ; and 
therefore ilirrcd up the ftorms of vvrath and of violent 
pcrfecution againlt her, which fiie bore like a true 
chriftian, praying for the falvation and happinefs of 
her perfecutors. 

Now hear what account one who writes as an ene- 
my gives of M, GuiOM, Abbe FE^fliI.ON, (or Archbi- 
fhop of Camh'm] and their converts about the Court 
of Frmia. 

The Author of a book entitled Aniiahs is la cour et 
de Paris pew hs ditnees 1697, and 1698, (that is, An- 
iiah of the court and of Paris for the years 1697 crni 
1698) publifhed at the time when the doift-ine of 
pure love was ptiblickly contefted, fays, " All the 
" friends of the Abbe Fenelon were the friends of 
" Madam Guion. The Dujse of Beauviliirs who 
" was governor of the children of France., was (iif^ 
" peited of giving into her errors, with the Duke 
" of Chevreuse, and their families. The whole houfe 
" of Charoste was alfo fiifpefted of giving into 
" thefe new opinions ; But what hindered fcrupu- 
^' ious minds from condemning them was, that there 
" were no people, cither in the court, or in all France^ 
" whofe morals were more regular, or whofe lives 
" were more chriftian-like than theirs." 

A NOBLE confefTion this, in favour of Femeloh and 

GufON, drawn by the force of truth from the pen of 

E e 2 a writer 
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a writer, ■wIio(m tFie fame page) ftigmatizes their opi. 
nions with the names oi Herejy and ^ietifm !• 

* QyiETjjH has tectlueJ tliat naroEffom a profed'ed fiai; of 
quietude in tie fool, having learned to .icquicfte in th= will of 
Go 11 under evtfy uial and difpenfation. Tin- k& of Quietiffs 
tnadeagreat noife Toward the clofc of th^ Jaft century. They 
proftficdapure, foblime and ptrSciX devotion, an entire difinte- 
refled love of God, free from all felfilh confidcrations, loving him 
for him fc!f, on account of his own perfeSions, independently of 
any rewards or puniihments. 

A soBf cfmcnlikethcfe, called the lllnmhisli, fprang up in 
SpainAanz the year i;/;. They had a great number of follow- 
ers ; moil of them were Apprehended and clapped up in the Intjui- 
Jjtion cif Corcliua\i fomeof them were put to death, and the 
reil abjured their doiirines. The lihe body revived in Franc? in 
1634. But they were fo hotly purfned byLswis XIIL that they 
were toon deftroyed- How hippy then ate Britmt, who may pro- 
fecute the teftimony of a good confcience toward Go i>j without 
being hunted to deftrudion for it ! 

+ CsrJma a large city in the province of Atidalufia, on tie rivir 
Gvsdalqus'vir, fe^enly-lwo miles Norlh..caft ivamS£':iille. 

N. B. The Qdiituts were of the Romifh church, but the 
EiETisT!) of a later date, fprucg np among the Proteflants in 
Germany. Some of the latter are charged with gtofs errors in 
doSrilie, fome arc faid to be only vifionaries, forae of then 
very good and honeft people who, difgufted with the coldnefs and 
formality of other churches, and won with the piety of thefe, 
havejoioed themfelves to thein. 




Pursuant to tlie expectation giren in the con- 
tents ot the Appendix, at tiie beginrnng of this 
volume, I now come to the life of anotlier female, 
whofe memory is highly cfteen^cd through all the na- 
tions in u-hich the church of Rans prefides, viz. that 
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I Follow the track of calling her thus, to diftin- 
giiifli her from the many other Teees.is, of which 
number the prefent Emprefs of Girmany is one. 

The hillory of her life is now become very fcarce in 
England. Some of my friends have acquainted me 
that they have enquired for it of many of the Bookfcf- 
lets in Lonim, but in vain. I have however met witli_ 
two of them, one in Englifh, being an abridgment of 
one written by Francis de Ribera; the other, in 
a coUeflion of lives in High Dutch, laid to be writ- 
ten by herfelf, by order of her Diredor, from both 
which I intend to extradl fuch parts (not to make it 
too long for an appendix) as may be fufficient to give 
my readers an idea of her life and virtues, fmcc ITie is 
linked, by M. GtrioN, with thofe eminent faints PeteSs, 
Paul andMACDAiEw. 
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Theiliort: Introduction reads in 
liffj thus : 



Shs was born at Avik* \„ Spain, the aSth of March 
15 > 5- Her parents were defended of a noble (lock 

'wllriVh'"''"; -'^ '-ring Go.. She bS 
a Ipirinial mother of many children. By order of 

foiiotf ''^^ "^^ "" ^^ ^^"""' °f ''^ -"life :f 



CHAP. I. 

MY father was fond of reading good books, and 
. careful to accuftom his children thereto This 
wtth my mother's care to train us up diligently in 
prayer, excited good deGres in my early yearf I had 
iiine brothers and three fitter.. The brother who w^ 
Jieareft n,y age, and for whom I had the greateft fon? 
nefs ufed to read with me the lives of^^ ™i 
Xt ^^''^",\^™fi*redthe pain and miTyTdom 
^vhich many ^f ,hm fufFered for the love of GodI 
thoudtt ,t a cheap purchafe of heaven, and became 
Mof deCre to offer myfelf „p in I,ke mannerrnot 
n.t„n r'."^'°'' V° ^°''' <■« '""^h as from an tmaZ 
nation that .t was the readicit way to attain that bkft 
fednefs which I read was referyed for foch. "^^ ■ ^^'; 

hm^h^e.*' 'w'^i'r.^ °^?" =°"^"''«'J -^^^^ ^y 'little 
brother. Wedehbmted together on the ways and 

means 
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means of arriving at ic. At length v.-e concluded to 
travel and beg our way into Ethiopia, in hopes ot be- 
inc there both beheaded. And indeed I diought the 
Lord animated me to be valians: in this ad of dei'o- 
titin, to leave all for him, and to put this defi^n in ex- 
ecution. The only oblbclc to it fecmcd to be that of 
leaving our parents. {/kccrding to tke amunt of 
FEA.-JCts D£ RiBEH-S they had. got over the bridge, 
when they were met and hrcught back by their Uncle, 
very much to their firrow. they found their parents 
under great ccncerx, the Utile hy laying the -ivhok bkme 
c;j hisfifisr.] 

WiL were much furprized at reading that the joys 
of heaven and pains of hell were to be eternal, and 
found a ftrong impulfe in our minds often to repeat 
in Eternity ! in Eternity ! in Eterifity ! Through the 
frequent repetition of thefe words it pleated the Al- 
mighty to confirm us, in our tender age, in a defire of 
waiking ftriftiy in the way of truth. We refolved to 
feek fome fulitary place, and began in a garden near 
our houfe to build a hermit's hut. I gave alms as tar 
as I was able, and fought lonely retreats for the exer- 
cife of prayer. It gives me concern even now to 
think why 1 Hiould ever quit thefe good purpofcsand 
de fires. 

NoTwiTHSTAsniNG my mother was a very virtuoiis 
woman, yet fhc was fond of romances, and permitted 
her children to read them ; but lb much againfl: my 
father's inclination, that for fear of hun we were 
obliged to have recourfe to a clandelline way of doing 
it. °l began to be accuftomcd to it, and thought I 
did no harm in Spending many hours therein, both^ by 
day and night: And as one error in practice kads into 
another, I now began to fall into pride in drefs, to 
defire to appear agreeable in the eyes of others. 1 took 
particular care to have a fine hand and a fine head of 
hair ufed perfumes and fuch other vanities as much 
' as 
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ns was in my power. Tlie -cares of t!i;s extraordi/iai-i- 
nicety mmy psrioii and drefs remained with me manv 
years, 

t HAD a vaft mimber of relatians ; for fcarce t-' 
others came to my father's houli. The young on-s 
of us were almoft always together, being fond of each 
others company. Thefe I iiled to entertain with cvcrj' 
EliingI knew and thought plcafing to them. As eancr 
was I alfo in liftening tu their childifh prattle, whTcK 
was none of the beft, I had an Aunt fnll of Jevitv in 
her behaviour. Witli her I became very famihar; as 
flie was ready enough to promote the difpofinon which 
I then was in. It was however a friendJliip very 
difpleafmg both to tny father and fifters, who often 
ufed to reprove me on her account : Eti: as they could 
not conveniently prevent our being often together, 
their endeavours were fruiclefs, as I wa.i very fubtil 
!n my evil ways. This intcrcourfe wrought ftich an 
unhappy change in me, that I had fcarce any remains 
Jeftof my former virtuous difpoiltion : And though I 
never was incHned to any grofs fins, having a natural 
averfion to every thing dilhonourable, and only pleaf- 
ed myfeit m pafling away the time in airy converfation, 
frequent opportunities for which were not wantin"' 
and I as far from declining, or endeavouring to avoid 
them ; hence was my danger greater than I was aware 
of, from which it was evident I was preferved by the 
hand ot God, who, againft my will, prevented my 
utter ruin. What 1 have recited did not pafs fo fecret- 
ly as to efcape the obfcrvation of my father : For in 
about three months after he fent me into a convent 
for my education, 

My rcfideace here for the firfi week was extremely 
difagrceable. A fear iiaunted me left my bad ways 
were known ; And yet, to confefs the truth, they had 
aiready become burthenfome to myfclf. But after that 
time 1 became better fatisfied with my new ftation, 

than 
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than even wi;h being in my father's houfe. And al- 
though a Ipintual life leemed then to be but little 
fuited to my tafte, yet 1 found a pleafure in behold- 
ing the piety of the ladies of the convent, from whence 
the good inclinations of my younger years began to 
revive. Herein I remarked the great mercy of God 
afl'orded to fuch as he brings into the company of vir- 
tuous people. Thy name, oh Lord, I prailed, and 
ftill praife for it. One of the ladies was my bedfellow, 
in whole religious and edifying converfation 1 began 
to enjoy great facisfatlion. She told me ho* fl'ic 
came to enter upon that kind of life, that an extra- 
ordinary impreflion had faftencd on her mind, from read- 
ing that text, " Many are called, but few are chofen." 
She told me likcwife of the rewards prepared for 
thofe who renounce all things for the fake of Goc. 

Such good company began to foot out of my heart 
the evil which had been implanted in it, and was ga- 
thering ilrength, thro' the means of my former alfoci- 
ates, and to revive my firft warm defircs attcr things 
eternal. From hence my averfion to a recUil'e life be- 
gan to abate. When liiiwany amoiigft them fliedding 
tears in prayer, or poffeft of any eminent virtue, it 
made me reproach myfelf with my own hardnefs of 
heart. I began to pray much with the lip and tongue, 
and to recommend to all in ti'ie houfe to pray to God, 
that he would vouchiafe to place me in fuch a fitu- 
tation as that I might ferve him. 



After I had been here about a year and a half, I 
fell dangeroufly ill, whereby 1 was obliged to return 
home. When I was fomewhat recovered, 1 was fent 
to my fiftcr's houfe in the country 5 but was flopped 
fhort in the way, as there lived by the road a brother 
of my father's, a very virtuous man, and a widower, 
who fpent much of his time in reading fpiritual books. 
His converfation generally turned on God, and on t.he 
vanity of the world. He made me read that kind of 
F f books 
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books to him ; And although I found no great plea- 
lure therein, yet [ was obliged' to contoain mylelf, 
and appear to himas if ! was much plcifcd thcrewitli, 
as I had velblved always to give as much plealure as 
I could CO others, however contrarj' to my own incU 
nations ; fo that wliac was really a virtue in others 
was in me, through my artfu! difTimiilation, a great 
fault. How hart thou, moft gracious God, been 
plealed to prepare me for the Hate, which it was thy 
pleaiure I fliould be in, and even to make iiiv own op'- 
pofition hibfervient thereto ! Bleiled be tliy iioly Name 
for evLT : Amen. 

Tho' I flayed at my Uncle's but a few days, yet 
the divine wofd, which I there heard and read, liad 
iuch a power upon my heart, that I began to fee! again 
that facred truth which had impreft my infant years, 
in reference to the vanity of the world,' the eraptinefs 
ot all things in it, and how foon all vanilhed away ; 
I began to fear that, if I fliould die I might, probably 
be lofV. And though my will was not yet turned to 
a fpiritti^llife, yet, perceiving the greater lafety of that 
flate, I determined to force myfclf into it. In this 
ih-ite I continued at leafl three months, the enemy in 
the niean time making ine believe, that, as I had been 
fo tenderly brought up, it would be impolTible for me 
CO endure the reftriflioiis required in it: But againfl; 
this infifiiiation of his I alledged the trouble and the 
pains which Jesus Christ had endured for me, and 
that certainly it could not be efleemed much that I 
flioidd endure fome on his account, depending on his 
aSiftance for fupporc. 
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CHAP. JI. 

WHILST I was bufied with thefe tlioughts, 1 pcr- 
lliaded my brother alfo to betake himfelf to a 
monaftic life, through my reprefentations to him 
of the vanity of tlie world. We both of us re. 
folved on a certain day, I'iz. the fecond of No- 
vember 1535, very early in the morning, to exe- 
cute our purpofe. When I left my father's houfe, 
I found myfelf in fuch a condition, that I fcarce 
believe on 'a death-bed I could have felt greater 
pain. All my bones feemed to fhake, fo violent^ 
were the ftruggles ! felt, by reafon of my lave of 
God not being flrong enough to induce me readdy 
to forego the love I bore to my father and friends. 
Yet it pleafed the Almighty to ftrengthen me in 
my refohition : And hereupon I entered into the con- 
vent which in ray mind I had fixed upon. 

* No fooner had I put on the habit but he let me 
clearly fee how readily he alTifts thofe who continue 

■ The ApoftlePAUL told tie .4THE^IlA^f, that Gon inhhd 
a! lb? titaei nf igrtirratitEi evGTi in tile idolatry of the heathens. Tile 
bewitching arts of jjopilh ccclcliattics, abandoned to tlio qustt of 
lucre, and to the advancement of 3 defpotic hierarchy, had afrelh 
overfpread CHriftendom with the lixii if igaaraatt. Parents were 
taught 10 believe tint they mnft, however contrary to parental af- 
leaian^ without any hcfitation, refign their children, if ihey took 
it into Jbeir heads to go into a convent ; and children grown up 
that, on any fuch motion in their minds [whith tliefc men ivere 
very ready and artful to infnfe and promote, efpecially in wealthy 
families) it was their doty to prefer the will of Gon to that of their 
parents; that the Nuns, by taking the habit, became married to 
Christ, .xnd were thencefortvard his fponfes. Parents were ge. 
ner-illy under fuch fear iind awe of the clergy, that they dated not 
to oppofe their children in this cafe i but muft appear t« have ft 
much piety, or regard for the church, as to confent to it.wheneyer 
their children, if of age for it, were determined to go inti> 
convents. 

F f 2 firm 
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firm in the piirpofe of ftcriiJcing all to him : Fo/ 
from that moment i experienced (b great a joy, for 
what I h -d done, as remains with me even to this day 
The barrcnnefs of my heart was changed into ftich 
a iweet fenlibihty, as rendered the exeicifes of tlie 
clsylter molt agreeable to me. 

I acknowledge tliat often, in thofe hours when I 
tiled to adorn the body, I was troubled with a lecret 
remorfe: And now, rcfleaing on myiclf as freed 
fiom it, I felt new joys fpringing up in my foul, 
wondering at the fame time whence they came. As 
often as this recurs to my mind, meihinks there is 
nothing in the world fo difliciik which for the fake of 
thofe joys I would not freely undergo. From this 
iitne forward, in many things, I experienced that, witen 
1 formed m earnelt a pious refolution, it plealed God 
even in this life to recompenfe it, in fuch a manner, as 
thnle alone are capable of conceiving, who have had 
the fame experience. 

When any thing is done with a ftcdfaft eye to the 
LosD, he wills that the foul Ihoiikl at Hrtt be proved 
and alarmed : And the greater the fear and terror, 
the greater is the recompence, provided all the ob- 
ftacles be overcome, and the due fidelity be mani- 
fefted. The foul afterwards finds lb much oreater 
comfort, refulting from the obftacles liirmounted. Oh 
tny dearefl Lord, my only reft and refun-e ! Here I 
hardly know iiow to proceed. For whni I recolleft 
m what manner I have exercifed my profeHion, with 
what refoUition and comfort performed its duties, and 
how I have been united to thee in my fidelity therein ; 
I am not able to utter it without tears, my heart ready 
to burll-, and all too little, when I coniider both in 
what ways, and how often, I have offtnticd thy divine 
Majefty. ^ 

I PASSED 
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I PASSED the ffrft year in a poor ftate of health, 
which gave my father much concern. Receiving but 
little benent from the phyCeians of this place, he 
caul'ed me to be removed to another, which was 
celebrated for the cure of all kinds of difeafes. 

Im the beginning of the fummer, I was here to 
go under the phyfician's care. The intervening time 
I paffed at a filler's hoiife in my way thither. My 
father had given me a book which treated of the way 
of being collected in prayer, with which I was much 
atfeScd. I relblved to fallow its direftions with ear- 
neftnefs, fceking at certain hours places of folitiKle. 
As I continued this praftice, it pleafed Gon to favour 
me with internal quietude, and fometimes an intimats 
union with him. Though it continued not long, yet it 
left with me fo deep an impreffion, that notwithltand- 
ing I was then little n':ore than twenty years of age, I 
feemed to myfelf to have got above the whole world, 
and could not help pitying thofe who i'uffi-rcd them- 
felves to be led by its prevailing influence, even in 
things termed innocent. Though I paffed molt of 
my time in reading fpiritual books, as my mind was 
not yet adapted to recollcftion, in this troublefome 
manner, under fuch incapacity .ind barrennefs of foul, 
I paffed eighteen years, in ail which time I dared not 
to addrefs myfelf to God in prayer, without the z(- 
fiftance of a book. 

As the time was now come for my going to the 
place where I was to be cured, I was conveyed 
thither Avith great care. There I continued three 
months, enduring very exquifite pain, imagining the 
medicines were too fevere for my weak conllirution, 
inlbmtich, that for two months I was karcely fenfi- 
ble*. It was as if my very heart were tearing in 

* FftAKCiB &E RiRERA fays, that a certain father told her. 
that fhe Ilioald prailile penance aad monilicaEion, that perhaps 
God fent her this painful malady ; for finee of Jierfelf Ihe had 
praftifed no auliexity, therefore he would give her it with hi& own 
hand. 

pieces 



tif 



2oS A P .P £: N D I X. 

pieces with ffiarp iron teetii. Thofe about me fcarcti 
left I llioLild be totallj' deprived (if my fenfes, tlirougii 
the failure of my ftrength, as I eouid take nothing 
biu a little Ijrotir, while I had a continual fever on 
me, attended with a fliix daily for a whole month, in- 
fomueh, that being quite dried up, my very finews 
began to fold or twift in each otiier. With fuch 
inralerable pain, accompanied with an extreme de- 
jettion of ipirits, I could not reft either nigiit or 
day. 

Im this condition my father carried me home aaain. 
where lie brought other phyficians to vifit mc, \vho 
all defpaired of my recovery, as they thought I had 
alfo a confumption of the lungs. Under all this com- 
plicated pain, it pleafed the Lord in Inch a manner 
to endue me with patience, my diforder being evi- 
dentiv from his hand, that I could not but much won- 
der at it myfelf; to which the reading of the life and 
tranfaaions of Jos, in the treatife of St. GmaoHv 
DE MoHALiBtTs, had as I thotight contributed. 

I B£GAM to exercife myfelf in prayer to God, pre- 
pared, as it were by this vifitation, to fubniit in all 
things to his divine pleafure. All my eonverfation 
was now with God, and my thoughts were continu- 
ally Oil this expreftion of Joe, " Shall we receive 
" good at the hand of God, and fball we not re- 
" ceive evil ? With thefe words I feenied comforted. 
One night I fell into a fwoon, and continued in a 
ftate- of infenfibility for at leali four days and nights 
after it, all who were about me expefting my death 
every moment; nay fometimes they thought I was 
aftually dead. Amidft their earneft prayers for me, 
bkfled be God who heard ?hem, about a day and a 
half after a grave was made ready for mc, he was 
pleafed to bring me to myfelf again. On this, my 
ftidden revival, I wanted immediately to be confelTed : 

* for 
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*for even now I cannot help thiidting doubtfully of my 
falvation, if I had happened then to die. Nor can I 
help ftinddering when 1 relleifl: on the danger it pleafed 
God to refcue trie from, by raifing me up as it were 
from the dead. This complicated malady left me in 
fuch a condition, that Gon only knows the intolera- 
ble pain I underwent. My tongue was bit through 
in many places. My throat was as if I were going 
to be choaked, having fwallowed nothing ft)r Ibme 
time, nor could any thing pafs through me. All my 
limbs feenied as if they had been diftocated. I was 
unable to hold up my head. My whole body was 
drawn as it were into a round ball, fo that I could no 
more move hand, arm, foot or head, than ii 1 had 
been dead, except one finger of my right hand. Nor 
could I bear to be moved without ftiU greater pain : 
But when it was unavoidable, it was done by the 
ineans of napkins put under me, and fo I was Hfted 
up by perfons placed on each fide. 

In this condition 1 remained till Easter, when I 
was very defirous to return to the convent, although 
I feemed nothing but fkin and bone, and continued 
in that miferable condition for near eight months af- 
terwards. 1 was deprived of the ufe of my limbs for 
very near three years. 1 praifed God as loon as 1 be- 
came able to go with crutches, and pafTed through the 
whole in much refignation to his will, and even with 
chearfulnefs, except at the beginning, when my pains 
were moft exquifite. My mind indeed was fo fully 
refigned to the will of God, that I could have been 
contented to have remained always in the fame con- 
dition. 1 thought that all my defire after health was 
only that I might, in iblitude, expc£t in prayer that 
which I had been inftrudlsd in, towards which (in my 

* Hence Ihe was SlU in baile to confefs, and then to get abfolu- 
tioR from a pricft or friaf ; as ftie believed that prielts and friars 
were invefted with a power, after confeJhon t to give ir. 

fick 
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lick chamber) I thought there was no cpportiinitT. 
I took great care to fpeak evil of no body, and to 
hinder others from doing it, as much as I'could, {a 
that it was well known, where I was, people's cha- 
rafters were fecured from evil tongues. 1 ardentiv 
longed for folitude. It was plcaling to me to think 
and to fpeak of God: And if 1 met with any per- 
fons like-minded, it gave me more pleafure andfatis- 
i'adtion than a!l the poiitencls, or to fpeak more proper- 
ly, , than all the vanity of worldly converfation. I felt 
great concern if I thought I had, in any thing, at any 
time, olFended Goo ; infomuch tliat I remember, that 
many times I durft not attempt to pray, as I feared 
in prayer to bring greater pain of mind on myfelf. 
Nor did this pain io much arife from fear, as from 
refleding on the comforts I had often experienced in 
prayer, the fpecial favours God had difpenfed to me 
therein, and how ill I had requited his goodnefs, 
Thefe iiiftances of the fear of God tended to my 
improvement, whilft I perceived that fear was fo ac- 
companied with love, as to caufe me but little to 
regard any pain attending it. 
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TH O U then, oh my Got>, waft grarioi:(ly 
pkall-d once more to b!cfs nie with heahh, 
in order that I might fcrve thee the better. But bs- 
hold the frailty of hi;man nature, when departing 
from thee. As my health increafed, I began to Hide 
away from one degree of vanity to another. A^ laft 
I ventured upon fuch opportunkics of fi.".ning, and 
plunged niy foul into fuch diffipation, that I could not 
think of returning to Gou, or addrefling him in pray- 
er. This was a moll pernicious deception of the ene- 
my, Under the notion of humility, I was afraid 
to excrcife my heart in that duty, feeing myfelf fo vile. 
1 thought it would be better to live as others did (tho' 
I feemed to be the worft of the wicked) than to con- 
tinue in the exercife of that fpiritual application and 
free intercoiirfe with God ; For indeed I looked on 
myfelf as much more worthy of being a companion 
of infernal fpirits, than to approach him who is pure 
and holy ; and that 1 only deceived the people by ex- 
ternal appearances, which feemed good, and paffed for 
fuch. I therefore concluded that I had done mylclf 
much harm by not continuing Ihut up in a convent ; 
For liberty, which people of a fteady conduft might 
ufe with fafety, had certainly ruined me, had not 
the Ahuighty, by many extraordinary ways and means, 
delivered mefrom the infinite danger I was in. 

Ir parents would follow my advice, it fhould be not 

to fend their children to fuch a feminary or convent, 

where their falvation is in greater danger tiian even 

Gg i-n 
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in the world. Oh rather let them marry, thoiTgh eve r 
ib meanly, except they -.re of thcnilrlves itKliiicd 
to good : And evtn fo, God grant that it may help 
to prderve tliem when iliey are there! It is fxceed 
ingly to be lamented that lb m.-.nv, dcfirous of brint' 
Separated from the world, and fct free from the dan" 
gcrs which are in it, enter into a convent with a view 
of dedicating theitilelves to the fervice of God, when 
infaft they enter into a little world, tenfold worfe than 
the great one, where they know ijot wliat to he"in 
upon, nor how to he]p themfclves. The way of true 
holinefs i.i io little obferved there, that any one deli- 
rous to leaci a life of ftrifl: picry, has more to fear from 
the coiTipanioiis of the order than from the very devils 
themfelvcs.* Here one needs to ulc more caution 
and diffimidaiion, in fpeaking of a friendlhip and 
commonlon with God, than upon the ftibjefl of irre- 
gular friendiliips, and inclinations which" have their 
rife only from tiie enemy. I know not why we arc 
fo apt to wonder that ib muck evil is at tliis day to 
be fotind among the chriftian churches ; fince thofc 



• When I came to thi« pirTage, ic Turprizcd me, being what I 
did not tsipeft. I find th.it [lie order of the Cmmliti, was at firS 
tied down under i-ery ftrifl rules, which, being thought too ft- 
vere, were militated by Pope Innocent IV. in 1245. From 
hence Teiesa afterward applied herfelf to reform tho difordm 
fte raw fo rampant in their clojlters, by redoriog them to the 
primitive aufteiity nnd llriamrfs, inilituting firft among the Nuns, 
and then among the Friars, the order of the barefooted Citriiutills. 

Fpa in the morjafteiy of the mitigated Cartntiiiti which (he was 
it!, it appe.irs that fte had rcmarited fuch difortJers and private 
vices IS ftocked her, What aboioinable deeds of darkncfs tvere 
carried^ tin, in the monaltcries in EtighuJ, was twice difcovcred 
and laid open to the public, on a fcarch made, in the reicn of 
Kin? He;jei-V1II. J grant that if an inftitution be right, it 
oasthl no! to be blamed for the abufes committed in it by wiclc- 
cdintruiHcis and deceivers; But this inditutlon is indeed, at the 
yerybell, Y\Vc f\u.a\i^ a Ugiui cdnile nadir a bed, inftead of bring- 
ing; it forth, to be properly placed, for the more ufeful diffofion 
pf its tight to the dark world. ■ ■ 

,Vti:'j, ■::. who 
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■who ought to be an example to others, and from 
whom every virtue fhtJuKI be learned, h.ive Ib marred 
the work, and lofl: all the life and fp.iric which had re- 
mained of the firll hoiv fathers. Oh may it pleafe the 
divine Majelly CO remedy this great evil, as he knows 
it to be much needed ! Amen. 

When I firft came into the community, 1 had not 
the leall fufpicion that it would have had fo hurtful 
;m effcft on my mind : But fome ;imc after, be ng 
in company with a certain pcrfon, the Lokd caul- 
ed me to fee that fucli acquaintance was for me 
very improper. My Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ 
appeared to me with a fevete countenanct-, and by 
his rebukes made me fcnfible of his difplcafure for 
entering into fellowfhip with fuch. With the eyes of 
my foul I beheld him more evidently than I could Irave 
done with thofe of my body. The idea ot his forrii, 
and appearaace has ever fince continued with mc f(> 
diftincl, that though it is more than twenty-fix years 
ago, it is as if I faw him even nowprcfcnt before me. 
!t difcompofed and terrified ine to fuch a degree, that 
1 never could bear to fee the perfon [ had convcrfcd 
with. Probably other things too had done me hurt, 
which were left perceived by me, and through the 
crafty wiles of the enemy unfufpedled. 

AMotJG the fifters of the houfe I had in one of them 
a true friend, fomewhat advanced in years, a zealous 
fervant of God, who fometimes admonilted me : But 
ail the good I then reaped from it was to take offence, 
and to think fhewas difpleafed without a caufe. I re- 
late this purpofely to fhew on one hand the cxcefs of 
tny iniquity, and on the Other hand the great extent of 
God's goodnefs, at the very time when my ingratitude 
jiiftly merited his highefl indignation, 

I WELL remember what earneft defires 1 felt, in the 

beginning of my illnefs, when utterly incapable of 

G g 2 helping 
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Iielping mylclf, to excite others to the ardent purmit 
of true piety and goodnefs. Having at tlsis time a 
(law of tender afteciion for my dear father in pariitu- 
lar, flrong were my dcfires and prayers on his behalf 
that he might be bleft witii the heart-tdt enjoyment of 
the fame good whicli I feemed to be poiTcOed of 
through that nearaccefs to God in prayer, which then 
was granted me, and brought witli it a mod certain 
evidence that it was the higheft Goti attainable. 1 
endeavoured therefore with all my ability, or that 
which was given me from above, to prevail on iiim to 
devote himfcif to Gou entirely. 1 alfo lent hini fiicti 
hooks to read as were heft fuiied to tiiis great and good 
end. And indeed to him this care of mine was fiir- 
nally bkft. Jt obtained fnch eired, and uToiieht on 
him fo much, in the fpace of five or fix years', that 
J could not forbear returning praifes to God for 
tlic great fiictcfs he was pkafed to beftow on my 
fervent dcfires, and labour herein. My dear father 
met with many heavy croHTes, and oppofitions from 
divers quarters, wliich he bore with the greatcft meek- 
nefsand patience, and through them all continued 
ftcdfaft in his kibmilTion to the divine will. He vifjt- 
ed me often, and his viiits were very revivino- and 
comfortable, his delight being to commemora'te the 
goodncfs of God, and to fpeak about heavenly 
things. But alas ! I was now become too confcious to 
myfelf of diffipation, and of the neglefl: of my itidif- 
penlable duties. I coidd not help confeHing the truth 
to him. For a whole year 1 omitted the pradice of 
prayer, imagining it to be out of humility, as be- 
ing fenfible of my unfitneis for it. He' however 
having, through a conftant fidelity, attained a Iiioh 
degree of pcrfedion, came not fo often Co lee me. His 
vifiis were lliort. He wouid fay that to tarry longer 
was only lofs of time. Many others befide him I had 
been inflrumental to draw into the fame ftate of in- 
ward prayer, though I was now in thedifufe of it my- 
felf. ' 

About 
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Aboi'T this time my dear and honoured father fell 
111 and died. His end crowned his life. It may be 
laid of him, be finipei Lis courfu loith joy. It gave 
lis who were near him occafion to praife God, both 
on his account, and for the many wholfome inllrufli- 
onsand advices he gave us before his death. He very 
cariicftly exhorted us always to ferve God, and wei! 
to confider that every thing here below is but trait- 
fitory. He told us with tears how much he repent- 
ed that he had not ferved the Lord with greater dili- 
gence i and wifhed he had been amongft thofe of the 
moft rigorous order known. 

Vehy painful to my mind was the iife I then lived, 
bccaufe I had in prayer a moft perfeft perception of 
my faults. On one fide my God called me, on the 
other I followed the world : And though divine things 
were very acceptable to me, yet I found mylclf faft 
bound by things temporal. 1 fought to obtain a 
compromife betwixt thefe two, notwithftanding their 
contrariety, and the wide difference which there is 
betwixt a fcnfual and fpiritual life, and betwixt the 
fatisfadlions attendant on each of them. Froni hence 
I underwent much agony of mind, all its tranquility, 
and ferife of goodncfs, being frequently interrupted by 
the intrufion of a thoufand impertinent thoughts. Ma- 
ny years paffed on thus, infomuch that I cannot licip 
wondering at my continuing fo long in a wavering 
undetermined ftate. Were I but to relate all the in- 
ftances which powerfully withheld me, and alio the 
dangers from which I have been delivered, how could 
I fufficiently admire that grace which prefervtd me, 
which thou, oh my God, didft contmually favour me 
with ! Even at the very times of my offending thee, 
thou waft pkafed to turn my penitences into a prepa- 
ration for higher enjoyments of thy blefled felt. Thou 
hafl vouchfafed, oh my iiipreme and only fovereign, 
through thefe methods, at once the moft comfortable 
and the moft painful, to induce me efFeiflually to re- 
turn 
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turn to ihee. It is a miferabk cale indeed, aiiiijil 
lucli a variety of dangers, as great as perhaps ever 
happened to any, ro be deftittice of erery friendly 
help. By tha means thereof, if I hati jiu-t wiili ic, 
I might have been preferved from Inch frequent re' 
iapib. 

I THEREFORE advifc thofc, who are dercrmincd to 
acciiftom themfdves to the cxcrcife offpiritual prayer 
to God, to feck after an acquaintance with fach as are 
habituated to the praiKcc of this duty. Mueh de- 
pends on it, not only to their furtherance in that way, 
but alio to the acquiring many virtues and folid ad- 
vantages. Where people follow the vanities of the 
world, nobody regard.? the omiffion of ic as any 
fault ; fo much are their minds darkened, and their 
judgments perverted thereby : But once a perfon be- 
gins to_ betake himfclf to God, numberlefs oppofi- 
tions arife, and render the afilflance of experienced 
perfons neceffary for their fupporr, till fuch time as 
they arc grown, and of fufficient ftrength to with (land 
the onfet, and to avoid or bear the diftrefles and trials 
thereof, which otherwife, in 3 weak ftate of infancy, 
might bs likeiy to overwhelm them. In re<iard to 
myicLS I may fay, that had it not pleafcd God to dif. 
cover to me thi.5 truth, and to furnifli me with oppor- 
tunities of often converfing with Ipiritua! and cxjx- 
rienced perfons, I Ihouid have certainly been loft, 
through the many rclapfes which befell me. IMy friends 
indeed were many; but then thcv were chiefly fuch' 
as led me aftray, from wiiich defeilion there was none 
to alEft mc in the much needed recovery ; fo that to 
me it really feems a matter of wonder that I ever 
recovered at all. I am therefore under veiy great 
obligations to extoll and adore the mercies of my God, 
whofe hand alone raifed me up from death to life' 
even into his own pure love and fervice: . Blefied be 
his holy name for ever. Amen. 

CHAP. 
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IT is not without good reafon that I have diligently 
traced the ftrange revolutions of my former days. 
][ indeed makes mc fenfible that the peruiai of fuch 
a fucccffion of inconftancies can afford little pkafure 
to any : Yet I defire fuch as perufe it may reap this 
advantage from it, to have a dread of fuch ftubborn 
ingratitude to him that beftows on us all that is good. 
I wiili it were in my power properly to defcribc by 
what means, fo very often during that time, I proved 
unfaithful : But I may acknowledge in lliort, that it 
was owing to a defeft on my part, in not duly apply- 
ing myfelf to derive ftrengh to my mind from prayer, 
to enable me to abide ftedfaft in my duty to God. 
Near twenty years I floated on the moving waves of 
this turbid fea, one while falling then rifing again, yet 
not rifing as I ought to have done, feeing in fo fhort 
a time I ever fell again. In that fpace indeed, fome- 
times for feveral months, and once a whole year, I 
lived infuch conftanc vigilance and devotion to God, 
as lo have always a coiifcisnct void of offence loth to^-ard 
him ami man. Such good days were however few, but 
the evil days many. When I was indifpofcd in body, 
my foul was in a better condition, enjoying more of 
communion with God, as he gracioudy heard my cry 
in the day of my diftrefs, and condefcended to be my 
ftipporcand comforter therein. I then alfo took fpc- 
cii! care only to aflbciate with fuch as were like-mind- 
ed. 

In this manner have I, for the moft part, for eight 
and twenty years continued fighting, fometinies againlt 

Goi) 
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and fometiiTies againll the world. This mr 
:nce I publifh for ciiLitian to others, at from it 
I can fay that whofoevcr has begun the praflice of 
prayer to God, though in the mean time he may too 
often deviate, yet ought lie to perfevcre therein ; for 
it is the only means of his recovciy. Let him not 
yield to the infinuatioiis of his enemy, as unhappily I 
did, todifconcintie it through a pretended humility, but 
ratherftcdfefHy believe that the promifes of God fhall 
not fail, namely if we have compundion of heart, re- 
folding never to ofFend him more, that he will rcftore 
us to his former friendHiip. 

Are there any who have not done this? Such I 
befrech in the love of God no longer to deprive them- 
felves of fo great a good : For herein is noEhinw to 
fear, but much to hope for. Mental prayer is°no- 
thing elfe than with a heart inflamed with tlie love of 
God, to defire and leek to walk with him in private, 
with him who we know loves us, and feeks to draw 
lis to, and fit us for, happinefs with himfelf. Thouo-h 
thou mayell not as yet love him, yet let that by no 
means_ difcourage thee. Confider that a true and lalt- 
ing friendlhip implies a mutual cotrefpondence of 
both parties. On God's part, as is well known, is 
nothing v/anting. On our part, though ingratitude and 
inconftancy prevail, yet as much depends on enjoy- 
ing his fricndlfiip, and feeing he loves thee fo much, 
willingly bear the pain which thou feeled in thy ap- 
proaches to that God who is fo far unlike thyfclf. Oh 
boundlefs goodnefs of my God ! Methinks at this 
time I feel fuch a correfpondence, and fuch an union 
betwixt us, as never can be expreifed. Oh thou joy 
of Angels ! When my foul, with its affeflionsi is 
fixed on thee, how earneftly I long to be diffolved into 
pure love I How great a truth is it that thou willingly 
beared: with thofe who have long been avcrfe to draw 
nigh to thee ! Oh how true a friend thou fhcwcft ihy- 
felf to be, my Lord and my God ! How kindly thou 

dealeft 
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dcakft with us, how patiently thou waited for us, 
requiring us to come to thee in thy manner, yet in 
the mean tinie condefcending to bear with us in out 
manner ; and for a {lender repentance of ours, forget- 
ting all our offences ! Of this I have had a mod: con- 
vincing experience, and cannot but wonder that tiie 
whole WO! id is not attrafted to thee, through the pow- 
er of fuch extraordinary love as thou continually 
makefl: manifeif. It is only by drawing near thee that 
the ill-dlrpofedcan become upright. 

One day as I went into my chamber to pray, 1 
faw Christ my Saviour much wounded and deeply 
arUided. It afFefled me exceedingly to think how 
much he had lufFered for us. It ftruck me witii a 
fenfe of my ingratitude toward fuch greit and mani- 
fed love. I caft myfelf at his feet, and with a Rood 
of tears moft humbly befoiight him, that he would in 
future fo ftrengthen me as never more to offend him. 

About that time I met with the book of St. Augus- 
tine's eonfeflions. When I began to read it, it feemed 
to me as if I were particularly defcnbtd therein. When 
I had read his converfion, and after what mailnerhe 
heard a voice in the garden, I could not help thinking 
I was ipoken to after the fame manner. I wept much 
at the fight of my condition. How muft the foxil 
fuffcr, when it fees it has loft its liberty, which, as & 
conqueror, it ought to have maintained! But when 
the Lord brought me out of the ftateof death I had 
been in, then my foul feemed to be overfliadowed 
and ailed with his majefty and glory. I therefore felt 
a. greater defire to be totally occupied with him alone, 
snd to avoid all avocations from him, that nothing 
might interupt me therein. My foul was filled with 
confoktjon even throughout this whole year. I was 
not however fo bold as to pray for fuch overflowing 
joys, but inftead of thefe, that he would forgive 
my fins, and give nie grace not to offend him any more. 
H h 1 thought 
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1 chouglu it was goodncfs enougli ra mc that lie would 
tolerate me in his prcfence, fully fenliblc thar, if he 
had not drawn me, 1 fhoukl never have come to him. 
Once indeed, being in great barrenncCs, I remember 1 
I defired Ibme renewed confolation : But as foon as I 
reflefted on what 1 lud done, I was afliamed of my 
Ix-ing lb deficient in htimiliEy, 

Sometimes at unawares I had fuch a Tenfe of the 
prefence of God, as thoroughly dilpcUed every doubt, 
and fatisfied every faculty" of the foul. In that ftatc 
the will only feems to live : J'he undcrftanding is not 
employed, although not lolh It is as it were amazed 
at the inukitmk of divine things therein perceived. 

I PRAV thar, 10 whomfocvcr this may come, they 
ivould publifli all I have laid concerning the evil of 
my life, fo that the world may take warning by it, and 
be no longer deceived in thinking any good to be in 
me : For this I can fay of a truth, fo "far as I know 
myfelf, theif doing fo would give me a plealure : 
But what I have now to relate 1 mu(l not permit to 
befo ptibliflied, of wliom it is fpoken, or who h.itli 
writteft it. i-or this reafon I nam'e not myfelf, but 
intend fo to write, as much as poffibSe, that it may 
remain unknown. If it plcafe God to permit me to 
(peak of anygood, that good is his and not mine; 
feeing of myfelf I am ignorant, and altogether evil, 
and have neither been inftrufted by the learned, nor 
by any body elfe, I am obliged to 'fteal opportunities 
to write, and even that with much trouble, as it hin- 
ders me in my bufinefs in the convent, where 1 have 
very much to go through. If I Jpeak of any good, 
God permits it for the fake of others. He well knows, 
my only delire is to praife him, as he has been moil 
graciouDy pleafed out of a barren wajie to make agar- 
ilenfuU of pkafm flowers. God grant that it may 
never become again as heretofore! 

end of her own accot/st. 

Thds 
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Tutis far file has continued the thread of her Nar- 
rative, and from hence paffes into a wide lifkl of con- 
temphaiive obfcrvaiions, which I think likely to be 
edifying to very few; to moft readers rather tedious 
to follow her through the myfterious and intricate 
maze: 1 fiiall therefore fatisfy myfelf with barely re- 
citing the contents of fome of her following chapters, 
and fupply what remains by a brief fiimmary of her 
life delivered by Ribera, 

Chap. V. She defcrlbes her feveral experiences in 
the tote of prayer, and firfl of all on meditation, Vt, 
Of the prayer of reft. Vli. The repofe of the pow- 
ers of the foul. VIII. The union of thofe pov/ers. 
IX. Of extafies and other graces, Sec. 2Z chapters in 
all. 

The abridgment of Francis oe Ribera informs 
us that when ihe was about twelve years old, it pleafed 
God to take away her mother, which very fenfibiy 
affliaed her. After which llie read the Epiftles of St. 
HiEROM, and was fo affefted by them as to relblvc on 
a religiiiHS courfe. Having applied to her father, and 
beino; refufed his confent, early in the morning, on 
thcd'ay of the commemoration of All Smh in the year 
1533, being now twenty years of age,* without fay- 
ing any thing to any one, except one of her brothers_ 
v/ho accompanied her, ihe went to the monaftcry (if 
the incarnation at Jvila. tFJMt foiltms this agrees ia 
general •milh her own account, as before given. 

Ttiis Aiahor X"^! on thus. She found no fmall difficul- 
ty to leave certain fi-iendShips, which, for her advance- 
ment toward perfeaion, ilie was obliged to qiiiC. 
It feemed to her at firft to be great ingratitude to do 
it ; But one day having been a long time m prayer, as 

» Sblccn years of age, or any time aftrr it, »" ii«J "n by 
the Council of Tiir.t, for admiHion into monaftcnes. 



Hh 2 
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ihe was befeeching the Loao to enlighten and hdn 
her being intent on pleafiug him enrirely in all tl.ino, 
ftie heard in the very bottom of 'her Ibul theic wards' 
1 will not that henceforward thou have any famiii- 
anty with men, but witl. angels." After that time 
ihe could have no friendHiip but with fuch perlbns as 
were ipintually minded, and loved God, who nuiki^ 
plied his tavDUB to her, teaching her the divine truth, 
and ihevving her great and fublime vifjons ; Yet flie 
was proved with hard oppofitions and comradiaions, 
even from fome wiiom ihc efteemed ibrvant^ of Goo 
who were permitted for a time to be blinded toward 
her, but were afterwards brought by the Lord to know 
the truth, and to change their opinions. 

Great was the edification with which ilie lived in 
her monartery at this time and much good fhe did by 
her pious example, by the light which Ihincd in her 
good works, notwithftandins; all her endeavours to 
hide It. Many noted pcrfons have averred that this 
ieraphic virgin was able to teach the fciences of myftic 
dtvimty as perfecSIy as the greateft Doflors ufed 
publickly to teach other fciences. 

After having with great diligence, and throut^h 
much oppofition, founded the monaftery of the bare- 
footed Carmelites, who were to obferve the primitive rule 
of that order, without any mitigation, the General of the 
Cffraetoi came to >^,7a, and gave her, without bein» 
alked, very large letters patent to empower her tS 
found more luch monafteries. She made lb good ufc of 
this power, that ihe founded no lefs than two and thirty 
fuch monafteries (as MValladolid, Burga, Malaga, Sevii 
k, and other towns and places) as well of men as of wo- 
men; in which bufmefs Ihe at length obtained the favour 
of the king and grandees of the kingdoin, and of Pope 
Grioory the thirteenth, 

Heeiupqn 
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Hereupon the author writes, " Who would ever 
" liavc thought that one fickly maid, placed in a mo- 
" nailery, witlifo many bonds of religion andobedier.ee, 
" without money, w'itliout [he favour of the world; 
" yea, with fo many contradiftions and perfccutjons, 
" WIS to be tiie Mother of lb many and fo good clul- 
" dren, a Foundrels of fo many monafteries, and 
" to reform an Order which had now beeti for fo 
« long a tune in the condition wherein fiie found 
" it ?'' What man would have dared to undertake 
" iuch great things? Who would not have loll 



courage. 



after he had undertaken them, meeting 



.vitli lb many difficulties, impediments, murmur- 
" inos, oppolidons of all lores, from perlbns fecular 
" and ecclefiaftical, good and bad ? She never for- 
" bore to undertake or to prolecute any thing, for 
" any labour or difficulty that occurred, provided Ihe 
" knew it to be for the fervice of Gou, believing he 
" would not be wanting to thofe who ferve him : 
" Wherefore Hie went on as well fatisfied as if flic 
" had all the world on her fide. After llie had la- 
" boured much in a thing, if (lie came to fee that 
" the L.ORO would be more ferved in leaving it, Ihc 
" left it off as eafily as if fhe had done nothing at all 
" in it. She made linall account of the aids of the 
" world. She did not put any confidence in them. 
" She faid they were like flicks of dry juniper, which 
" inltantly broke if any weight were laid upon them ; 
" and that the ttue Friend, in whom we ouglit to 
" confide and hope, was our Lokd Jesus Chkist." 

This folid hope proceeded from her manifold ex- 
perience of the goodnefs of God toward her, and the 
many favours he had done her. Her books are full 
(as out of the abundance of her heart Ihe could not 
forbear fpeaking) of the moil ardent deCres with 
which ihe was fiUed for the glory of Gob.^ Writing 
of the ftate of her foul to one of*^er confelTors, Ihe 
fays, " It does not feem to me that I live, or have 

" any 
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" any will; but that there is in me one who govcrni 
" me, and gives me ftrcngth. It being fo painful a 
" thing to me to be feparated from God, I am wil- 
" ling to live for the love of him, and to fuffer hard 
" labours and perfcciitions, I care for no other thing, 
" neither honour nor life; nor do 1 dcfire in any 
" fort my own private intereft, but only his glory." 
When flie did, any thing wherein flie found great dif- 
ficulty, in order to pleale God therein, flie made no 
account of the palnflie endured. Concerning the love 
of God ihe faid, " That it did not confifl: jn havirnr 
" tears, gnfts, or tenderncfles, but in ferving hiin 
" with jiitlicc, fortitude and humility; and that it 
" was got by refoiving to labour and fuffi-r for God, 
" and in faithfully executing what he commands." 

The love which filled her lieart, toward God and 
her neighbours, made her txpofe herfelf to fo many 
labours, take lb inany fatiguing journies, when sf- 
fliiled with maladies and pains of body, throucli 
colds, rain, fnow and excefllve heats ; in fine ro 
found fo many monafteries where, by rhe clofe and 
daily exercife of chrillian virtues, fuch a number of 
fouls might be faved. She dearly loved faithful 
preachers, and all thofe who laboured to gain fouls 
ro the LoKD, earneftly importuning him to grant a 
power to her prayers, to gain fome to his iervice, 
while the grand enemy drew fo many from him. She 
fays herfelf, that the Lord did her fo many favours 
jn drawing fouls out of gtievous fins, and bringing 
others to a great experience of chrilfian perfeflion, 
that (he ftiould both tire herfelf and the reader if 
Ihe were to recount them. She Ihewed on every oc- 
cafion the greateft care, charity and tendernefs to the 
poor, the fick, the affiiGed in body or in mind. She 
even loved thofe who perfecutcd and ufed her ill, 
who hindered her in her works, or perfectitcd her 
both by words and aflions. She would not permit 
any of them to be fpoken ill of, no not even in jeft, 

but 
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but would have ihcm fpoken well of or e.>ccufed. Ehe 
laid, " Seeing we know nnoft certainly that Christ 
" is with us, we ouglit not to let (lip fo good an op- 
" portunity of treating with him, but ought, as often 
" as we can, to fet apart a good ("pace of time to be 
" with him, not employing our thoughts on any 
" thing elfe. This Ibe recommended very much, 
" faying, " If when he was in the wottd, outwardly, 
" fick people were cured only by the touch of his 
" garment, what doubt is there but that he will do 
" miracles, being within us, if we have a lively faith, 
" and that he will give us what we a(k him, as he 
" is in our lioufe ? He does not ufe to pay ill for his 
" lodging, if lie be well received and entertained, 
" Thfs il therefore a very good time for us to nego- 
" tiate with him, fince it pkafes him much that we 
" fhould keep him company." 

Shf. was very careful in making and keeping all 
things neat and handfome, which concerned the fer- 
vice of the holy Communion, as the altars, chalices, 
and the like, Amidfi all her virtues and fingular 
graces (he was fo humble, that (he took pleafure in 
manifeaing her faults, ever guarding againft any etti- 
mation of herfelf being cxpreded, cfpecially by per- 
fons of note and authority. For this purpole fhe 
kept jn her view her paft fms and inconftancies. She 
avoided as much as ihe eouldall the honourable offices 
of her houfe, chufing to be a Sijier Cenveife, and to 
fervc as fvich in the loweft and moft painful ofEces of 
the houfe-, with great joy alfo ferving her week in 
the kitchen, and doing every thing well therein. For 
many years (he was much proved with the abfencc 
or want of her Beloved ; fli= thought Ihe did nor de- 
ferve the comforts of his prefence : She then dc- 
lired only two things, firft, that he >«Biild keep her 
from finning againft him, and fecondSy, that he 
would affift her to labour and to fuffer for him. 
She faid, " Our Lord was a great lover of humility, 

" becaufe 



226 



APPENDIX. 



" becaufe-lie ranch lovcJ truth; and hiimiliiy is a 
" certain truth, which is to know the httlc t'lat wc 
" are, and that we have no good thing of ourftlves ; 
" And that there was no fear of huning citht-r foul 
" or body by it, but on the contrary mucl) real 
" profit every vsajr reaped from it." 

Hence file ftriflly charged her Religious, when they 
were blamed or accufed, nor to defend or excufe them- 
fclves, unlefs fome juft caufc required it, for tiiat 
God woLild fpeak for them ; " Aiid befides, all 
" things well confidered, we are not, faidjhe, blamed 
" v/ithout caufe, feeing ive are full of faults ; and if 
" thole be not in tis which are fatd of us, we have 
" many others. We have honour enough done us 
" that thofe we have are not fpoken of. The truty 
" humble ought to define to be meanly efteemed, and 
" to fubrait to be perfecuted even without caufe." 

From this profound humility, and knowledge of 
herfelf, proceeded her patience, and dcfire of fuf- 
fering fur J k s u s Christ; for how great foever 
her pains were, fhe always thought them too light in 
comparifon of what her fins deferved. In her bndv 
(lie fuffcred very grievous maladies, many of which 
lafted till her death, which ilie endured with wonder- 
ful patience. She even prayed that die might never 
be without pain.s, finding a fpiritual benefit refulting 
from them, driving her home to the good Phyfician 
there. They made a poor little bed for her, when 
file was fick in the hofpital-, hereupon She faid, " Oh, 
" my dear Lord, how fwcet and delicate is this bed, 
" compared with thy being on the crofs!" When any 
expreflcd a compaffion for her, fiie faid, " Don't 
" take pity of me, for my Loao endured much more 
" for me when he drank gall and vinegar." Christ 
taught her this virtue of defiring to fiifier for the love 
of God, faying unto her, " Doft thou think, my 
" Daiightei', that merit conCfts in enjoying i It dots 

" not 
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" not confift in that, but in labouring, fufl^ertng and 
" loving. Believe it, my Daughter, that he is moft 
" beloved of my Father to whoin he gives the greatelt 
" fuflerings, and a love correfponding therewith. In 
" what can I more fiicvv my love 10 thee, than in 
" willing for thee that which I have willed for my- 
" felf?" She always £at very little, and drank no 
wine. If her fuperiors and confeflbrs would have 
permitted her, fiie would have done extraordinary 
penances. 

Her affedion for holy poverty was indeed very 
rare. Hence fire greatly oppofed the foundations of 
monafteries which were to be rented, and willingly 
undertook fuch as were to live upon alms: And 
when there was the leaft provifion in the houfe flie 
was moft content. She defired that pover y fiioukl 
be ken in all things belonging to her monaflerics, 
remenibring that the Lob.p of the world had not a 
houfe, or place where to lay his head. " Oh 
" my God, faid pe, how little do fair or fumptuous 
" buildings conduce to the real benefit of the 
" fold!" 

She ufed ro fay that perfeflion confifts in this, that 
our will be conformed to that of God, to will that 
which he wills, whether it be fweet or bitter. " This 
" alone, faidjhe, is the true union with him, but the 
" too great fondnefs for fpiritual enjoyments is ra- 
" ther an union with felf-h'ji than with the will of 
" God." 

Returnino. from Buroos, on her arrival at her 
native place, flie had an afTurance in her own mind, 
that the Lord was about to condefcend » her ionging 
defires to be diffolved and to be with Christ. She 
continued inftant in prayer. Amongfl: other things 
file faid, " Oh my Lord, my Spoufe, the hour I 
" have fo much defired is now come. It is now time 
I i " '•-« 
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" that we fee one ar.otlier. It is what I Jong for ; and 
" may tliy holy Will be done. I miift now quit this 
" low mortal (late, and enjoy wjth thee what 1 have 
"fo nuicii defired." She often repeated certain vcrfes 
of the Pfalms, ^d particularly that half verfe, " A 
" humble and contrite heart thou wilt not defpife." 
So (lie continued in prayer, in great peace and tran- 
quiiity, till ihe rendered up her foul to her Creator ; 
Which was about nine o' clock at night, on the 4th 
of Oaober, the day immediately preceding the 15th, 
by reafon of the change of the calendar in the 
year 1582, Greoory XIll. being Pope, and Philjp 
II. King of Spaiit. She was canonized for a faint by 
Pope GitECORi- the XVth. Her fealt is annually ce- 
lebrated tlirougJi the whole church of Rome on the 
15 th of October. 



The LIFE of 

FRANCIS DE SALES, 

Bifliop and Prince of Geneva. 



THE writer of his life begins thus. " Heaven 
" made, a rich prefent to the World (on Thurf- 
" day the fixih of Augiift) m the year 1567, the 
" bijfiJi-day of blelfed Francis de Sales. His pa- 
" rents were bath eminent in virtue and blood." 
Aiid goes on ditjs. " He was botn in his feventh 
I* -niontli; by reafon liereof, he was lb tender that he 
i^ was kept the firft year wrapt in cotton, the nuries 
u > , . " not 



" not bcin? fufFered to touch him with their hands. 
" The chamber he was born in was dedicated to St. 
" FnANcrs DE Assize, and therefore he was called 
" Framcjs. His countenance was fo lovely, and his 
" behaviour fo modeft, that the fight of hiin railed 
" the idea or meditation of an angel's beauty." 

TriE firft impretnons given him were the fear cf 
fin, and the love of virtue. When he was of age to 
leave his father's houfe, he was lent to the college of 
Anntcy, and ihence to Park. At the age of twenty- 
threeor twenty-four years he commenced Dodior, vnth 
the approbation of 'twenty-eight Doctors, who knew 
not which to admire in him mod, whether his exten- 
five genius, or his exemplary piety. 

Os lii.s return into&t/cv, his father intended to intro- 
duce him into the parliament o( Ch/tmknj, not know- 
ing that God had chofen liim to labour for his glory 

in a more lacred fphere. He turned to M. Deage, 

his governor, and faid, / fee. Sir, that Gei calls me io 
follow him in the tajay of the mfs : J muft ubiy him. 
From that time his heart became fo in love with the 
holy crucified Jesus, that he defired nothing but the 
crois. He then difcovered his dcfire to his parents, 
and in al! humility begged their confent; which hav- 
ing obtained, he inftantly took the cafibck, confirmed 
his mind in the contempt of the world, grew more 
zealous in the fervice of God, at once took the lower 
orders and the firft of the holy ones-, acquitted him- 
fclf in fuch a manner therein, as to be judged fit for 
higher employments ; tlie provortlliip of the cathe- 
dral church of Geiie-Ja was given him, with exprefs 
commifTion to root herefy out of the roifctries of 
Chabkis, Gaillard and Termer. He fpent the days in 
preaching and catechifing thefe feduced fools, and the 
nights in imploring their converfton by prayers and 
penances. In adminiftring fpiritual nurture to others, 
he fofOt to allow corporal nourilhmcnt to himfelf. 
I i a He 
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He loft halt' his fleep by tlit frequent conferences lie 
had wuh herericks. It canno[ be exprefi'cd how hap- 
pily the people of this poor land were altered and 
improved by iiis care and vigilance; fo plentifully 
heaven bklled his labours! in two or three years he 
alinoft extirpated out of it that herely which for fe- 
venty years had been taking deep root in it. IVIon- 
fieur tie Grinier, bifliop of Gfneva, upon a certain 
knowledge which he had both of his virtue and abi- 
lities, cliole him for his coadjutor, and obtained the 
approbation of his choice at Ranc, by Pope Clement 
the eighth ; and a little after he was conlecrated bi- 
fliop of Geneva, To acquit himfelf worthily of this 
charge, he reibSved to take for his pattern St. Charles 
BoROHEUs; beginning, after his example, to refortn 
the clergy, to re-eftabiifti the ecckfiafticai ftate in its 
former fervor and piety, to furnilh the benefices with 
fit pcrfons, and to compofe a particular rittial. He 
laboured fo powerfully in reforming the manners of 
the laity, that the people of Geneva became altogether 
changed. He likcwife preached at Paris, to the 
great fatisfaiStjoii of all, and with fiich effedl that king 
Henrv IV. defired to detain him in France, pro- 
mifing him a better bifhoprick than that of Geneva. 
But he, having no relilli for fuch kind of honours and 
preferments, would not break his faith, which he had 
given to his firft Spoufe. From Paris he returned 
home, and employed himfelf more fervently than 
ever in his duties. 

' From the care of the perfcftion of worldly peo- 
jjle, he proceeded to the inflruflion of religious per- 
fons, and founded the Order of the Nuns of the Vi- 
fitation, whofe meeknefs, piety and charity revive, 
even at this day, the fpirit and memory of their 
founder. He received a command from the ]5ope to 
compofe the rules of this new order, which he did fo 
prudently as to be efteemed the inftrument of the 
Holy Ghoft, defigned for the eftablifhment of an Or- 
der 
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der fo honourable to the church of God. He took 
particular care of this order, fowing Such good (ccds_ 
by his pious labours, thaj from thetii he faw ihiits ot 
fanftity growing lip- The love of Goo poffeiied him 
entirely, and that of his neighbour made him keep a 
lift of all the bafhful poor in the town, whom he 
ptivatelv relieved. His love of holy poverty was fo 
great that, in imitation of St. Ch.irles BoROMius, 
he y.'ore one fuit of clothes mo"re than nine years, and 
chofe for his laft retreat a gardener's Iioufc, to the end 
he might die the more poorly. His chaftity, thotigh 
often affaulted by the enemy of mankind, was d- 
ways vifiorious : And he prdcrved his innocence in 
fha'rp trials, wherein others would have fuffered lliip- 
wreck. His humility was fucli that he thought hhii- 
felf happy in opportunities of inllrufting and fetving 
the meancit perfons, and every where fought the 
loweft place. His innocence was fo like that of a dove, 
that, by his difcourfe it was eafily judged what was m 
his heart; his mildnefs fo extraordinary, that one 
look of his hath gained many fouls to God ; his prayer 
fo fervent, and fo conftant,' that amongit his greateft 
employments he kept all the powers of liis Ibul united 
to God. In fine, his perfeSions were fo well known, 
that feveral popes have commended him-, the kings 
of France and Spain honoured hira, and all good pre- 
lates endeavour to imitate him. 

GoisG to Avignsn., in the fervice of the duke of 
Savoy, he took his laft leave of many of his friends. 
Being arrived at Lyons, he fell fick, and pafled out of 
this world to abetter, at eight o'clock at night, the 
twenty-eightli of December 1622, after he had lived 
fifty-five years, and had the overfight of ^i 
of GuTieva twenty-two, in the ftate of a matt 
and exemplary life. 

He left behind him fome pieces in French, the chief 
of which is his PMcilhea, or, IntreduBim to a Deumt 

Life, 



jie church 
innocent 
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Life, confifting of five parts, each containing a pood 
nunnber cf chapters: At the end he gives feme 
maxims of piety, out of which I liave fclcaed 
the iollowing, %ii2. 
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ceptable facriHces we can offer to him, who faved us 
by love and fuftering. 

Second. Towards our Neighbour. 



Some Choice MAXIMS, of PIETY, 



by F R A N C I S de S A L E S. 



Firfl. Toward GOD. 



I. t_r E, that covets not to love God, ftill more 
. .^"'^ rnore, never loves him enoucrh. Much 
of this divine exercife is not fufficienr to" him who 
would ftop there, as if he were fatisfied. 

^ 2. Let us be what God will, fo that we may be 
his ; and not be what wc will ourfelves, againft tlie 
will of God. 

3» There is nothing fo little, as to be flighted in 
the ftrvice of God. 

4. We muft never forfake God's fervice, nor re- 
frain from good works, whatever oppoCtion or ingra- 
titude we meet with : For whoever fceks God ought 
never to be difcouraged by the faults of men. 

5. Where God's will is accompiilhed, daily bread 
is never wanting. 

6. All our actions take their value from their con- 
formity to the will of God. 

7. The iovc of God and fiiffering are the moft ac- 

ceptable 



S, We cannot love our neighbour too much, but 
we may fbew our love too much. 
- 9. We muft never endure to hear evil Ipoken ot 

any, but of ourfelves. r ti, 

10. Wc muit never undervalue any perlon. ihe 
Workman Soves not that his work fhould be defpifed 
in his preftnce. Now Gon is every wiiere prefent, and 
every perfon is his Work. , ,■ , 

11. In matter of good works we muft fpeak little, 
and do much. 

! i. It is a great evil not to do good. 

1 3 The iuft man never dies unprepared; for he 
is vvek prepared who perfeveres in chriftian juftice to 
the end 



Towards Ourfelves. 



14, He that moft mortifies his natural inclinations 
receives moft of fupernatural infpirations. 

15, Meditate often on eternity; and accidents ot 
this mortal life will the lefs trouble you. 

16, All devotion is falfe which is incompatible 
with our profeffion. 

17, It is the great misfortune ot man to deiire 
to enioy thoi'e things which he Iliotild only iife._ 

18, There is tio belter way to end a true tpiritual 
life happily than daily to begin. 

,q. Who esped to have a fhare with Jeshs glori- 
fied, muft firft bear a fliare with Jesus crucified. 

ao. Our 



1 



234 APPENDIX. 

20. Otir free will is never fo free, as when it is de- 
voted to the will of God ; never fo much a flaye, as 
wlien we ferve our own lulh ; never alive but when 
it dies to itil-lf ; nor ever dead but when it lives to 
icidf. 

i 1 , Virtues never have their full growth, but when 
they bring forth defires of advancing; which, like 
fpiritual feeds, ferve to produce new degrees of 
virtues. 

22. V/e mud: never fpeak of God, or of things 
which concern his fervice, carelefslj', by way of dif- 
courfe or entertainment, but always with great reve- 
rence and humility of mind. 

23. Whatever holy aftion we do. we pleafe not 
God, except we do what he requires of us ; No more 
than 3 painter, in reprefenting an eagle, pleafes him 
who dcfired a bee. 

24. Being exercifed by probations we mud not 
grow impatient, but reft quiet in a humble and 
chearfu! refignation to the will of Goa. 

25. We fhall never have right peace with ourfeSves, 
but when we have peace with God. 

26. All our devotion muft nor be in our oratory, 
in the church, in meditations, good defires and pray- 
ers; btil we muft proceed to praflice; and remember 
to live according to the refoUitions we have made in 
the fervor of our devotion. 

27. In the houfe of the juft man every thing is 
bufy. There is nothing unprofitable or flothful. 

2S. Reafon, inverted with mildnefs and gentlenefs, 
has great force and luftr.e ; but with rage and choler 
it lofts both. 

29. We ought not to difquiet outfelves in our trials 
and infirmities ; but glory rather in our weaknefs, to 
the end that God's power may appear iii us, fupport- 
ing it againft the force of Temptation. 

50. The man who refers himielf wholly to God is 
eniibled thereby to do many good deeds; and render- 
ins 
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ing fiithfuUy all honour to him, it is incredibfe what 
wonders God works by that man's means. 

31, The fpirit of a good rhan does not ftrive to 
Undertake much, or to make 3 great noife and lliew ; 
but, in all plainnefs and fincerity, he iabours to do 
well what he undertakes, and that purely for the love 
of God. 



Difcourfe of Dr. T a u l e r u s with a 
Beggar. 



A Great Divine prayed to God, during the fpace 
of eight years, that he would be gracioufly 
pleafcd to direft Him to a man who might teach him 
the true way to heaven. It was faid to him at length, 
" Go to fuch a church porch, and there thou Ibalt 
" find a man, who will inftruft thee in thefpirltual life.'"" 
Accordingly he went, and found a poor beggar very 
■meanly clad. He iaiuted him in thefe words, " Gop 
" give yoti a good day, my friend. The |iaor mih 
" anfwered, " Sir, , I do hot remember' tn-at I-evcv 
" had an evil day." The doftor faid to him, ;" God 
" give" you a good and happy life." " Wliy fay ^'o^ 
" that?" replied the beggar; " I never was urthappy," 
" Goo bkfs you, my friend," faid the doftor, " Pray, 
" tell me what you mean." He replied, " That! 
" ftiall willingly do. T told you firft, I never had an 
" evil day ; for when I have hunger, 1 praife Gon; if 
" it rain, hail, fnow or freeze, be it fair or foul ; or 
« if I am defpifed or ill-ofed, I return Goa thanks ; 
" fo never had an ill day : Nor have I ever been un- 
*' happy, fmce 1 have learned always to refign myfelf 
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" to his will, being very certain of tliis, that all his 
" works are perfeSly good : And therefore I never 
" delire any thing elfe but the good pleafiirc of Gou." 
Then faid the doflor, " Btit what if the good plea- 
" fure of God fliouU be to caft you hence into hell ?" 
" Jf be would do fo," replied the other, " I have t^vo 
" arms to embrace him with ; the one whereof is i 
" profound humility, by which I am united to his 
" holy hummity ; the other is love or charity, which 
" joins me to his divinity. Embraced with thefe two 
" arms he would defcend with me tliithcr, if thither 
" he ordered me : And there I had infinitely rather 
" be with him, than in paradife widiout him." Here- 
by the doflor learned th.'it a true refjgnation to the 
divine will, accompanied with profound humility qf 
heart, is the fhorteft way to attain God's love. 

ArTEE that, he afsedhim again from whence he came. 
The poor man anfwcred, pon feiit hint. The doflor 
inquired of him inhere he feund God. He replied, 
" 1 found him when I had renouticed all the crea- 
f tures." " And where did you leave him ?" faid 
the dodcr. He replied, "' With the poor in fpirit, 
" the pure in heart, and men of charity. " But who 
" are you ?" fays the divine. '^ I am a king," fays 
the beggar. " Where is your kingdom ?" fays the 
former. " In my foul," fays the latter; Ihave learned 
" to bring into ftibjection, and to govern, my fenfes, 
" as well outward as inward, with my affedions and 
" paffions, which kingdom is undoubtedly fuperior 
•' to all the kingdoms of this world." The doftor 
then alked him by what means he had attained to 
fuch perfeftior.. He anfwered, " By filence, vigi- 
" lance, meditation, prayer, and the union I had with 
" God. I could find no fure repofe, or comfort, in 
" any creature of the world ; by means whereof I 
" found out my God, who will conifort roe world 
il without end. Jmen. 

'.fi. COM- 
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Comparative View of the Lives of St. 
Teresa and M. Goion. 



THEY were both favoured with early inclination j 
to piety, which they loft in vanity, when fall- 
ing in with vain affociates, and fond of romances. 
They were fecretly finitten for their riefeSion, and 
then turned 10 the Loan. Their beft inclinations re- 
vived, when they were linked in clofe frieiid.*hip with 
the wife and virtuous. Thefe obfervations inerit the 
folid regard of fnch as are young. We may remark 
from them both, that a fincere and ardent love of 
God, in every nation, produces the good fruits of de- 
votion of the Sou! to him, humility toward itfdf, cha- 
rity toward others, diligent exertion of its faculties in 
his fervice, in promoting his love in others, a fteady 
and patient walking in the path of duty, which the 
fnanifeftiitiim of hh fpirit difcovers, tiicrein enjoying 
communion with him, and thus ffceering through life 
to a glorious eternity. 

I MUST In the next place acknowledge, that though 
M. Gujos was among the Papifts ftigmatized for an 
heretic, and TiitESA canonized for a faint, I think the 
life of the former iporc Worthy of efteem, for thefe 
reafons, niiz. ^ 

I. Teresa went sway, and drew her brother with her, 
to enter each into a convent, without their father s. 
confent. Though in the Romilh church inch an aaion 
pafs for meritorious, and from hence I don't find 
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that fhe ever after condemned it : Yet I account it a 
violation of the law of God, and a pernicious exam- 
ple to families. 

2. Teresa's labour feems to be in the founding of 
monafteries, wherein flie obtained the favour of the 
Pope, and King of Spahi, &c. But M. Giuon's, in 
promoting a more ujiconfined, extenfive and univerfal 
piety on the open ftagc of the world, both among the 
loweft ranks, and fuch as, in the world's ellimation, 
were in high life. This drew on her the wrath of 
the popilli prieflhood ; But the Lord was on her fide j 
and (he fang his praifcs \n the priCon-houfe. 

3. M. Guion's fixed converfion to God began ear- 
lier, and continued longer, than Teresa's. The for- 
mer lield about fifty years ; the latter but little more 
than half that time, if fo much. 



Sms NOTES omilted iit their proper pieces. 

I. RenlkSs, fpage i iz) were a congregation of re- 
formed i'«»«7M?w,'' called alfo Friars mimr, of Si. 
Frauds of the Slriff Oifervame ; eftajplifhed about the 
year 1530, by Pope Clement VII. 

2," Bermiites or Barmbites (pages 117 and 124) 
were a Monaftic Order, faid to be fo called from the 
church of St. Bantaias at Milan in Italy, where they 
were firfl: eftablifhed in 1533. They profcfs St. Fad 
for their patron, and call themfelves Canons (or Re- 
gulars) of St. Paul 

3. St. B-rt/;«Hj (page 124.) and St. Edms{p%z^ 132) 
I don't find, no mare than many other popifli faints 
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we hear and read of, who were only honoured as fuch 
in the particular places where they had lived, or had 
been known. 

4. Janfinifin, (page 149) The doctrine of Cornelius 
Janfeii, commonly called Janfinitts BiQiop of Tpres, in 
Flanders, refpefting Grace and free-will. This doc- 
trine was publiflied, after his death, in 163S, in a 
book entided AuguJUnus, and by the Biihops of Francd 
was reduced into five Propofitions. 

The 1 ft was. That fome commands of God are im- 
poifibk for righteous men to accomplifli, the 
Grace being withheld by which they fhpuld be 
enabled to perform them. 

ad. A man never refifts Inward Grace, &c. 

The Janfenifis appear to have been pretty nume- 
rous in fome parts of the Frencb territories, but in a 
private way; not animated by that noble principle, 
which alone enables to maintain the truth with chrif- 
tian boldnefs ; and to ftand the aifaults of oppofiiion, 
in its defence, 
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From her leaving FRANCE 
Till her Return to it. 
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The apoftolic ftate defcribed ; 



its nature and 
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effefts. 

XVIil. Of a fct of Friars that violently perfecuted 
thofc who led a fpiritual life, through the txercife 
of prayer, of which kind we here meet with bright 
examples ; and how fome of the very fame order of 
friars became 'jealous to promote and encourage the 
fpirit ot prayer. How M. GuioN was made the mo- 
ther of many children in Christ. 
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retired . With fundry other occurrences, 

,n?^ff^- ^", ^'"""^ f ^''''"'' "^^^"^ '^e 's kindly 
and afftaionately treated ; and efpeciaily by Ehe Bi- 
ftop, who jvas fo much edified wkh her convert- 

thTre '"^ '"^ '''' ^""^^ ^°'^ '° '^"'''" ''^ 

to condtia M GuioK thither. Sorrowful part- 
ing of the Biftop of Ferceil with them. They go to 
fte the Marchionefs of Prumi who. by thdr enco,! 
ragement eftab ilhes .n hofpital, as M. G>;.o« had 
done at Gremik. At Chamierry they met with F 
lA MoTHE their bitter perfecutor. tJioiio-h here he 
put on a fmooth and deceitful counten°ance. All 
alozig the road they had a fenfe of the perfecution 
awamng chem at Paris. Some wanted to perfuade 
them toftop, and not return thither; but they thou<.ht 

11 t"J u "^ '" e°. to fuffer whatever might °be 
allotted them. ^ 
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To the SECOND PAR T. 



• CONTAINING, 

A Lively and Affefling NARRATIVE 

O F 

The Life of Michael de Molinos, the ra- 
pid Progrefs of Quietism (with which M. 
GtTioN afterwards was charged, and under 
that charge impfifoned.) The oppofition of 
the Jesuits thereto, feconded by the King 
of France, and his Ambaflador at Rome Car- 
dinal D' Etrees, and of Molinos being 
put into the Prifon of the Inquijition, where 
he ended his days. 

Taken out of a CoUeftion of Pieces, in French, 
Concerning Quietism. 

Printed at Amsterdam, in iMDclxxxthi. 
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PART II. 

CHAP. I. 



I WENT ofF, in a ftrange renunciation, and. in 
great fimplicity, fcarce able to render the rea- 
fon of what made me in fiich a manner quit my 
family, which I moft tenderly loved, being without 
any pofitive afllirance, ya hoping even agmnji hope it/elf. 
I -went to the new Catholicks at Paris, where Provi- 
dencc wrought wonders to conceal me. They ftnt for 
the Notary, who had drawn up the contraci of en- 
gagement. When he read it to me, 1 felt fuck a 
repugnance to it, that I could not with patience 
hear it to the end, much lefs (ign it. The Notary 
wondered at it ; and much more fo, v.hen Sifter 
Garnibr came in, and told him herfelf, that there 
Keediine toniraB of engtigcmerti , I was enabled throuwh 
divine adlftance, to put my affairs in very great order, 
and to write fundry letters by the infpi ration of the 
Spirit of God, and not my own fpirit. This was 
what I had never experienced befote. But what was 

given 
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given me at that time only as a beginning, has Cncc 
been given me with much mon? force and perfec- 
tion, as I iball relate in the fequel. 

I HAD two domcfticks, whom it was very diffi- 
cult for me to difcharge, a.s I did not chink to take 
them with me. If I had left them, they would have 
told of my departure; and I Ihould have been lent 
after ; as I was, when it was known. But God fo or- 
dered it that thcv were willing to follow me : They 
were of no ufc to me, and foon after returned into 
France. I took with me alfo my little dauglitcr, and 
two maids to ferve us both. We fet off in a boat on 
the river, though 1 had taken places in the ftage- 
coach, in order that, if they fearched for me in it, 
they might not find mc, I went to M^lun * to wait 
for it there. 

1 r was furprifing that, in this boat, thj child with- 
■ out knowing what ilie did, could not forbear making 
croflTes, employing a perfon to cut her bulrullies tor that 
purpofe She then put round me, all over, more than 
three hundred of them. I let her do it, and inwardly 
apprehended that it was not witliout a myftery that 
the did it. With it was given an interior certanity 
that I was going to meet with croffes in abtindance; 
and that this child vis.%fiwing the crofs, for me m reap 
it Sifter Garnier who faw, that, whatever efforts 
they made for it, they could not hinder her tram co- 
vering me with crolTes, faid to me. " What that child 
" does appears to be myfterious ;" then ftie faid to her, 
" My pretty Uttle maid, put fome croffcs on mc too-'^' 
She replied, " No -, they are for my dear mother.^ 
She Eave her one to ftop her importunity, then conti- 
mied'putting more on me : After winch ilie dehred 
fome river-flowers, which were there on the water, to 

• M/m is a town on the river V-i M. ""i'" fourh-calt Froni 
TArii, which city alfo ftands on the fame riv7i . 
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be given her ; and making a bonnet of ihem, fte put it 
on my head, and faid to me, "After tiie crofs you 
wdlbe crowned." I admired all this in fdence, and 
offered myrelf up to the pure love of God as a viaim, 
free and willing to be facrificed to him. * 

Some time before my departure, a religious woman, 
who IS a true laint, and a particular friend of mine, re- 
ared to me a viHon ilie had Ijad rcfpeftiiig me. She 
laid She law my heart furrotmded with thorns j that 
our Lonn appeared in it well pjeafed ; that, though 
the thorns ieemed likelv to tear it, yet, inftead of 
doing that, tncy only rendered it fairer, and our 
'• i..oKD s approbation the ftionirer." 

In niy way, at C<irM, f 1 met with the prieft 
vThom God had firft madeufe of, fo powerfully to draw" 
"ic to his love. He approved of my defign to leave all 
for the LosQ; but he thought I fliould not be well 
futted with the new Catliolicks. He told nie fomc 
particular things of them, to (hew that our views 
were mcompat.ble. He gave me a caution not to 
!a them know that I walked in the Inward path ; that 
It IdKl, Imuftexpeftnothing but perfecutions from 
them. Bvx it is m vain to contrive to hide when 
God leesic beft for us to fufter, and when our wills '.re 
iKtcrly refi|ned to him, and totally paffid into his 
7,c - ,, ^'"S<^^ "^'^ine lovers ! thou ftruck on thy- 
lelt, m all the jtiftice of God : And this foul devoted to 
imitate, anci to be conformable to thee, bein" clothed 
with thy righteous indignation againft its own tranf- 
greffions, ftnkes an itfelf m thy juftice. Oh admira- 
ble thing only known by experience ! 

•Tils Jiitle danghttr lived to bemamed to the Count ns 
Y^i'x, as weihillfce in thellldpart Chap, xi, 

^J^C-fcV a little town onlh.: river %™, ,i m^K fouth from 

At 
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At Paris I gave the new Catholicks all the money 
I had. I rcferved not to myfelf a fingle penny, rcjpic- 
ing to be poor after the example ot Jtsus Christ. I 
brought from home nine thouland Hvres : As by my 
donation I had not relerved it to myfelf, i^t has return- 
ed to my Children, but none of it to me, which 
gives me no trouble ; for poverty, thus procured, 
makes my riches. The reft I gave entirely to the 
lifters who were with us, as well to I'upply their tra- 
velling cxpences, as for their beginning to btiy furni- 
ture. I did not relervc fo much as my linen for my 
own ufe, putting it in the common lepoficory. I had 
neither a locked coffer, nor purfe. I had brought 
but little linen for fear of millruft ; and kfl, in wann- 
ing to carry ofi' clothes, I (hould have been difcover- 
ed. My perfecutors have not failed to report that I 
had brought great lums from home, which I had im- 
prudently expended, and given to the relations of 
father la Combe, which is as falfe, as it is true that I 
had not a penny ; and that, on my arrival at Amieiy, 
a poor man alking alms, I, having nothing clfe, gave 
hiin the buttons from my fleeves. At another time 
I gave a poor man a little ring, quite plain, in 
the name of Jesus CnEfsT, wliieh I had worn as a 
token of my ma triage with him. 

We joined the flying coach at Me!mi, where I left 
Sifter Garnier, and went on with the other fifters, 
with whom I had no acquaintance. Though the car- 
riages were very fatiguing, though I got no fleep thro' 
fo long a journey, and was fo tender that want of 
Ceep uled to give me a fit of ficknefs ; and though my 
daughter, a very tender child, only five years of age, 
got fcarce any flcep, yet we bore fo great a fatigue 
without falling fick by the way -, and this child had not 
an hour's uneafincfa, though Ihe was only three hours 
in bed every night. Goo only knows both the facrifices 
which he induced me to make, and the joy of my 
heait in facrificing every thing to bjm. Had I king- 
M m • doaM 
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doms and empires, metliinks I fhoiild offer them up 
with ftill more joy, Eo give iiim tJTc higher niarits (tf 
my love. But is it a quitting any thing to quit it for 
him ? 

As foon as we arrived at the inn, I ■went to clnirch 
ro pay due honour to my Saviour, and ftayed there 
till dinner time. In the coach my divine love had' 
carried on with me, and in nic, a cocverfation which 
the others were not capable of; and the chearftil- 
nefs I ftewcd, even in the niidft of the greatefl: dan- 
gersj encouraged them. I even fang Ibngs of joy 
at feeing tnyielf difengaged from the riches, honours 
and entantflements of the world. God in fuch a man- 
ner procefted us, that he feemed to be to us a pillar af 
fire liy night, and a pillar of it cloud by day. We palled 
over a very dangerous fpot between Lyons * and 
Cbamhery. Our carriage broke at coming out of it. 
Had it happened a litik iboner, we mull have perifli- 
ed. 

We arrived at Anmcy on MagiaM% eve 1 68 j : 
And on hiagdakiH day the bifhop of Geneva faid mafs 
for us, at the tomb of St. Francis de Sales. There 
1 renewed my fpiritu.il marriage with my redeemer^ 
as I did every year on this day. There alio I honour- 
ed the remain.^ of that Saint, with whom our Lord 
gives ine a fmgular union. I fay union : For it ap- 
pears to me that the foul in God is united with the 
faints, and the more fo as they are more conformable 
to him : And it is an union of unity which it pleafes 
God fometimes to revive, and awaken' in the foul for 
his own glory; at fuch times thofe faints are rendered 
hiore intimately prefent to that foul in God himfelf r 

* £poft.r, capital of Lysnuis^ at tile confluence of the rivers Rlnns 
and Sam^, a city of very great trade, containing 1 1 parilhes, 
and fibouc 90,000 inhabitants, 22 ^ miles S. E.from i'iim, and 
4; miles W. from Chaniirj the capital city of Sa'voj, which lafl 
is 45 miles S. from Gem^a. 

• •• ■ And 
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And this revival is as it were an intercourfe' of friend 
with friend, in him who unites them all with one im- 
mortal tie. Generally all continues hid with Jesu.- 
CiiRisT in God. 

That day we left Atmeey ; and on the next went to 
hear mafs at Gsnsvit, at the houfe of the French rcfi- 
dent. I had much joy at being at the communion ; 
and it feemed to me as if there God more powerfidly 
united rae to himfelf. And there I pi'sycd to him 
tor the converfion of that great people. That even- 
ing we arrived late at Ga-, where we found only four 
walls ; though the Bifhop of Geneva had aiTured us 
that the houfe was furnillied, as undoubtedly he be- 
lieved it to be. We lodged at the houfe of the fiflers 
of the charity, who were fo kind as to give us their 
beds. 

I WAS in great pSn of mind for my daughter, who 
vifibly fell away. I had a llrong defire to place her 
with the Ursulines at tmon. My heart was fo affefted 
on her behalf, that I could not forbear weeping in 
fccret for her in bed. Next day I faid, " I would 
" take my daughter to tomn, and leave her there, 
'' till I fiiould fee how we might be accommodatesi 
" here," They oppofed it ftrongly, after a manner 
wiiich fceracd very hard-hearted, as well as ungrate- 
ful, feeing ihe was jtift worn away to a ikeleton. I 
looked upon the poor cliild as ^ viftini, whom I had 
imprudently facriSced, I writ to Father la Cokee, 
increatinghim to come to fee me, to confult together 
thereupon ; tiiinking I could not in confcience keep 
her in this place any longer. Several days paflcd 
without my Jsaving any anfwer. In the mean time I 
became refigned to the wi!l of God, whetlicr to have 
fuccour or not. 
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OUR Lord who took pity on the lamentable con- 
dtiion of my daughter, fo ordered it, that the 
Billiop of Geneva writ to Father la Comej!, to come 
as Ipeediiy as pofTibie to fee us, and to conlble lis. 
As loon as I faw that father, I was furprifcd to feel an 
interior grace, wliich I may call Commu-nic-ition; 
and fuoh as [ had never had before with any perfon. 
It feemed to me that an influence of Grace came 
from him to me, throiigb the innermoft of the fuiii ; 
and returned from me to him, inTuch fort that he felt 
the fame cffeft. Like a tide of grace it caufed a finx 
and reflux, flowing on into the divine and invifible 
©cean. This is a pure and holy union, which God alone 
operates, and which has ftill fubfifted, and even in- 
ereafed betwixt us It is an union exempted from all 
weaknefs, and from ail felf-intereft, which caufcs 
thofe, who are bleHed with it, to rejoice in the willinn- 
and patient fuffcrings for Chhtst, both of themfelves 
and of their near and dear friends; an union which 
has no need of the prefence of the body; which at cer- 
tain times abfence makes not more abfcnt, nor prefence 
more prelcnr ; an union unknown to all men but fuch 
as are come to experience it ; Nor can it ever be ex- 
perienced but betwixt fuch fotih as are unitpfi to 
God. As I had never before felt an union of this 
fort with any one, it appeared to me then quite new, 
having never heard tell of the Hke, It never o-ave 
me any doubt of its being from God •, for, far from 
turning away the mind from hini, it tended to draw 
it niore deeply into him. It diffipated all my pains; 

and 
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and fixeti my whole foul in the moft profound tran- 
quility . 

God tJive him at firft much opennefs toward me. 
I-Ie related to me the mercies God had (hewed him, 
and feveral extraordinary things, which gave me at 
firfl: fome fear. I fufpeded fome iUufion, efpecially 
in fuch things as Hatter, in regard to the future ; little 
apprehending ther, that God would make ule of me 
to tiraw him from this (late, and bring him into tliat 
of naled faith. But the grace, which flowed from him 
into my foul, recovered me ftom that fear, as I faw 
it joined with extraordinary humility; and that, far 
from being elevated with the gifts which God hat! 
Hbcrally conferred on him, or with his own profound 
learning, no pcrfon could have a lower opinion of 
himfelt'' than he had. He told me, " As to my 
" daughter, it would be heft for me to take her to 
" 1'cnan, where he thouglit llie would be very ■well 
" placed." And as to myfelf, after I had mentioned 
to him my dillike to the manner of life of the new 
Catholicks, he told me, " that he did not think that 
" it would be my proper place to be long with them -, 
" but that it wouM be beft for me to flay there, free 
" from all engagements, till God, by the condudl 
" of his providence, (liotild make known to me how 
" he would difpofe of me, and draw my mind to the 
" place whither he would have me to remove." I had 
already begun to wake regularly at mdmght, in order 
to pray. At this time I awaked with thefe words 
fuddenly put imo my mind, " It is written ot me, I 
" will do thy will, oh God." This was accompanied 
with fuch 1 flow of grace, fo pure and penetrating, 
that I never had had any more fweet and powertid. 
And here I may remark, that the ftate of my foul 
was already permanent in newnefs of life ; but this new 
life was not yet in that immutability which it has fmce 
been in. To fpeak properly, it was a beginning life 
and a rifing day, which goes on ever sncrealing till 

the 
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the meridian of glory; a day which has no more 
night ; a life which fears no more death, not even 
.', . in death itfdf; becaiijc he who has fiifftred the firft 

1.1'']' aeath, fhallnomorebehiirtof ihefreond. From Md 

miht I continued on my knees till four o'clock in the 
morning, m prayer, in a fvveefrintercourfe with God 
and aid the fame alfo the night following. ' 

Next day, after mafj, Father t a CoMEf; told me, 
that he had had a very great certainty that I was a 
Hone which God defigned for the foundation of a <rreat 
building. But what that building was he knew no 
more than [. After whatever manner then it is to be 
whether his divine Majefty wiO make nfe of me in this 
lire, for feme defign known to himfclf onlv-, or will 

VrnrTc'fr^r"! ''^ S^^ ^'''''"' "' ''=^ ""' »"d heavcnlv 
JERUSALEM, it feems to me that Rich ftojje can- 
not be poliflicd, but bv the ftrokes of the hammer - 
and that our Lord has given to this ibui of mine the 
qnahties of the ftone, viz. firmnefs, a refignalion, like 
infeniibihty, to endure hardnefs and the operations of 
his hand. 

I THEN carried my little daughter to the Ursulines 
at •Tonon. That poor child took a vaft fondnefs for 
Pather la Comb{, faying, " He is a good father, one 

from God." Here I found a hermit, whom they 
called Brother Anselm. He was one of the greateft 
fandiiy of any that has been feen of a long time. 
He was from Gtmva -, and God had drawn him from 
thence after a very miraculous manner, at twelve 
years of age. He had (with the permiffion of the 
Cardinal, at that time Archbilhop of Jix in Pnvmce) 
at nineteen years of age taken the habit of hermit of 
St. AuGusTisjE. He lived all alone (except one other 
hermit living with him) in a little hermitage, where 
they faw nobody but fuch as came to vilit their chapel. 
He had lived tweSve years in this hermitage, never 
eating any thing but piilfe with fait, and fometimes 

oil. 
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oii. Three times a week be Sived only on bread and 
water. He never drank wine, and generally made 
but one meal in twenty -four honrs. He wore for a 
fhirt a coarfe hair-cloth, and lodged on the birc 
ground. He lived in a continual ft.ite of prayer, and 
in the greateft hun-iility. Geo had done by him many 
fignal miracles. 

This good hermit had a great fenfe of the defigns 
of God on Father la Combe and me. But God 
fhewed him at the fame time that ftrange croffes were 
preparing for us both, and that we were both deftined 
for the aid of fouls. I did not find, as I expeded, 
any fit place for ray daughter at toncn. in regard to 
her, I thought myfelf like Ahttham, when going to 
facrlBce his fon. Father la Comhe, accolting me 
here, faid, " Welcome, daughter of Ahrahsm i" I 
found little encouragement to leave her there, and 
could ftiil worl'e keep her with myfelf, becaufe we had 
no room ; and the little girls, whom they took to 
make Catholicks, were all mixed with us, and had 
contraflcd fuch habits as were pernicious. To leave 
her there I thought not right. The language of the 
country, where fcarce any one iinderftood French, and 
the food, which flie cotUd not take, being fo far dif- 
ferent from ours, were great hardfliips. All my ten- 
dernelsfor her was awakened, and I looked on myfelf 
as her deftroyer. I experienced what Hacar fuffered, 
when flie put away her fon Ishmael in the defart, 
that fhe might not be forced to fee him perilli. I 
thought, if I had ventured to expofe myfelf, I ought 
at lead: to have fpared my daughter ; as the lofs of 
her education, and even of her life, appeared to me 
inevitable. Every thing looked black in regard to 
her. 

I thought that, with- her natural difpofition and 
line qualities, flie would have Jliined and attraded 
admiration, if educated in France, and been likely to 

have 
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have had fuch offers for marriage, as !ht could never 
hope to mee;: with in this poor country; in which if 
(he llmiild recover, ilis would never be likely to be 
fit for any thing. Here fhe could ear nothirio- of 
what was gat for her. All iicr fubfiftcnre was ™lv 
lome fpoonnjls of uiipleafant and difat^recable broth 
which I forced her to take againft her wili. I fc-emcd' 
like a ftcond Abraham, holding the knife over her to 
deftroy her. Our Lord would have me make a fa- 
crifice to Ivim, without £iny confolaiion, plunged in 
lorrow ; and night was tlie time which gave vent to it 
He made me fee, on one fide, the grief of he- 
grand-mother, if fl,e fiioiild hear of her death, which 
fhe would impute to ray taking the child away from 
her; and the great reproach i: would be accounted 
among a!! the family. The gifts of nature ihe was 
endowed with were now like pointed darts which 
pierced me. 1 believe that God fo ordered it, to pu- 
rify me from a too human artachmetit, which was rtiU 
fo ready to ilick clofe to me. For after I returned 
from the Uesulin'^s at Toimn, they changed her man- 
ner of diet, and gave her what was fuftable to her 
delicacy ; whereby, in a Ihort time, fiie finely reco- 
vered. 
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As foon as it was known in France, that I was "One 
oft'i out of it, there was a general outcry. iTiofe 
Wlio attacked me, with the mod violence upon it, 
were the human fpirituaiifts s Father de l.i IVIoths 
who writ to me, that ail pcrfons of learning and 
piety, of '{he gown and of the fword, united in cen- 
iuring mc for it. To alarm me ftill more, he in- 
formed me that my mother-in-law, with wham I had 
trufted my younger fon and my children's fublfancc, 
wa: fallen into a ftate of childliood. This however 
was very falfe. 

I ANSWEEED all thefc thundering letters as the 
fpirit diGatcd. My anfwers were thought very juft, 
and were well rcliflied, whereby thofe violent excla- 
mations were foon changed into appiaiifes. Father la 
MoTHE appeared to change his cenfures of me for 
elteeni ; Yet it did not hold long. Self-intereft threw 
him back again; being difappointed in his hopes of 
a penfion, which he expeded I would have fettled 
on him. Alfo Sifter GarnieHj whatever was her 
reafon, changed and declared agatnfi; me. 

Here Iboth eat and flept little. The food whiah 
Wits given us was rotten and full of worms, by reafon 
of the great heat of tlie weather, and being kept too 
long; infonrach that what I fliould have formerly be- 
held with abhorrence now 'became my only_ nourith- 
ment ; and yet every thing was rendered cafy to me. 
N n In 
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In God I found, with incrcafe, every thing whicli I hat! 
loft for him. That fpirir, which once 1 thought I 
had loft in a ftrange flupidity, was reftorcd to me 
with inconceivable advantages. I was aftoniilied at 
it mylelf. 1 found there was nothing which it was 
not fit for, or in which it did not fuccced. Thofe 
who obferved it faid, " I had a prodigious capacity." 
I Vfell knew that I had but a poor olie ; but that in 
Gon my fpirit had received a quality which it bad 
never had before. I thought I experienced fomething 
of the llat£ which the Apoftles were in, after they 
had received the holy Ghoft, I knew, I comprehended, 
1 underftood, I was enabled to do every thing I'cqui- 
fite. I had every fort of good thing, and no want of 
any thing. I remembered that finepaffas;e of wifdom, 
j^l! goad things cams m me with hsr. Wiidom of Sol. 
vii. ii. When Jisus Christ the eternal wifdorn is 
formed in the foul, after the death of the firft Adam, 
it finds in him all good things communicated to it. 

Some time after my arrival at Gex, the Blfliop of 
GfflCTrtcameto fee us. I fpoke to him with great 
opcnnefs, and with the fervency of tJie fpirit which 
conduftetl me. He was (b clearly convinced, and fo 
much afiffted, that he could not forbear to exprefs it. 
He opened his heart to nie on what God had required 
from him. He confefled to me his own deviation and 
infidelity. Every time, wlien I fpoke to him, he en 
tred into what I faid, and acknowledged it to be the 
truth; as. indeed it was the fpirit of truth which in- 
fpired me to fpeak to him, without which I ihould 
be only a mere funpleton. And yet as loon as they, 
who fouglii for pre-eminente, and could not fuffer 
any good but what came from ihemfelves, fpoke to 
him, he was lb weak as to let himfclf be impofed on 
with impreffions againft the truth. This foible, 
with others, have hindered him from doing all the 
good, which otherwife fie might have done in his dio- 
cefe. 

ArTER 
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After I had fpoken to him, he faid, " he had it 
" in his mind to give me Father la Co.wee for direc- 
'* tor; that lie was a man illuminaEed of God, who 
" well underftood the inward path, and had a fin<;u!ar 
" gift of pacifying fouls." Thefe were his own words. 
Greatly was 1 rejoiced, when the Bifliop gave tnc him, 
feeing thereby his authority united with the grace which 
already feemcd to have given him to me, by an union 
and eliufion of fupernatural life and love. The fatigues 
1 had, and watchings with my daughter, threw me 
into a violent malady, attended with exqviifite pains. 
The phylicians judged me in danger, and yet the 
.Sifters of the houfe quite negleded me ; Efpecially 
fee who had the care of the oeconomy of it was fo 
penurious, that fhe did not give me what was necef- 
fary to fuftain life. I had not a penny to help myfetf 
with, as 1 had referved nothing to myfelf. And be- 
fide, they at that time received all the ruoney which 
was remitted me from France, which was very con- 
fuierable. 7'ht)S I praftifed poverty, and was in tie- 
cefljty with thofc to whom I had given all. They writ 
to Father l.i Combe, defiring him to come to me, to 
receive my confelTion. He, on hearing of my con- 
dition, was fo moved with charity, as to walk on foot 
all night, it being eight great leagues. No otherwife 
did lie travel ; in that, as in every thing befide, imi- 
tatingour Lord Jesus Christ. * 

As foon as he entered the houfe, my pains abat- 
ed ; And when he had entered my chamber, and 



* Singfy 'devoted ta Terve God, and faichfal to the Tiglit of 
duty which, in the Und of darktiefs, was given him. Father LA 
Com BE appears to have been a laborious good man in his fiation, 
not ftiunning the crofs^ or Ihriiiking from perfecutions ; and at 
laS forhb fidelity thrown into prifoii. where, fo far as appears, he 
ended his days. [ regret that we have no other than that Popilh 
name left whereby to fpeak of liiai. What is the deflgn of pro- 
per names being given, if mpoin or fstjhisn is thus allowed to ob' 
literate, and render them entire!)^ ofelefs .^ 
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blefflcl me, laying hk hands oil my head, I was per- 
Uaiy cured, to the great admiration of ray pliviici- 
ans ; who being of a difti-rent religion, were not 
willing to acknowledge the miracle; bcini; not well 
pkaJed, when they knew that we were come to draw 
back from error fiich as Ihould bedifpofed, or prevail- 
ed on to return from it. Thefe fiters themfelves 
adviied mt to go to my daughter, to take milk for 
a fortnight, father la Comre returned with me in 
the fame boat. A violent ftorm arofe on the lake 
which made me very fick, and feemed likely to over- 
Tn the boat. But the hand of providence remarka- 
bly appeared in our favour; for thouglj the wavps 
grew more boifterous, yet they no more toudied the 
boat but broke at above a foot diftance i"rom it, 
which was taken notice of by the mariners and paiTen- 
|er,,, who looked upon Father la Combe as a faint. 
1 hus we arrived at ?««;;, where I found myfelf fo ner- 
ieflly recovered, that, inftead of making and ulinrr 
the remedies I had propofed, I went into a retreat"! 
and flayed there twelve days. In this retreat I made 
yows ot perpetual cb^JlUy, poverty and okdieme, to wit, 
readily to obey whatever 1 Ihould believe to be the 
will aiUoD, alfo to obey the church, and to honour 
jEstJs Christ m fuch a manner as he pleafed. 

At this time I found th« I h^d the perfea chafiity 
oMove to God, mine being without any referve, di- 
vision, or vKw of intereft ; ferfeB poverty, by the 
total privation of every thing that was mine, both in- 
S^ardly and outwardly ; perfla .hedknce (, the wiU of 
OoD, fuimffim to thi church, and homur to Jesus 
Christ m loving himfejf only; the elFea of which 
foon appeared. When by the loft of ourfehe! we are 
pa ed into God, and returned into our origin, our 
will IS made one and the fame with that of Goo, ac- 
cording to tiie prayer of Christ, « As thou Fatlier 

M k"-'" "^.l' I"'' ^ '" '''*^' S''^"' 'l^^t thev alfo may 
. bemus. Johnxvii. ti. Oh it is then that the 
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v.-ill is rendered marvellous, bo£h becaufc it is made 
the will of Goi>, which is the greateil of miracles and 
their end ; and becatife it works wonders in him : For 
as it is God who wills in this foul, that ivill has it.? 
effeft. Scarce has it willed but the thing is done. 

Why then, may (oral fay, fo many oppvefiions endur- 
ed ? Why do not thefe fouls, if they have fuch a 
power, fet fhemfelves free from them .' If they had 
any will to do any thing of that farr, and it were not 
granted ; that would be the ■will of thejlep, or thecJiVY 
of mm, and not the will of God. John i. 1 3. 

I ROSE conftantly at midnight, ever waking timely 
enough to do it. If I wound up m-^ alarm-watcii, then 
I ufednoc to wake in time. I faw that God had over 
me the care of a father and a (poufc. V/hcn I had 
any indifpofuion, and my body wanted relf, he did 
not awake me-, but at fuch times I felt even in my 
ileep, a fingular poffefllon of him. Some years have 
pafllid vyherein I have had only a kind of half-llcep ; 
but my foul waked the more for God, as deep feemed 
to fteal from it every other attention, 'riie Lord 
made it known alfo to many perfons, that he deiigned 
iTie for a mother of great people, but a people iim- 
ple and childlike. They took thefe intelligences in a 
literal ftnfc, and thought it related to fome inftitucion 
or congregation : But tome it appeared noiding elfe, 
than the perfons whom it plcafcd God that I fliould 
afterwards win over to him ; to whom 1 ilioiiid ferve 
as a mother, through his goodr.efs ; giving them the 
fame union of afledion for me as that of children for 
a parent, but an union much deeper and ftronger ; 
and giving me aH that was neceffary for them, to 
bring them to wallc in the way by which he would 
!ead them, as I fliall ihew in the fcqud, when I fliali 
fpeak of that ftate of maternity', or niotherhood. 
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BEFORE I pi-Qceed farther ,n what I have to write 
wmta T would willingly lupprels, if any thin-» of 
It were my own, as well on account of the difficulty 
01- expreffing myklf thereupon, as bccaufe few Imil, 
•are capable of a condaa lb little known, and lb lit- 
tle Gomprehcnded, that I jmve never read of anv 
th;ng like It, I lliall fey fomething of the interior dil' 
poruions I was then in. If ir ferves you who are wil- 
ling to be of the numberof my children, and if it ftrves 
iiich as are already my children, to induce them to let 
God glonty himfelf in them after his manner, and 
not after theirs, I jhall think ray pains well employed 
If there be any thing which ihey do nor comprehend. 
Jet them die to them 1 elves, and they will oain a ftronser 
experience than from any thing I covdd fay : For ex- 
preffioii never equals experience. 

AriER I had come out of the trying condition I 
have fpoken of, I found it had purified my foul I 
poffefied God after a manner fo pure, and fo immenfe, 
as nothing elfe could equal. In rcaard to thoui^hts 
or deftres. al! was fo clean, fo naked, fo loft in °the 
divinity, that the foul had no felfilh movement, how- 
ever plaufible or delicate ; both the powers of the 
mmd and the very fenfes being wonderfully purified 
bometimes I was furprized to find that there appeared 
not one thought. The imagination, formerly fo troii- 
blefonte, now no more any way troubled me : I bad 
no more perplexity or uncaCy reflections. The will 
being perfedly dead to all its own appetites, was 
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become void of every human inclination both natural 
and fpiritual, and only inclined of God to whatever 
he pleafed, and in whatever manner he pleafed. This 
vaditude, or cnlargednefs, which is not bounded by 
any thing, however plain or fimple it may be, in- 
creafes every day ; fo that my foul, in partaking of 
the qualities of her fpoufe, feems ailb to partake of 
his immenrity. My prayer was in an opennefs and 
fingleners inconceivable, ar.d at tlie fame time of a 
depth inexplicable. 1 was sis it were born up on 
high, out of myfelf. I believe God v^s pleafed to 
blefs me with this experience, at the beginning; of 
the new !ife, to make me comprehend, in f-ivour of 
other fouls, this paflage of the foul into God. 

When I went to confefs, I felt furh an immerfion 
of the foul into him, that 1 could fcarcely fpealc. This 
afcenfion of the fpirit, wherein Gop draws the foul fo 
powerfully not into its own inmoft rccefs, but into 
himfelf, is not operated till after the tmjlic death, 
wherein the foul adlually comes out of itlelf to pafs 
into its divine objeft. I call it death, that is to fay, 
a fajfage from one thing to another: And it is truely 
a happy fajfo-ver for the foul, and its pujjuge into the 
promilcd land. The fpirit which is created to he 
united to its own principle, (or origin) has (b power- 
ful a tendency to it, {{hat ist to Gouj that if it were 
not ftopt by a continual miracle, its moving quality 
would caufe the body to be drawn after it whithcrfo- 
ever it would, by reafon of its impetuofity and nobic 
defcent : But God has given it a tcrreftrial fcody to 
ferve for a counterpoife. This fpirit then, created to 
be united to its otigin, without any medium or inter- 
ftice, feeling itlelf drawn by its divine object, tends 
to it with an extreme violence ; iij iuch fort chat God, 
fufpending fcr fome time the power which the body 
has to hold back the fpirit, it foliows wicii ardency ; 
But when it is not fufficiently purilied to pafs into 
God, it gradually returns back to itfelf; and as the 
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body refiimes irs own quality, k reciirns to t!ie cirth 
file Imrus who have been the niofl: perfect have au" 
VAnced to that degree, as to have nothing of Ml this" 
and lome have lo(t it towards the end of their live.' 
bccominjr fin^e and pure as the others, faecaufc they 
then had in reahty and permanence, v.hat they had 
at firft only as tranfitnt fruitions, in the tiine of tlie 
prevalence or dominion of the body. It is cer- 
tain then that the foil], by death to itfelf pafies 
into Its dmne objea : And k is what I then expe- 
rienced. I fonnd, the farther I went, the more 
my fptrit was loll in its Sovereign, who attracted it 
more and more to himfelf And he ^vas pleafed at 
firtt tliat [ flionld know this far the fake of others, 
and not for myfelf onlr. Indeed he drew my foul 
itiore and more into himfelf; till it loll itfclf en- 
tircly out of fight, and could perceive icfcif no more 
It feemed at firft to pals into him, and afterwards to 
be transformed into him. As one fees a river pals 
into the ocean, lofe itfelf in it, its water for a time 
ddtinguiftied from that of the fca, till it gradually be- 
comes transformed into the fame fca, and poifefles ail 
Its qualities; fo was my foul loft in God, who comi 
municated to it his qualities, having drawn it out of 
all that It had of its own. Its life is an Inconceiv. 
able inf.oeence, not known or comprehended of thofe 
who are ftill fluit up in thenifelves Cor only live to 
themfclvcs.) 

The joy which fuch a foul pofleffes in its God is fo 
great, that it experiences the truth of thofe words of 
the royai Prophet, " All they who arc in thee, oh 
" Lord, are like perfons ravifhed with joy." To 
fuch a foul the words of our Loan feem to be 
addreficd, " Your joy no man ftiall take from you." 
John xvi. 22. It is as it were plunged in a river of 
peace. Its prayer is continual. Nothing can hinder 
It from praying to God, or from loving him. It 
amply verifies thefc words in the Canlkks, " I (leep 

" but 
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" but my heart waketh ;" for it finds that even deep 
itfelf does not hinder it from praying. Oh unuttera- 
ble happincisi Who could ever have thought that 
a foul, which feemed to be in the utmoft mifery, 
fhould ever find a happinefs equal to this ? Oh 
happy fo'sirly, happv &/>, happy nothing, which gives 
p.o lefs than Gdd liimfelf in his ownimmenlity, no 
more adjufied to the limited manner of the creature, 
but always drawing it out of that, to plunge it wholly 
into his own divine Eflence. 

Thew the foul knows that all the Hates of felf- 
pleafing vifions, openings, extafles and raptures, are 
rather obftacles, that they don't ferve this Aate which 
is far above them 5 becaufe the ftate, which has fup- 
ports, has pain to Sofe them ; and yet cannot arrive at 
this without fuch lofs. In this are verified the words 
of an experienced Saint; " When I would, /aj.! ^f, 
" pofTefs nothing through fdf-kve, every thing was 
" given me without going after it." Oh happy dy- 
ing of the grain of Wheat, which makes it produce 
a hundred fold ! The foul is then fo paffive, fo dif- 
pofed equally to receive from the hand of God ei- 
ther good or evil, as renders it fiirprizing. It re- 
ceives both the one and the other without any felfifh 
emotions, letting them flow and be loft as they come. 
Tliey pals away as if they did not touch. 

ArxEK. I finifhed my retreat with the UksuLines at 
•totim, I returned through Geneva 5 and, having found 
no other means of conveyance, the French Rcfident 
lent me a horfe. As I knew not how to ricie on 
horfeback, I made a diiHculty of doing it : But as 
he affured me that it was a very quiet horfe, I vcn- 
tured to mount him. There was a fort of a Smith 
who, looking at me with a wild haggard look, flruck 
the horfe a blow on the back, juft as I had got upon 
him, which made him give a leap. He threw me on 
the ground with fuch force that they thought 1 was 
O o '"'l=<i- 
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killed. I fr!l on my temple. My cheek hone was 
broke ,n two, and two of iny teeth dri^ren into my 
head 1 was fiipported by an invifible hand ■ And 
in 2 little time I mounted as well as I cou]d on ano- 
ther horle, and lud a man un nsv fide to keep me up 
My relanons leJi me in peace at Ga, teftifyin^ thcjr 
efieem for me .- Add as they had heard at /Vr« of 
my miraculous cure, it rhade a great noilb there 
• Many perfons m reputation for fandity then writ 
to me, I received letters from Madamoiftlle de La- 
MoicNON, and another young lady, who was fo moved 
with my anfwer, that Ihe feat me a hundred Pilloles 
tor our hoijfe, and let me know befide, " that, wlien 
" we wanted money, I iiad only to write to her ■ and 
" that Ihe would lend me all 1 could dtfire." They 
talked in Pai-ii of printing an account of the lacri- 
hce : had made, and inferting in it the miracJe of my 
iudden recovery. I don't know what prevented it: 
But foch is the inconflancy of the creattire, that this 
journey, which drew upon me at that time fo much 
applaule, has ferved for a pretext for the flrange con- 
demnation which has fincc been pafied upon me. 



The TsANSLATOR to the Re.idir. 

I conclude this Fir.it Volume with Two Expreffiocs 
of our Bielfed SAVIOUR, and fome Lines annexed 
thereto, viz. 

1. The Q_ueen of the South Jh^U rife up in she 
Judgment ■mstb this Generaiisn, md Jhall condemn it, iii 
Mat. xii. 42. 

2. Meny Jhall cme frem ihe Eaft, sxd Weft, and 
thdlfit iimm with Abraham, and Ifaac, and Jacob in 
the Kingdom ef Beaven : But the Children of the Kiurdom 

Jhall be caji out^ iSc. Mat. viii. ii, 12. 

THAT all into whofe hands thefe lines 
may come, may be admitted to join 
tnofc Worthies/raw tke Eaft and Weft, in that 

Kingdam, 
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Kingdom, is i«y fervent delirc. Much work is 
to be done, ia order to be fit for it : But_ it ;s 
the belt work. All elfe below the Sun is as 
nothing, compared with It. ,;, ^ m 

HaS it been for any corruptible cro-wn that M. 
GuiQN refigned, laboured and fuffcred fo much, 
we might «nfure her for il; but not fo ^i% 
when we conlidet- that it was for one i-jmch_ u 
mcorruptihk'. Which, when obta.nea, is an m- 
fiiute recompence for all paft fui^erings and 
fecrifices : But the !ofs of it is far too dear a 
price for all the prefent gratihcations ot cor- 
rupt nature ; or (moft unwiftly) cliufmg to 
pleafe ourlelvcs, and others, rather than Christ. 
In fucli cafe tke children of tk kingdom, the 
nvemhers of the pureft church, or.xhe dafcen- 
deiits of the beft of men, ^x^ C4ji out- They 
forfeit an endleft inheritance, having rcadcred 
themfelves unfit for it. , , n. j , 

As it is not yet too late, as the leaft delay 
is of the greateft danger, let then every thing 
which obftrndb this fitnefs, be freely and rea- 
dily facrificed, to purchafe the pearl ot ineJ- 
timable price. So will the Lord, if we con- 
tinue ftedfaji and immoveable in this diipofition, 
to the end of our days, perfed the glorious 
Work of our Redemption. He will fliield 
from every affiiult of the grand enemy, fuftam 
through every probation, comfort with a lively 
and \vell-grounded hope, and afterwards crOwn 
with a happy Immortality. 



End of the First Volume, 
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■\ T Y near kinsfollts did not fienify any eager dc- j 






iVl fire for my return. The firft thing they pro- 








pofed to me, a month after my arrival at Gsx, was not 
only CO give up my Guardianfhip*, but to make over 














all my elUte to my children, and to referve an an- 
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nuity to mvielf. This propofition, coming from peo- 






1 Die who regarded nothin? but their own intcrcit, to 




ibme might" have appeared very unpleafing ; but it 




■was in no wife fo to me. 1 had not any friend to ad- ■ 
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vife with, I knew not any one whom 1 could con- 






fult about the manner of executing the thing, as I wai ' 






quite free and willing to do it. It feemcd to me 






that 1 had thereby the means of accomphfiiing my 






vow, and th£ extreme defire I had of being conform- 






able to Tesus Cbhist, poor, naked, and ftript of all. 






I was obliged to fend a Letter of Jllomcy which they 






• GsrAasii', Guardianftiip of a nobleman's tliildrcn. 
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had dire&d to be drawn up. Not perceiving fomc 
claufo which were inferted in it, I innocently fi-^ned 
It. It exprelTed that, when my children fl,c,uld°die, 
1 Ihmild inherit nothing of my own eftate, but that 
It Ihould devolve to my collateral kindred. Thete 
■ were many other things, which appeared to be equally 
to my difadvantage. Though what I had refervea 
tor myfelf was fufficient to fupport me in this place; 
yet It was fcarce enough to do it in fome others. 
1 then gave up my eftate with more joy, for being 
thereby conformed to Jesus Christ, than they could 
have by it who afked it from me. It is what I have 
never repented of, nor had any uneafinefs about. 
What plcafure to lofe all and to quit every thinr^ 
tor God! The love of poverty, thus contrafied, i1 
the kingdom of tranquility. 

I FORGOT to tell that, towards the end of my mi- 
ferable ftate of privation, when juft ready to enter 
into newnefs of life, our Lord illuminated me fo 
clearly to fee that the exterior croffes came from him, 
that I could not harbour any refemment againft the 
perfons who procured me them . On the contrary, 1 
felt the tendernefs of compaffion for them, and had 
more pain for thofe which I innocently caufed them 
than for thofe wiiich they caufed me. 1 faw that thefe 
perfons feared God, too much to do to me wl-.at they 
did, if they had known it. I faw his hand in it, and 
I tell the pam which they fuffered, through the con- 
trariety of their humours. It is hard to conceive the 
tendernels which God gave me for them, and the 
delirc which I have had, with the utmoit fincerity, to 
procure them every fort of advantage. 

After the accident which befell me, of the fall 
from the horfe, from which I foon wonderfully re- 
covered, the devil began to declare himfelf more 
openly mine enemy, to break bofe and become 

out- 
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rageous*. As I rofe at midnight to pray, he came at 
that hour, and made a frightful noifc in my chamber. 
After I had kin down it was ftill worle. He often 
fhook my bed for a quarter of an hour at a time. 
Then he rulhed againft the paper fatties, wliich he 
burft. Every morning, while this continued, the 
falhes were found fhattered and torn, I had not any 
feari I rofe and lighted my wax-candle at a lamp 
which I kept in my chamber, becaufe I had taken the 
office of Sacrifian, {ox Veftry Nun) and the care of 
waking the Sifters at the hour they were to rife, with- 
out having once failed in it for my indifpofitions, ever 
being the firft in all the obfervanccs ; I made ufc of 
my tittle light to look all over the chamber, and at 
the falhes, "at the time the devil was ftriking more 
ftrongly than ufual : As he faw that I was afraid of 
nothing, he left off all on a fudden, and attacked me 
no more in perfon : But he did it in ftirring up men 
againft me, and that fucceeded with him far better ; 
for he found them difpofed to do what he prompted 
them to, and to do it widi fo much the more zeal, 
as they accoimted it a good thing to do me the worft 
injuries of any fort they were capable of. 

* It looks here as if fome wicked perfon or perfons, aftnated by 
an evil fpirit, were tiling iheir abominable arts, and contrivances, 
to terrify her. Wc find, by Ekasmus's Dialogue, enlitleJ, Th 
Repentiftp t^irg'iK, or JV«», that fuch things were ufually pradifcd 
oa Novices in Monaftcrics, by the artful Friars and their Agtnts. 
M. GuioN begins her Story thai. " One night, when I Itaft 
" thought of it, fomething very monftrous and frightful prefented 
" itfelf. It was nothing but a Face which was feen by a glim- 
" meritlg blaeiih Light. I don't know whether the Flame itfelf 
" compofed that horrible Face or Appearance; for it was fo mixed, 
• "and paired by fo rapidly, that I could not difcern it. My foul 
" relied in its cata fltuation and alTisrance ; and it appeared no 
" more after that manner." We may well fappofe the vile Ec- 
clefiallic, juft going to be mentioned, was at the Bottom of this 
Contrivance, to bring about fome wiclced Dciigti of bis. 

One 
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One of the fifters wliom I had broughr, a very 
beaLiriful girl, contraded an intimacy with an Ecckfi- 
afticwho had authority in this place. At iiri^ tie in 
fpired her with an averfion for me, being well afliircd 
that if fhc placed confidence in me, I Aould sdvife 
her not to fiiffcr his vifits fo frequently. She was 
undertaking a religious retreat. That Ecclefiaftic was 
defirous to induce her to make it, in order to gain her 
entire confidence which would have fcrved for a cloaic 
to his frequent vilits. The BiQiop of Getima had 
given for diredor of our houle Father la Combe. And 
as this father was going to cauie retreats to be made, 
I defired her to wait for him. As I began to cain 
fome place in her mind, fhe fubmitted thereto, even 
againft her inclination, which was to have made it 
under this Ecckriaftic. I began to talk to licr on the 
fubjea of inward prayer, and drew her into the prac- 
tice of this duty. Our Lord gave fuch a blefling 
thereto, that this girl, one of good parts, gaveherfelf 
to God in good earned:, and with her whoic heart: 
And the retreat compleatly won her over. She then 
became more referved, and on her guard, toward this 
Ecclefiafl-ic, which exceedingly vexed him. It enraged 
him againft both Father l.i Combe and me. This 
proved the foiirce of the perfeciitions which after- 
ward befell ine. The noife in my chamber ended as 
that commenced. 

Turs Ecclefiaftic, who confcfled in the houfe, beo-an 
to talk privately of me with contempt. I knew 
it and took no notice of it. There came a certain 
Friar to fee him, who mortally hated Father la Combe 
on account of his regularity. Thefe combined to- 
gether to force me to quit the honfe, and to become 
mafter: of it themfelves. All the means they couid 
dcvife they ftudied for that purpofe. 

My manner of life was fuch, that in the houfe I did 
not meddle in any thing at all, leaving the fillers to 

difpofc 
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difpofe of the temporals as they pleafed. Soon after 
sny entrance into it I received eighteen hundred livres, 
which n lady, a friend of mine, lent me to compleat 
our furniture, which I paid her at my late giving up 
of my eftate. This fum they received as well as what 
1 ha,d before given them. 1 fomctimes Ipoke a little 
to thofe who retired thither to become catholicks ; and 
our Loan favoured with fo much benediftion what I 
faid to them, that fome, wliom they knew not before 
what to make of, became fenfible folid women, and 
exeniplary in piety. 

I'he Bifliop of Geneva allowed us to have the holy 
lacrament in our houfe. The chapel being not yet 
fccure enough, for three nights X v/atched the holt, 
Jying all alone in the faid chapel. I was moved to 
pray for that unhappy city which was the objecl; of 
my tendernefs, and has proved the fubjeft of all my 
difgraccs. 

I SAW croffes in abundance, likely tq fall to my 
.lot. At the fame time thefe words came into my 
i)lind, " Who for the joy that was let before him 
" endured the crofs" Het>. xii, 2. I proftrated my- 
fdf for a longtime vyith my face on the ground, ear- 
neftiy defiring to receive all, thy ftrokcs,' Oh, thou wlio 
fpareci not thine own fon ! Thou fourjd none but 
liim, worthy of thee, i}nd thou fl:ill findefl: in him 
liearts proper for thee. 

A rE\y days after my arrival at Gex, I faw in a facced 
and myfterious dream (for as fuch I very well difl;in- 
guilhcd it) Father la CoifEE fafbened up to a great 
crofs nak?d, in like manner as they paint our Sa- 
viour. 1 faw round it a frightful crowd, which 
covered me with confufion, and threw back on me the 
ignominy of his punifliment. He feemcd to have more 
pain than I, and 1 more reproaches than he. I have 
fince beheld this fully accomplifiied, 

The 
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The aforefaid Ecclefiaftic won over to his party one 
of our fiftfrs wlio was the houfe-ftcward, and foon 
after the priorcls. The good inclination which I had 
did not give ftrength to my body. I had two maids 
of my own witii me in the houfe to ferve me : But as 
the community had neeti of one of them for their 
cook, and the other to attend the door and other 
occafions, 1 gave them up to them, not thinking hut 
they would allow them to ferve me fometimes, and 
do for me what 1 could not do for myfelf ; for befides 
this, I let them ftill receive all my income, they having 
had already my firll half of this year's annuity ; And 
yet they would not allow either of my maid-fervants 
to do any thing for me. By my office of facriCtan I 
was obliged to fwcep the cliurch whicli was large, and 
they would not permit any one to help me in it, I 
have feveral times fainted away over the broom, and 
been forced to reft myfelf in litde corners, quite 
fpent. This obiiged me to beg them, that they would 
fuffer it to be fometimes fwept by fome of the big 
country girls which were there, new cathoHcks, whicli 
at !aft they had the charity to eonfent to. What mofl; 
embaralTed me was, that I never before had walhed, 
and was now obliged to wafii all the veftry linen. I 
took one of my maids to do it, becaufe I knew not how 
to do it right. But thefe fitters pulled her by the arms 
out of my chamber, telling her fhe flioiild do her own 
bufinefs. * I let it quietly pafs, without making any 
objedion to it. The other good fifter, tliat girl I juft 
mennoned, grew more and more fervent, by the prac- 
tice of prayer, in her dedication of herfelf to the 
Lord, more and more tender in her fympathy with 
me, which irritated this ecclefiaftic •, infomuch that, 
after all his impotent attempts here, he went off to 
Annecy, in order to fow difcord, and to effeirt more 
mifchief to Father la Combie, 

• Ungrateful creatures, hard hearted, and inHigated by a wick^ 
ed EcclcAaftic to be more fa ! See the cote at the end of Chap. 
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HE went direffly to the Bifiiop of Geneva, who 
till then had manifefted much cfteem and 
kmdnens for me, and perfwadqd him, " that it would 
" be proper to fecure me to that houfe, to oblige me 
" to give up to it the annual income I had rcferved to 
" myfelf; and to engage me thereto, by making me 
" priorefs." He had gained fuch an afcendant over 
the Bifhop, that tiie people in the country called him 
the little Bifbsp. Wherefore he drew him to enter 
heartily, and with zeal, into this propofition, and to 
refolve to bring it about, whatever it Ihould cofl 
him. 



Trie Ecclefiaftic, having fo far carried his paint, 
and being fwelled with his fuccefs in this Srft elTay, 
no longer kept any meafures in regard to me. He 
began with caiiilng all the letters which I fent, and 
which were fent to me, to be i^lopt ; in, order to have 
it in his power to make what imprelTions he pleafed 
on the minds of others, and that I (hould neither be 
able to know it, nor defend myfelf, nor to give or 
iiind to my friends any account of the manner in which 
I was treated. One of tlie maids I had brought 
wanted to return, as in this place llie could have no 
reft. So there remained to me no more than one, who 
was itilirni, and belide too much take!) up with many 
things, to help me in any. As Father la Combe was 
to come for the retreats, I thought he would ibften 
fhe violent fpirit of this man, and that he would give 
inc proper advice. 

In the mean time they propofcd to me the engage- 
ment, and the poft of priorefs. I anfwered, " that 
" as to the engagement, it v.'as impolfible for me, 
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" fince my vocation was ellewhere. And I coiild not 
" regularly be tlie priorefs, till after pafling through 
" the noviciate, in which they liaj all ftrved two years, 
" before thtlr being engaged ; that when 1 iliould have 
" done as much, I llioiild fee liow GoD^ would infpirc 
" rae." The priorefs anf.vered nie pretty tartly, 
" that if I would ever leave them, it were beft for nne 
" to do it immediately." Yet I did not offer to retire, 
but rontiniied ftiil to aft as ufual. However I faw the 
Iky gradually thickening, and ftorms gathering on 
every fide The priorefs then affcfted a milder air. 
.She afllired me, " that Ihe had a defire, as well as I, 
" to go to Geneva ; thatl Ibotild not engage, but only 
'■ promife her to take her with me, if I went thither," 
She pretended to place a great confidence in me, and 
profeffed a high efteem for me. As 1 am very free, 
and have nothing but iiprightnefs, I let her know 
" that I had no atiraflion for the manner of life of 
" the new citholicks, by reafon of the intrigues from 
" without. Several things did not pkafe me, becaufe 
" I wanted them to be upright in every tiling." She 
fignified, " that file did not confcnt to fuch things, 
" but becaufe that Ecclefmftic told her, they were 
" neceffary to give the houfe a credit in diftant parts, 
" and to draw charities from Paris." I anfwcrcd, 
" that if we walked uprightly Goo would never fail 
" us. He would Iboner do miracles for us." I rc- 
marlied to her, " that when, inftead of fincerity, they 
" had recourfe to artifice, charity grew cold, and kept 
" herfdffiiut up. It is God who infpijes charity: 
'■ How then is it to be drawn by difguifes ?" 

Soon after Father la Combe cannc about the retreats. 
This wai the third and laft time that he came to Gex. 
Tlie priorefs, after fhe had been tampering a good deal 
with me hereupon, having wrote him a long letter 
before his coming, and received his anfwer, which 
ihe fliewed me, now went to aik him whether (be 
Ihould one dav be united to nie ac GenrJa. He anfwer- 
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ed with his ufual uprlghtnefs, " OurLoKu has made it 
" known to me that you lliall never be cftablifiied at 
" Geneva." And fooi) after fiie died. When he had 
uttered this declaration, ilie appeared enraged againlt 
both him and me, after a furprizing manner. She 
went direflly rothat Eccleftaftic, who was in a cham- 
ber with the houfe-fteward ; and they took their mea- 
fures together to oblige me either to engage or re- 
tire. They thought that I would fooner engage than 
retire ; and they narrowly watched my letters. 

He requefted Father la Comee, which was only 
with a defign to lay fnares for him, to preach ; which 
he did on tins text, " The king's daughter is beauti- 
" ful within." That Ecclefmftic, who was prefent 
with his confident, faid, " it was preached againfi: 
" him, and was full of errors." He drew up eight 
propofitions, and inferted in them what tlie other had 
not preached, adjulling them as malicioufly as ever he 
could, and itnx them to one of liis friends at Rmne, 
to get them examined there by the facred congregation, 
and by the inquifition. Though he had very ill di- 
gefted them, at Rmm they were pronounced good. 
That greatly difappointcd and vexed him. After having 
been treated in this manner, and opprobrioufly reviled 
by him in the moft offenfive terms, the father, with 
much mildnefs and humility, told him, " that he was 
" going to Annsey about fome affairs of their convent ; 
" and that if he had any thing to write to the Bifliop 
" of Gtneva, he would take care of liis letter." He 
defired him then to wait a while, as he was going to 
write. The good father had the patience to wait 
above three hours, without hearing from him ; though 
the other had treated him exceedingly ill, fo far as to 
Inatcli out of his hands a letter I had given him for 
that worthy hermit I have mentioned. Hearing he 
was not gone, but was flill in the church, I went to 
liim, and begged him to fend to fee if the other's packet 
B 2 was 



iz • The life of Part II. 

was ready, beiaufe the day was fo far gone, tliat he 
would be obliged to lodge by the way. When the 
mellenger arrived, he fotinda Servant of the Eccleljaftic 
on horieback, ordered to go fill! fpecd, to be at yhnciy 
before the father. He then returned an anfwer, " that 
" b€ had no letters to fend by him." This was fn 
contrived that he might gain time to prepofiels the 
bifhopfor his purpofts. Father la Com b£ then fet 
off for Janecj, wher-c, when he arrived, Jie found the 
Bifhop prepofleffed, and in an ill humour. 

Here the following Discourse pafled 
betwixt them. 

BiHiop. " My father, you muft abfoUitely engage 
" this lady to give what fhe has to the houi'e at Gsx, 
" and make her the priorefs of it. 

Father la Combe. " My Lord, you know what 
" (he has told you herfclf of her vocation, bach at 
" Paris and in this country. I therefore do nor believe 
" that ihe will engage. Nor is tiiere any likehhood 
*' that, after having quitted her all, in the hope of 
" entring Genevfi, flie ihould engage elfewhere, and 
*' thereby put it out of lier power to accomplifii the 
" defigns of Goo in regard to her. She has offered 
" to ftay with thofe fifters as a boarder. If they are 
*' willing to keep her as fuch, flie will remain with 
*= them : If not, &e is refolved to retire into Ibme con- 
^' vent, till QoD ihall difpofe of her otherwife. 

Bifliop. " My father, I know aii that ; but I like- 
" wife know that {he isfo very obedient, fhat, if you 
" order her to do it, llie will affuredly do it. 

F. laComue. "It is for that reafon, my Lord, 
'^ that one ought to be very cautious in the commands 
" which one lays on her : Can I induce a foreign lady, 

" who 
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•' who, for all her fubfillence, has nothing but a fmall 
" pittance flie has rcfcrved to herlelf, to give up that 
" in favotir of a houi'e which is not yet eftabliflied, 
" and perhaps never will ? If the houi'e happen to 
" fall, or be no longer of ule, what fliall that iady 
" live on ? Shali Ihe go to the hol'pltal ? And indeed 
" this lioufe will not long be of any ufe, fince there 
" are no protcitarits in any part of Frame near it, 

Biftiop, " My father, thefe reafons are good for 
" nothing. If you do not make her do what 1 have 
" faid, I will degrade and fufpend you.". This man- 
ner of fpeatiing fomewhat furprized the father, who 
well enough underftands the rules of luipcnfion, 
which is not executed on fuch things. He replied, 

F. LA Combe. "My Lord, lam ready, not only 
" to fufrer the fulpenhon, but even death, ratlier 
" than do any thing againlt my honour, oragainft iny 
" confcience." Having laid that, he retired. 

He direiftly fent rae this account by an expi-els, to 
the end that I mlgiit cake proper meaiures thereupon. 
I had no other courle to take, but to retire into a con- 
vent. I received a letter informing me that the Nun 
to whom I had cntrufted my daughter was fallen lick, 
defiring me to go to my daughter i'ov Ibme time. I 
Ihewed this letter to the filters of our houfe, telling 
them, " 1 had a mind to go ; but that if they ceafcd 
" to perfecute me, and would leave in peace, Father la 
" Co.viBE (who pafled for the Apoftle of the counti-y, 
" on account of the wonderful good done in his miffi- 
" ons) 1 would return as foon as the millrels of my 
" daughter Ihould be recovered." Initcad of thi.s 
tliey perfecuted me more violently, writ to Paris 
againft me, (lopt all my letters, and fent libels agalnft 
me round the country. 

The 
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The day after my arrival at T'/m/nt, Kaificr la. 
CoMB£ fct off for the valley of Joi/Jl * to preach tliere 
in the Lent. He iiad come to take leave of me, and 
told me, " he jlioiild go from thence to Reme, and 
" pcthaps not return, as his fuperiors might detain 
" him there ; that he was Jorry to Ic^ve me in a 
" ftrar.ge cotmtry-, without fLiccour, and perfecuied 
" of every one." I replied, "My father, .th?.t gives 
" me no pain. I make ufe of the creatures for God, 
" and by his order. Through his mercy, I do very 
" well without: them, when he withdraws them : And 
" 1 am very well content never to fee you, if fuch is 
^' his will, and to abide under perfecution," He iiiid, 
" he went oft" wellfatisfied to fee me in fuch adifpo- 
." tion." He then took his leave and departed. 

As foon as I got to the Ursulines, a prieft very 
aged, a pious man, who for twenty years pafb had not 
L:ome out of his folitiide came to find roe. He told 
me, " that he had had a vifion relative to me ; that he 
" had ken a woman in a boat on the lake ; and that the 
>' Bifhop of Geneva, with feme of his priefts, exerted 
" all their efforts to fink the boat ilie was in, and to 
" drown her ; that he continued in this vifion, above 
" two hours, with pain of mind ; that it iccmcd Ibme- 
" times as if this woman were quite drowned, as for 
" fome time fiie qmis difappea'ted ; but afterwards 
" Ihe appeared again, and ready to efcape the danger, 
" while the Biiliop never cealed to purfue her. This 
^ woman was always equally calm ; but he never faw 
" her entireiy free from him. From wlience I conclude 
" that the Eiftiop will perfecute you without intcr- 
'' milfion." 



• AovsT a Datchy in PkJmmt, 3t tlic foot of the Alps, in tlic 
North-eaft of //^i^, iituate on the rivef Dsrlfj, 61; miles Socth-caft 
of Graraa and 50 miles north of T:trin, fnbjcft (0 the king of 
Sardinia 

I HAD 
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• I H.AD an intimate friend, wife of that governor 
of whom I have made fome mention. As fiie faw I 
had quitted every diing for God, (lie had a warm de- 
fire to follow me. With diligence did flie difpbfe of 
all her effcfts, and fettle her affairs, in order to come 
to me : But when flie heard of the perfecution, flie 
was difcouraged from coming to a place, from winch 
fhe probably thought I fliould be obliged to rctite : 
And foon after Ihe died. -[■ 



CHAP. VII. 



AFTER F. LA Co.MBE was gone, the perfecution 
raifed againft me became more violent. The 
Eifhop of Ceiteva yet fhewed me fome civilities, as 
well to try whether he could prevail on nie to do what 
lie defired, as to found how matters paiTed in Fr/itice, 
and to prejudice the minds of the people there .igainft 
me, always hindering me from receiving the letters 
fent me. Tiie Ecckfiaftic and his friend had twenty- 
two intercepted letters, opened, on their table. There 
was one wherein was fent me a Letter of Attorney to 
fign, of immediate confequence. They were obliged 
to put it under another cover, and fend it to me. 
The Bidiop writ to F. la Mothe, and had no diffi- 
culty to draw him into his party. That Father was 

• It appears ibat fha v^'fis an iiiftninK'nt in the Loan's hatij, in 
this place, viz. TontiHt of great fpirituat benefit to fevcral youni; 
women of the village, from what Ihe occaiionaPy mentions farther 
on, r/c. in Chap. iS. 
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difpleafed with me ori two accounts : Fifft, that I liad 
HOC fettled on him a iJcnfion, as he expeaed, and as 
lie roughly told me leveral times : And lecondly, tiiac 
I did not take his advice in every thing; befide fome 
other intcrefts he liad in view. He at once declared 
againll me. The Bidjop made Iiiin his confident: 
And it was he -^who uttered and fpread abroad the 
news abaut me, which they fcnt him. They ima- 
gined, as was fuppofcd, that I ihould annul the do- 
nation I had made, if I returned; that, having the 
fiipport of friends in France, I ftould find the means 
of breaking it; but in that they were much miftaken ; 
tor I had no thought of loving any thing elfe but the 
poverty of Jesus Cmeist. For fome time yet the Fa- 
ther ailed with caution towards me. He wfir me fome 
letters; which he addreJTed to the Biiiiop of Gs?.'ra«.- 
And they agreed fo together, that he was the only 
perlon from whom I received any letters, to which I 
returned very moving anfwers ; yet he, inftead of 
being touched with them, became only more irritated 
againCb me. 

The Bifiiop continued to treat me with a (hew of 
refpeft: And yet at the fame time he writ to many 
perlons at Paris, as did alfo the Sifters of the houfe 
to all thofe perfons of piety who liid wrote letters ro 
me, to biafs them as much as poffible againfl: me, and 
to avoid the blanne which ought naturally to fall upon 
them, for having fo unworthily treated a perfon who 
had given up every thing, to devote herfelf to the 
fervice of that diocefe; and for not having ill-treated 
me til! after I had done this, and was not in a condi- 
tion to return into Fr/ince. There wa.5 fcarcc any kind 
of falfe or fabitlous ftory, likely to gain any credit, 
which they did not invent to cry me down. Befide my 
having no way to make the truth known in France, 
our LoRn infpired me widi a willingnefs to fuffer every 
thing, without juftifying myfelf ; fo that in my cafe 
nothing was heard but condemnation, without any 

vindi- 
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vindication. It was not difficult to impofe this hacfli 
ufage on one who did not defend hcrfeif. 

I WAS in this ctjrtvent, and had fcen Father !.a 
CoMEF. no farther than I have mentioned ; and yet they 
circulated a report " that I travelled with hhn; that 
" he had taken me with him in a coach to Geneva ; 
" that the coach had overfet ;" and a hundred things, 
as foolifii as malicious: Father la Mothe fpread all 
this, whether he thought it true or otherwife. He 
Jhould however have concealed fuch things, had he 
thought them really true. But what fay I, and how 
do 1 wander ? Was it not thatGoD permitted him and 
his brother to be impreft with thefe and other things, 
and, believing them true, to piiblifh them without fcru- 
ple !■ As to the latter, I think he believed it only on 
his brother's report, who reprefented them as real 
faiflis i and who reported further, " that I liad been on 
" horfe-back behind Father la Combe ; whereas I had 
never ridden behind any man. All thefe calumnies 
turned into ridicule perfons who had been efteemed 
before as faints. Now what caufe had I given to any 
one to fpeak after that manner ? I was in a convent a 
hundred and fifty leagues from Father laCdmee; and 
yet they did not ceale to ptiblifli, both of him and me, 
the moil fcandaiotis ftories; as utterly falfe as any 
ihing could be. 



For fome time I was ignoj-ant of all thi.s. As I 
knew that all my letters were kept from me, I ceafed 
to wonder at receiving none, I lived in this houfe 
with my littie daughter in a fweet repofe, which was 
a very great favour of Providence to me; for my 
daughter had forgot her French, and among the little 
girls from the mountains had contrafted a wild look 
and dilagreeable manners. Her wit, fcnie and judg- 
ment were indeed furprizing, and her dilpofition ex- 
ceeding good. There were only fome little 6ts of 
pceviihnds, which they had caufed to rife in her, 
^ "V'OL. II. C throujsh 
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through ecrtain contrarieties out of feafon, and through 
carcfTes ill applied, for want of knowing the proper 
manner of education^ But the Lord provided in re- 
gard to lier, as I HmH tell. During this time my 
mind was prefrrved calm and rcKgned to God. Great 
was my filcrce ; ■ and for fome time I had leifurc to 
talle of, and to erjoy the Divinity in my little ccl! : 
Afterwards that good Sifter almoft contimially intcr- 
nipicd me; and I anfwered every thing ftie defired of 
me, both out of cendefcenfionj and from a princip'ie 
which I hat! to obey like a child. 

WflEN 1 was in my apartment, withont any other 
ditcftor than our Lord by his fpirit, however fa- 
voured therein, as foon as one of my little children 
came to knock at my door, he required ijie to ad- 
mit the interruption. He fiiewcd me that it is not 
the anions in tFiemfelvcs which pleafe him, but the 
conftant ready obedience to every difcovcry of hi?, 
will, even in the minntefl things, with fuch a fupple- 
refs, as not to ftick to any thing, but (till to turn with 
him at every call. My foul was then, I thought, 
like a Jeaf, or a feather, which the wind faufts to 
move what way foever it pleafcs ; and the Lord never 
fiifftr.? a foul fo dependent on, and dedicated to him, to 
be deceived. 

Most part of men appear to me very unjuft, who 
readily refign themfelves to another man, and look 
upon that as prudence. They confitle in men who are 
nothing, and boldly fay, " Such a perfon cannot be 
ueceiv«l :" And if one fpeak of a foul %vholly re- 
figned to Goo, which follows him faithfully, they 
rry out aloud, " That jierfon is deceived with his 
" rellirnation." Oh my divine Love ! Ilofl: thou wane 
either ftrengtli, or fidelity, or love, or wifdom, to con- 
du6t thofe who truft in thee, and who are thy deareft 
« htldren ? I have feen men bold enough to fay, " Fol- 
" low me, and you will not be milled." How fadly 

arc 
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are thafe men tnided themfelves by their prcruniption ! 
fi,nd how much fooner Ihould I go to him who would 
be afraid of milkading me; who, trufting neither 
to his learning nor experience, would rely upon God 
gnly ! 

Our Lord Ihewed me, in a dream, two v/ays by 
which fouls fteer their courfe, under the figure of two 
drops of water. Theone appeared to me of an urj- 
parallelled beauty, brightnefs aad purity ; the other 
to have alfo a brightnefs, yet full of littie fibres or 
ftreaks ; both good to quench tiiirft ; the former alto, 
gether pleafant, but the kcter not fo pcrfeftly agree- 
able. By the former is reprefcntcd iha way ef pure 
and lieiked Faith, which pleafcs the Spoufe much, it is 
fo pure, fo clear from all Sdf-hve. The way of 
openings or gifts is not fo ■, and yet it i.5 that in which 
many enlightened fouls walk, and into wiiich they hacl 
drawn Father la Co.wbe. But God lliewcd nie that 
he had given him to me, to draw him into one more 
pure and perfeS. I fpoke before the bifiers, he being 
prefent, of the viay of Fmtb, how much it was more 
glorious to God, and advantageous for the foul, than 
all thofe gifts, openings and affiirances which ever 
caufe the Ibul to live to icfelf. This djfcouraged 
them at tirft, and hin? alfo. 1 faw they were pained,_ 
as tliey have confeffed to me fince. I laid no more of 
it an that time. But as he is a perfon of great hu- 
mility, lie bad me unfold what I had wanted ro fay to 
him. I told him a part of my dream of the two 
drops of water; yet he did not then entei" into what 
I laid, the time for it being not yet come : Uut when 
he came to Cex, to make the retreats, our Lord made 
known to me, as I was at prayer in the niG;hi, that I 
was hii Moiber, and he my Son. I told him the tir- 
cumftances of a certain time pad ; and he recolleAed 
that it was the time of fo extraordinary a touch with 
which the Loro favoured liim, that he was quite 
overwhelmed with contrition. This gave him iuch 
C 2 ^n 
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an incerifflr renovation, tliat having retired ca pray, in 
a very ardent frame of jnind, lie was /illej witlVjoy, 
and feizfd with a powerful cmotian, v/hith made iiim 
enter into what 1 had told him of the kwj of Faiib. 
I give chefe things, as they happen to come to my 
remembrance, without carrying them on in order. 

To rd'ume my hiiloiy. As foon as I had left G«, 
they began ftrangely to perfecuie that good girl who 
had given herfelf to God, and for whom all the tra- 
gedy was aS:ed. The Ecciefiaftic affaiiked her more 
•violently than ever; and, the bettet to fucceed in it, 
he gave her a hideous defcription of me, in order to 
deftroy effeSually all the cftcein tlje.had for me, and 
to induce her to follow his directions : But though 
fhe always confefied to him, Hie never would enter 
into any thing more particular with him. On the 
other hand he reprcfented her friendfhip with, and the 
regard Jhe had for me, as frightful crimes. They 
wanted to force her to fay what \yas not true, and 
haraflTed her exceedingly, without allowing her any 
relaxation. The Billiup of Geneva writ to her to put 
all her confidence in that Kccltfiaftic. She faid thai, 
in the extremities of her angnifh, Jlie faw me every 
night in her dreams j that I encouraged her to fufjer, 
and told her what it would be proper for her to 
anfwer. As there are among them no vows of obe- 
dience, nor any particular prohibitions, flie fotmd 
means to write me a bilict (w fliort letter; but they 
intercepted it. There was nothing in it but a little of 
the fiow of hearty afleflion, and ciiriftian friendihip. 
The Ecclefiaftic refuled her abfokition and the com- 
munion, for a month, on account of this billet. At 
the fame time the Sifters on the otlier hand impofed 
on her very great hardlhips. We could not have 
any commerce together: Neverihelefs the Lokd ftill 
fupported her, and ftrcngthened her to fuffer pa- 
tiently. 

ApfEH 
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After Eastfr, in the year 1682, the Bifiiop 
came to 1'emn. I liad occalion to fpeak to him, 
:%hich when 1 had done, our Lord- lo pointed my 
words that he appeared thoroughly convinced : l>ut 
the perfons, who liad influenced him before, returned 
to the charge. He then preifed me very much to 
return to Cex, and to take the place of PfiQ.-'efs. I 
gave him the reafons againft it which I have men- 
tioned before. I then appealed to him, as ii Sifliop, 
defiring him to take care to regaid nothing but God 
jn wliat he fhould fay to me. He was Itruck into 
p. kind of confufion : And then faid to me, " Since 
" you fpeak to me in fuch a m.inncr, I cannot ad- 
*' vife you to it. It is not for us to go contrary 
'= to our vocations ■, but do good, 1 pray you, to this 
" houfe. I promifed him to do it; and having re- 
ceived my pcnfion, I lent them a hundred Piftoles, 
with a defign to continvie doing the fame as long as 
I Diould be in the diocefe. The Bifliop faid to me 
farther, " I love Father i,a Combe. He is a true fcr- 
" vant of God: And he has told me m.iny things 
" to which I was forced to affent; for 1 felt them 
" in myfclf : But tiudsd he, when I fay fo, they tell 
" me I am miftaken, and that before the end of 
" fix months lie will run mad." It was the difcon- 
tented Friar, the intimate friend of the Rcclefiallic, 
■who had fajd this to him. I was aHonilhed at his 
weaknefs. He told me, 'f he liked well the Nuns,, 
" which had been under the care and inftruclion of 
" father la Combe, finding them to come up fully 
" to vvhat he hid lieard of them." Ftoni thence I 
took occalion to tell him " that in every thing he 
" ought to refer himfelf to his oym bteafl, or to the 
" inftruclioas there immediately received, and not to 
" others." He agreed to what I laid, and acknow- 
ledged it to be right: And yec no fooner w.is he 
returned than he re-entered into his former difpofi- 
tions. He fent the fame Ecclefiaftic to, tell mc that 
Ji mull engage royfelf at Gex ; and that this was his 

ffnti- 
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i'etitimeBt. i anfwcred, by cha: EccliTiaftic, that I was 
determined to follow the coimfel he liad given me, 
when lie Kad fpoken to me as from Goo, lince nai#^ 
they made him fpeak only as xiais.* 



CHAP. Viir. 

MY foul was in a ftate of entire refignation, and 
very great content, in the midft of Rich violent 
tetnpefts. Thofe perfons came to tell me a hundred 
extravagant ftories againft Father la Combe. The 
more tbcy faid to me to his difadvantagc, the more 
efteem I felt for him. 1 anfwered them, " Perhaps 
" I miy never fee him again; but I fhall ever be 
'■ giad to do him juftice. It is nor he who hinders 
" me from engaging a[ Gex. It is only becaufe I know 
" it to be none of my vocation," They afkcd me, 
" Who could know that better than the Blfhop ?" 
They farther told me " I was under a deception, and 
" my ftaK was good for nothing." That gave me 



* M. Gii!oH had tojd the Bilhop (page 173) that " the had no 
•' vocation for Cf.T but for Ceruruj^." After her loPg ajld careful 
prqpirilions forgoing thither (u/ith ail the concurrent figos, and 
fenftf of many pious perfoas, of her call thcreta) poor woman ! 
ihc fecms to have been turned afide. Such a norjon pievatlcd fa 
thai moft artful church of Rs;a^t of the duty of obeJience to fu,^ 
periors, that hence (he feciBS to have given np her own fenfc, 
received horn a higher power, even the fpirit of God, to that of 
a mortal im'cftcci with a title, as Ihe Rcknoivledgcs (page 1S6.) 
Heacc fhe fell into a ftate of fuffering obfcurity, and long conif- 
aued in it ; yet in lueeknefa and patience. ShL' couid make no 
way for herfelf, to any good purpofe ; But providence at length 
opened a way for her to come our, and to render fignal fervice to 
many foLiis, through (he invitation of the MarehjEjnefs of Pi^wTfrtj', 
particalatly \\\ and aboai the city of Grsustk. 
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no uneafinefs, having, referred to God the care of re- 
quiring, and of excctiiing wha: he requires, and in 
-whatever manner he requires it. 

A Soul in this condition fecks nothing for itfclf, hiTi 
all for G D. Some nlav fay, " What then does this 
" foul '" It leaves jtfelf to be condiifled by Gejd's 
providences and creatures. Outwardly its life feems 
quite common -, inwardly, it is wholly retigned to the 
divine will. The more every thing appears advcrlf, 
and even defperate, the more calm it is, m fpite ot 
the annoyance and pain of the fenfes and oi the crea- 
ttires which, for fonie time after the nev/ lite, raifc 
fome little clouds an.l obftruaions, as I have already 
fionified. But when the foul is entirely paifed into its 
onginal Being, allthefe things no more caule anyfepa- 
ration or partition. It finds no more ot that impnntjr 
•which came from fclf-feeking, froirf a human manner of 
aaino, from an unguarded word, trom any warm emo- 
tion or eagernefs, which cauled fuch a mift, as it chen 
couid neither prevent nor remedy, having la often ex- 
perienced its own efforts to be ufekls, and even hiirtfuf, 
as they did nothing clfc but (till more defile it. T here 
is in llich cafe no other way or means of remedy, but 
in waiting tiU tke fun of righiemifmfs diffipate thofe 
fogs, as the whole work of purification comes from 
God only. Afterwards this conduft becomes natu- 
ral: And then the foul can fay with the royal pro- 
phet, " Though an haft Ihould encamp againft me, 
" my heart ftiail not fear; Though war Jhould rife 
" at'ainlt me, in him will I confide." For then, 
ihoutih affaulted on every fide by evllfpirits, ic conti- 
nues fixed as a rock. Having no will but for_ what 
God fees meet to order, be it what it may, lugh or 
low, great or fmall, fweet or bitter, honour, wealth, 
life or any other objeft, what can (liake its peace .' 
It is true, our nature is fo crafty that it worms itfelf 
through every thing ; and afelfifl^ ftghl is like the ba- 

fililks i ic dcftroys. 

Trials 
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" ofpu hat wlat was muft chrijiian-lih and virtuous 
" &c." 
Dated at Shh the 14th of April 1695. 

The Bifhop of Gffs^te alfo at the fame time writ 
to the Curate of St. Jamefi da bant pas, who liad been 
indiiftrious in fpreadmg this forged letter, in fuch a 
manner as £0 malie him fcnfible of his reftnttnent, in 
making him the autlvor of liicli flanders. Above a 
year attcr I had left GrmsMi, he did me tlie honour to 
write me a letter, inclofing one for liis brotiier the 
Lieutenant of the city, of which this is the copy : 



" T Cannot refiife to the virtue and pietjr of Madame 
" DE I.A MoTHE GuiON the recommendation fhe 
" defires me to give you, in favacir of her family, in 
" an afliir which is before you. I Ihoiild have made 
" lome fcrupk of doing it, if 1 did not know th* 
" iiprightnels of her intentions, and your integrity, 
" Admit therefore my folicitations to do her afl the 
" )Li():ice thar is due to hf-r. 1 requeft it of you with 
" all the cordiality with which, 

I am Tours, 

The CARDINAL CAIMUS." 

In his letter to her he mentions what pleafiire it 
gives, and always will give him to do any thing to 
ferve her. 

NoTHTNQ at this time contributed more to the ge- 
neral outcry a^ainft me than this forged letter from 
the Bifhop of Grenoble : For how could any one give 
the lie to Aich a witnels as the Curate of St. Jsmes\ 
fo well kown for his connexions with a great number 
of people of merit, to whom he had given copies of 

this 
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this letter, from whence, in a fortnight's time, ail 
Farii was iilled with them ? The Bifhop of Meaux, 
who had a copy of it, as well as others, was ftrangely 
fnrprifed at the anfwer of Father R(cheerac, as well 
as at the letters from the Bifliop of Gremile, which I 
fhewed him. He then exclaimed againft the blackncls 
of the forgery ; for he had his good intervals, which 
were afterwards deftroyed by the perlbns who ftirred 
him up againft me, and by the views of his own in- 
terelt. 

A Curate of /"drw forged another (lory, very fright* 
ful and yet very ridiculous. He went to the houle of 
a perfon of high rank ; and talking about me, laid, 
" 1 had fcduced a wife ironi her hufband, a man of 
" quality, and got lier to marry his Curate," They 
were very ioquifitivc on the occafion, preffing him to 
let them know how that could be done. He evad- 
ed giving a. direfl anfwer : Only he ftill affured them 
that nothingcould be more true. That Nobleman and 
his Lady no longer queftioned its truth. They foon 
told it to one of their friends, who came on a viRt to 
them, and who was acquainted with me. He let 
them know he did not believe it. But they pofitively, 
infilled on it, as fuch a Curate had alTured them of its 
reality. He refolded to feareh the matter fidly, and 
never more to fee me if he found it to be a faS. He 
went to find out this Curate, he examined hiui and 
prelTed him clofely. At length the Curate anfwered, 
" that I was capable of doing that and far worie." 
The gentleman laid to him, " But Sir, I do not afk 
" you what Ihe is capable of; I afk if it is true that 
" llic has done this ?'* He replied, " No : But ibc 
" can do what is worfe." This Curate, 1 think, had 
never feen me; However he pretended to recoiled 
that he was told, it was in Auwrgm that it was done : 
Nay 1 think, he added, forty years ago. The people 
to whom he had cold this fable, with luch alTuranccB 
«f its truth, were ftrangely furprifed when they heard 
Vol. II. F f of 
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of its fallthood. I wonder how rhey could ever have 
given any credit to it. 

They further praflifed another ftratagem, which 
was, to fend a wicked woman, who took on her the 
name of one of my maids, to confefs to all the Curates 
and ConfeiTors in Paris. Her real name was i.a Gau- 
TJ_EEE. She confefTcd to feveral in a day, that fte 
might let none efcape. She told rhem, " That flie 
^1 had ftrved me fixteen or feventeen years, but that 
'■ fhe had left me for my abominations, as Ihe could 
" not in confcience live with fo wicked a woman." 
In lefs than eight days I was decried all over Psris, 
and pafled without contradidion for the wickedcft wo- 
man in the world. Thofe who faid it thought they 
might well do fo, having it brought to them by fo 
fnre a channel. It fo fell out than my maid, whofe 
name fhe had afilimed, went to confels to a Canon of 
mre mme. She fpoke to him of the injuries done 
her miftrefs, who, /he faid, was very innocent. The 
Canon afked her name ; flie toid him it. He replied 
" You fiirprife me not a little, for there has come one 
" to me that has not any refemblance of yoit, yet 
" has given your name, and told me horrible thing's." 
She undeceived him, and fet before him the blacknels 
of fuch a procedure. The fame thing was done to four 
or five others. But could fhe difabufe all the confefibr-; 
m Pans? Bcfides I could not fuffer her to have re- 
courfe to confefhon to make known the truth, chnfincr 
to leave all to God, and not to lofe any of the croffet 
and humdiations, which feemed to me to be providen- 
tially appointed for me. 

Afthr that fore evening of my arrival at Meaux, I 
had a conftani fever for fix weeks. I was ftil! very 
much indifpofed, when theBilhop returned from Paris, 
only for the feaft of Eafter. He came into my cham- 
ber, and the firft thing he faid to me, was, " That I 
" had many enemies, and that everything was in a 

" ferment 
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" ferment againft me." He brought me the articles 
compofed at IJft. I afked him the explanations of 
fome things, and then figned them. I found myfelf 
much worfe after it. Another time he came to my 
bed-fide, and faid, he demanded me to fign immedi- 
ately, " iliat I did not believe the Word incarnate (or 
" Christ manifelled in thefleni.") 

Several Nuns, who were in the Antichamber near 
my door, heard him, I was aftonifhed at fuch a pro- 
pofition coming from him. I faid to him, " I could 
" not fign a falfehood." He repeated it over and oyer 
that he would make me do tt. I anfwcrcd him, 
" That, through the grace of God, I knew how to 
" fuffer, even to death , but not how to fign any falfc- 
" hoods." He then, faid, " he intreated me to do it ; 
" and that if I did he would re-etbblini my rcputa- 
" tion, which people were trying to tear in pieces > 
" that he would publifh all the good of me that was 
" polTiblc." To this I anfwered, " that I left ro God 
" the care of my reputation, refolving to maintain 
" my faith, at the peril of my life." Seeing he could 
not carry his point, he retired. 

Mother Picard and the whole community gave me 
every tellimony of a fincere affeflion, in their power. 
They gave me alfo a certificate, of which the following 
is a copy. 

" We the Priorefs and Nuns of the Vifitation 
" of St. Mafj de Meaux certify, that Madam Gmow, 
" havino- lived in our houfe, by order of our Lord 
" Bilhop of Meaux, our illuflrious Prelate and Supe- 
" rior, during the fpace of fix months, far from 
" giving us any caufe of trouble or uneafinefs, has 
" afforded us much edification. We have remarked 
" in all her conduft, and in all her^words, a great re- 
" trularity, fimplicity, fincetity, mortification, meek- 
" ncfs and chriftian patience; a true devotion and 
F f 2 eftee™ 
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^ ftth, efpcculljth. myfttry of the ircamation and 
_ holy int-ancy of our Lord Jesus Chhist. It would 

be a favour, a.ij of great fatisfaffion to our whole 
; commurmy ifthe faid Lady chofe for a mrett to 

fpend the reft ot her days i, our houfe. Thirpro- 

teftation ,s made without ai,y ot her view than that 

of giving teftimony to the truth. 

Done this 7th of 7«/j, J 635, and figned, 

Sifter fRANcEsEiizAEETH lePjcard, PHorefi. 
fitter Magdalen Aimee Guetost. 
Sifter Claude Marje A.MotiRi. 

rJlT^-'l"? ^•''ft^" '''^ .^'"^"P '^""^ '"^' he an. 
her . B.t her enem,« torment me, and wan? me to 

CA^f "in h"^ 0«.day he writ to Mother Pr 

'•cat ^'\^Vhe had examined my writings with great 
care and fotmd in them nothing but fome terms 
w ,c were ™tin all the ftrianfft of Theology 
but that a woman was not obliged to be a Theo- 

"an?5rml ^"'^'^ ^'''^'' ^=«^ m. this letter to- 




CHAP. 



Chap. XIX. 



CHAP. XIX. 



SOME days after the BilTiop returned, lie broughi. 
me a paper written with his own hand, which was 
only a profeffion of faith, that I hid always been Ca- 
tholic, ApoftoUc and Roman, and a iiibmiffion of mf 
books to the church. Afterwards he read me a cer- 
tificate which he faid he was to give me. As I was too 
fick to tranfcribe that fubmiflion, to which I had not 
any objeSion, he faid " I might get a Nun to tran- 
" fcribe it, and I might fign it." He carried away 
his certificate, to write it over fair, as he faid ; and 
alTured nie that, " on my giving him the one, he 
" would give me the other ; that he would treat me 
" as his fitter, and fhoiild be a knave if he did not." 
This procedure appearing fo handfome, J faid to him, 
" that I had put myfelf into his hands, as into thofe of 
" a man of honour, as well as a Biftiop." But fine 
words are not always followed with fine aftlons, as 
will be feen in the fecjuel. Mortals arc changeable, 
whatever names they bear. 

I WAS fo ill after his departure, and To extremely 
weak, that they wci« obliged to recover me with cor- 
dial waters. The Priorefs fearing, if lie Ihould come 
again to me the next day, that it would be my death, 
writ to defire him to let me have that day's rcpoie : 
Yet he would not ; for he came that day, and afked 
me whether I had figned the writing he had left with 
me i and opening a blue letter-cafe which had a lock 
on it, he faid to me, " See here my certificate : Where 
" is your fubmiffion ?" He held a paper when he faicl 
this. I fliewed him my fubmiffion, which was on my 
bed, I had not ftrength to give him it. He took it. 
I then h^i no doubt but he would give me my certi- 
ficate. 
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&are, as he had promifed: But truly he would nor 
He put It again in liis letter-cafe, and told me, " he 
'^ would give jiie nothing ; that I was not yet got to 
_' the end, that he was going to torment Jiie niucti 
■ more ; and that he would have other fii?natiires be- 
" fide what I had now given him, efpeciSly, that / 
■_' did m litlist's in 1)11 incarnate IVerd." [iidge of my 
lurprile. 1 loft both my ftrength and Vpeech Hel 
went off The Nuns were affi-ighted : Nothing that I 
knew of had obliged him to promifc me a certificate 
J had never aiked him for one. 

Some time after, the Prelate came again to me. He 

afkctlmeto fign his paftoral letter, to confefs that I 

had iallen into the errors which are condemned therein 

I endeavoured to (hew him that what I had given him 

comprehended every fort of fiibmiffion : And as, in 

this letter, he had numbered me -jjitb thi makfaSws I 

endeavaured to honotir this ftate of Jesus Christ 

without complaining. He faid to me, " But you pro- 

" miled me to fubmit to my condemnation." <' I do it 

" with all my heart, faid 1, and ] take no more in- 

" tercft in whatever I have written, than if J never had 

" written it. I will never depart from the fubminion 

' and refpeft I owe you, however things turn. Bur, 

I' my Lord, you promifed me a difcharge." "I will 

" give you it, faid be, when you have done what I 

" IhaHrequirc of you." " My Lord, yoii did me 

the honour to tell me that, on my giving you that 

2 fubmiffion, you would give me my difcharge." 

Thefe, faid he, were words which efcaped, without 

" thinlcing maturely on what both can and muft be 

" done." " I do not tell you it, faid /, to trouble you 

" with complaints, but to remind you of what you 

" promifed me; And to lliew you my fubmiffion, I 

" im willing to write at the foot of your paftoral letter 

" whatever I can put there." Having done it, he 

«ad It ; and faid to me, " he liked it well enough." 

Then puttmg it in his pocket he faid, " This is not 

the 
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" the matter. You do not fay that yoti are formally 
" an heretic. 1 will have you declare that, and ac- 
" knowledge you have been guilty of all the errors 
" which it condemns." I anfwered, " Sure, my Lord, 
" yoti fay that to prove me. Would ever a Prelate 
" of piety commit fuch an abufe on tlie good iaith 
"with which I came to place myielf in his diocefe, 
" only to make me do things which in conlcience I 
" cannot do ? I hoped to find in you a father; Let 
« not that hope meet with a deception." " I am [i 
« father of the church, faid ha : But in (liort, it is 
" not i queftion of words. If you do not fign what 
" I require, I will come with witnefies, and after 
" having admonifhed you before them, I will inform 
" the church of you, and we will cut you off, as we 
" are direfted in the gofpel." Then, my Lord, faii I, 
" I have only God for my witnels. I am ready to 
" fuffer for him ; And I hope he will grant me the 
" favour to let me do nothing againft my conlcience, 
" yet without my departing from that refpedl wliich 
" I owe you-" He wanted befide to oblige tije to 
declare that there were errors in the latin book of Fadiei' 
LA Combe, &c. 

The good Kuns, who had feen and heard a part of 
the violent rage of the BiQiop, were exceedingly 
affrighted. Mother Picard told me, " that my too 
" great mildnefs emboldened him to treat me rough- 
" ly, becaulb his mind was of fuch a call, that he 
*' generally afted that way with mild people ; but 
" more gently with fuch as were ftout and had cou- 
" rage." Such as knew ihit I had been at Meaiix 
thought T was there by order of the King, whereas I 
went thither of myfelf; and that the Bifliop had ex- 
amined me fundry times about the inward life, my 
manner of prayer, or love of God, whereas he never 
fpoke to me about any ot thefe things, 

.'■ ■ ■ . Whew 
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When he came to me, lie fakl, " he was iktisfied 
" with me; but it was my enefriies that bad him 
" torment me." At other times he would come full 
of rury, to demand that fignature which he knew I 
could fiot give him. He threatened me with all I 
have fuft'ered fince. " He Jid mt deftgn, he faid, U 
" kfi bis fortune fur me," and many more fuch things. 
After thus venting his fury, he returned to Paris and 
ftayed there fome time. 

At laft, after having been lix months at Meaax, fie 
gave me of himfelfi certificate, and aJked me no fur- 
ther fignature. What is aftonifliing to think of, at 
the very time he was moft outrageous againft me, he 
told me that if I viould come and live in bis diocefe, 1 
Jhouli da kim a fleafun. A little before WthMsmx 
he teftified to the Archbilhops of Paris and of ^etis, 
how much he efteemed and had been edified by me.' 
He prenchcd to us one day, at mafi, a furprifing fer- 
mon on the inward life, and in ic advanced things 
much ftronger than I had done. He faid that Jie was 
not mafter of himfelf, under the view which then was 
rpread around him of thofe aweful myfieries, and that 
GoQ caufed him to make this confeffion of the truth 
againft himreif. The Priorefs went to him after his 
fermon, and alkedhim, " how he could perfeciite me, 
" when he even preached my fentiments." He an- 
fwered, " it was not he ; but my enemies that 
" did ic." 

As 1 had now been fix months at Ueaiu, though 
I had engaged to ftay there only three, I afked the 
Bifliop, if hs difwed any thing farther fnm me. He an- 
fwered. No. I told him then that 1 now had need to 
go to Bourhim, and alked him if it would be agreeable 
to him-, that I iliouldcome to pafsthe reft of days with 
ihofe good Nuns i for our fpirits had been cemented 
in the bonds of mutual love, tliough the air of that 
place. 1 found to be very bad for my conftitution. 

He 
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He was much pleafed with this propofal, and faid to 
inc, " he ihould always receive me with pleafure, 
" that the Nuns had been much edified by mc ; and 
" that for himfelf he was now returning to Paris." I 
told him, " that either my daughter, or fome Ladies 
" of my friends, would come for me." At hearing 
this, he turned to the Priorcfs, and faid ro her, " Pray 
" receive well thofe who fhall come for Madam Guiou, 
" whether it be her daughter or other Ladies, Lodge 
" thein in your hotife, as long as they fliall be willjncf 
" to ftay." Two Ladies came for me. They dined" 
flipped and lodged there, and ftayed dinner next 
day. Then, about three o'clock, we took our leave 
of them and fet off. 

Scarce had I got home but the Bidiop repented his 
letting me come out of his diocefe. What made him 
change, as was difcovered fince, was, that having given 
accountto Madam Maimtenom of the terms on which 
this affair was finilhed, (he was difpleafed with the cer- 
tificate he had given me. He thought then that in 
lofing me hehad loft all the fine hopes he had flatter- 
ed himfelf with. He writ to me to return into his 
diocefe. I received at the fame timt a letter from 
the Priorefs, wherein ftie writ, " that whatever defire 
" fhc had of having me again in her houfe, (he 
" thought herfelf obliged to let me know the defigns 
" of the Bilhop 5 and that he was refolved, if he had 
" me again in his power, to torment me worfe than 
" ever," I knew that he lioped to eftablilh a high 
fortune on the perfecution he fliouid carry on againft 
me : And as the defign of it was on another perfon far 
above me, he thought that in my cfcaping him ic 
would be all loft. Mother PicARD fent me with her 
letter a new certificate, from the Biihop, but fo far 
different from the former, which he defired me to 
lend back ; that I faw 1 had no juftice to jcxpeft 
liom him. Neverthelefs to obferve all the rules of 
decency toward him, from which I never departed, I 
Vol, II. G g writ 
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writ to the Priorefs, that I had 'placed what the Bifhop 
demanded back from me in the hands of my family, 
which, after all that had palled, had need of a piece 
of that nature for my vindication -, and there was room 
to believe they would not part with it. In the lirft 
he certifies thus, " from the declarations and fub- 
^' miflions of Madam Guion, together with the good 
" teftimony which has been given us of her, during 
" the fix months of her refidenee in our dioccfe, in 
" the Monaftcry of St. Mary., we are fatisfied with her 
" conduft, and have continued to her the parricipa- 
" tion of the holy facrament, in which we found her. 
" We declare farther, that we have found her in no 
" wife involved in the abomiriations of MoUms, or 
" others otherwifc condemned, and have not meant 
" to comprehend her in the mention which hath been 
" made tliereof by us in our ordinance of the 6th of 
" April 1 6^s. 

" Given at Mmiix this firR day of July 1695. 

" J. BENIGNE, Billiopof Afeflw." 

Now this latter certificate fent me by the Eilliop 
feemed to fopport all that had hpen faid againft me, 
as it contained not a word to the contrary. Enraged 
at the refufai of giving up the former certificate to 
his demand, he gave out " that I had run away from 
" the Convent, having leaped over the walls," Be- 
fide my being a bad leaper, all the Nuns were witnelTes 
to the contrary ; And yet this ftory was fo current that 
many people believe it to this day. A procedure of 
this nature permitted me no more to refign myfelf to 
the difcretion of the Bifiiop of MifiJKA' : And as they 
gave me to underftand, that they were going to pu(h 
things with the ucmoft violence, I thought I ought to 
leave to God whatever might fall out, and at the fame 
time take all the meafures of prudence, to avoid the 

effect 
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eiFefl: of the threats which came pouring on me on at! 
fides. Many places of retreat were offered nie ; but I 
was not free in my mind to accept of any, not toem- 
barafs any body, nor involve in troubles my friends 
and my 'family, to whom they might attribute my 
ei'cape. 1 took the refokition of not quitting Piirj/, 
of livinc there in fome private place with my maids, 
who were trufty and fure, and in general to hide my- 
felf from the view of the world. I contumed thus 
about five or fix months. I pafled the day all alone 
in reading, in praying to God, and in working. But 
toward the end of theyear 1695 * I was arrefted, all 
fick as at that time I was, and condufted to VmenHes, 
I was three days in ihe cuftody of Monf. Dss Gbez, 
who had arrefted me i becaufe the King would not 
then confent ;o my being put in pnfoB ; faying fevc- 
ral times over, that a Convent was fu£iaent. They 
deceived his juftice by ftiU ftronger calomnies. They 
painted me to his eyes in colours fo black, that they 
made him fcruple his goodnefs and equity. He then 
confented to my being taken to Vmemm. 

• This was tic ijli> of December of faid year. Editoi'. 
Note. 
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T SHALL notfpeakof that long perfeciition. which 
A has made io much nolle, for a fcries of ten years 
impnlonmenrs, in all forts of prifens, and of a banidi- 
ment dniofl: as long, and not yet ended, t through 
crofe cdumnies and alJ imaginable forls of fufflr- 
ings. There are fafts too odious onthe parts of divers 
perfon?, which charity induces me to cover: And it 
ism this fenfe that <hmty covers a multmde of fim. 

,^r' Z' \ ^''^, ^^"^ ""= ''t'^^" °" tl't part of 
thole who, having been feduced bv ill-difpofed cer- 
fons, are yet relpeded by me for their piety and ofher 
reafons, though they have fhewed a «al too bitter for 
things of which they had no true knowledge. The 
one forcvl pafs over in filence out of refpedb. and the 
other out of chanty. What I have to*^ fa; is, that 
from fo long a tram of erofe, wi.h which m^ life 
has been filed one may judge that the greateft were 

'ff S^'V;,'- "-^^ Y"' "^^ '='" f^'°° who, thro. J an 
efiia of his goodnefs, did not rejed me, had no mind 
to leave the end of i«y life without a greater coS- 
ZITAT'^^""^''^- ."' ^"^ arraigned before a 1 

o too H r ff- i"r ^^' "^^^ "^= ^h" f^™^'^ to be 
fo too He fuffered the moft violent outrages withom 
coniplaming. JJe hjs conferred on nie tl^ mercy of 
domg the fame. How could I do otherwif^^the 
v.ewhegave me of his love and his goodnefs" In 
this refemblance of my Saviour I regarded as favour" 
what the world looks upon as ^Vange perfecutbnr 
1 he peace and joy I had within hindered Lf^T^,. 
^ngthe moft violent perfecutors, otherwife than asm- 

ftruments 

f It ferns tfcat Hiefe words liiveb£pn;nr..,cju i. « i. 
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ftruments of the juftice of my God, which has ever 
been to me fo adorable and fo amiable. I was then ift 
prifon as in a place of delight and refreflinient, this Ge- 
neral privation of all creatures giving me more room to 
to be alone with God. Thus I regarded all thofe oreac 
apparent evils, and that univerfal decry, as the great- 
eit of ail benefits. I looked upon it as the work of 
the hand of God, who was pleafed U cmer his taberna- 
cle viith the Jkim of biafis, to hide it from the eyes of 
thofe to whom he would not have it luanifefted. 

I HAVE born long and fore languilhings, oppreffive 
and painful maladies without relief. I have been alfa 
inwardly under great defolations for feveral months, in 
fuch fort that I could only fay thefe words, " My God, 
" My Goo, why haft thou forfaken me f" All creatures 
feemed to be againft me. I then put myfelf on the 
fide of God, and of the creatures, againft myfelf. How 
could I complain of what I fuffered, with a love fo 
clear from all felf-intereft ? Should I now intereft my- 
felf for myfelf, after having made fo entire a facrifice 
of whatever regards this self ? No. I therefore chnfe 
rather to coniecrate all thefe fufferings by filence. 

I HAVE defended my innocence with enough of cou- 
rage and firmnefs, not to leave any doubt of the falfe- 
hood of the calumnies caft on perfons whofc prayer is 
fervent and iove fincere. The fpeechcs of their flin- 
derers are rafli, and contrary to every fort of truth and 
juftice : And yet the heart, which loves God, whofe 
confcience reproaches it with nothing, even from hence 
gains an increafe of ftrer.gth and of happinefs. Per- 
iecution is a weight which always finks and plunges the 
foul into God. What matters it if all creatures 
are unchained againft that foul, when it is all alone in 
Iweet communion with its God, and gives him folid 
teftimonies of its love ,' So, fince there is no other 
way of teftifying to God that we love him, than in 
bearing heavy ftifferings for his love, we arc infinitely- 
indebted 
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indebfedto him when he gives us the means of doing 
it. 

Perhaps Tome will be furprifecl at my refitfinc to 
give the derail ot the greaceft and ftroiigeft crofics of 
my life, after 1 have related ihafe which were Ids. I 
thought it proper to tell fomething of the croffes of my 
youth, to Ihew the crucifying condiiijb which God held 
over rae, I thoiig[it myfelf alfo obliged to relate certain 
fafls, to maniftft their falfehood, the conduft of thofe 
by wliom they had paffed, and the authors of thofe per- 
fecutions of wliich I have been only tlie accidental ob- 
ject", as I was only pcrfecuced, in order to involve 
therein perfons of great merit 5 whom, being out of 
their reach by themfelves, they therefore could not 
perfonally attack, but by confounding their afi'airs 
with mine. I thought I owed it to rehgion, piety, 
tny friends, my family and myfelf 

WFiiLElwas prifoner at Vinemnss, and MonfieurDs 
LA Reike examined me, I palTed my time in great 
peace, content to pafs tlie reft of my life there, if fuch 
were the will of God. I fang fongsof joy, which 
the maid who ferved me learned by heart, .15 faft as I 
made them r And we together fang thy praifes, oh my 
God ! The ftones of mypriibn loolced in my eyes like 
rubies, I cftccmcd them more than all the gaudy 
brilliancies of a vain world. My heart was full of 
that joy whith thou giveft to them who love thee, in 
themidftof their greateft croffes. 

This peace was wounded, for a ftort fpace, by an 
infidelity which I fell into. It wa.5 in premeditating 
one day on what anfwers J fhould make, at an exami- 
nation which was to be the next day. I anfwered bad- 
ly. God, who had fo often caufed me to anfwer 
difficult and perplexed qtieftions, with much facility 
and preicnce of mind, punifhed me now, even by ftop- 
pin^iTic fcorc on eafy matters with confiifion. It ferved 

to 
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to (hew me the inutility of our arrangements on fuch 
occafions, and the fafecy of trufting in God. They 
who depend on human reafon fay, " it is neeeffarj' 
" to look before us, and to make our preparations ; 
« that it is to tempt God, and cxpefl: miracles, to aft 
ctherwife." I leave otliers to think what they will. 
As to me, I find no fafeiy but in reBgning mylclf to 
God. AUfcripture abounds; with texts enforcing fuch 
a refignation. 

When things were carried to the greatcft extremi- 
ties, I, then being in the Bafiih, faid to thee, oh my 
Got!, " if thou art pleafed to render nic a new fpeSla- 
" tie to men mid angels, thy holy will be done ! _ All 
" I a(k is that thou wilt lave thine, lb that neither 
" princifeJitics, mrjiswers, nor ttefwsrd, sJflj evcrftpamfs 
" them from the pure love in Jesus Christ. As for me, 
" what matters it what men think of me, or make me 
" fuffer, fitice they cannot feparate me from thee i" Were 
" I to plcafe all men and difpleafe thee, wretched would 
« be the confequence. Let all men then delpifc and 
" hate me, fo 1 may but be agreeable to thee. Their 
" ffrokes will polifh what may be defeflive in me, 
" that I may be prefented to him for whom I die dai- 
" ly." I faw all men united as it were to furprize and 
to torment me, all the fubtilty of wit employed for 
it, by people who had abundance of it ;_ and poor me, 
alone, without fuccour, fometimes alfo feeling the 
heavy hand of God upon me, who fecmed to aban- 
don me to myfelf, and to my own obfcilrlty ; all my 
own vivacity having been fo long mortified, having 
laboured all my life long to fubmit myfelf to Jesus 
Christ, and my reafon to his conduct. I volunta- 
rily undetwent, as long as my health permitted it, very 
rigorous faftings and auftere penances : Eur all this 
looked only like the burning of fttaw. One moment of 
the condudl of doD is of a thoufand times more efficacy 
than all that we can infiiS upon ourfelvesi 

BcroRi 



I 



24° The L I F E OF Part lU. 

Before I enter on her concluflve Chapter I think 
proper to exhibit a view of her poetry. ^ 

In her Jong jmprifonmenr, (lie compofed, as fhe has 
informed u. many Hymns ; «uh Poems on a 1 fcr?^ 
of rp.rm>a!iubje&, filling five oftavo voIt,m« Her 

The Tranflatorof /i^ ExiraSs frm her Life and 
iVnmgs hits given us the ,ft and id of her clw 
oriT^™. and her Poem on dr.ine comr,rumon ZT, 
own words but with a Trannation of themin Profe 

\;ll^^'r^T?K "'^^f "-^^ "='t°"« of the Arch- 
biftop oY Cmnhr^'^ L,fe has given i,. the 2d and .d in 
her own words, but without any Tranniiinnnl If 1 
ruppofed his EngUIh Readers geLlal ^ n, lek of th^ 
trend,, and capable of difcernlng the' beautClft 

D.s^ons of pleafing. to the utmoftof my power 
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CANT IQ_UF, 



CANT I Q,U E I. 

I. 

GREAT Gon, here at 
eafe, 
Thee fingly to pleafe, 
1 fing all the length of 
the dajf ; 
Shut tip in a cage, 
Yet ftelter'd from rage ; 
Oh liften and fmile on 
the lay ! 

11. 
From forrow releas'd. 
With folace increas'd, 
The bars of my prifon I 
love: 
All toil here untry'd, 
All wants well fypply'd, 
1 am bleit, andenrich'd, 
from above. 

'-'■ III. 

What if aliens are prone 

To defpife, a.s unknown, 

A language in heav'n 
i ' underfbjod ; 
'Tis a feaft to the tafte 
Of the foul that is chafte, 
As it lows from tlie 
fountain of good, 

IV. 

Tho' my foes have coni- 

bin'd, 
And my body confin'd, 
Vol. H. 



Yet my foul is with li- 
■ berty bleft : 
1 am humbly content. 
With whatever is fent ^ 
For 1 know that thy 
pleafureis beft. 

V. 

O pleafure divine, 
Al! excellence thine ; 
And thee will I love' 
and adore ; 
The more piercing my 

pain, 
rije more freedom I gain. 
And of every choice blef- 
liflg the more. 

VI. 

Accept then, I-^pray, 
The tribute I pay, . 
1 fing ; as a bird, full of 

Vivacious, ekpos'dj 
In a cage when inclos'd, 
His warblin^.^i^oos 
enaploy;,!-// \ ) 

viii-'r'.. - , ■ 

Grant my hymns, utter'd 

here. 
Melodious to chear, ^ " - 
Tho' tend'rei' and lijftef- 
than fine: " ^ 

And thertrength ever deig(i 
Of my life to fnftain. 
Of that durable lift 
which is thine. 
Hh Thy 
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VIII. 

Thy wondrous defence 
Makes, a cell feem im- 

Ir flieds fo peculiar a 

grace : 
Such a plcafijre abounds, 
Sucfi a glory furroiinds. 
And the joj's of thy 
kingdom embrace. 
IX. 
AH my foes 1 behold. 
All the flout and the bold. 
Perplexing their hearts 
with their pain i 
Confounded. — I fee. 
While happily free, 

Ho^^ they vent all their 
furies in vain ! 



Ennbitters hcrfweets ; 
Where all the long day 

Is a banquet divine ! 
Can torments allav 

Such affeftion as mine ?* 

n. 

No, welcome to love, 

My paini are delights : 
No torture can move. 

No terror affrights. 
Let *cm fmite witli a fpear. 

Or pierce with a dart. 
The worft they can rear 

The wifli of my heart.If 

Id. 

Immur'd in a fort. 
My fole exercife. 
While without a fiipport. 
Is my love and my (Ighs : 
For meeknefs in harms 

My glorj' wiil prove ; 
And Sovereign Charms 
Shou'd h4ve fovereign 
love. 

IV. 
Let me faithful endure, 
As my fiifferings, I find. 
The 

• BjithU iynnit looks Ss if Lady x-.vms had met witfl 
lone rough afagc in her imprii'onmcm, Jn order to extort froni 
her romeihing coi:toiy to the truth in her heart, apd that, hav- 
ing faithfully lunnoanted it, ilie was filled with great joy from 

t Well worthy it is of being noted, to how gfsat a degree tha 
bve of GOE loflamed her hem, that, far from fearing the 
moll dreadful pcrfecUlipM. (lie even wilhed for them, as the means 
of giving the follefi pfoof of the depth and fitmnefs of hei love. 



CANTJQ_UE 11. 

Mdrejfcd ia hr Duugem. 



I. 



OLovW folitude. 
Where happinefs 
greets ; 
And nothing that's rode 
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7'he pleafure procure. Changes what wou'd 
Which reigns in my annoy ; 

mind: And deigns to fupply 
As God, from on high. Strength, patience anfd 
.... joy. 


, : C A N T I 


Q U E III. 



I. 

MY deareft Proreftor, fee how they detain 
My life in a dungeon ! Yet let me remain 
While fuch is thy pleafure : For better no doubt 
In a prifiin with thee than & palace without 1 \^i.. 

l\. 
No thought in my heart dares to lift up its head. 
But the thought which to love, and to ferve thee, is led. 
III. 
I wllh'd to be thine from my tendereft age: 
No lovers befide have I fought to engage, 
No Bender fupporis of the loftieft reeds. 
No Eruft in their words, and no hope of their deeds, 
IV. 
In every probation to thee the recourfe 
Of my foul, in thy grace is its only refource. 
What elfe can I do, fo furrounded with foes. 
But fly CO thy goodnefs which heals all my woes i 
V. 
When my hair fhall grow white, and infirmities Ihake, 
Tlus old Ihatter'd fabrick thou wilt not forfake. 
VI. 
I was formerly pain'd when I faw, night and day, 
What innocence fuffer'd in walking her way ; 
But fince 1 liave learn'd, we arc fiimmori'd to prove 
By the weight of our fuffering the weight of our love. 
H h a Love 



. \ 
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VII. 

Loveperfciil and pure goes farther than thought : 

None knows, til) he proves it, how dear 'twill be bought. 

Yet 'tis well worth its price, and a thoufand times more. 

Since it brings u.s to Heav'nwhen our labours are o'er! 

. ..lei.fpur fplloyying pieces are extraaed from many 
of her's promifcuouGy taken. The two firft give a brief 
review of fome of the former parts of her life. The 
third, of the excellencies of divine love. The fourth, 
of her iiniverfal concern formankend. 
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I. 



I. 



PERMIT me, my-GoD, 
For thjr botint)' be- 
I ftow'd. 

To render oblations of 
praife i 
O gracious to grant 
l"he fiipplies of 'each waiit. 
And to high refignation 
to laife I 
II. 
To blaft with the wind 
What malice defign'd ; 
To fill with the fervour 
of !bVe ! 
Its dlitedus flow, , 
J joyfully know, 

The "Lord of my life 
vi\i\ approve. 
III. 
What n»nders and lies 
Han around in difguift. 
To make odious the 
.immd of my naniei 



And, as far *s they durd. 
To procure me the word, 
Tho' guiltiefs, offuffer- 
ing and fhame : 

IV. 

Till wave upon wave 
Threaten'd death and a 
grave, 
In the fathomlefs depth 
of the flood ; 
So refolv'd in their will ! 
T'hey had mestit it for HI ; 
But thy pleafiire bus 
ttirn'dit to good, 
V. 
For here, O my God, 
What a grateful abode ! 
An afyluiti ofboimdlefs 
delight ! 
I rejoice in my llatc, 
Tho' my lodging fo ftrait, 
Having nothing but thee 
in my fight. 

Let 



VI. 

Let. the winds roai- about ; 
Let theftorrasrageiE)//iff»<; 
All 'Jtsitbin is fo calm 
and ferene f 
Not a cumberfome care, 
Nat a trifling aEfiir, 

Interrupting the peace 
of the feene ! 
VII. 
If events thenarife. 
Or defcend from the fkies. 
On thee let me fingly 
depend. 
From the wind, and the 

wave. 
Thou art mighty tojmc. 
And a calm, amd a fun- 
fhine, to fend. 

vm. 

Human wifdom and pride. 
Fling your glories afide. 
Nor feduce with your 
fparks in tiie night. 
Ye fo (lily deceive. 
That men fancy they're 

brave, 

And refufe to their Author 

his right. 

IX. 

Ye provoke with your 

flames. 
Into furious aims. 

Till wrath. in cqnfufiot) 

.".;•,;..; expireB. . ,, 

. While favour'd with lighr^ 

Which , woM'li;, kad then^ 

afight,,. ■., ,:,,ir \ 

Wmi they clalb in their 

erring dcfires ! 



X. 

O ye carnally wife, 
Who deride anddefpife 
All your fcnfe wiiat im- 
menfely tranfcendsl 
What in fecret is fcai'd. 
Yet to babes is reveil'd. 
No critical wit compre- 
hends. 

XI. - '.f 

In time theti apply, '"■ 
This wifdom to buy : 
Your wills to your Au- 
thor's refign. 
Behiuiible andjull, 
Upright in each triift, 
And in mercy and puri- 
ty (bine. 

XII. 
Then ineffable gains 
Willrefult fromyourpains; 
And, the gates of his 
kingdom unbarr'd. 
The celeftial King, 
In his bounty, will bring 
To the joys of an end- 
lefs reward. 

II. 



OLoVE ever tru?, ' 
.Ever ancient and 
newa 
How thy favours un- 
bounded amaze' 
How grace from on high, 
Like 
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Like M Angel of joy. 
All around me thy 
glory dilplavs ! 
If. 
'Tifi tlie cealilefs delight 
Of my Ibul to recite 
The ftiow'rs of thy lore 
as they fiow. 
My ALL is In thee ; 
And woTHiNo to mc 
Are the clurnis of the 
nations below. 

III. 

Thy prefcnce inlpircs. 
And crowns my defircs. 
Oh fill all my foul with 
thy love ! 
My Guardian and Guide 
When tempted and try'd ! 
Let our union eternally 
move. 
IV. 
To iny foul, to my fight. 
All is fweet, all is bright : 
For thy pleafure all na- 
ture obeys. 
Here I trace all thy truth, 
Ftom my tendered: youth. 
In the deeds of anterior 
da.ys. 
V 
My forces had faii'd, 
By Eckncfs afiaii'd ; 
Yet health from thy hand 
I regain'd. 
When weigh'd to the 
ground, 



With croflEs around. 
Thy hand, ftill attentive, 
fufiain'd. 
. VI. 
The Tempsft and tide 
With perils have ply'd. 
Amid the loud threats 
of the feas ; 
The heights over floods, 
The robbers in woods ; 
Yet my heart was un. 
mov'd and ateafe. 
VJI. 
When of fiends and of foes 
Rude legions arofe. 
To Ihock me with dire- 
ful difmay ; 
Full of faith, void of fear, 
1 repell'd their career. 
Thro' the force of thy 
fovereign fway. 
VIII. 
What can anger or pride ? 
Having thee on my fide, 
Their efforts iibortivc 
rebound. 
The plots and the fchemes 
Wild phantoms and 
dreams ! 
The hearts of their au- 
thors they wound. 
IX. 
How in envy combin'd. 
In their error how blind. 
With the tendereftcom- 
paffion I view. 
Their labour employ'd, 

In 
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In thy favour enjoy'd, 
My warmeft, of wjfties 
piirfuc. ■; ., 
X. 
May they timely be taught 
In each woi;d, and each 
thought. 



To move with a rcve. 
rent awe ; 
To gain a delight, 
A purity bright. 

In evolving the lines of 
thy Uw ! 



w 



III. 

On the Excellencies of divine Love. 
HEN Affection abounds that is perf ect .4nd 



PURE, 

Ko terrors alarnicand no vices allure. 
The foul, then exalted, all goodnefs purfues; 
For honours immortal engrofs all her views. 
Then holding her freedom, her purity bought, 
Th' Infernals are vex'd at tiieir victinj uncaiight. 

What drains can this perfefl: affection tlecbre ? 
What objefts aflemble with it to compare ? 
'Tis the richeft of treafures, the brighteft of gems ; , 
All thrones it outlhines, all the world's diadems. 
'Tis the nobleft of plants, as afcending it (lioots 
From the virtuous heart, full of excellent fruits. 
From the fmalleft of feeds it will rife, and will fpread. 
O'er the Earth with its boughs, up to Heav'n with its 

head. 
The ftorm only touches its rind as it blows ; 
For the more agitated the firmer it grows. 
So folid and lading its virtues are feen. 
Its fruits ever fine, and its leaves ever green i 
In all ages and climates admir'd and renown'd, 
Frotn the love of the Higheft they Iblely redound. 

'Tis the firft, and the fineft, of themes ever known. 
All befide it, give way — to behold it alone ! 
On every conditjjw it breathes a content. 
In the confcious (jourfe of the moments well fpent. 

It 
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It fwertetis our bitters, it comfopts <mr toil ; 

Ii melts down the mountains, and fqiftens the foil. 

It lifts tip the vales as it levels the hills. 

Throws kftinefi down, and with Imulinefs fills. 

Each image of gokl, and eaeh Jdol of kad, 

As tliey fall to the grotind, Igfi toe handi and the hea<i. 

h ftrengthens In weakncfs, in fjcknefs it heals, 
AndpIeaCiires, rewarding, to forrows utileals. 
It brightens in trials, as gqld, when refin'd. 
The drol's in the furnace when leaving behind. 
It baffles all Malice, and balks hex intent. 
Full Ijappiiisfs flowing wl^ieremiftry wag "meant ! 
The Pris'ner, exulting, the wonder proclaims; 
And Martyrs, with longs, in the midft of the fiaines. 

To kindnefs approaching it opens 3 door. 
Supplying all wants, and enriching the poor : 
The glory of countries, the beauty of towns ! 
Fr»m tranfient croffes, to permanent crowns. 
The coward turns fearlelsof fworda and offras- 
And mortals, aftpnifh'd, work wonders with eafe. 
F.ffefts of thy goodnefs, O Sort eigw divine ! 
All the pow'rs in the world are as nothing to thine. 

Each rifing defire in the hiari is deny'd, 
Which tends frotn thy kingdom to turn it afidc. 
The ready ftipprelTion attrads thy regards : 
And fwect arc the foretaftcs of ftittire rewards j 
The hsiidrei-fold promis'd to them who refign 
All the charms they delight in, and chule to be 
thine. 
Ambition snd A-v'rice and Fnvy and Luft, 
An army of Giants, are ftretch'd in the dull:. 
The mighty Gsliah's, who vaunt on the plain. 
By the hands of thy ftriplings are fpeedily fiain. 
Proud SELF is in ajhes dhas',1, mid ahhorr'i. 
And only the Maker of all things ador'd. 

To thee then adhering, wherever they go, 
With a virtuous ardor thy votaries glow. 
Tho* rocks in the road, or tho' defaTts are found, 
Harmonious appears the creation arbund; 

All 
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All nature looks chcarful, if foul or if fair. 
New fragrance diffufing in ambient air. 
The joy that's within ilTues forth in their views, 
And Paradile, gracing all objeifls, renews. 

Shou'd we buy it with I'ufFcrings, and lolTes of ill 
Thefiocks in the fsld, and the herds in ihefiall. 
With voUies of flander our characters torn. 
Or fierce pcrfecution incefTantly born, 
The ptirchalewerc cheap, fince alone it procures 
A Etnefs for bill's which for ever endures. 



IV, 



1. 



OmySov'reign, engage 
Every nation and 
age 
To lay hold of thy prof- 
fers of aid ; 
The motions of fin 
To ftiSe within. 

In virtues unfpotted ar- 
ray'd 1 

II. 

Happy change of the times, 
Over ages and climes, 
While o'er 'em thy fun 
daily fliincs : 
From each crime, and 

each luft. 
Ever pure, everjuft. 
And ennobled in all 
their defigns i 
III. 
Thefatiltis not thine. 
If the finner decline 

Vol. II. ] 



I'o walk in the way tiiat 
is right ; 
So clear thou haft fhew'd. 
So courted and woo'd 
His rettirn to tlie rays 
of thy light ! 
IV. 
But it grieves to fiirvey 
Such a fatal decay 

Of the life of celeftisl 
birth ; 
How its beauties are fotl'd, 
And its fortitude foil'd, 
Wide over the face of 
the earth ! 
V. 
Ah the treacherous joys 
Of f ranfient toys ; 

Of treafores a baneful 
abufe; 
Like fnakes hid in flow'rs, 
Or harlots amours 

Which deadly diftem- 
pers adduce! 
i Thsy 
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vr. 

Tliey plunge into woes. 
Which Jdtrrit no repofe, 
Where iiifbient fpirits 
infeft : 
Their mirth and their wit, 
And their fcorning, unfit 
To join in the joys of 
' the bleft ! 

VI r. 

Who vices refufe. 
And reditude ciiufe, 
Can never repent of 
their choice. 
I'riie freedom, alone. 
True bills is their own, 
Who hearken and follow 
/ thy voice. 

vin. 

Tho' fo high on thy throne, 
Tis thy jay to make known 
Thy fecrets iinfeal'dj to 
the wife. 
In affedion divine, 
As in adion, they (hine. 
And t!iy mercies they 
thankfully prize. 
IX. 
Thy words to fulfill, 
To cotrforin to thy will. 
The permanent mark of 
the mind ! 



With thee they convcrfe. 
And rejoice to rchearfe 
Thy laws, and thy love 
CO mankind. 
X. 
When thefe meet on high, 
In a lovelier fky. 
Where their Sov'reign 
and Saviour appears ; 
All beauties are found, 
All pleallircs abound, 
And his infinite nood- 
nefs endears. 
XI. 
Their labours all o'er. 
Their troubles no more. 
Triumphing in hiftre 
improv'd. 
What joys will they know. 
From the fountain to flow, 
Ever loving, and ever 
belov'd [ 
■. XIT. 
! Who can ceafe to admire, 
O Sov'reign and Sire, 
How thy Greatnefs and 
Goodnefs unite ? 
Then, depriv'd of his 

crown, 
Bufy Self is thrown down. 
When wc come to be- 
hold things aright. 
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M. G U I O N's Experience 
Of DIVINE COMMUNION, 



A POEM. 

Prophefjiiig that the Light of the Gofpel (liould reach 
to, and fpread in, the leparate Ifiands (the moft 
memorable of which are iht Brttifa Illes) the cold 
Northern Regions, and the Continent of America. 

N. B. It has of late reached to and fpread,Jn fome de- 
gree, in the difmal cold country of Greenland, 
thro" the means of fome patient mAjaithful Inhmrcrs 
from Mora'^ia in Germany. 

CH R IS T tohis SPOUSE. 

OThou dear objeft of my fixi delight. 
True to my laws, and beauteous m my fight, 
Obfequious, chafte, effervent with the dart 
Of pure affedion in thy conftant heart ! 
My Bride elefted ! All thit self rcfign : 
For ever faithful to thy bridegroom flime. 
As when thy toils, in prior days purlu'd. 
No ftipend fought, no fordid Willi allow d. 

When in the maze of thorny paths I led. 
Or on the cliffs where briary thickets bred. 
Thy courfe was dauntlefs, while it feem'd alone. 
And faith undevious from the path unknown. 

Pleas'd I beheld thy vigilance and fears, 
Keliev'd thy fighs, allay'd thy giiihing tears, _ 
Look'd on thy conflifts, heard thy fupi^liant itram. 
And arm'd with patience in the depth ot pain. 

li 2 When 



|yi 
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When death Rood threat'ning, ftiJl my Spouse re- 
lign'd !■■"' 

Cail'd not my love inconftant or unkind. 
Thy loads were pond'roiis : j the burthen blclf, 
Tho' fancied diftatit from iliy foul diflrell:. 
No placid eafe, or gay diverfion fought, 
None but the fuccoiirs which my pleafure broiiffht. 
With lenient balm I footh'd eacii paiji and fright^ 
Within thy bofom, yet without thy lluht. 

This then thy language, " O my deareft Spouse, 
" With tiicc- to fuffer is the lot I chufe. 
" For thee to labotr is thy Lover's fcope : 
" Thy fmile her only happinefs and hope ! 
" All gems befide it are but void and vain : 
" They wound her peace, and (mtalize her pain. 
" One look of chine (why turn'd away thofe eyes?) 
" Fills with new raptures, and new life fupplies." 

I jaw thee ftruggling with incumbent throes. 
As fo my throne thy pray'r, emergent, rofe. 
No pow'r exterior gave internal reft, 
Or gain'd ifeat and fceptre in thy hrcaji. 
It ibftiy breath'd, O Witnefs of my love, 
" Look down, aufpicious, from the realms above. 
" O rock of a^cs ! Nothing here below 
" I crave, enrich'd if thy compaffion Raw. 
_ When yet too weak I faw thy willing mind 
for full refinement, which my Grace deiign'd, 
I cail'd, " Exert thy doubled fortitude, 
" No baits, delicious to the fenfes, view'd. 
" For fiicii our leaf^ue : If ihou'lt be wholly mine, 
"Thou mtift ill darlings, and thyfelf, refign : 
" Call each warm with of all thy blifs afidc, 
" And refl; /a mine completely fatisfy'd. 
" Endure with patience. Let no conflias tirej 
" To fee me glorious be thy fole defire." 

What in fueh confcious folitude I faid 
Thine ear attended, and thy heart obey'd. 
My chearing voice thy vivid hope advanc'd. 
And tlie chafte ardor of thy love enhanc'd. 

Unfcen 
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Unfeen, unknown, thou woud'ft have infiant dy'd. 

To give bright pledges of afaithfid Bride. 

AU beauty's chartns in dark oblivion caugiit. 

All ftlfifh interefts in the diift nnfonghr. 

Thou cry'd, " I'm fair, if faithful to my Lord, 

" Whofe wondrous favours on his Spoufe are ftor'd." 

At length all murmurs on thy lips decay'd : 
AU fell in filcnt reflgnation laid. 
Silence profound ! It's marv'lous glow refines. 
And human wit, andwiidom, far outfliines. 
All words are worthlefs, vrhere itf beams abound. 
When mutual converfe melts without a found. 

Thus in the woods thou paft thy pleafing youth. 
Alone, enraptur'd with eekfiial truth. 
In reveient ftillnefs heard nty language there, 

And wifti'd no human eloquence to hear. 

It wrought its wonders. AU thy pangs it heal'd. 

And joyous myft'ries of my realm reveal'd, 

Unveil'd my beauty ; with my goodnefs bleft ; 

Source of thy toils, and temple of thy reft ! 
'Twas then thy foul in cleareft luftre faw 

How fenfes, pimper'd, into bondage draw. 

Thy hands refus'd, whate'er wou'd gratify 

Their keen demand, fuperfluous, to fupply. 

AU charms then darkeii'd which had once been bright. 

As ftars all vaniih from the folar light. 

Each wilh was ONE, as when the lucid rays, 

To one fix'd point coUefted, hotly blaze. 

Then in new freedom foar'd thy flaming love, 

High on the pinions of the peaceful dove ; 

Oflhefe great favours all the grateful fame, 

Todiftant nations, ardent to proclaim. 



HER 
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Her Soliloquy and Addre 



ss. 



QUCHlalutation, from my Sov'rcign Spoufp, 

O Hail'd, m Jiis Bride a boundlefs love to rouVe 

Of iecret Self to drown the fiy contrail!, ' 

And Ex in perfeft purity of foul. 

No more I wilh'd of cranfient toys to view : 

No more mine audience vain difcourfes drew 

"Oh grant new pow'rs, Ifrsfd, my Love'fupremc, 
l-or promulgation of the worthieft theme : 
" Nor longer leave my fervour thus coniin'd, 
" Since thy refulgence on my foul has ihin'd I 
" Thy boundlefs goodnefs now my foul furveys 
" 'Tis loft in wonder, and 'tis fiU'd with praife ' 
" Rapt with thy beauties, and exempt from fear 
" I friuft reloLind 'em, tho' the worft I bear. 
Ye fever'd ifles, and Hyperbsnna plains,' 
Wiiofe floods lie fetter'd in their icy chains 
mofe piercing blafts deprive yoiir dreary glades 
Of the Iweet fragrance of the Southern Jhades, 
To you, tho' diftant, in his name 1 call ; 
Oh live devoted to the Lob a of All. 
Your gates immortal to his Grace unfold ; 
And ye'il exult in bleflings yet untold, 
In the high glories of perpetiisl hills, 
In the fweet folate of ccleflial riUs. 

If no repugnance intercept the rays 
Which rife to blefs you with the beR of days, 
All wants redrefs'd, a brighter Sun will glow, 
And endlefs love in blifsful union flow, 
Yourliearts and hands in generous acts employ 
And crown your labours with tranfcetidcnt joy.' 
n?u '**'^'5'f^'^''''=''s in th' enamel'd fields. 
Where an unproves what lovely mttire yields ; 
Ye beauteous hills for pearly fruits renown'd. 
Ye crowns of vines which deck their fiimmits round, 

Ye 
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Ye wide canals which coll amaaing toil, 
Yc ftreams which murmur o'er the flow'ry foil. 
Oh fince your Lords, dttoy'd with earthly views, 
Negled: the Giver, and the gifts mifufe. 
Since peace fraternal yields to felfifh ttrifc. 
And grateful virtue to luxurious life, 
1 leave, lamenting, your infcfled (bate, 
And waft my words to regions lefs elate. 

Ye then who hold yon Wejiern Hemifphere, 
Or whofe long darknefs ends your frigid year, 
Within your breads your Author's love inclofe, 
To thaw your ice, and melt your chilling fnows. 
He courts a refuge in your nations. Chufe 
Him for your Lord, nor offer'd blifs refufe. 
His due reception renders every place 
Fair in his fight, and honour'd with his Grace. 
He lifts aloft, and wings to blifs from woe 
A race of rebels in the world below. 
Broke from the bonds of daftard fear and (hame. 
By virtue fervent with celeftial flame. 

Ye fruitlefs trafts, whofe haplefs throngs are thin. 
Oil, if he fliield you from the (hafts of fiti ; 
His perfeft goodnefs if your tribes revere. 
And to his laws, in fpotlefs lives, adhere ; 
Then all its wildnefs will the wafle forego. 
Then cUiftring grapes for noxious brambles grow. 
But righteous judgment will at laft furprize. 
If mortals, call'd, the gracious call defpife. 



I 
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Some fhort Pieces taken from her Book of Etn- 
blems, which appear to have been the pro- 
duftiqns of her younger days. 



H 



I. 



OW endanger'd was I, when diftatlt from the* 
When fins had an abfokitc reinn ■ ' 



When frantic with joy, from reftriftion if free, 
I rufli'd into iports with the vain ! 

II. 

W.'.en idle amufements attrafted my heart, 

When I heard, and yet fled from, thy' voice ; 

Appiauding^ my folfy, for flying apart. 
And blindly purfiiing her choice ! 

III. 

I now fee it all with a pungent regret ; 

Of my rafhnefs I deeply repent. 
Oh deign, I befeech, to forgive and forget . 

To thy will Set me fully be bent ! 



II. 



HOW long I refifted a gracious God, 
Who kindly von chfafd to invite! 
Ah rebel I was, well deferving his rod. 
And to fink in the horrors of nioht. 

II. 

1 fiibmlt, I furrender myfclf to thy will : 
And nothing I hop- from iny tears. 

Thy righteous fentence let juftice fulfill ; 
So my Ibul be fet free from her fears. 
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Great Author of goodnefs, my heart with thy love 
Has beenfmitten, and felt us delight: 

Then every delay from obedience remove, 
And turn what is wrong all aright. 



III. 



I. 

NO pains I deplore. 
Which are paid to 
my fault ; 
Chaflife me yet more, 
To revenge the revolt. 

H. 
I'm afham'd, and 1 grieve. 

As thy goodneis I find 
So fwift to relieve. 

To carefs me fo kind. 

111. 
Not thy mernes alone. 

Eat thy jfijiice I crave. 

What bed will atone 

My relapfc, to receive : 

IV. 

Of fuch a tratlfgreffion 

How painful the fenfe '. 



Will the loudeft confefflatl 
Efface its offence i 
V. 
WiUmy fhamefiil condition 

Be heal'd with regret f 
Will fiooda of concrifioa 
E'er cancel the debt ? 
VI. 
Oh iinjuii and ingrate ! 

Let thy hand be fevere i 
Let me fnifer its weight, 
■Till I'm fix'd in thy 
fear. 
VII. _ 
Redouble my pain 

So my fins be hut loft; 
1 will count it all gain, 
And not care what it 
coft. 



IV. 



I. 



Great 



LOVE watches and fathoms t!ie hearts of mankind: 
Uprightnefs exaft it demands, 
A purity perfed infixt in the mind, 
A manifeft cleannefs of hands. 
Vol. II. ^'^ 



1 
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II. 

The lover who wavering leans to the earth, 
Whofe heart runs wandering aftray, 

Turns vile and degenerate, lofing his birth. 
And bkffings it meant to di^lay. 

III. 
True love over every temptation will pafs, 

Alone with its fpoufe to reo-ale : 
All obJEfts bclide arc as IJilendors of glafs. 

Deceiving as much as they're frail. 
IV 
In loving our God this advantage we gain j 

Him we Ihall eternally love : 
All we view in the world is tranfisntand vain. 

Like billows which break as they move. 

' V. 

The treafiires beneath are a load which deceives ; 

Or they fly with the wings of the wind : 
Appkufes and honours are impotent Haves, 

To ftipport in the trials afiign'd. 

VI. 

True love Is exetnpted from weaknefs and fear ; 

All fin it will ever exclude ; 
'Tis a chain that is endlefs, as firtn as fincere. 

And with every thing noble endu'd. 



V. 



ODraw me, my Spoufe, and thy fteps I'll purfue -, 
For around thee how every thing blooms '. 
Ilow fwecc is all nature, how beauteous to view '. 
How reviving with od'rous perfumes ! 

Hear 
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Here the Spoirfe ftopt tne ihort, as a novice in love ; 

In fuch terms, in his turn, he rcply'd ; 
" Weak lovers cry our for attractions to move : 

And are falfe andinconftant when try'd. 

III. 

There's a fliorter, yet worthier, path to be trod, 

A path of the love which is pure : 
Where troubles, or tortures, the lover of God 
Is willing for him to endure ; 
IV. 
"No road ftrew'd with rofes cxpefting to find. 

But a life of refemblance to mine. 
I fufifer'd for Tinners, to death was refign'd. 
And ationies link'd in a line. 
V. 
The felf-pleafmg path be no longer furvey'd. 

Nor cherilt a hope to rejoice : 
By tracing me here let thyjove be dtfpla/d, 
And then thou wilt merit my choice." 
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The life of Part III. 
CHAP. XXI. andlaft. 



AS my life has ever been confecrated to the crofi 
I was no fooncr out of prifon, and my fpirit be" 
gan to breathe a little, after fo many pcrftcutions, but 
rny. body was afflidEd whh all forts of infirmities 
I liave had almoft continual maladies, which often 
brought me to the very verge of death. 

In thcfc lafttimcsl can hardly fpeak at all of my 
dilpofjtwns. It IS becaiifc my rtate is become fimpk 
md witliout any yanaiions. It h a profound annihi- 
lation. I find nothing in invfdf to which 1 can give a 
name. All that I know is that God is infinitely holy 
righteous, good- and happy. ] fee nothing below 
myidf, nothing more unworthy of his bounties than 
myielf. I acknowledge that God has heaped his fe- 
voiirs on me, enough to fave a world, ivhich I have 
MO much requited with ingratitude. Ail good is in 
him i fof my fhare betwixt its I have only kothinc 
1 o me every condition feems equal. AH is loft in his 
inimenrity,_ like a little drop of water in the fea. In 
this divine immenficy the foul fees itfelf no more, bnt it 
difcems every objeft in God, without difcerning them 
otberwife than by the feeling of the heart. All is dark- 
nefs m regard to itfeif. all is light on the fide of God, 
who lets me be ignorant of nothing that is proper, or 
of real advantage. There is here neither clamour, ^,o^ 
forrow, nor pain, nor vain pleaftire, nor uncertainty; 
but a perfect peace; not in myfclf but in God: No 
intercft for feif. no anxiety or buttle for feif. If any 
think there is any good in me, they are miftaken, and 
by {uch thoiight do injury to my Lord. Ail cood 
IS in him and for h,m. The greateft fatisfafiion I can 
have tsbecaufe hk is wk.t he is; and becaufe wiai 
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he is hi mil befer ever. If he fave me, it will be gra- 
tuitoufly-, for I have neither merit nor dignity. 

1 AM aftoni&cd thai: any tliould place confidence in 
fuch a poor nothing creature as l.m. I have fome- 
tjmes flid it. Neverthelels, I anlwer what they alk 
witliout difficulty. My own will and mdinations -are 
vanilhed Povetty and nakcdnds are my Ihare. boine- 
times indeed I could wiOi to undergo the worft -ot 
fuffefings, fo that fouls might be brought thereby.to 
know and love God. 

I DEARLY love the church : V-.'hatever wounds that 
wounds tne. I feek nothing for myfdf. I ftudy fio- 
thing ; but there are given me immediately, as occaton 
requires, expreffions and words very forcible. If 1 
wanted to have them they would clcape m«. fi I 
could by no means catch or come at them. ^ When 1 
have fomethirg to fay, if I am mtettuptcd, it is all loft. 
J am then like a child from whom, unperceiving, his 
apple is withdrawn. He looks about for it, but all m 
vain : He finds it no more. My Goo keeps tr,e in an ex- 
treme fimplicity, godly fmcerity, i^prightnefs of heart, 
and enlargednefs of fpirit, in fuch fort that as to par- 
ticular things, I feem to look from and above tliem, 
and of them to fee nothing at all, except when occa- 
Cons prefent them. 

He mves tnt n free air with the various numbers of 
people who come to fee me i and makes me difcourfe 
with them, not according to any dilpohtions of my 
own, but according to their ttates. 1 am not afraid 
of any of them laying fnares for me in what tliey lay. 
I cannot have recourfe to precautions in any ot thdc 
cafes, conftious of my own innocence and iipright- 
nefs in them. Oh carnal prudence 1 How oppofite 
do 1 find thee to the fimplicity of Jesus Christ ! i 
leave thee to thy partifans. As for me, all my pru- 
dence, my wifdom, is in following him in his iimple 
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and lawiy appearance : And if ta change my conducT: 
would make me an Emprefs, I could not do it • or 
were my fioiplidty to caufe tne all the heaWeft fulfer- 
jiigs I coLild not depart from it. 

NoTHiwt> is greater than God, nothing lefs than 
myfelf. He is rich, I am poor ; and yec 1 want no- 
thing. Life or death is equal to me. God is love 
All good is. in him and for him. What I have fiid' 
or written, is all paft away from me. I remember 
little or nothing of it. I want neither juftification nor 
efteem. 1 want nothing but God and his glory. Let 
him then, if he lees it beft, glorify himfelf by my de- 
ftniftion, or by re-eftabJifhing my reputation. The 
one or tiie other bears equal weight in the balance with 
me. 

Mr children, I will not deceive or mifiead you. It 
belongs to God to enllgliren yoii, and to give you 
efteem or difefteem for me. J want only to keep my 
placr. and go no more out, no more to move from my 
centre. I pray God to enlighten you always, to cive 
you thereby tlie clear difcernment of his holy will, That 
no falfe light may ever lead you to the precipice. ' 

O MY dear children, open your eyes to the light of 
truth. IMy Father, JanSify thm thrmgh thy truth. 
Thy divine Word has Ipoken to them through my 
month. Cmr (ST alone is the Truth. He faid of his 
Apoftks, Fsi- Iheir fakes r/anaify myfdf, that tbiy alfo 
may he fanSijied through the truth. Oh fay the fame 
thing to my children. Sanflify thyfclf in them and for 
them. It IS being truly fandiiied in all holinefs, to 
have none of our own but only the holinefs of Jesus 
Christ. Let him alone be all in all in us and for us, 
that the work of lanftification may be carried on 
through the experimental knowledge of the divine 
truth. To him belongcth all wifdom, ftrength, grear- 
hc&, power and glory; to us poverty, "emptinefs, 

weaknefs 
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weaknefs, mifery, and what not ! Let usabide in our 
nothingncfs, paying homage to his holinefs ; Then 
iliall we find in him all that we want. If we leek for 
any thing for SELF out of him, then, however holy 
he may appear to us, we are liars, and the truth abid- 
eth not in us. We deceive ourfelves, and in that lUte 
fhiU never be the faints of God, who, having no other 
holinefs than his, have renounced all feifilh ufurpation 
of his facred rights, 

- Hoty Father, I have committed into thy hands thofe 
whom thou haft given me ; keep them in thy truth, 
that the lie may not come near them ; for to attribute 
any thing to one's felf is to be in the lie : Make chera 
know this to be the great truth of which thou arc jea- 
lous. All language which deviates from this princi- 
ple is falfehood. He who fpcaks only the Ali, or 
God, .ind nothing of the Creatu&e, is in the truth, 
and the truth dwelleth in him, ufurpation and felfiih- 
nefs being batiilhed from him. My children, receive 
this inllruftion from your mother, and it will procure 
you life. Receive it through her, not as for her, but 
as of and for God. Amen ! Lokd Jesus Christ ! 

CONCLUSION. 

1 iNTREAT all fuch as fhall read this, not to think 
hardly of the perfons, who through a 2eal, perhaps 
too bitter, have pulht things fo far againft a woman, 
and againft one fo fubmiffive s becaufe, as Taulsrus 
fays in his inftitutions. Chap, xi. " God willing to 
" purify a foul by futFerings, might permit an infi- 
" nite number of well-tiifpofed perfons to fall into 
■•' darknefs and blindnefs toward that foul. In order 
<• to prepare this chofen velTel, by the ralh bias of 
" their iudgtnents in fuch a Hate of ignorance; but that 
" at kit, after having purified this veffd, he will take 
" away the veilfooneror late-, from their eyes, not 
-' treatin-J them with rigour for a fault wliith they have 
" committed 
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" committed through . hidden conduit of his adorn- 

would God faid an angel from Heaven, to refine 
^ th.s ehofen veffel thraogh tribuhdoi,^. thar, 'ave 
" It without fuftirings." 

December 1709, 
Here ffie left off her own Narrative, thoiK^h She 

What fte had wrote bcng doi,e only in obedience to 
tile commands of her Diredlspr. 
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Lady GU ION'S Life. 



SUPPLEMENT 



THE Writer of the Life of the Arctibilhop of 
Cambray has therein given lis a brief Summa- 
ry of that of Lady Guion, from her birth till her 
death. Me firft tells us that (lie was born of noble pa- 
rents, that in the tinne of her widowhood her eftate 
brought her in above forty thoufand livres a year, till 
fhe gave up to her relations her garis-nolls., and re- 
ftfved no more than a fmall annuity to herfelf, that 
the Billiop of Geneva, lo often mentioned in the lecond 
Part, was MonfieurD' Asantos. 

Aftie giving the account of her being arrefted, 
and fent prifoner to the caftle of Fincetines, he goes on 
thus : 

" Ah affembly of the Clergy was held at St. Ger- 
main en Lay, where the Bifliop of Meaux was chofen 
to draw up a relation of dl that had pad, concern- 
ing the Pope's conftitution againft the Archbifliop of 
Camhiifi book, entitled, fhe maxims of the feintt. 
It is obfervable that, in the verba! procefs drawn 
up, in which matters were carried on in fo outrage- 
ous a manner againft that Archbifcop, the Eifliops 
gave teltimony to the purity of IVJadam Guion's 
conduft and converfation. They profelTcd a venc- 
1, 1 radon 
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" ration for her Jife, while they condemned her prin- 
" ciples and her doflrine.* 

"This authentic teflimonial (Jnys the Writer) 
'■ will be an eternal monument of that Lady's inno- 
" cence; bccaiifetheBilliopsaflcmbled did not give 
" her It till after (he had been Eve years in prifon. Dur- 
" ing that time ftridl enquiries had been made in all 
„ the places where ihe had been ever Gnce her youth. 
" Ai! perfonsof her acquaintance in the provinces^ 
" far .wd near, had been examined, Threatnings, 
promifes and prifons had been employed to engage 
" her two maid-lervants, witneffes of her condud for 
<" iJl^PTIJ't," %fomething to her difad vantage. 
She herfclf had been made to undergo divers capti- 
'• ous interrogatories before different judges. She had 
iL u'^ "tarried from prifon to prifon, in order to fliake 
" her refokmon •, from Vimemtes to Vattgirsrd, from 
" ^^H^W tothe Bafiik.\ And yet, notwithftandins? 
all tins, the verity of her anfwers, the purity of her 
" mannefs, and uniformity of her conduct all alons 
nione forth fo confpicuoully, as to force this ac- 
knowledgment from a numerous alTembly of Pre- 
" lates, under the direftion of the Bjfiiop of Mmnx. 

" She retnainedhowever feveral years longer in pri- 
« ii"' i''"^'' ™'^ '" ^ ^"'^'^""g condition. She continu- 

ally demanded her crime to be fpecified and proved. 

Her enemies linable to make any thing appear 

agamft her, fte was at length difchargcd from her 
" confinement, and baninied to Bhh, where Ihe lived 

" near 

• TU^fe Popill, a;il,ops j;d „ot j,j „f ^^^ principles =,„d 
Boflri.e accorfing lo ^^r S»„;o.i'5 Kyle, By ,hJfi„iuy, JhJi 

iree which produced rhetn liaii. " • r 

t When ;tM3 perceived, of her and Father la Cojice, Ihst 
the Lor d gave iheni favour In the eyes of ihe keepers of prifons 
ilipy were remoned to oilisrs to be more hardly treated. 
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*' near twelve years, honoured and refpeiled for her 
'■ good underllanding, lincere piety, pure and moJeit 
" virtue, even by thofe who had entertained the 
" ftrons^cft prejudices againft her. She died at length 
" in Bhis, tenderly regretted by her family and all 
" her friends." 

To this account he fobjoins an excraft from her laft 
Will, but not its date, 

" In the Name of the Father, Son and Holy Ghoft 

" this is my lali: Will and Teflament, which 

" I requeft the Execiitots hereunder named to fee 
" executed. 

s 

" It is to'the Lonn, my Goo, that Ifurrendcr up all 
" that I am, as it is to him that I owe all things. 
" O my God, do with me v.-hatfoever thou pleafeft. 
" I make thee an itrcvocable donation of my foul aoid 
" of my body, to be difjiofed of according to thy will. 
" Thou fecft my nakednels and mifery without thee: 
" Thou knoweft that tliere is nothing in fleaven, or 
" on Earth, that I defire, but thee alone. Within 
■" thy hands, O Goo, I leave my foul, not relying 
" for my falvatian on any good that is in me, but 
" folcly on thy mercies, and the merits and fufferings 
" of my Lord Jesus Christ. 

" I AM obliged, in juftice to the Truth, and for 
" my own juftification, folcmnly to proteft, that falfe 
" evidences have been given againft me, that myene- 
" mies have added to my writings, thereby making 
" me fay things which I never faid, as 1 was 
" very far from thinking them. They have divers 
" times counterfeited my hand-writing, have joined 
" calumny to forgery, putting captious queftions to 
" me, adding to my anfwers what 1 never faid, and 
" fuppreffing real faflis, I make no mention of the 
" other matters. I forgive thofe who have been the 
L 1 a ■' caufe 
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<. h'"' °f '"yfuffenngs, from the bottom of my 
__ no ^^.ll to r.ta,n fo much 15 the re,nembran« thcre- 

" Befoke r.'e iMve ihis matter let us obferv^ f)., 
three notable T..Hmo.i.Is given of 'he in ^,7 hi 
prmc.pd pcnods of l,er life. She had been firlUxt 

" J^fo/th ?""""■ ?^- ^^^^^^' Archbifl,op of 

" tiZd tm^ffi^Tf °^''Sht month., and liad jui: 

tihed herfdf.* Afterwards the Billaop of Afaa^ 

who w.,s powerfully Intcrefted to find 'her crS' 

gives her an ample certificate at the end of fix 

the 6.W,„« church, after a ilrlil ennniry into her 
whole life, gave public tefrimony to hi inncceace!" 

VllTZ'^r /^'^^ '"^^ '"5' '"^-^ of the life of this 
Handmaid of God, wtchout exhibiting a little more 
of the work, of that excellent life, vi.^^ Abftrafl of 

h.xtTaii from her Treatife entitled Tie torrents. 

1^^ Short and E4y Melha abovcfaid conralns 
twenty-four chapters, generally n,ort till the f™ Ift 
As the ftme thougnts and exprefficns frequently re- 
cur, a. fi,e fo.'netmes expatiates on ier fubjeft^to 

make 
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make them clearer to dark and ignorant people ; as 
fome things relate to tlie peculiar tiliiges of the country 
file lived in ; and as other parts have too much of 
the myftical in them-j for tliefe fevcra! realbns I 
thought it beft to give only an Abstract, containing 
the principal fubftance thereof, clear of what is ob- 
fcure, and of fuch things as appeared not requifite to 
be inferted. 

I'SOM this piece her enemies charged her withQiiie- 
tifm i and made it a pretext for her perfecution and 
imprifonment, but with what colour or fhadow of reafon 
feems noteafyto difcover. For my part, I look upon 
it to be a fine piece of experimental divinity : But lelf- 
interefted men, who wanted the people to leave to tbem 
the whole hufinefs of their falvation, exceedingly dif- 
liked her invitation to all to pray for themfelves, and 
to ceme le buy isim and tmik isiithout mmey, and ■wiilsul 
price, of him who fells i: for the dedication oi the whole 
heart to his divine love. 



An ABSTRACT of Lady GUION's 

Short and eafy Method of Prayer. 



ALL people are proper for Pis aver, 
lEis; " 



Chap. I. . _ 

a lamentable mislortiine that 
mall of them imagine they are not called to it ; where- 
as we arc all called to prayer, as much as we are all 
called to our falvation. 



Prayer, is nothing elfe than the application of the 
heart to God, and interior cxercife of divine love. 
St. Paul advifcsto^if)' ■without ceafing. i.Thef. v. 17. 
And our Lord faith, " What I fav unto you I fay unto 

" all, 
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" all, watcli and pray." Mark xiii. 33, 3;. AH then 
itiij- praflife prayer, and all ought to do it. 

My moft dear Brerhren, wtioever ye be who dcfire 
to be faved, come to the praflice hereof. Ye are to 
lire on prayer as on love. I cennfdymt to buy o/CKKrsT 
f^fld trkd in the fire, that ye may be rich. Ref. iii. 11. 
Far yoii to have this gold is eafier than ye mny ima- 
gine. 

CoHE all ye who are athirfl-to thefe living w.iter5, 
and wafte not your pretious time in hrj^ing to yourfihcs 
broken djlirns, 'jnhich canmt huld thefi 'wnters. Jer. ii. 
I J. Come, O ye hi.i.igry hearts, wlio find nothing 
to content you, and ye will foon be fullj? fatisfied. 
Come, ye poor and affliflrcd, who are loaden with 
pains and grievances, and ye will be relieved. Come, 
ye that arc fick to your beft Pliyfician, and be not 
afraid of addrelTlng him by reafon of your manifold 
maladies. He will make tliem all turn to your advan- 
tage in the higheft relation. 

Come, O ye children to your Father, and he will 
receive you with open arms of love. Come, ye poor 
wandering and "loll: Ilieep, return to your Shepherd ; 
Ye finners to your Saviour, Ye ftopid and ignorant to 
an all -wife Inftruflor ; Ye who look upon yourfelves 
to be good for notliing, far from being Incapable of 
prayer, ye are the moft fit for it. Come all without 
exception; for Jesos Christ invites you all. 

Prayer is the key of perfe&ion and fove- 
reign happinefs, the efficacious means of getting rid 
of all our vices, and acquiring all virtues ; the foun- 
dation of worfliip, and fupport of the fpiritiial life : For 
the great means of becoming perfect is to walk in the 
pnjeme 0/ God. Prayer only procures us the lively 
icnk of that prefence, and does it continually. 

Yi; 
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Yt mud learn tlien the prayer which can be prafiif- 
ed ar all times, when ye go out and come in, when 
your hands are employed in their lawful occupations, 
the prayer which all ranks of men, and which women 
and children can praSile : Not a prayer of. the heat), 
but of the heart; a prayer which nothing can interrupt 
but depraved aifeclions. 

When any come to reliQi the fweetnefs of divine 
love, every charm befide becomes vile. Thefe can- 
not relilli any tiling eifc bot God. Now it is eafy 
for us to have tliis divine relilh of him, as he is more 
defirous to give himfelf to us than we to poilefs him. 
It is only for us to leek him, which is fo eafy and na- 
tural, that the air we breathe is not more fo • Will not 
then the negled of this duty be the more criminal in 
any of us, fliouid we be convidled of it .' 

Chap. II. The reading of fpiritua! book?, which 
have been written by fach as have long lived under 
the government of Christ, and been largely inUrufted 
by him, is often very helpful to animate and ftren^then 
in the pradlice of this duty : But herein we mull fii 
our attention upon the valuable fubjefl, read only a 
little and digeft it well. It is not the Qiianiity of 
reading that profits. The bees draw their honey from 
flowers by relling on thens, not by running over them. 
We Ihould read important truths, not to rcafon about 
ihem, but to excite the will to purfue tlie good ihinos 
which they manifeft. 

Whek the foul is retired from the circumference to 
the center; then it is fweetly occupied with ilie ceieftial 
truth, and the aff'ctlions moved to the purfuit of all 
goodnels, which is better than employing llie under- 
Itandingin cold confiderations about it, 

At firfl it is difficult to continue inward with Goo, 
by reafon of tfw habit which the foul has contracted. 

But 
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But when it grows naturalized thereto, by fallowine 
the cirauglirs of divine love it is then very eafv as 
weil becaufe ic becomes habitiiared to it as becaufe 
Go!), who defires nothing elfe of his creatures but to 
communicate himfelf to them, ftnds it abundance of 
grace, and an experimental enjoyment of his prefence 
For as a perlon who would only chew any excellent 
food would not be nourifted with it, how well foever 
he liked Its tafte, if he did not proceed from that 
movement to fwalbw it ; fo it is with the tou] when 
the affeaion is moved, if it do not proceed from that 
lo faithfulnefs in aftion, in all the duties owinn both 
to God and men. ° 

As to thofe who know nor how to read, they are by 
no means on that account to omit the exercife of pj-ayer 
Jesus Christ is the great book, written within and 
without, which wUl teacft them all things. Let them 
learn this fundamental trutli, iliei iht kbigim of God 
ii •within them, and there to be fought. 

Though he caiifes his goodnefs to flow into the 
enamoured foul, yet he often hides himfeif, to oblige it 
to feek him with love and fidelity. Then with what hic^fi 
favour does he recompenfe the conftancy of his Well-b"- 
loved ! Wherefore in humiliation and abafemcnt wait 
patiently for his return. Shew hint that it is himfeif 
alone and his good pk-afure that ye love, and not the 
Iclfini pkafiire whicli ye have in loving him, or in en- 
joying his love. 

Be patient in Prayer. If ye wait long in patience 
in a refigned humble mind, for the return of your 
V4 ell-beloved, this is an excellent prayer, and will be 
followed with the beft of confequences. 

Chap. VF. We miift ftirrender ourfelves entirely to 
him, refiing afllired that every thing which befalls us, 
from moment to moment, is the order and willof Gooi 

and 
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and for our good. I befeech you, tny moll dear Bre- 
thren, when yc have made this furrender, never think 
of retracting, or drawing back ; any thing once given 
being no more of right at our own difpofal, Refignati- 
on is of great confequence all along our journey through 
this life. A great faith caufes a great rdignation : 
We mufl: then truft in God, hoping even e^aiHji hofi. 
Rom, iy. i8. > . . ; ■ ■ • • • ■ \ 

. .-■:: ;j- ,.iii ii/: i.htxl ii 
Wherefore lake no tbeughi for joar ■ Ufr; wbai ye 
Jhall eat ; neither for your body •what ye jhall put on — 
fur yeitr Father hmwetb that ye have need of thefe things : 
Luke xii. 2», 30. But feek firfi the hngdem of God 
and his right emifmfs ; and alt thefe things pall be added 
tmtoymi. Matt. vi. jg. 

In regard to praftice, our own will ought to be en- 
tirely lolt in the Will of God, all our own inclinations, 
how good foever they may appear, to be renounced, 
even at the firft perception of their beginning to rife'; 
to have no will of our own either for body or ;foul, 
for bleffings tempotal or eternal, to give the prefent 
moment (till to God, forgetting the paft, and leaving 
the future wholly to his Providence ; content with the 
afliLial moment, which btings with it the eternal order 
cf Gon, and is an ineflFabie declaration to us of his 
will ; to attribute nothing to the creature, to look at 
all things in God, and as coming from him^ except 
our fins, 

VIII. God ought to be fo purely loved with the 
whole heart, as ever to be fought through our lives. 
Do not aft like thofc perfons who give themfelves to 
his careffes, but revolt from his crucifixions, and run 
to feek their confolation in the creatures. O dear 
fouls, ye will never find any true confolation hut in 
the love of the crofs, and an entire rcfignation there- 
to. Ve win never otherwife grow in grace, fo as £0 
come riglitly to fii-uom- the things that be of God, and 

Vol. 11. ' Mm . itoe 
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m if men. Mate. xyi. 23. But u the hungry foul 
htter thin^i arefwess. Prov. xxvii. 7. Forhechatis 
hungry after Goo becomes fo after the very crofs of 
Christ. 

Jesus whom he foilaws as the Way, fiearken 
to as Ihe Truth, and is animated by as ths Lift, 
John xiv. 6. imprinting himlelf on the foul, makes 
it bear all his Hates, as St. Pjiul writes of himfcif, " I 
•' bear in my body the marks of the Loan Jesus." 
Ga], VI. I 7. He often gives the foul herein a rcfiK- 
nation of the views of its ftates. We miift give all 
our application to whatfocver Ilial] pfeaft him, whe- 
ther hghr or darknefs, ftrength or weaknefe, fweets or 
bitters, defiring only to continue ftedfaft with him 
to cleave clofely to iiim, and abide annihilated before 
nim. ^ 

._ Now this is the only fliort and fure way of acquir- 
ing virtue; becaulb. Goo being its principle, he 
who pofieffcs Goo poffeftes every virtue. AH virtue 
which 15 not from this principle is but like a garment, 
which IS often put ott, and does notlaft long. This is 
the only elTential real and permanent virtue which, 
like ^ii kmity sftbsKin^s daughter, (Pfa. xlv. 13.) has 
Its fpring and ieat within. Gou, with whom faithful 
feuls are united, makes them praftife every kind of 
.virtue. They think of nothing elfe but what may 
plealL- their Well-beloved. Oh did this love prevail, 
how eafily would the wiiole church be reformed ! Bui 
It never can be witiiouEit. 

X. By any other way it is iinpollible ever to ar- 
rive at the perfect mortification of the fenfes and paP 
fions. The realbn is, that the foul gives force and vi- 
gour to the fenfes, as the fenfes move and irritate 
thepafilons: But when the foid is lingly attentive to 
God, leparating itfelf for that purpofe from the fenfes, 
then every thing is done with much perfeaion. The 

palTions 



LADY G U I O N. 



^75 



paflions are eafily fubdued and mortified, when we 
inwardly turn from them to the divine prefence : But 
any other oppofition to them rather irritates than 
appeafes them. There are two fenfes which we need 
greatly to mortify, viz. ihs fight and the hesring, be- 
caufc from thefe two mofl of our ideas and imaginati- 
ons are formed. God enables us todoit, and we have 
only to follow his fpirit herein. 

Conversion is nothing elfe but the return of the foul 
from the creatures to the Creator, in order to live in 
him as its center. Befide the attrafting force and 
virtue of the center, the foul has a powerful inclina- 
tion to 2 re-union therewith, except it yield itfelf to 
be held down by the crciturcs. When releafed from 
them, if it be not ftopt by fome obftacle, it holds its 
courl'e thither with an intenfe rapidity : As a ftone, 
caft up in the air, fpeedily returns to the earth, as to 
its center; fo .the foul turned toward Goo violently 
yields to the force of the central attraction. 

XII. Exercising itfelf in his love, it foon be- 
comes aftonifiied to find that he feizes and engrofles 
it entirely. His blelTcd prefencc is then given to it 
continually, and prayer becomes natural and habitual, 
in a deep lilent attention to, and ever-ardent defite 
^ter hina, wherein its happinefs is ineffable. 

It is then of the greateft confeqiience for it to ceafe 
from its cwn wiWKg and rmnhig, or movements ot any 
kind, that God alone may move and aft in it, wlio by 
his lervant David faith to tis, " Be ilill, and know 
" that I am Goo." Pfa. xlvi. 10. But this point 
needs a clofe watch to be kept up within ; for the foul 
is fo fond of its own imagined excellencies, its own 
difcernments and producHons, that it is exceeding apt 
to be too forward therein. Its haftinels hinders it 
from feeing the ftcps it makes, whereas the true iilence, 
is not unfruitful, froin any want of matter ; but is hill 
M m 2 °' 
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of dirine unfliot,, which Jays a rtftraint on all its own 
operations. 

Two forts of pcrfons keep filence ; the one for 
having nothing to fay, the other for having too mudi ■ 
VIZ. more than they are capable of expreOrnff or 
jtid^' proper to be exprefied ; as water caiifes the 
death very differently, of two forts of perfons ■ the 
one throvigli thirft, or the want of water; tiie other 
through It s overfloxving and drowning them. A child 
at the mirfe's hreaft ftews us this very ienfibly He 
at firit moves his iittle lips to make tlie milk come- 
btit when once the milk comes pleniifullv, he quietlv 
fwallows It wichout any motion. After the like man- 
lier ought we to aft in tlie fpirituai cxercife of prayer- 
for a.s that infant, if he iliould then be too free of rtio- 
t.oii would caufe the mijk to be fpilkd and loft, and 
would be obliged to quit the brcaft : ft, lliould we, if 
too ready to run into words, or any inconfiftent con- 
dua, bfc the inward fweetnefs of divine grace, which 
ought to be our nourifliment -, and lb we hurt tiie growth 
and Iwelinefs of our fouls toward God thereby, 

XIII. Let the foul arrived here reft in ftillnefs 
wherein ic enjoys an ineftimable happinefs; at fo woni 
derfui a Weffing it is aftonifhed ; and a heavenly conver- 
fation IS earned on withm, which thatwvVidW does not 
interrupt. Every virtue flows agreeably and naturally 
in this foiil; itpraflifes them ealily and with alacrity. 
It has a fpim of life and of fruitfiilnefs, which mves 
u all the readineft of love for whatever is good, and 1 
rejeaion for whatever is not fo. Let it then continue 
fa> htLil and fixed in this Hifpofition, and beware of 
feek.ng any other whatfoever, this being the moft per- 
iea m which ail religious duties can be attended. 

Oh if ye would make the trial hereof, how foon 
ye would fee that experience goes far beyond all 
that ''5" ko .„ij I j^.n ,=", . I 



can be told ! 



CalV yourfelves then into the 
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arms of love, which are ftretched out to receive you. 
What can ye rifque in giving yourfelvcs up to Goa ? 
He will not deceive you, except in giving much more 
of true bappinefs than ye expefl: ; whereas to them 
who expefl: every thing from themfelvcs belongs 
rliat reproach he hath uttered by his prophet, " Thou 
" arc wearied in the greatnefs, or muhiplicity, of thy 
" ways 3 yet faidft thou not, there is no hope. I 
" will manifeft thy righteoufnefs and thy works; for 
" they Ihall not profit thee." Ifai. Iviti. 10, rz. 

XIV. The Prophet Haeakkuk crieth out, " The 
"LoED is in his holy temple; let all the earth keep 
" Elcnce before him." The eternal efTential word 
fpeaketh in the fanSified temple of the foul. Choofe 
therefore to hearken diligently to this word, that yc 
may not fpeak of yourfelvcs, but wait till this word 
fpeak through you, that ye may thereby minijier grace 
to the hearers. Eph. iv. 29. 

Theee are many places in fcripture which ex- 
hort us to hearken to Gor>, and to be attentive to 
his voice. Exterior filenct is very neceffary to culti- 
vate the interior, and indeed it is impoffible to be- 
come fpiritually minded without the love of retirement 
and of filence. Wherefore God faith to us, by the 
mouth of his Prophet, " I will allure her, and bring 
her into the wildernefs, (or draw her into folitudc) and 
fpeak comfortably unto her, (or as in the margin, fpeak 
to her heart.) Hofea ii. 4. 

XV, SiLF-EXAMiNATiON ought to be frequently 
praftifed, with prayer to God that he may fearch us, 
and Qiew us our defcfts ; then to be followed with fi- 
delity, in giving them up to be cured by hitn, in the 
way of the crofs, 

Let us beware left fclf-lovc deceive us herein. It 
mllcth gBod euil and evil gcod. Ifii, v. 20. When we 

abide 
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abide herein expoftd to the eyes of Gob, then the ii\a 
of rigliteoufnefk fliincs, and lliews us even to the leaft: 
atoms. God does not fail to reprove the foul for all 
itsfauits. No Cxiner has it eommitied any, than it 
feeJs an inward burning, which reproaclics it thcre- 
ttith. It is then an examination which God himfelf 
makes, who lets nothing ercipe, but by his divine 
light difcovcrs it. Ever bear with dutiful patience 
and gratitude his fatherly correflions, joining rcpen- 
tance vYith amendment of life, 

XVII. The foul now lays aflde all felfifli prayers 
to God, fueh as formerly it ufed to make, learning 
to defirc, and to pray, only that his pure and holy 
will may be done, how great a crofs ibever to its own ■ 
or having loft its own will in his : And herein his good 
fphit hdpelh cur iufimitia — and maieih inter ujjitn for 
lis with groanings which canmt bt utterd. Rom. viii. 
26. 

XIX. In temptations or diftraftions, do not rafhly 
encounter them ; for that draws the foul from its ad- 
herence to God, and increafes their force and power. 
One ought inftantly to turn off from looking on them,' 
and to Bee to Gob the mighty Helper and Deliverer,' 
like a little child, who feeing a monfter, far from 
thinking of fighting it, fiiuns the fight of ir, and foftly 
fmks into its mother's bofom, as its only fafeguard. 

Acting otherwifc, as we are weak, aiming to attack 
our enemies, we are eafily wounded, if not entirely 
defeated. But abiding faithful in the prcfenee of God, 
we foon find oiirfelves fuddenly fortified. This was 
David'."! cafe. "■ 1 ha.ve, faiil he, fet the Loud always 
" before me, &c." Pfa. xvi. 8. So in Exodus it is 
faid, "The Lord will fight for yoii, and ye fliail 
" hold your peace." Exod. xiv, 14. 



ye 



T 



LADY GUION. 



279 



XX, Prayeh 



XX. PRAYIR, according to the tcilimony of St. 
John, is an incenfe, the fmoke whereof afcendeth up 
to God, wherefore he fays, ^« Angel held a golden cmjer, 
iu ■which was the perfume 0/ the pnr/ers of all faints. 
Rev. viii. 3. 

Prayer h an eSlifion of the heart In the prefence 
of God. " 1 have poured out my foul before the 
" LoRC" faid the mother of Samuel. (Sam. i. ij-) 
It is alfo a warmth of love, offering incenfe, like the 
wife men from the Eaft at the feet of Jesus, in the 
liable at Bethlthem. It is what the Spoufe exprefied, 
when fhe faid, " While the King Qtteth at the table, 
" my fpikenard fendeth forth its fmell." Cant. i. 12. 
This table is in the innermoft of the foul, and this 
fmell the fine odour of pure charity. 

This Prayer is ■warlhipiit^ the Father in fprii and in 
truth, (John iv. 23. 24.) in fpiril, becaufe we are 
drawn thereby our of oiw own human carnal manner 
of thinking and ailing, to enter into the purity of the 
fpirit which prays in us ; in trull/, becaufe the foul 
is thereby placed in the truth of God being all, and 

itfelf WOTHING, 

XXI. Some people, hearing this filent worfbip 
fpoken of, have fallen into a miftake about it, ima- 
gining it to be of a ftiipid, lifelcfs, inaflire nature : 
Whereas it is certain that the foul herein afts themoft 
nobly, and with the moft enlargednefs, finceitis mov- 
ed of God himfelf, and adts by his fpirit. 

This is finely reprefented by Ezekiei,, under the 
figure of 'wheels, which hail the fpirit of iifs iit them, and 
■mint as that fpiril aaimled crconduStd them; they ■mere 
lifted up from the earth, or ■went dozm, as they -were mov- 
ed by that fpirit • When that fimd fiili, fi did they. Ezek . 
i. 19, 20, 2 1- But. by it they were never drawn back- 
ward. Thus ouBht the foul to vicld itfelf to be moved 

by 
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by tim vivifying fpiri: which is in it, following finiily 
1:5 attioji, and not that of any other fpirit. It ivill 
iiever caufe the foul to move backward, to turn aeain 
to the creatures^ bur always to advance toward the 
nappy end. 

While it ttiiis continues in a pure dependence on 
the fpirit of grace, its aflion is fo free, eafy and na- 
tural, that It kems as if it did not 2.a at all, as when 
awheel moves fiowly, we ealily Ice and diftinguiih it ; 
bm when with a very keen and rapid motion, we can 
no more dittingiiirn My thing of it. 

Thls Spirit is no other than God, who attrafts and 
caiiles the foul to fly to him, as is experimentally 
Itnown to the Spouse^ who thus addreffes hiin, "Draw 
" mc and we, (viz. nil ihe pum ani famltiaof thf 
jout, karmmzedtn unity) wili run after thee." Canr 
1. 3. Under fuch a dedication to him, it is that in 
him we live, and move, and have our Seing, Afts xvii 
2S. Far from being fo lifelds and inadive as fome have 
milipprchended and nilfreprefented the matter In- 
deed there is no other vriy for the foul to come back 
mw th,u ninphcity, and unity, in which it was at firft 
created. We mull quit the multiplicity of our own 
actions, before we can attain this happy fimplicity and 
unity, to become one fpirit with the Lord. 

God created us in his own image and iikenefs. He 
hreathed on u.^ tfMi irMi ,/ i,/e, by which he mve us 
the participation of the fpirit and life of the Word 
who IS the image of the father. The Devil by his fin 
having disfigured thts beautiful image, it was nccelTary 
for the lame Word, whofe fpirit had been breathed 
into us_ at our creation, to conne to reftore that imaee 
toits hrft bcawyand purity, as that disfigmed imaee 
could 111 no wife reftore itfelf thereto. We otight 
therefore to. leave iiini to ad entirely, and not to ftir 
01 ourfclves therein r For an image that ftijrs of itfelf. 
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Oris ftirred of others, hinders the painter from im- 
printing his own perfetfions upon it. It provokes Wttt" 
to withdraw and leave it. Then it is liable to reseiv^ 
other impreffions ahd very falle features. 

Tiis Son of God &alb life in himftlf, John v. i,6. 
He alone it is who communicates it. We muft'thtn 
make room for this life to flow into us, which" canlioi 
be done bat: by the evacuation and I0I3 of the' -life' ef 
Adam, or of corrupt Self; -as St. Fa it f, afltlfes'-ui' 
" If any man be in Christ, he is' a nev/ creatute ; 
" Old things afe;palt away ! ail things are become tjtw, 
" and alhhings of God." 3 Cor. v. 17. 

Actions done from a divine principle are riivinS 
aftions ; whereas the aaions of the creanire, haw 
virtuous or g&od foever they, may appear, are onK* 
human afiions. MARi'HA did' fuch" things' as we^ 
good ■, but, becaufc (lie did tJiem in her town fpiHt, 
Christ reproved her for them; The ipii^it oi rhA 
V: rcilrlcfs and bulMing. He does little, tliough he'ajp^ 
pear to do much. Marv cealed in ippfcarahcc to 
nd, to let herfelf be moved by -the fpirit'bf JEStfSi 
She might feem to be inactive and lifelefs, but it wiis 
that Jesus CHRfsT might live afifi aft-in-;Jier, ' It' \i 
equailjr neceUary for us to renounce oufiyve5, a'ajl- 
our own operations, in order to follow him. 

St, pAtri afflires us, " that if any man have nor tfjtf 
" Ipirit of CHmsT be is none of his ; anU-that as 
" many as are led by the fpiritof God are -the^foiis .«' 
" GoD;" that this is not- the fpirii cf-hondags -to fi^ 
but the fpirit $f adsption, wherAy "jse irj Abba-Faikirn 
and which buretk 'antntfs with cisr Jfirit; that '^e _&%* 
■thethildrm of Goo ; Jting delimreJ fniii the Sandi^ :/>/ 
corrupliiin into their .glwiiius .liberty. Rom.viii. g, 14^- 
ts, 16. Thus moved by the fpiHt rf Gun 1st, .we 
partake with hifn, in his Sliation 'oC-leHiHip, ^nd thw 

Voi., n; >\fi ^^jf . 
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fpifit in us never afks or prays for any thing bu: what 
is conformable to the will of Gob. 

Why then fliould men load tliemfelves with a fii- 
perfliiiiy of cares, or fatigue thcmfelves with external 
performances, wafting their ftrength, their time and 
treaftires, tlierein -, when the Almighty has fo empha- 
tically remonftrared with us hereupon, and invited lis 
to the internal fubftance, by his prophet, " Wherefore 
" do ye fpend money for that which is not bread ? 
" and your labour for that which fatisfieth not ? Hear- 
" ken diligently unto me, and eat ye that which ia 
" good, and let your foul delight itfelf in fatnefs." 
Ifai. \v. 2. In order to hearken thus to him, all^e/h 
tmfi be filmi kfori the Lord. Zech. ii. 13. We 
ou^ht to refign ourfelves entirely, and fear nothing 
in io doing, Jince he takes fo fpecial a care of fuch 
as confide in him, as he has fully affured us. " Can 
" a woman forget her fucking child, that flie fhould 
" not have companion on the Ibn of her womb .' Yea, 
" they may forget, yet will not ] forget thee. O 
Words full of confolation ! Who after this ftiall fear 
to relign themfelves to God ? 

XXII. When a veflel is in the port, the mariners 
have fome labour to get her out of it, into the open 
fea 1 after which they eaGly turn it into tlie way in 
which they want it to go. So while the foul is yet 
in fin, fattened among the creatures, it requires often 
jio fmall labour to draw it out from them. It is necef- 
fary to loofe the ropes, which hold it tied, to get it out 
from that port of its own, in order to tiraw it toward 
the immenfe ocean of ail good. 

But when the veScl is once got clear of the land, 
detached from the earth and its objefts, then the oars 
become ufelefs, and the labour of towing it is laid 
afide : The pilot hoills up the fails, and holds the 
nidder. To hoiji up thifaih is to lift up the lieart in 

prayer 
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prayer to God to be moved of his fpirit : t» hM 
the miier is to liinder the mind from wandering, or 
turning afide out of the right road, and to fteer it 
according to the movement of the fpirit of Go?>. He 
then fends a favourable wind to fill the fails ; the 
vcfiel advances eafily, and the joyful mariners reft from 
their labours. Then the wind carries it forward with- 
out them, which all their labours without it cannot 
effeS:. So the foul advances by the divine motion 
without its own efforts, but not at all by the latter 
without the former. 

When it is affaulted with contrary winds, or with 
tempefts, it is neceflary to caft anchor into the fea, to 
ftay the vefiel. This anchor is a confidence in Gon, a 
hope in his goodnefs, a patient waidng for the calm, 
and the return of the fair wind, as Davii did, " I 
" waited patiently, faith he, for tlie Lord, and he 
" inclined unto me, and heard my cry." 

Chap. XXIII. is given in Englilli already, in the 
extrafts from her Life and Writings by J. M. .,_' 

XXIV. St. John informs us that then wins fihnti 
in heaven. To us heaven reprefents the center of jhe 
foul, where all (liould be in the profaundeft filencif, 
before the Majefty of God. All its own aftivity, all 
feififlincfs, are to be utterly fiippreft ; for it is this 
felfifhnefs which is the foiirce of malignity of every 
kind in men. 



Secondly, to unite two things fo oppofite as the 
purity of God and the impurity of the creature, he 
alone muft operate. 

It Cjtn never be done by the efforts of the creature, 
flnce two things can never be united, which have lio 
refcmblance or relation to each other, as no impure 
metal can ever be joined with fine gold. 

N n 2 Therifore 
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TiJER^voaE- tQ purify the i'ovil God fends his own 
(Spjrdom,. as to purify gold people malit ufe of fire. 
|t is' ccrr^n that gokj can bf purified no other way 
•than bj-£rc, which by degrees confiimcs in it all thiit 
jf earthy and different from its own fiibflance. That 
^!d is often put into the fir?, and difiblvcd in it, 'till 
jir'tlioroiiglily IqIc all its impurity. 

\tufn the goklfmich can find no more mixture in 
it, pY rcafon of its being brought to a perfect purity, 
ffie'fire can adt no more upon it ; It might then be for 
*t age in the fire without being eitlier more pure, or 
in the leaft ditnininied thereby. It is then proper for 
jftiakjng the moft excellent works. 

If that gold after this feem to be impure, it is only 
p&ins contracled by a commerce with different fub- 
ftincei. That impurity is outward, and dues not 
Jfinder irfrom being put into tife; but the other was 
inward, and as it were the fame with its nature. Per- 
f6\}s of oo knowledge are very liable to be eafily de- 
ceived Herein, letting lefs value on pure gold with a 
i^aarfe cutfide, than on gold very impure with a po- 
liflicd furface, 

Br.siDS, we mif remark that gold of an inferior 
degree of purity cannot mix or incorporate with that 

of 4 fuperior degree.. In order to join them together 

jM one niafs, the gok!f nith Liliuurs to make the former 
fofein the fire all its earthy mixture, in order to fit it 
for joining with the purity of the latter. This is what 
Sr. Paul .takes notice of when he lays, " The fire 
'*f}iali try' every man's work of what "fort it is. — If 
'^''any man'.5 work be burnt he fhall fuffer lofs; but he 
" himfelf lliall be faved ; yet fo as by fire." i Cor. iii. 
/3t 15- This is to confume all the aitivicy of sew, 
'that our religion may be the more pure, undefiled aad 
Cftfullied. 

Anothsii 
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Anoxhe!! thing appears proper in this place to, be 
(loled. Et, P/rrt/ fays of himfelf, " Forgetting thofe 
" things Avliieh arc behind, and reaching forth unto 
" thofe tilings which are before, I prefs toward the 
" mark, for the prize of the high calling of God in 
''Jesus Chhist." t Phil. iii. 13. Should wc not 
ihink ftrangtly of a perfon who, having undertaken a 
jburney, would flop at the firft inn, becaufe fomc had 
iojourned there, and the mailer of the houfe Jive? 
there, inftead of advancing toward the end ? Let/fouls 
then take the Ihorteft and eafiefl way, which is that of 
conftant application to God in prayer. Let them riot 
(top at the lirft, fecond, or any other phice. Let thciii 
not take up a reft by the Vfay, fliort of the true reft. 

Nome are ignorant that God is the fovereign good, 
and that the eflemial beatitude eonfifls in our union 
with him ; that the faints are more or leis great and 
happy as this union is more or kfs perfect ; flnce God 
eomnuinicates himfelf to the foul, only fo far as Its 
receptivity br-comes great, noble and enlarged. None 
can be united to Goo without paffivenefs and fimpli- 
city s and this union being perfefl: beatitude, the way 
which conduits us in this palfivenefs is moft certainly 
the belt. It is what all may and ought to walli^ in. 
No danger attends it, fince Jesus Christ has made, it 
the moft perfeft and necelTary of all ways ; the way to 
enjoy Goo, and not his gifts only: For they can never 
give tJie eflential beatitude, nor fully iatisfy the 
Jbul, 

The defign of God being to reftore the foul to its 
otiginal entire purity, it is necelTary that divine jufticc, 
as a ioxftmirtg fn, fhould take from it all that is ter- 
reftrial, carnal, and of its own aftivity ; in order to ren- 
der it conformable to God, and unifbrm with liim. — 
It muft therefore continually advance, faithfully follow- 
ing his guidance, leaving al! things whicji would in any 
wife retard, or Ifop it in' its progrefs, leaving all the 
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inns, all iht praSicej, and paft experiences, which are 
to be qoittcd whai tlic fignal for it is given* So 
fhalt we be fitted for beatitude, or to enjoy God both 
in this life and the next. 

O TKE blindnefs of men who thitilc highly of their 
6wn wifdom and knowledge ! How true it is, my God, 
that limi ivtji bid thy ficrets frora the wtje and fmdtnt \ 
and Tivciikd thtm unto betbssi Matthew xi, 25. 

* .'irTEB her firyieiilranre upon an entire ctcaicaticra of hcrfdf 
to God, ffiir far a ccuifidfi-able timt praflifed very great hai'dy 
anaerJlMs; hut, on being furtFier cV.lighicneii, , llir ijuitted theiBj 
tapmcfeii tn Jaboar fnr the good of others, and to espoft hctfeif 
m fnffetiigs from other qasrtctt. So in tin; courfc of her \\k, we 
find, atr left bshind her fundry other things ffie had before berhili 
the prsfticc of, as the iii»ocation of Saints, in order to pr.-,v to 
God only ! the fcying over by rote her vncal prayers, in order (o 
frirf -utite tlx fyiris aid milh lis unJerfianiiii^ alfi, He. 



mod. 
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FROM T li -g .^; 

Spiritual Torrents ofM. Guion,] 

Let judgment fun dawn as ■maters, and. righuwf- 

ntjs as a mighty firiim. Ajnos v. 34- 

AS fooii as a foul is touched T,i Gos, in fuch a 
manner as to return to him in all finceniy j 
after its &rft purgation, or cieanfing, which confefflon 
and contrition have made, God gives it a certain 
inftinfl: for turning to him in a more perfefi: manner, 
to be united to him ; as it then clearly lees that it was 
not created for the amufemetits and trifles of the 
world : But that it has a center, to which it muft 
ftrive to return, and out of whicli it never can find- any 
true repofe. 

This Inftinft is put into the foul after a very power* 
ful manner -, yet in fome more, and others Icfs, accord- 
incr to the defigns of Got. : But all of them have the 
vehemence of love, and of defire for purifying thetn- 
felves, and for taking the ways and means necefiary 
for returning to their fource and origin ; like rivers 
which, after they are come out of their fountains, 
have a continued courfe, 'till they difcharge themfclves 
into the fea. Of thef* rratrs we fee fome which are 
o-entlc and (low ; others which flow with mors fpeed : 
There are alfo torrmts which run with vaft rapidity. 
All obftaciea, thrown in the way of their courfe, fee ve 
only to redouble their violence. 

It 
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It is jiift To with thefe fouls. Some advance (lowly 
towards perfeiaioji, and never arrive at the fea, or but 
very late, content with difcharging themfelves into 
Ibme ftronger or more rapid river, which carries them 
along with itfelf into the fea. Thofe of the ficmd 
fort Bow thither more powerfully and fooner. They 
even carry along with them many rivulets : But they 
are flow in comparifon of the kfi, which run with fuch 
3. cehtiniied force, as renders -them lefs regarded or 
defired. People don't fail upon them, nor entruft any 
liierchandize to them, except at certain times, and in 
certain places. They beat againft rocks, afFrighc with 
their noife, and ftop not for any thing, The feiond 
fort, on the contrary, is more admired and extolled, 
as it appears to be more ufcful. The gravity and 
folemnity of its courle is more pleafinn- ; it carries 
abundance of valuable merchandize, and people ven- 
ture upon it without fear. 

Let us fee, widi the help of grace, the three forts 
of perfons who are fpeciHed under thefe three fi'nites, 
and begin with the lirft, that we may happily^finiH-i 
with the laft. *^ ' 



h 



The firll kind of fouls aforeftid, are thofe which^ 
after their converfion, give themfelves to meditation, 
or even to works of charity. They praftife fome 
exterior aufterkies, or felf-dfenial. They try, only by 
little and little, to purify themfelves ; to break otl 
from obvious fms, and even fome fmatler ones. Thus, 
according to their little abilities, they labour to ad- 
vance, but feebly and (lowly. :.. 

Ag their fpring does not abound, a little privation 
hiakes them quickly dry. If for public fervice they 

mull. 
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muS: fometime carry a little merchandize in that cafe 
art muft fupply the defeils of xuture in enlarging 
them, by the difcharge of ponds or Jakes, or joining 
them with othfr rivers, whet'eby they carry fome 
little boats, not into the fea but into fome large 
rivers. 

These fouls are in a general w3^' very little inwardly 
exercifed. They carry no merchandize, thut is, they 
have nothing to fpare for others. God makes ufe of 
them only to carry fuiall boats, that is fome aSs of 
corporal mercy or kindnefs to the bodies of others : 
And to mfike them ferviceable, there muft be dif- 
charged into tliem ponds of feriBble graces, or animat- 
ing motives, or elfe they rauft be joined with others in 
religious concerns, wherein feveral of a moderate Ihare 
of grace joined together don't fail to carry a fmall 
boat, not into the fea itfelf which is God, into whom 
they never enter in this life ; but through his mercy 
obtain that entrance in the next. 

These fouls have nothing fupernatural but in pro- 
portion to their outward exercife. Take from tliem 
that and you Hop the conrfe of gface ; like thofe 
pumps which give no water, but while one works at 
them, or like thofe travellers on foot, who, if they 
lofe the ufe of their feet, having no boat, or other 
kind of conveyance, can travel no more. You may 
obferve in them a great facility of reafoning, an acti- 
vity ever vigorous, a defire of always doing fomsthing, 
thereby to render themfelves the more perfefl:. They 
have many tips and dmms. One while they do won- 
ders, then again they languilh, and have no even con- 
dua, eafily fmking under difeouragement and fre- 
quently complaining. 
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II. 

Thb fecond fort we like thofB greit rivers v/hkh. 
flow with pomp and majelly. Their cqurfe is orderJjl 
Thej' are loaden with merchandize, and go of thcn^- 
felvcs into the fea. But theit courfe being long and 
flow, thry don't arrive there 'till late : Nay, moft of 
them loie themfelves in larger rivers, or end their 
courfe in fome arm of tht: fea. Such are the fouls 
wiiich are in the way of gifts and openings. Their 
fprings are plentiful ; they are the admiratioti of the 
age. They appear to fuch as have not the divine dif- 
cerntnent to be far fuperior to thofe of the third forf. 
They arrive at great eminence, as God raifes their 
natural capacity to an eminent degree. They are full 
of a burning sseal. They do fometimes indeed meet 
with great croffes and trials, which ferve as Ihades the 
more to fee off the i'plendor of their virtues. In this 

way there are many different degrees. The defign 

of God, in the plentiful diaribution of his gifts, isro 
draw men to himfelf : But thefe are apt to make a quite 
diiferent ufe of them. They look at them and value 
theinfclves upon them, from whence arifes felf-efteem, 
preferring themfelves to others, which too often ruins 
the inwird date of fuch. 

These fouls are often made helpful to others, efpe- 
cially if they have once been Tinners themfelves : But 
then they often entertain fo much averfion for many 
poor finnevs ; they have fo little motherly companion, 
and fomucii of felf-valuing triumph over the infirmi- 
ties of the weak, that they don't ad: toward them 
according to the defigns of God. And yet they will 
hardly ever get out of this way, withor^c a miracle of 
Providence, in order to pafs beyond tiie gifts and to 
look fingly to the Giver, without which^chofe gifts 
are only like Unices, which hinder the pure water of 

life 
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life from inwardly flowing. O my foul dwell thou in 
God alone ; for in him there is no deception. Thele 
have much more difficulty to enter into, and continue 
in the way ot naked faith tlian thofe of the firit fort i 
they are fo wife and prudent in their own fight ; fo 
fuli of a fpiritual fclfifhnefs, and fo fixed in their own 
opinions. 

When any of thefe come to be truly fsnftifiBd, Gos 
ftrips them gradually of ail tiieir riches : But as there 
are very few of this clafs Courageous enough (after their 
elevation amongft men, and poffeffiun of fo much of 
treafures and honour)tofiibn!it to lofe them tor Christ's 
fake, few of them pafs beyond this degree of chriftiaa 
attainment. Tliey are dextrous at hiding their own 
defects, covering them over, and putting a line glofs 
or fair colour upon them. Their defeds come from 
Ssttiu transforming himfelf, and artfully futnifliitig lup>- 
ports to maintain themfelves in them, 

III. 

Of the fouls of the third degree what fliall we fay ? 
They are like torrents defcending from the high moun- 
tains. They come from God, and ftop at nothing 
till they enter into him, and till all of self be utterly 
loft in him. In their courfe they appear quite naked. 
■No merchandize, no rarities are expofed to recom- 
mend them. Tet, unto ihife ih( gloritnu Tosd wiU 
be a place af head rivtrs and firtttms ■, •mhereln tm 
go no galley laith ears, neithtr Jhall galkm jhif pefs 
thereby. Ifai. xxxiii. 21. Sometimes they are as_ it 
were lofl: in deep and fubterranean gulfs, till alter 
a while they appear again. As much as they feetn 
poor, vile and contemptible in the eyes of men, fo 
much the more are they enriched, not with their 
own riches like other rivers, but with the riches 
of the fta itfclf : For being foon loft in the lea, and 
Oo 2 become 
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become one with it, they then bear fliips of the lieaj 
vieft burthen. What fay ye of thefe torrents, O ye 
rtveps whiclv flow with fo much pride, which crJory in 
the rich merchandize ye bear ? This poor naked 
torrem, which ye looked on with diidain, as inferior 
to you, can want nothing. I: is more fruitful in 
hidden charity, more clear of felf-exahation, mt doing 
its tBorks to be fern of mat and admired of the weak, 
but to pleafe God only, to whom it is much more dear, 
as it has no will of its own, but is fmgly given up to 
the divine will, whether to labour or lufftr. 

The foul, as has been faid, having come from God, 
fcas a continual bent to return to hirn ; becaui'c, as 
he is its principle, he is alio its end. Its courfe would 
be iftfinite if it were not interrupted by frequenr in- 
fidelities, This is the vei^ thing which caiifes that the 
heart of man is in continual motion, and can find no reft 
till it returns to its principle and center, which is God. 
Opoor fouls which feefc any divine repofe in this life! Ye 
will newer find any but in God. Try to return to him : 
And in him all your agitations and anxieties will be 
reduced into divine unity and a calm repofe, 3 heavenly 
■ hope, a Jey unfpeakMe and full of glory. 



WE have now traced the life of Lady Gdion, (a 
woman fingular in a Popifii country, in the beft 
refpefls, even in ilie fruits of the fpirit, as fpecified by 
the Apoftle Paul, viz, Isve, joy, peace, leng-fuffering, 
getiilittefs, gaoiine/s, faith, methnsfs, tanpirancs. Gal. v, 
12, 23.) with the previous preparation for that mater- 
nicy, or Apoftolic mifFion, with which llie writes 
ftje was inverted -, we may obfervc that tiiercin (he was 
very much cramped by the conftitution and rnles of 
that church of which ftie was a zealous member, la- 
bouring in all private opportunities, fuch as this church 

had 




n? 



LA D y G U I- O N. 



39? 



had not forbidden to the kity, or to females -. -Arwt 
though She has mentioned little of the fcrvice or 
fucctfs thereof, particularly after her retu>-n to Farisi 
yet other accounts infirm us of feveral great men and 
their families, about the court of France, being con- 
vinced by her, and embracing her principles ■. parti- 
cularly the Archbilhop of Cmihrivf, the Dukes of Bseur 
viUiers, Cieweiife, &c. 

Her fundamental Principle and Doflrine was The 
pure kvs of Gob, tending to univerfal peace and bene- 
volence. This is harmlefs and at the fame time be- 
neficent : It produces good fruits, charitable aftions, 
free and difinierefted labours, or even fufFerings, for 
the falvation of fouls. This hath appeared in her life, 
k will appear again in the Archbilhop of Cumbrnfi, 
who employed all his abilities, of mind, of ftatio.n, of 
worldlj' fubfbance, to do every kind of good to ail 
forts of people; whofe death was deeply felt and la- 
mented by vaft numbers of furvivors. If this be En- 
thufiafm, it would be of infinite advantage to ma ay 
to be fuch Enthufiafts. 

Others are offended witli her frequent addreffes-:<o 
the Moil High in herfoliloquies and relleaions. Thefe 
feem to forget that He was her fole objeS continually. 
Not having that facred fervor thcmfelves, they can tlie 
lefs reiifh fuch aconftancy of it in another. But tho" 
I believe fhe attained 10 great purity of heart, which 
is the principal point, -yet I never faid flie was a per- 
feftmodeLin all the punftilip's of external condtift. 
On the otfer hand, while any lay too much ftrefs on 
thefe, they are in danger: of over-looking the weightier 
matters of the divine Law, as the Pharili^es in their ex- 
aftnefs and punctuality in the fmaller matters did. She 
herfelf fufficiently expofes and exclaims againft her 

■ own weaknefles, inconttancy and ingratitude. Again 
(he writ an account of her' life only for private ufe, 
not intending it, at the time when ilie wrote it, for 

• - the 
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ihe-fublici but was prevailed Upon, by the delires of 
fonie who vifjwd lier in her latter days, to confent 
thereto. 

I oONCHiDE with obfei-ving that fhe undtrwent no 
faiaUconformi:y with tlse .^.poftles in divers rcfpcfts ; 
^ appears by tnany paffagcs of her Jifc, ctJmpared' 
with what aiiciiunent Apoltle writes of hitafelf aiid his 
Brethren. 

,>' For I think, tJiat God hadi Tet forth us the 
" Apoftles laft, as ir wer^ spppitited; to slcath. For 
" we are made a fpefl-acle unto the World, to Angels 
" and to Men; — and are buffeted and have no certain 
'J.dwelliEig-place. We aie made as, the filth of the 
« World, and the ofF-Ieouring of all , things unto this 
*^ day, I Cor, jv. 9, 11., 13. 

" —In all things, approving our'.elves as the mi- 
" nifters of Goo, in much patience, in affliaions, in 

" neceffities, in ■diftieffes, in labours, in watchings, 

•' in fadings, by purenefs, by knowledge, by love 

" unfeigned, by honour and diflionour, by evil rc- 

" port and g«od report ; as deceivers and vet true. 
" 2 Cor, vi. 4, 5, 6, S, 9. In perils of wruters, in pe- 

" rds of robbers iti p.erils of the fea, in perils 

" amoiigftfalfe brethren. 2 Cor. xi. 26, 27. 

Like one of thofe Torrents flie writes of, llie was 
jiot to be flopt by any, or all of thefe difcouragements, 
or obftriiftiotis, from_ running diredly to the pure 
ocean of all goodnefs, and drawing with her, in her 
way thither, as many of the greater rivers and rraaller 
ftreams as Jlie poffibly coidd. 

As to her printed works, an account will be given 
of them in a brief Summary of the Life of Feteb. 
PoiEET their Publiflier. 

End of the Life of Lady Guiok. 
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t<So\v in regard to F. la Combe, fince I pub- 
iillied that part which contains the Note 
about hiai (Vol. I. page 259) a kind friend 
of mine lent me a little book, entitled, ^ 
jhort Letter af Inflniilkn, fie'wing the J'ureft 
•way to Chrijiiem PerfiBian. ■ Tranllated out 
of the French. 

The Translator in Iiis Preface writes 
thus : 

" r ITM-IIS Letter was written by the famous Francis 
" X de la Combe, to one of his intimate friends. He 
•' was welt known to the late venerable Archbifhop of 
" Camhrdy, was a perfon of eminent virtue and lanftity, 
" and patiently endured many cruel and long perfe- 
" cutions for RighUm^nffs-fakt. 

Fkom it I here give an Extraft as a fpednien of his- 
zeal and manner of writing. 

" I BESEECH the Father of Lights, the Author and 

" Giver of all good gifts, to open to me the trcafure 

" of his divine Grace, and to make me fsithful in 

" drawing from thence what is necefliiry to affifl: you 

" in the defire you have conceived of loving God 

" perfetlly; as he hath opened your heart to aik thi.» 

" inftruilion of me. 

" CONVEBSioN is from a common life to a 

" perfeft one; from lukewarmnels to fervour ; from 
" the animal man to the fpiritual mnn, and from the 
" flavery of fclf-Iove to the reign of pure love." 

SiKCE God calls you to pcrfeft con^'crfinn, refiP; him 
no longer. Make hatte tocfcape out of the inchant- 

mcnt 
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ment of Bf-love, by which St. PAur. declares, (Phil, 
ri. zi.) all feekiheir imnintertp, mdmt tbejs «/ Jesus 
Christ. Come out of the carnal World to enter into 
the fpiritual Faradife, from wandering abroad among 
the creatures, to enter into the inward Ungism, which, 
according to the faying of our blelTed LoRD.is to 
be found no where but leilMn us. Luke xvii. 21, 
There you will difcover wonders hitherto unknown 
to you ; and will fee the prodigious difference there is 
between a fervant of God who, by denying himlelf 
and all things elfe, holds faft his God through ardent 
love in the fanfluary of his heart, and an unmortified 
man who lives in perpetual diffipation. 

My Sort, give mc thins heart, sni let thins tyti be fixed 
ifpon my laeys. Prov. xxiii, 26. In thefe few words 
the holy Spirit opens to vis the entrance and progrefs 
of the fpiritual life. The entrance is happily found 
in giving the heart to God. The progrcis is advanced 
by keeping the eyes fixed uptm his ways. 

Begin then by giving your heart to God, that he 
may make it fuch as he would have it. — Make hitn 
fuch a reftgnation and transfer, and fo full and abfolnte 
a deed of gift of your felf, and all that belongs to 
you, as to referve no proprietary or felfifli ufe of your- 
Self; and fo irrevocable as to renounce for ever all 
rif'ht and ail defire of raking yourfelf again : Which 
being done, ufe your liberty only in fnbmilTion to the 
Qtder of God, and dependence upon the divine move- 
ments i give up and abandon yourfelf fo to his ami- 
able conduft, that he may reign abfolutely ; that you 
henceforth may no longer live to yourfelf, but to God 
alone. 

A DEVOUT perfon has left us an excellent model of 
this donation, in thefe terms ; 

" GlV£ 
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"_ Give roe leave, O Lord, to confecrate aiy liberty 
" to thee in its utraoft extent. Receive my^ memoiy, 
" niy underflanding, my will, my foul with all its 
" powers. As it was thou that gaveft me all that I 
" have and polfcfs, it is to thee I ought to return it 
" all without referve, leaving myfelf to the juft dif- 
" pofal of tliy holy will in alUhings. 1 alk nothing 
" of thee, but thy will-, grant me but thy grace ; 
" this alone fuffices me, inllead of all riches, and all 
" other pretenfions i my heart delires nothing more." 

This has been thepraftlcc of all the faints It is 

certain thatitwa-s this donation which firft placed theoi 
m Gob, which united them intimately to him, and 
which, being afterwards maintained by a conftant 
fidelity, in not taking lliemielves back again, did at 
lad happily fancUfy.tliem. 

-And becaufethis refignation is not fo foon 



perfeft (for there remains ftiil fome referve in the 
foul, and we often take ourfelves back again with- 
out .knowing it, or perhaps thinking we do well) 
we ought for fome time to renew this donation every 
now and then, and to ratify it as often as we have 
a motion to do it. 

As Jusus CnaisT was not formed in the pure womb 
of the Blefled Mary, till fiie had given herconfent 
to it i in like manner he does no: come into us, 
and make his abode with us, without our confetit. 
And as God waited for the' happy Fifl^ of the Virgin, 
to work in her the incarnation of his Son ; fo out of 
the great regard (Wif. xii. iS.) he has for the frce-wiU 
of man, he waits for his total furrender of himfelf,_in 
order to imprefs upon himthe image of his Sons which 
St. Paul calls thi forming 0/ Jssus Cbsist in us. Gal. 
iv. 19. 
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Having then given all to God, confider yoiirfeif 
as his entirely, and fay with St. PAtiL,-2 Cor. v. ij, i^, 
r/. "As for us, henceforth know we no man after 
" flefli, &c." i Cor, V. i6, ij, 18. 

Im this difpofitioE yow will labour fuccefsfully atid 
delightfully in deftroying tlie remains of fin, the dif- 
orders of your paffions, and the moli fecret imperftfti^ 
ons: And at the fame time will acquire the chriftian 
virtues, and the greateft gifts of God ; becaufe aiid- 
ing in JESiis Chkjst, a^d hi inym, ym ■milt bring forth 
much fruit. John xv. 5. 

Far from being difpenfed with from labouring your- 
felf, to fanftify yoiirfeif, you muft do more than ever 
you did, or would have done in any other way : But 
the advantage will be, that afting by the movements 
of Jesijs, and by the diteftion of the fpirit of his 
Grace, every thing will be done more readily, more 
eafiiy, and nnore perfeftly i, becaufe Jesus Christ be- 
ing the matter of the work, the fucceft of it muft be 
■wholly divine. 

God has given free-wiJI to mankind ; he never forces 
it, fo long as we will keep it in our own hands. But 
what is the effeft of our keeping it ? Why, we per- 
petually abufe it. There is nothing then more fafe 

than to give it up to him ; lince we do by this what is 
moft agreeable to him, and advantageous to ourfelves. 
There is no better way of fucceeding than to engage 
God in the affair, to work in us, with us, and for us : 
And we cannot engage him to it more effeflually, then 
fay refigning op our free-will to him-, becaufe that is 
the only thing chat refifts him ; and if this proprietary 
or felfifli refiftance were taken away, he would reign 
over us with full farisfadtion, in which our per- 

kSion does whoHy confift Can we hazard our per- 

fe£blon in trufting God with ic i 

Let 
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Let us then go to the fource -, let us at the very 
firft feek the reign of Jesl's Christ in us. Where his 
love enters, vices and imperfeflions are confumed ; as 
all the branches of a tree fall at once to die ground, 
as foon as the root is cut up ; fo that there is no need 

of lapping them off one after another, And as, in 

order to make another tree grow up to perfeftion, there 
needs nothing but to plant a (lip, which, having once 
taken root, grows and advances naturally, extending 
its branches, and bringing forth its fruits in their fea- 
fon ; in like manner the reign of Jesus Christ being 
eltablifiied in the heart, all the virtues follow and ac- 
contjiany it ; and tlip foul finds itfelf enriched with 
the greateft gifts of Grace, even unfought for and un- 
known, far from being ftudied. 

Many pafilong years, and fpend their whole life in 
heaping up materials, purple, linen, gold and precious 
ftones, without ever coming to the building of the 
inward ta bernacle, which is to fcrve for the habitation 
of God, and to be the place of his delight. Inctltma- 
ble is their lofs, and yet they perfift in it, even to 
ohdlnacy, becaiili; they would always keep all in their 
oxvn .hands, infkad_of__truiling .whpjjy t" God in all 
thuijjs. But they who make their offering to the Lord, 
with a ready mind, for all chat is to be done at the taber- 
nacle of witnefs, by the hands of Moses (who repre- 
fents the fpirirual Guide) foon fee the fanduary finift- 
ed, and fenfibly experience that God dwells there, 
and fills it with his majefty, 

Chb ISTUN perfeftion confjlls in being niiiied to God, 
isA enjoying him. Tliis unisn is gained by the fubmif- 
fion of the foul to the will of God, and this eitjiymsnt 
by prayer. The whole fpiritual life is reduciiale to 
tliefe two points, which arc as it were the two poles, upon 
which the firmament of fublime virtues and holy ex- 
ercifts turns -, i The preSice of memd jrmer. 1 ^hi 
I'vejif thf 'wijtof^^oo, 

"P p z There 
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These is no folid devotion without the profound 
and durable Peaver of [he heart. — :-How wretched 
tlicn in tlie fight of God is the life of fo many perfons, 
both of the Clergy and laity, who live witbout prayer? 
If they were truly fenfible how impure it is brfoie God, 
they would die with the horror of it. 

To theLovE OF THK Will of God are reducible al! 
the pious exercifcs, whether inward or outward, that 
are neceflary to the fulfilling it, cr which we are ro 
praiSife in obedience to him. It would be a manifeft 
indifcretion to ncglefl: thofe employments we are bound 
to follow, in order to have more time for prayer ; fince 
true prayer confifts in doing the will of God. Would 
it not then be a capital error, under pretence of pray- 
ing, really to forfake prayer ? 

There are fix inward exercifes, which are as it were 
the arms and hands, the fett and wings of prayer, by 
which it reaches to all the aftions of our life, to all 
places, times, perfons and employments. 

I. RECOLLECTros. This is a fecrec power which 
withdraws tlie foul from outward things, to keep it 
attentive to God within. Happy is he who knows 
what facred rccoUeftion is ! Nothing but experience 
can teach it. When the foul feels herfelf powerfully 
feized by her heavenly Spouft, fhe is forced to cry our, 
that his vifits are admirable and his perfumes odori- 
fetmis. 

Keep yourfelf tlien recollefled, fearing to lofe your 
(reafure among the creatures. He who is always 
diffipated, like a houfe open to all comers and goers, 
is very unfit for prayer. He that will never pray but 
m the hour that calls him to it will never do it well, 
and will eaGly iofe it : But he that would fiicceed iti 
this great exercife ought, by continual recoUeftion, 
to keep himfelf always ready, and in an adual difpo- 

fition 
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fuion for praying- To this end it is necclTary to Iofc 
filence, retreat, obfciu'ity, and difengagcment from 
the creatures, in order to be well difpoTed to be em- 
ployed of God. 

II. The. p-sfsnee of God. God is always prefent 
to all things; but all things are not prefoit to him. 
Seek the LotLD isbile he futly k found. Ifa. Iv. 6. Suk 
his face eveimore- Pf. cv. 4. Let it be your firfl: 
thought when you wake ; the moft frequent all the day- 
long, and the kit at night wlien you go to lleep. 
When you come out of company, or from buiinefs 
that requires application, immediately feek God ia 
his fanSuary, which is ymr ffirit ■wiibin yati. ]fji. 
xxvi. g. 

If we have not the happinefs of afling as the hoiy 
Angels, without ceaEng to behold the face of G&d, 
let lis ad at leaft like dutiful and afFedionatc children, 
who, after having obeyed their father's orders, return 
immediately to prefent themfelves before him, to re- 
ceive new comtJiands from him. 

III. The Mmtion. Tliere are many intentions 
that are gmd, as when we propofe to ferve God for our 
own advantage, temporal or eternal -. But there is only- 
one intention that isperfeS. If v^e afpire after chrilh'an 
perfedison, we muft dilengage ourl'elves, and forego 
ail that concerns our own intereft, to have God alone 
in view. This is the generous charity ■, this is the pu- 
rity of love. All felf-interefted motives are imperfeft, 
becaufe in them we feck ourfelves. 



Walk in the moft excellent way, which is that of 

difinteieftednefs. Renounce all human refpci^U, all 

defire of catching the eUeem, applaufe, or favours of 

the creatures, iBipriniing deeply upQn your irnnd St. 

■■-'-- ■ Paul's 
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Paul's rule; If 1 jhnuld yet pkafe mm, I Ihculiimt he 
tie firvani of J zi\js Chmst. Gal, L lo. 

IV. Attewtiom is the application of the mind to 
that which is doing. It ought to be jiious and holy 
in prayer, and in all tlmt regards the fervice of God, 
that it may be religioutly and duly performed, without 
diftraftions, reficflions, indifcretion, or any violent 
eiForts of the creature. 

The holyfpirit requires of us this fubmiffion to his 
divine movements in all our inward conduft; it is for 
this that he communicates his gifts to us. They then 
who give up themfelves molt to him are beft qualified 
to receive his graces, and to dderve the increafe of 
them. 

Seek whatever may be an help to recolleclion, as 
fecrecy and retirement, according to the example which 
our LoKD Jesus Christ has left us, who, when he 
would pray without ditturbance, fcnt the multitude 
away, and went up to the mountain alone. 

"V. AspiRATioKS are the dartings of the foul to- 
ward God, by fliort and fervent words, either to beg 
fome grace of Him, or to teftify our love to him, 
Thel'e are the daughlirs cf Jerufahnt, whom the facrcd 
lover in the Canticles charges, that, if they iliould 
be fo happy as to arrive at the throne of her Beloved, 
the/ •wmdd tell him that (lie is fick ef Imiefcr him. Cant. 
V, 8. To thefe afpirations the heavenly Spoufe fre- 
quently anfwers by his infpirations, all glowing with 
love ; this file alfo confirms, when flie fays. My foul 
melted 'with kve as focn as my Beloved fpake to me. 
Cant. v. 6, 

VI. Fidelity Bs iheu faithful unto death, anil 
will give thu a trovjn of lift. Rev, ii. to. It is of in- 
finite importance to be faithful to God, fince upon 

this 
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this the crown depends. Now this fidelity connfts, 
Eric in obfirving vahat the •mill c/God is, in order to 
know it ; juft as the firit duty of a faithful^ fervant i-'i 
to he very diligent in learning his matter's will. Second 
in r eadily -per forming the iiiill of God lahtu known, as well 
in lutlc things a,s great, and indeed in every thing-, 
which is the lecond part of fidelity in a good fervant : 
For, according to the oracle of truth, He that is faith- 
ful in that which is leafi, h faithful alfo in much; and he 
that is imjiifi is the Issft, is urijufi alfo in much. Faith- 
ful fouls are as careful to avoid little faults as great 
crimes, and imperfeilions as fins; becaul'c they would 
not offend or difpleafe their Beloved. 

Another important duty of fidelity is, lo keep ex- 
tiSfy the h'dBS of divine friendfhip. Thefe facred laws 
are three principal ones ; fovcreignty, chaftity and 
"enerofity. (i.) By ihe feverdgnly of love, we are to 
love nothing fo much as Goii. The faithful lover 
facrilices without referve not only himfdf and all that 
depends upon him, but alfo all creatures, to the inte- 
refts of his God. ^2.) By the fiii/Ji/y of love we are to 
love God without referve, without mixture, without dif- 
guife. There would be s referve if we did not deny 
ourfelvcs, and all things for the love of God, There 
would be fl jsw;*!"^ if we fought our own advantage 
in his fervice. There would be difguifs if we protefted 
that we loved God with all our hearts, and yet vjouid 
difpleafe, or refift him, in any thing. (3. J By the 
generoftty of love, the friend of God is always ready 
to do any thing, to fiiffer any thing, and to lole any 
thing, rather than be wanting to his friendftiip. It 
is in this that love ought to be fironger than death. 
Cant, viii. 6. 

Thb firft degree of divine Love is that it he true; 
the fccond that it be ftrong ; the third that it be pure. 
One great point of the gencrofity of divine love i? to bt 
faithful to the crofs; that is, never to refiile ii, oir 

what 
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what nature foever it is 5 never to complain of its ri- 
gours ; not to de-lire to be freed from it; not co feek 
human comforts-, but to bear with an humble rcfig. 
nation the abfence of divine confolatiohs, begging 
oniy the grace to bear it with an entire fidelity. 

A HOLV and enlightened perfon has writ in thefc 
terms, " The foul remaining in its diforderly will is 
" imperfeil: ; it becomes perteft in proportion as it 
" approaches nearer to the will of God. When a man 
" is herein advanced fo far, that he cannot in any thing 
" depait from the di\'ine will, he then becomes whol- 
" ly perfect, united with, and tran-iformed into th? 
" divine nararc." 

As for you, my dear Brother, who afpire after per- 
fefcion, never aft from nature, not even in things which 
feem permitted -, becaufe this is by no means allowable 
by the laws of pure love, which never fceketh her own 
intereft. i Cor. xiii. 5. Whatever is not done purely 
for God, mult pafs the Sery trial mentioned by the 
Apoftle. I Cor. ili. 13. Ad then in every thing by 
grace, that is, to pkafc God, to contribute to his glory, 
and to live after his fpirit in a perfedl manner. 

MoRTincATiON, according to St. Paul's rule, is the 
proper exercife of the fpiritual life. Sec Rom. R. 13. 
Gal. V. 16. There is no living after the fpirit without 
dying to the Gefh. The praiflice of chriftian morti- 
fication is, firft, to cut off from nature all ufclefs plea- 
fures, to be content with what is necefiary, according 
to the order of God. Second, To endure pains with 
patience. 

The firft labour is to mortify tie fiitfij, which is 
done by giving them nothing but what is necelTary 
for them, for the prefervation of the body ; being con- 
tent with bare decency, according to our conditions, 

. and 



and making our ncceffities and abilities the meafure in 
fiich cafes. 

Wb ought therefore to cut off all fuperBuity, al! fen- 
fuality, all delicacy in eating and drinking, in lying 
and lleeping, in iinen and drcfs, in warming ourfelves, 
in walking, fpeaking, feeing, hearing and converfmgj 
no more to feek for objefts to feed our curiofity ; no 
more to admire jewels and trinkets ; to keep no ani- 
nials merely for diverlion ; no more of mufical inftru- 
jiients ; or longs unlefs to recreate ourfelves in God in 
ipirltual hymns ; no more to be for feafts nor games, 
though accounted innocent -, vifits nor aifemblies, unlefa 
eitlier ncceffity, obedience or charity, fometimes en- 
gage you in them. If your teart be captivated with 
the love of jEStis, you will no more be fond of any 
vain amufements. His fervant has other kinds of di- 
verfions todefire,and fix his delight in. Solongas a man 
is wedded to his fenfual pleafures, he never can relilli 
the chafte delights of the fpirit. 

The fecond application fhould be to mortify the 
pajftms:, fo that there may be no more impatience, an- 
ger, trouble, ingratitude, anxiety, love or defires barely 
natural, though they pafs for decent and realonable, no 
friendftip but in Goo, to promote his kingdom in us. 
This mortiScation will not fuffer us to be attached to 
any creature, to defire to be efteemed and loved na- 
turally, nor permit us any ambition, oranypaffion for 
the point of honour ; all thefe being nothing elle boc 
the diforders of corrupt nature : But above all things 
learn of Jesus Christ to be meek aiid lowly in heart, 
as he was 1 before all men meek as a lamb, and in the; 
depth of humility abafed before God. 

The third exercife is to mortify tbe/pirU, refufing 
the three powers of the foui whatever is ufelefs or dan- 
gerous to them. Deny the uttdirjianding all curiofity, 
all unprofitable reading, all fearch of knowledge, not 
Q^q required 
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rfquired to fityou for the ftation you are in. Defpife 
the news of the age, as one not of this world, a citizen 
of a higher city, one whofe heart is eftranged from 
fiich things ; and onlyfeeking to have a continual con- 
verfation in heaven. Renounce your jtidgmcnl, as the 
moft dangerous enemy, and the liardeft to be overconre. 
Keep it fuljjcd to the judgment of God. To this end 
make it pliabie co that of men, when they conteft any 
thing with you which you do not manifertly fee to be 
contrary to the Will of God. 2. Deny lbs Memory 
all unneccffary refleflion, or feeking after things which 
fignify nothing, all but that alone which the order of 
God obliges yoti to apply yourfelf to. 3. Deny the 
will " all defire, defign, inclination or tendency, eager- 
ncfs or attachment to whatever is not God, all felfiSi- 
nefs, and all natural averfion; defire nothing but God, 
to know and do his will in all things. 

But why do I priipofe a little detail of chriftian 
mortificatior. ? Such as are not accuftomed to facred 
recoUedlion will comprehend nothing of it, or will 
judge it all to be impradicable and impoflible : But 
as to thofe who are accuftomed thereto, the holy Spi- 
rit keep.'; tliem clofe lockt up from going out after any 
falfe or hurtful fatisfadions. They find the grace of 
God omnipotent to make them practife, even with 
joy, and with incredible courage, that which at firfi: 
appeared infupportable to nature. 

DivrNE !ove makes a great alteration both in our 
tafte and our ftrength. Become habituated to prayer, 
my dear friend ; You will then find it by experience, 
and will admire both how much grace and ftrength 
prayer gives us to pradife mortification ; and what 
advances in prayer mortification procures us. 

The 



• The tUree powers, I here find, mencioned by M. Gu ion Vof. 
I. page 70 I had m tliat place miilaken, in my conjcfliire aboisT 
Them. 



On Chriftian Perfeftion. 
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N. B. The hard imprifonment of F. i.a Co.«be, as the 
Editor of M. Guioh's Works (in a note under a letter 
of fjid 1.A Combe to M. Guion) tells us, continued till 
his death which was in the year 1714, having been a 
prifoner about cwenty-fevcn years. All the reft that 
we have of his life (fo far as I yet find) is included in 
that of M. G 11 ION. 
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APPENDIX. 

Next follow, to fini/li thh Work, 
Narratives of 

I. MrcHAEi. DE MoLiNos and the %«,y;,. as 
aB^/fr I'y&ai' Namf M. GnroN, F. 21 Combe 
and the Archbiaop of Camiray fuffered Per' 
lecution. 

IL Abbp Fekelon Archbifliop of Camiray. 
HI. A Review of the whole. 



%* This work has fwdied much bevond mv « 

that which I had given to my Ribfcribers. I had 
T7 TV^' '''^5 (wifhingto inftrt them in .hi ^ 
pendix) of PBT.R PoiRET, the Editor of Lady G^.on^s 
life and wnt.ngs , and of Anto..,a Bo.R.oXTn! 
ftrumencof the converGon of thef^id P. Po.ret but 
I have now concluded to print them by themfe^es in 
a fix-penny pamphlet, th.t I may not^too fT ftTet h 
h. volume I had drawn a brief Summary of fc 
truly honourabk life of the Archbiftop o7 cLX'v 

tfi^r™''^"re "' °''''^^™'l that i'would not le^ 
the Reader ,nto the particular cireumftanccs and TffaS 

tirfaaoiy to rnanr. I therefore expunged that br ef 
ttreftw' '"'? ^'^' ^/r" ^ f""««=count of the b- 
dlfpoftl?pT 'Tk'^u !i^'' ^' ll^^Iieve every weU- 



E 



Michael de Molinos, 



AND 

Progrefs of Quietifm. 

MICHAEL Di! MOLINOS was defccnded of a 
relpeflable family in Spain. Though he en- 
tered into prieft's orders, he devoted himfclf to the 
fervice of the church without any defire of worldly 
advantage from it. His courfe of life was blamelefs, 
but little ufing thofe aufterities, or ceremonies, which 
are fo much magnified in the church of Rtvii. The 
eftecm which tiiey have in, Spain for St. Ttnja hnd 
drawn his mind into fpiritiial divinity, in which he 
made fuch advances as to acquire a high reputation, 
and to gain vaft numbers of profelytes. 

He piibhfhed his fpiriiud gmdt in 1675 wiihthc ap- 
probation of five celebrated doftors. four of them 
were of the Inquifition, and one Esparsa a Jeiuit. 
It was much read and highly efteenicd both in Spain and 
Italy. The Bifhop of Palermo in Sidfy, one of Moli- 
Nos's difciples, in his paftoral letter in 16S7, earneilly 
recommends this little book, faying, " It had met 
" with fuch a favourible reception over all Europe, 
" that in lefs than fix years it had pafied through above 
" twent)' editions in different languages." Peridns ot 
the firll quality fought his acquaintance. Letters in 
abundance were written to him from many parts. At 

Roiiti 
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Reme and Naples many of the priefthood openly de- 
clared for him. The moK eminent were three to 
whom the Pope afterwards gave the Cardinal's hat. 
One of thefe was PiTKtJcci, who was looked on as the 
Timothy oi Malinss; but above all Cardinal d'ExREEs. 
Ambaifador to the Pope from the King of France. 
Hewas one of MoLiwos's mofi: zealous partizans, ap- 
proved his principles, contributed to promote them, 
and entered into a fingular friendlhip with hiai. 

NixT year one of MoLiNos's friends, Cardinal Opes- 
CALcrri, being made Fope, gave him fignaJ marks of 
his regard, lodging him in the Vatican., his palace. 
The Jejuiti and Dumiiikans were alarmed. They faw 
their trade decay. They branded Molinos with the 
infamous name of heretic; and to his herefy, as they 
termed it, gave the name of Quietism. They got the 
Inquifition to take cognizance of his book and of I'e- ' 
TRUcci's letters. And as the Jefiiit Esp/.rs.ji had 
given an authentic approbation to the before mentioned 
book, it is faid, they privately (hiir him up within four 
waVls. Whatever way they difpatched him, he was 
fcen no more : So dangerous it is to do any good or 
honeft thing, which incurs the wrath of the jefxsts ! 

Molinos and Peteucci being then arraigned be- 
fore the Tribunal of the Inquifition, defended them- 
felves fo well, and refuted their antagoniils lb fully, 
that the pieces which the lancr had v/rote againJt them 
were condemned, as fcandalous and defamatory libels. 
This viflory augmented the credit and number of the 
Qiiietifts, and never were their books more eagerly 
fought after, 

MoLiwos was now at the zenith of this world's fa- 
vour, lodging in the Pope's palace, treated with high 
regard, and coiifulted as an oracle. Honours unfought 
by him, and enjoyed only for a few years ! Such is the 
viciflitude of -worldly favours, his lodging in a palau 

was 
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was afterwards exchanged for that of a dreary prifiti, 
though without any demerit of his. He calmly fub- 
mittedj and with equanimity bore the two oppofite 
dates. 

As to Petrucci, the Pope gave him a public mat-k 
of his efteem, in malting him Bilhop of Jejfi. He had 
no reafon to repent his choice. Petrocci's life and 
manners were in every refpeft fo examplary, that his 
enemies cmldfiitd no occajien ogahji him, except that he 
(and the Quietifls in general) omitted thofe exteriors 
of religion, which in the Rctriifo church make a pcr- 
fon pafs for a faint. 

The Jefuits and their partizans were exccdively 
chagrined at their late defeat, and the fuccefs of the 
Qui'ctifts. " They lamented, tb^ fmti, the blindnefs 
" of his holincfs, and the facred college, which did 
" not penetrate the pernicious dcfigns of that feft, 
" nor forel'ee their confequences ; that Molikos was a 
" Spaniard, and that the Spaniards were capable of do- 
" ing wonders, when their enterprizes were left to 
" ripen; that the errors of the ]Uumimti\a Spainha.d, 
" before this, brought religion to the brink of ruin; 
" and that the union, filence and fecrecy of the Qui- 
« ecifts were infallible figns of their nourifliing 1 rapn- 
" fter in their bofoms." Some of them even added, 
" that the Quietifts were hidden enemies of chriftiani- 
" ty ; that they concealed their private defigns under 
" the fpecious pretext of a fublime devotion, the bet- 
" ter to infmuate themfelves into the minds of the 
" people, in order to fubverc the belief of the myfte- 
" ries of religion." 

On the other hand it was obferved, concerning the 
exemplary iife of Molinos, with his difmtereClednefs, 
which induced him neither to pnrfiie, nor even to 
accept of any worldly dignity, or ecclefiailical bene- 
fice, though he was for a long time in very high fa« 

vour 
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vour both with the Pope and Cardinals, with the uti- 
fpotced conduft of his difeiples, to which all Italy 
bore witnels, that there could be no ftronger proofs 
of his and their piety and fmcerlty. 

The Quietifts continuing flieltered from the rage 
of their enemies, under the proteftion of the Pope, 
the Jcfuits determined to leave no ftone unturned to 
fupprefs them, Por this purpofe they fent ptivately 
to Spain to examine the Regifters of his native place, 
in order to find out whether he might not be defcend- 
ed from the antient (lock of the Jews or Mosn : In 
that cafe they would have raifed a clamour of his hav- 
ing fucked in their impieties with his milk. They alfo 
refolved to addrefs the King of Frame : Which they 
did ; and in this they fiicceeded. 

When in that kingdom the deftruftion of the Hu- 
ftienots was refolved upon, the revocation of the ediil 
Qt Nants on the point of being puhlifhcd, and the dra- 
goons juft ready to execute the commiflion given thetn, 
violently to break up the aflemblies of the HugncitDls, 
to difperfe or deftroy them * then F. la Chaise repre- 
fented to the King, " that it would be his glory, as 
" the eldeft fon of the church, to purge Italy from 
" hereticks, as he was doing in France; that one 
" Molinos had infefbed it with pernicious errors, 
" which were beginning to fpread farther, and had even 
" entered into his kingdom j that the penitents of the 
" Jefuits dccreafed every day, while the number of 

" the 



* Hugutmli was an appelktion given by way of confempc Co the 
Protcftaats iti Fraicc in i;£iq. Da FtrSir derives from it Siufs xai. 
guttnann ape, viz. Hvas's apes. For JoH M Hvsj, boro at tlu/l 
a little village in Bc/fosia in 1407, had openly oppotird and preach- 
ed againlf the errors of popery. Tlie edid 0! Nants had been 
granted to the French Pioleftants, in favour of their religious liber- 
tiej, by HswRY IV. King of Srenftin '59S. It was arbitrarily 
revoked by Lewh XIV. iu i6Sj, 



Of Molinos and the Quietifts. 3 13 

" the Quietifts was continually increafing exceffively ; 
" that the Pope, who protected them, Ihewed in all 
" his conduft, that he was in the interefts of the hou/e 
" of Auftria ; that by raifing a perftciition againft 
" Molinos three very ufeful points would be obtain- 
" ed; ift. ruining herefy i sd. weakening the party 
" of Spmn ; 3d. making work for the Pope, 10 pre- 
" vent his giving any difturbance to France" 

These rcafons had the defired effeft. The King 
feni an order to Cardinal d'ExKEBS, his ambalfajor at 
Rome, to purfue the Quietifts with the utmoft rigour. 
Little did he think that tlie faid ambafiador was one 
of them himlelf. What a thunder-ftroke to that pre- 
late mull: this have been at Erft, he having piiblickly 
approved the doftrine of the Quietifts, in caufing to 
be tranflatcd into Italian the book of a French prielV, 
(who goes much farther than Molinos*) now to fee 
himfelf reduced to break the facred ties of friendlhi^, 
and to betray his fentiments, or elfe to dilobey his 
prince ' An honeft Chriftian woold have faid, in fuch 
a cafe, " that il is better to obey God than man ; that no 
" confideration ought to oblige us to aft againft con- 
" fcienee, and what v/e regard as truth." Had that 
Cardinal wrote thus to the King, all he had to fear was 
to be recalled, as he has been fince. 

But inftead of this, he determined to obey the 
King's order, and to difclaim IVIolinqs ; which was 
done with fo much fecrecy and expedition, that both 
MoLraos and Fetrucci were cited to appear before 

* Thia book was written by Malaval, ia the form of a dia- 
logue, and fcvcral times pririted in FroJicet with the approbation 
oflhe DoOorsof SonBOKKi. ftiteelltgcaf'PAHis) As the doflrinc 
it contains is conformable to that of Saint Tehesa, it was much 
cried up ; and the lialtan tranflation of it was dedicated CO th* 
barefooted Curmtlitei. This boot contributed not a little to con- 
firm ttie authority which th: method of Molinos had already ac- 
quired, bccaafe it made people think that the beft dircflors in 
Fi-an^eagtCid therein with thofe in Sfaift and Ita^- 

Vol. ir. R r the 
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the Inquifidon very fuddenly and at unawares. Pe- 
TRucGi was foon difmifled, but Molinos was detained. 

Cardinal d'ErREES, in quality of ambaffidor, had 
prefented to the Pope a letter from the King o( France, 
wherein he fet forth, " that it was a ftrange thing, rhat 
" while he himfelf, in quality of eldeft fon of the 
" church, was employing all his power in the extir- 
" pation of herefies, his holinefs enteitained in ihs 
" Vatican an impious feducer of fouls, and protefled a 
" public defpifer of the facred ceremonies." To which' 
the Cardinal added, that he was ready to prove Mo- 
linos to be an heretic. To this the Pope only replied, 
that he naight addrefs hirafeif to the Inquifirors. 

The Cardinal then prefented himfelf before their 
Tribunal, with extrafls from the books of Molisjos, 
and from divers pipers of bis which had been feized. 
He would not allow Motiwos to give the fenfe and 
meaning of his own writings, " bccaufe, faid he, his 
" obfcure terms inclofe myfteries, which he has difco- 
" vered to me.=' The Inqiiifitors aftoniliied, and 
appearing at that time loth to proceed againit 
Molinos, alked the Cardinal, " how lie coukl for fo 
" long a time be the particular friend of a man whom 
"' he now reprefented to be fo wicked." To this the 
Cardinal, without any Ihame, readily replied, " All 
" that he had done was in difguife, in order to difctv 
" ver the more eafily the pernicious defigns of the 
" Quietifts-, that from the very firft he had feen into 
" the impious confequences of their doftrinc ; but that 
" he had prudently diflembled, to fee how far they 
" would carry their impiety ; that he had often ap- 
" proved 'jiitb lbs month what he detefted in his hmrl ; 
" but that the necelTity of penetrating to the bottom 
" of thofe abominable myfteries had obliged him to 
" have recourfc to fuch diffimuktion ; cliat in all this 
" he had done nothing but what was conformable to 
" the rules of the holy [nquifition, which allows of 

thofe 
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" tliofe pious frauds, when one can by no other way 
" come at clear and convincing proofs agalnft an he- 
" retick ; that if he had delayed fo long to accufc 
" Molinos, it was becaufe he waited till he had col- 
" lefted fo great a number of proofs and evidences, 
" that the acculed might not now efcape, as he had 
" done before." 

Whether the Cardinal could have difguifed fuch a 
defign, for fo many years, with the warm profelTions 
of efteem, or during that time had been fincere, he 
certainly at laft acted a bafeand treacherous part : But 
what will not men do who are governed by fordid 
ambition ? 

Molinos was hereupon imprifoned in 16B5 : And 
the affair w-is quiet for fome time. During feveral 
months he was pretty well treated in prilbn, as the 
Pope could not fo foon forget their mutual affection. 
The Pope allowed, " that Molinos might have fallen 
" into fome errors, yet hi Jeiid, he believed iiim to be 
" a good man." 

Thus he remained for near two years, people judg- 
ing differently about him. t-iis friends hoped that he 
would come out of this trial more glorious than ever-, 
while fuch as knew the credit of his adverfaries ex- 
peded liim to be crulhed under it ; when all on a fud- 
den a ftorm broke out againft the Quietifts, which ilir- 
prized the world. 

The Count and Countefs Vespinians, with other 
perfons to the number of feventy, and amongft them 
fome eminent for learning and piety, were all put into 
prifon. They were accufcd of omitting the exterior 
prafbices of religion, and giving themrdves entirely to 
folitude and inward prayer. The anfwers which the 
Countefs Vespiniani gave on this oceafion aHonillied 
her judges. She faid, " She had never difcovered her 
R r a " manner 
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" manner of devotion to any but her Confeflbr; chat 
" it was impoffible for them to liave learned it but 
" from him ; conftqiienrly he was a wicked man who 
" had betrayed her, and revealed her confeflion : ^nd 
" who but idiots would g«vto confcfs, when priells let 
" it.be recti that they make ufe of confeffions only to 
•' difcovcr fecrets, and fo to make themfelves matters 
" of the fortunes of fiich as are weak etiough to entruft 
" them therewith ; but that (lie was refolved in future 
" to confefs to Gd]> only." 

■ The noble firmnefs and courage of the Countcfs, 
which- the Lords Inquifitors had not ejtpefted, quite 
confounded them. Not daring to aft with rigour 
againft a pcrfon of her quality, and not witling to give 
room to any more fueh bold anfwers, fo capable of 
bringing down tlie credit and authority of the Confef- 
lors, by keeping tliis lady any longer in prilbn, they 
fet her and her hnitand at liberty, on their promife of 
returning to appear before them, as often as they 
Jhould be requited. 

It is impofTible to defcribe the confternarion the 
people were in, both at Rsme and almofl: over all Italy, 
when they faw in lefs than a month near two hundred 
perfons put into the Inquifition. Every one was afraid 
for hin:5ielf ; and they thought there was no fafety but 
in faying Amm to all the fentiments of the Jefuits, 
and tiding with them on every occafion ; fince they 
(Could render the moft pious and venerable perfons her 
reticks when they plcafed ; and turn into abominable 
errors even the very doftrines which themfelves had 
taught, or cried up with loud encomiums. 

Indseb who could think himfeif fafe, when the 
Pope on this accoimt fcemed fo be in danger : For 
now they made him pafs for one of the favourefs of 
the new herefy : In confequence hereof the Inquifi- 
tion' fent deputies to examine him hereupon, not in 

qtialky 
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quality of ibvereign PontiiF, Chrift's Vicar, ftiE-ceflbr 
of Saint Peter; but ic quality of a private individu.1l. 
■yife have not been able to difcover what paDed in this 
extraordinary conference.* But they held ilrange dif- 
couries about ic at Rcmt, reporting the anfwers which 
learned men of that city made to folve the objefbions 
agaiaft the Pope's infallibility, which were, " That 
"the Pope cannot err, nor favour herefy, without be- 
" ing erroneous or an heretic. In this cafe, fny tht}, 
" he falls from his dignity, in fuch fort that if he af- 
" terward make a decree in favour of herefy, it is no 
" more the Pope, but an Iierctic, that does it. The 
" Pope always continues infallible ; and it is only the 
" individual who errs." 

ThfiSE anfwers amount (o pothing ; for if Pope Im- 
NOCENT XI could fall into Quietifm, and hold jie- 
verthelefs all die exteriors of the Pontificate, who wilt 
allure me that when the fame Innoc£M"T XI condemn- 
etl Molinos, he did it in quality of Pope or a fimple 
individual i" Be it which it will, was he not more an 
heretic t!ian the Quietiils, being guilty both of hypo- 
crify in favouring, and of Jefuitifra in condemning him ? 

Two days after their conference with the infirm de- 
crepid Pope, the Inquifitors caufed a circular letter, 
written by Cardinal Cibo their prime minifter, addreifed 
to the prelates of Italy, to be fent to apprise them, 
that in divers parts of their diocefes airembUes were 
beld; where, under pretence of teaching the inltrior 

•BM_y 

* The people at Resiif at tjiia time carried the rights of thff In- 
quifition fa hjgh, as ro declare, " that ics trihuoal was on certain 
'f occafions abcsve that of the Pope ; that the authority of Popes 
" is only precarious, and that they Jofe it when ihey abuCe it in 
*• favouring herefj.** Hence it appears that the Imjuiftlor^j of 
whom fevcn were Cardinals fupported by crowned heaiie, liad a 
formidable power. The Pope then, after having long prtiteded 
Molinos, abandoned him. but with regret, not hayitic couff^* 
enoBgh to fupport him to the end. ,"'■■- ' 
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■way andprayir of quietude, they taught execrable errors. 
Wherefore // enjoined them to forbid and to difperfe 
thofc aflemblies,_and to purfiie to juflice fueh as fhould 
be fbiirid adopting thofe criminal noveities. ' They 
alfo nominated Vifitors of convenes, to examine fuch as 
were rulpeSed. On their being afeed why they rejed- 
ed the common prayeis and tlie received cuftoms, ihey 
returned fo many found and weighty anfwers, and con- 
eliidcd with referring to the books of Molinos and 
Petruoci, already printed feveral times over with the 
approbation of the holy office, that little or no reply ' 
cGnjld be-made to them. The examiners found them- 
li;lves quite difconccrted. 

These Vifitors having made their report to the In- 
qiiifitian, it was- brdered that, vrithout returning any 
replies, or giving any reafons for the conducb of the 
holy office, they rtiould take away from thofe perfons 
the books of the two chiefs of the Qiiietills, and alt 
others ot the fame fort, and enjoin them to refiime 
their hours (cmain frayetsf dec.) though they gained 
nothing from tiiem, and to fay over their beads, though 
they had no relifh for them. 

The circular letter had no great efFedl, moft of the 
bifhops of Ilaly either not minding the contents, or 
being difpofed in favour of Molinos. But what moft 
dcftroyed its credit was this, that, whereas the orders 
and letters of the Inquilition are always kept very fe- 
cret, this happened to be divulged. Copies of it fell 
into the hands of the people ; all the city was full of 
it. Scarce any thing elfe was talked of, as ic had been 
tranllated out of Latin into Italian. This accident 
vexed the Inqiiifitors exceedingly ; for they cannot bear 
that the world fliould have the opportunity of exami- 
ning their procedure. Cardinal Cibo was blamed by 
them for this indifcretion ; and he threw the blame 
back again on the Inquifitors, or on their fecrctary. 
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This letter was followed with nineteen articles, or 
erroneous propofitions imputed to tlic Quietifts, to 
every one of which a fliort refutation of the pretended 
errors was fubjoined. Tlie fentimcnts of Molinos and 
his difcipks were pourrrayed therein in the blacked 
colours, with much malignity. But they never men- 
tioned from -whence they drew thofe fentimenls which 
they charge tliem with ; for fear left fueh as had made 
thofe exirafts might be convifted of infidelity and 
malice. 

Among the two hundred prifoners afore mentioned, 
there were fome very confiderable; divers domcftick.s 
of Cardinal Petrucci ; his nephew and his fecretary 
were alfo of the number. Petrucci himfelf, coming 
to Rjitne foon after, kept himfelf incog, fearing left 
the Inquilltion (hould catch him in its trap. The Car- 
dinals Caraffa and Ciceri were tinder the like ap- 
prehenfions. The Pope's nephew Don Livio was not 
one of the leaft fufpeded, being the particular friend 
of the aforcfaid Count VESPiMiAifi. He had alfo lived 
in a very retired manner, which at thit time was fuf- 
ficient to make any one a Quiecift at Rome. Beginning 
to be in dread for his fafcty at Roms, he retired to a 
country honfe he had near Civila Vecchia. The Pope 
wrote to him feveral times to return ; yet he was afraid 
of doing it. 

The prifons of the Inquifition filled fall: every day ; 
the fright ail over the city of ^o«ifwas fo general and 
fo great, that only they whofe public debatich and 
riot, or whofe ignorance and (lupidity, fcrecned them 
thought themfeWes out of danger. It was faid that 
the liiquifitofs, in their c>ramination of the prilbners, 
found iome brave refolitte people who anfwered nobly, 
and Oiewed more knowledge than their examiners. 

The Pope ftiil (hewed his regard to Cardinal Ps- 
Taucci, and gave him leave to go and fee Molinos in 

prifon. 



320 Q/' Molinos and the Quietifh. 

priliin, •with whom he had a iong converfation. The 
Pope's mildnefs had given ibme hopes to the friendi of 
Molinos ; But their fears redoubled, when they 
thought on the number and credit of his adverfaries. 
Very formidable enemies, efpecially in liitly, are all 
the different orders of monks joined together"; of whom 
ihey reckon fife hundred thoiifand ; amongft thcni 
forty thoofand Jefiiits ; and in the finglc city of Naples 
twenty- five thoufand eccleliafticks, both regular andyj- 
cuUir. This reflexion made them look upon the con- 
demnation of Mounds as inevitable. They forefaw 
that the Inqwifitors, who are fuch otiier politicians as 
Caiaphas, would conclude with him, that it v^as better 
ibat ens man pshjh, though innocent, than thst the 
whole nation of monks fhould be ftarved, and fuptrjli- 
lisn, to which they owe their fuhfiftence, authority and 
riches detlroyed. 

The condemnation of Molinos was then refolved 
upon, and the noifc of it fpread in the city. Of a 
million of pecfons, wht) were thought to be engaged 
in the fentiments of the Quietiiis, there was not one 
found who dared to open his mouth in favour of their 
chief. 

So compleatly had the Inquifition, like fome hurri- 
cane or earthquake, ftruck an univerfal panic, that 
innocence turned pale -, fortitude trembled, and was 
dumb ; while cowardice and bafencfs joined the gene- 
ral Qtitcry, and eafily carried all before them. Hence 
the very fame Molinos, who had lived twenty years 
in Romt, in the reputation of 3 faint, now parted for 
one of the wickcdeft men of the age, being accufed of 
fchifm, fedition, and of other high crimes and mif- 
dcmeanours, of which it was eafy for the Inquifitors 
to procure proofs j whether trne or falfe, they could 
ftretch and bend them fufficiemly to make them ferve 
their turn. 
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A GENEB.1L prejudice, like a torrent, had overfpread 
Rsmi in fuch a manner, that to fay of any perfon be- 
fore the fpies of the holy office, that he entertained a 
doubt, cither about the errors or the bad life of Mo- 
LiJfoij would be lufficicnt to get fuch a perfon clapped 
into the Inquifition, The Inquifitors gave out that 
they had not condemned Molihos, till they had heard 
thedepofitions of fourteen witneiTes, eight of whom 
prelented themlelves ; and the truth was drawn from 
the other fix (liy tortures) : But thefe fourteen witnef- 
fes, it is more tlian probable, were not worth one good 
one ; fuch as come to prefcnc themfelves, to accufe an 
unhappy man, being generally people hardened ia 
wickednefs ; and for the others, how common is it for 
tortures to force men to utter falfehoods ! 

A h.itRed of the Pope at this time prevailed among 
the people of Rome. It broke forth in their difcotirfes" 
and in the rage which they (hewed a.gainft an unhappy 
man, whom the Pope had fo long proteded. In this 
the Jefuits took plcafure to confirm them. " It is the 
" firft time, fsid ihey, that herefies have dared to lift 
" up their head in Heme. Never before has any arch- 
" heretic prefumed to fet up his throne in the ho[y 
" city, and to make a fink of corruption at the foun- 
" tain head of religion : And what is ftranger Hill, 
" this abominable hereiy has triumphed, even here, 
" during twenty years; his holinefs never would lend 
" an ear to the good advices which the fpies of the 
" holy office gave him from all fides ; fuch as attacked 
" the Quietifts were treated as hereticks and calutn- 
" niatorsi and after all the proofs which had been 
" collefted againft MoLlMos, in confcqueni-e of which 
" he had been arrelled, the Pope has not failed ftill 
" to favour him privately ; and even, after having full 
** proofs of MonNOs's hypocrify and wickednefs, 
" ivitli the greateft pains in the world has he been 
" brought at laft to aflent to his condemnation." 
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Ow^the day that Molinos was broueht intoM,- 
«ERVAs temple, his countenance and cairiage mwi^ 
fefeda fteady ermnrfs, fiich as (hewed no conrdouC- 
nels of any guilt ; however charged with it bv his ene- 
mies. A IJtttc before this foiemniry, t^^ ViL' a^^^t- 
^diafhrnrymMgrna^xc^W^ha (hoyj^j afijft tt ir 
This and the proclamation made of it, joined to the 
curiofity fo nacura] to people on the like occafion., 
brought fiich a concoiirfe of thronging ninlritudes. 
that It required one's having a good deal of money or 
of credit Eoget a good place there; - 

At the prifert door he wa. fet in an open chariot, 
wth ^.mmmcm fnar at his fide; and when he arriv- 
ed at the A&^tri-^, he was left for fome time in a M- 
lery : ^Wlien he was put in the place defigned for him 
he ma:, e a low bow, without Ihevving tlie leaft mark 
offcar or of confufion. He iiad his 'hands tied toge- 
ther, holding a iighted waxen taper, .vhich was put 
into them In the mean time two monks, clad 
in long robes, read hi. proccft with a loud voice 
borne people were luhorned to cry out, at the readinE 
of certain articles, " To the fin, to the fin." All the 
people joining re-echoed the cry , and became fo 
animated to madnefs, that, if the guards in leading him 
back to pr.fon had not oppofed the infolence of the 
mob, he iniift have fallen the fpeedv viaim of 
Iheir fury. When he was near the littJe cell, in 
which he was to be (liut up for the reft of his life, he 
entered It with great tranquility, naming it his clofet. 
Thenrakinp leave of the Friar who had attended him 
lie laid, - tarewd, at the day of judgment we ftall 
fee each other again ; and then it will appear on 
which fide the Truth is. whether on yours or 
" mine, ' 

After 

' fim^ mdulgemt, a rtill and entire reraMon of tie penal. 
Ues due to all Jus, an impiouB pretenfoiij encouMgiBg lin. 
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After this we hear no more of him ; his life and 
death being kept private among the Inquifitors and 
their officers. 

It was faid that the holy office had colleaed above 
twenty thoufand letters of Molinos, which had 
been lent and received by him ; and tliat, on the day 
he was arreftcd, they feized at the poft-office near 
twenty crowns worth of letters addrelTed to him. 
The author of this accoutii: tells us that an ecclefiaftic 
of Rome o^vned to him one day, " that molt part of 
" the QLiietifts were fo well inttruded, and overpow- 
'i cred their advcrfarics with lb many reafons, paffa- 
" cres and authorities, that all the Iciiool-divines 
" fn tlie world could not have been able to con- 
" found them : Wherefore the church was oWiged to 
" interpofe, and to ftop their mouths by its authority, 
" folemnly declaring them hereficks, that nobody 
" might dare to liften to them." A ready way of 
putting people to filence, when not knowing how to 
anfwer them ! 

The fame author liereupon makes the following ob- 
fervatioa 1 

Thus the Jeftiits by their art, induftry, and in- 
defatigable conftancy in pcrfecuting innocence and 
truth, have effefted the oppreffion of the doflrine of 
divine grace, of ftlf-renunciation, and of the contempt 
of human traditions, at a time when tlvofe evangelical 
tenets began to have fo great a number of adherents 
in the heart of the Romifa church, BilTiops, Archbi- 
fliops, Counts, Dukes, Cardinals, the Pope himielf 
and his Nephew. The Jefuits have again fet up, efta- 
bliflied, and brought to flourifh, the fpirit of fiiper- 
ftition and tyranny, with the fchool-divinity, and the 
rnorality or rather impieties of the cafuifts. So goes 
the world in (landering and pcrfecuting good people, 
S f 2 becaufs 
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becinfe their eandw and fimpIicJty gives an eafy h^r 
dj. to the^ enemi« , their virtue L^ good confciencc' 
hmder hem f™,n tiHng, for :hdr hwftl d S? 
thofc unlawful means, which their enemipT^^L' 
tice to ruin them, while they Toad ^T iFnn '" ^'"m 
ptaife, thofe who itrample 7.^1117 and Zrf"/"^ 
under their feet, in order to raifcth.mf r ® ^"V"" 
r.imofthe virtuous .nd the fJthft.l'^'^'^^'' ^"^= 
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Francis De Salignac De la Mothe 
Fenelon, 

Archbifliop and Duke of Cambray^ 

Tranflated and abridged from the French. 

*r TE was born a: the caftle of Fenelon in Perigeyd, 
X. X in the province of Gtiienne, in the South- Weft of 
France in 1651, fon of Pons d£ Salignac, Marquis 
of Fenshn and Louisa de la Ckopte filler of the 
Marquis of St. Abre. He was brought up in his Fa- 
ther's houfe till he was twelve years of age. This 
private education, in a remote province, preferved 
him from the corruption of manners, and fentiments, 
which the young Nobility of moft nations too frequently 

contraft, 

* Ttii hiftory of ths life of the Archbifhop of Camiiaj in French 
was priri«d ac ihe Haguf in 1723. It is faid to have been writ- 
ten by Chevalier RAMSfly, author of Tir TraviU if CYIUi. 
] have one likeiA^ife by another hand, Ttey both igree in all tiie 
p3rts of his tife, and id th& chsrafter of L^dy Guiot<: : Btit this 
by the Chevalier Ra MSA y, is much more agreeably writteji, mcrr 
eSfiHcitj clear, r.crvoaSf and better digeJled. I hare therefore 
chiefly ioilowedit: Yet forae things in Che other tool thought 
worthy tjf infettion. 

It has foraetiraes pleafed iniiritc GtMdnefs, in various nationsj 
10 raife up noble patterns, to fliew mankind what they ihould 
^above all thingsj defire and endeat^ai to be. Whofoever fliall 
impartially read thii life of the Archbifhop of Cmnhray will, I 
think, find fu^clentreafon to efteem him to have been one of this 
kind. 



326 



LI F E 



contrad, in acquiring the politcnefs and delicacy of 
the court, 

1663. He was font to the univerfity oilQebors in 
the fame province, and afterward put under the care 
and inftrniaion of a learned a.nd pious uncle at Psrii, 
viz. ANTONy, Marquis of Fmdon, wlio, dreading for 
him the vanities of youth, xnade him take, fays the 
Juthur of hii hifiory, the refolution of imitating the 
Elence of Jesus Christ for feveral years. 

i6S6 Lewis XIV King of ftflWf, having been in- 
formed of Finelon's great abilities and virtues, nam- 
ed him the Chief of a miffion for the converCon 
of the Proteftants on the coaft of Saimsnge and in 
the county of Jutiis, in the aforefaici province of Cui- 
ennc. 

As the King had been advifed to employ military 
force, to put an elFeaual ftop to the diverfitv of reh- 
gions in his kingdom. Abbe Fenelok, abhorring 
thofe maxims, would not enter upon this midion, bur 
on condition that no troops fliould be employed rhere- 
in. The mild and gentle treatment which the Protef- 
tants of thole parts experienced, while their brethren 
in the neighbouring provinces were delivered up to 
the moft cruel and inhuman perfecutions, difpofed 
them to hearken to the inftntdions of the new miffio- 
nary, and to receive folid fruits from them. This way 
mdeed did not make fo many fuddeti converfions as 
force : But it made them more fincere. 

Having finiflied the miffion, he returned to Paris, 
and prefented himfelf before the King: But he was 
two years after without teturning to Court. He be- 
came equally noted for poifeding fine parts and en- 
deavouring to conceal them. His modefty, his re- 
tired dilpofition, his probity, and his inadion about 
ftriving to procure pofls or benefices, or to court ihe. 

■■' ■ '" '■•'- ■ '■•^''■''■••-■-^■'--^^■■-■ii^iirmi/e 
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favour of fuch as were confulted in their diftribu- 
tion, were the caufe that, after having been no- 
minated Bihop of Poiltiers, he was flruck off the lift 
before the nomination was made public. The Arch- 
bifhop of Paris had received him well, and treated 
him with great refpeft : But accullomed as he wa.i to 
be furroxmded with flatterers, and not finding Fens- 
tON among them, his pride was offended. Meeting 
him one day he faid to him, " Sir, you have a mind 
" to be forgotten, and you fiifiU be fo." 

The Marquis of Fenei-on, his uncle, had intro- 
duced h'lm into the acquaintance of feverai ilUiftrious 
perfons at court, and among the reft the Duke of 
BemvUUsrs, at whole requeft, having feverai daugh- 
ters, Fenelon wrote a Treatife on the Education of 
Dau<'hter!, wherein the talents with which he was en- 
dowed for forming youth, became conipicuoos. 

This Duke under great plainnefs and fimplicity 
concealed uncommon virtues ; an enemy of pride, di- 
verted of arribition, unanxious for riches, he was mo- 
deft, fedate, difinterefted, liberal, courteous, fincere, 
polite, regular in every thing, and thereby well qua- 
lified to govern men- As a minifter of ftate, the very 
bafis of his politicks was the love sf jiiftice. This was 
his reicrning virtue, to which lie facrificcd his own in- 
clinations, his perfonal friendfhips, and even the in- 
terefts of his own family. All thefe great qualities 
were heightened and perfeiled by an eminent piety, 
which alcribcd every thing to God. This piety was 
in him a fruitful fpri'ng of light to guide him in all his 
condua-, for, fetting his heart free both from irregular 
palTions and vain amufements, it poured in upon his 
mind continual fupplies of clear difcerr.ment, to difco- 
ver in every thing what was right ixid^ood. 

Him tiie King made choice of for governor of his 
grand-children : And the Duke making known the 
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merit of Ff.nf.lqw, the King nominated him to he prc- 
ctptor to the eldeft of the princes. The pubJic in t»e. 
ncral applauded this choice, and erpccially Monfieur 
BosstiET the Difbop ol Meeux, v/ho writ a. letter of con- 
gutulaiion upon it to M. Fen"elok, daiTghter of the 
aforefaid Marquis, expreffing theiein the high jov 
with which it filled his heart.* 

■ 16S9. Abbe Kenelon entered on this poft at the 
age of thirty-eight years. For affifting in this educa- 
tion there were a!fo chofen feveral perfons of diftiti- 
oiiiflied merit, as Abbe Fletjrv and others. Never 
was feen a greater harmony than in the education of 
this prince. All who were around him acted in con- 
cert, never to flatter him, never to take his part, when 
ht had given caufe to any of them to be difpleafed witli 
him. He found no afylum biit in obedience and the 
pradlice ot his dutle.?. 

This prince iri early youth was haughty, fcornfu), 
paflionate and capricious. He afterwards grew up re- 
markably courteous, meek, pacific, juft, and fenfibly 
moved with the calamities and misfortunes of himia- 
nity, even denying himlelf almoft every thing to re- 
lieve the wants and diftrefics of others. His nature 
was fo much and fo happily changed for the better, 
by the good impreffions made on his mind. 

" He looked on himfelf as defigned for the foverejgn 
authority, only to be the fervant of the people, and to 
labour to render them good and happy. The inethod 
which they had made ufeof, to form the ynderftanding 
and the heart of this young prince, is a model of the 
mofl: perfeft education. 

To 

* Ko* thangeabtet hnw littJe to be depended on, are weak mor- 
tals 1 The Bilhop of Miaax feiTcs as a glaring inltance of ihe Wtit 

&f tbis remark. 
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-t^To form his underftanding, they made hint ftudf, 
not by rulej, but according to the curiofity which they 
took care to excite in him. Hereby they turned a- 
iimfemrnts into ftudy ; ahd the moft ferious ftudies be- 
came an amulemcnt. A converfacion formed on pur- 
pofe, without his perceiving it, gave occafion to the 
reading of an hiflory, to the examination ot a map, to 
Tcalbnings within the comprehenfion of liis years.' The 
exercifes fet him were conftantly folid inftruSions : 
Some hiftory or dialogue, which learned him the prin- 
cipal actions and events of antiquity, or of modern 
times, brought him acquainted with the charadtcrs of 
the great men of all ages, and at the fame time infpi» 
red him with the love and defire of the pureft virtues. 
I'eUmaciius and the Viehgms of the Dead were y/ritteti 
with this view. 

To form his heart, it was ncceffary to reform his na- 
tural faults.. The humour, iinpetuofjty, and haughti- 
ncfs of the young prince were repreft by a dilTatisfied 
look fpread over every countenance. 

The ufual chaftifements in inferior educations were 
never employed in this. The privation of a picafurc, 
of a walk, of a ftudy itfelf of which they had raifed in 
him an eager defirc, were the only pnnilhments they 
made ufe of. 

In the time of his fierceft vivacities, all that ap- 
proached him to fcrve him had orders to do it in a me- 
Jancholy filence. Thus they left him vexed with him- 
felf, and meeting with none to pity him, till quite lired 
out with I'uch a fad ftate, finding no body to fpeak to, 
he came to beg pardon, acknowledging his fault. 

Candor in confefTing every thing was the only con- 
dition of pardon ; and, to accuftom him to that inge- 
nVihEy, thfey confciled the faults which they had com- 

VoL. IL T t mitced 



33° 



LIFE 



mittcd before him ; drawing from their own imperfec- 
tions matter of ufeful inftrcdion to their pupil. 

They infpired him with the ]ove of virtue, not by 

dry precepts, moral fentences, or (iLidied harangues ; 
but by a word, a look, a fentiment properly placed, 
tliey were continually giving him leflbns without his 
being djfgulled at it, or even perceiving it. At meals, 
in their walks, in their difcoiirfes, they turned every 
thing into inftruftion. By imperceptible touches, and 
ingenious turns, they caufed him every where to meet 
with noble fentimcnts and royal virtues. They joined 
to this knowledge, and to this love of truth, the great 
fcience of knowing how to keep a fecret. To accuftom 
him early to fecrecy, they made him fenfible, but with 
precaution, of a confidence above his age en the moil: 
important affairs. 

DiiRiNO the whole time that Abbe Fenelon was at 
court, he Hiewed a molt perfcfl: dilintereftcdnels. 
Having learned early to live content on a little, inde- 
pendent on that fervility which a fordid iove of intercll 
begcfs, this habit of bounding his delires, joined to a 
divine love of the poverty of Jesus Chkist,' made him 
continue fix years at court, in diftinguifhed favour, 
without receiving or alking any emolument, either for 
himfelf or his friends. The public liberally dealt out 
to him the places which became vacant, while he nei- 
ther obtained nor fought for any of them. 

At laft the King gave him the Abbey of .St. Vallm, 
making a kind of excufe to him,/cr^/T»^ himfo lil'ile 
andfo laU. 

Some montlis after, the archbifhoprick of Cmniray 
becoming vacant, the King nominated him thereto. 
Abbe Fekelon, fcrupuioiis on the fubjcft of his du- 
ties, excufcd himfelf from accepting it, being afraid 

... ..■-;. -iell 
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left he could not reconcile the care of a diocefe witli 
tlie funftions of his employ. But the King tried to 
remove al^is objcaions, and urged his acceptance of 
this vacancy, 

O.w his compliance therewith, he refigned the abbey 
of St. Vallery, without aflcing it for any of his friends 
or relations. The King was aftonilli'ed at it, and 
preffed him to keep it, but in vain. This diflniereft- 
cdnefs, io very unullial, drew upon him encomiumsj 
but it alfo fourcd againft him thofc perfons of a di- 
ftinguilhed rank whom his example condemned. He 
made no other ufe of his credit than to feek to eradi- 
cate the notions whicli the corroptors of kings inftii 
into them of their grandeur and their power. 

The high favour the new Archbifiiop was in, with 
the King, (ecmed to announce a Hill greater elevation ; 
brt there ibon arofe againft him a ftorm which baniili- 
ed him from the court 0^ Frame for_ ever. To know 
the fpring, the progrels and completion of his difgrace, 
we mull: fpeak of IWadam Guion, who has been the 
pretext for it, and give a concife idea of her conduct 
and her fentimcnts. 

[ Ihrmpon the Aulhsr gives tt fummsry of the lift cf 
Lady GiuQN. In if he gives ths fsUcnving cbts- 
ratier cf the Dui( o/Chevheuse, one of her in- 
timsle friends.} 

He had a rare ftock of knowledge for a perfon of 
his rank, an eafy eloquence, an extenfive genius, ca- 
pable of remounting in every thing to the firft princi- 
ples, and of forming the greatelt defigns. Bold in 
the execution, courageous againlt bad luccefs, and 
againft the difapprobation of thofe who did not pene- 
trate the greatnefs of his defigns ; he was eafy of ac- 
cefs, graceful and modeft. His politenefs wa.s noble, 
ddicaie and unaffefled -, his temper fweet, affable and 
T C z engaging. 
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engaging. He lived in his family with his children 
like a good friend, as wejl as a good fattier. His foul 
appeared always equal and calm, notwithftandirm his 
natural vipacicy. In a word, piety had united in him 
the virtues human and divine, to filch a degree, that 
he was at the fame time a good chriftian, a good citi- 
zen, and a perfect friend. 

Some envious pcnple now fprcad confiifed rtimours 
of a rifing herefy gaining credit at court. They alarm- 
ed many witli their outcries of the danger of ths church, 
and particularly Monfieor GinzT db Maeais, billiop 
of Charires, a man of a lively nature, and fiery zeal 
for whatever lie accounted found dodrine. 

Such a man was fufceptible of verv ftrong preju- 
dices. They gave him a horrible idea of the new fpi- 
rittiality. To turn him from his indefatigable piirfuiis 
againfi: Janfetii/m,^ a doctor of Ssrhsnne, one of that 
party, who yet concealed his fcntimems, artfully re- 
prefented to him Quietifm (which had been fo fiercely 
fallen upon at Rome fome years before) as an objefl: 
worthy of his epifcopal zeal. He, not perceiving the 
fnare, applied himfelf with all his might to thunder 
againft the rifing herefy, and to render Madam Guion 
fulpeited of its propagation. He induced Madam 
Maintehon, as he was her diredor, to change her 
fentiment. He made her conceive grofs errors, and 
all the imaginary horrors of Quietifm, in the little book 
entitled, the Jhirrt method of prayer, which before this 
flie had liked and approved. She then, who had 
treated Madam Guion with Cngular marks of eileem, 
became from henceforth her implacable enemy. 

Abbe Fenelom met with Madam Guion at firft, 
foon after her releafe from her firft confinement, at the 
houfe of the Dutchefs of Bethl'ne, to whom file had 
been known from her earlieft years. Before tiiis he 
had been very mtjch prejudiced againft her, by the ca.- 

lumnies 
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lumnies which were fo induftriotifiy fpread, and through 
Inch hands as gained them a ready credit. But when 
he came to fee and hear herfelf, tier excellent conver- 
fation foon removed all his prejudices, and made bin) 
highly efl:eem her. Going afterward on Ibme occafion 
to Moniargis, he enquired there what reputation Ib.c 
had born before her leaving that city. All cxpreiled 
their high efteem of her piety, and the purity of her 
manners, even from her infancy. Thefc teltimonies, 
given by die matt refpectable perlbns, confirmed Fe' 
NE1.0N in the high idea he had already conceived of her 
vinire. And hence there was gradually formed be- 
tween thefe two perfons a very particular friendfhip, 
which afterwards proved for them both a Iburce of 
great crolTcs, and of the exercife of great virtues. 

When ir was difcovercd that Madam Masntenon 
had openly and warmly declared herl'clf againft Ma- 
dam GuiQN, they tried alike to turn her againft the 
Abbe Fenelon, which was eafily done ; and the more, 
as the Abbe had already dilappointed.and difpleafcd 
her, by fpeaking his mind to her honelUy, yet witli 
caution and rdcrve. 

She had hoped at firft to gain an abfolute afcendant 
over him, but had the mortification of feeing him of- 
ten diffenc from her opinions. She was sfraid left a 
man, whom Ihe could not fecure to herlelf, {hould ac- 
quire too much credit with the King. This change in 
Madam Maintenon gave a fine opportunity to the 
Biftiop of Meaux, to vent that fecret jealoufy which for 
a long time paft he had nouriftied in his bofom againft 
the Abbe Fen ELON. Having been accuftomed to fee 
himfelf admired as the firft genius of the age, he could 
not bear to obferve the eyes of the public turned frora 
him, and fixed on the Abbe. 

The violent outcry againft Madam Guion became 
univerliil. It feemed to affeS the reputation of her 

friends. 
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friends. Madam Maintcnon began then, Ln order to 
carry on her defigns, to demand a ftrift examinaiion 
of the books of Madam Guion, and (poke of it to rile 
King, who chofc tlie Bifijop of Mmux for priacipal 
examiner. To him were added the Eilliop oi Ciahns, 
who is at prefent the Cardmal de Noailles, and Arch- 
bifhop of Paris, and Manfieur Teonsos. Madam 
Maintenon would have the Abbe Fenelon to be 
joined as Ehe fourth, and the King approved of it. 

The Eifhop of Menux had always maintained the 
contrary opinion to that ef pure difinUiejttd Serve. He 
tlwjght he knew the docbine of tlie Church better 
than any one elie, and could not bear to be (liewed 
that the tradition of the Church, on fo efiential a point, 
had efcaped him. 

After an examination of fevera! months, they were 
fcarce able to agree on any precife determination. The 
Biftiopof AfMJM"wjscanliniially crying out. The chitrcb 
■was in danger. He probably thought it would add a 
new eclat to the glory of his triiimpiis over the Prote- 
Hants, againft whom he had pubiifhed fome pieces in 
print, to convia fuch a nian as the Abbe FiiNELCN of 
error. 

[We have feen before how this violent Bilhop of 
Memx, conquered by the force of truth, had given 
Lady GmoN a good certificate at the end of an exa- 
mination of fix months, how IVladam Maintenon was 
vexed at it, how the Bilhop himfelf, after the ill fpirit 
revived in him, repented of that a& of juftice ; and 
how that much injured good woman was, notwith- 
ftanding it all, arrefted and carried a prifoner to tlie 
cattle oi yincemes, near the end of the year 1695.] 

It would, fayslbe mher writer of lbs ArchMJhsp's life, 
be an unpardonable weaknefs in him to have efteemed, 
and to have fufFered his belt friends to confide in a per- 

fon 
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fon of a fiif'piciou! condtid, or in whom nothing elfe 
was to be ftcn but fanaticifm. We fhould then be 
obliged to own that his veneration for her had been 2 
blemifh in his character. It is therefore requifite that 
the public fliould find here at leaft fomcthing whereby 
to form an idea of that Lady's ttue charafler, and of 
the purity of her life, which was confirmed to tJie laft, 
even by diofe who had taken the moll pains to prove 
her guilty." — ~ Yet their rage againft her furioully in- 
creafcd, when they found that certain perlbns of di- 
ftinftion about the court placed their confidence in her. 
The fudden retired ciiange of life in diefe perfons, who 
before had been very converfant in tlie world, ap- 
peared to the Dircftors, who were alarmed at the good 
done by her, to be an invahon of tlieir prerogatives, 
and of dangetous confequence if fuftcred. 

The Archbidiop had been brought acquainted with 
this Lady when ftie was calumniated and perfecuied. 
His prejudice againft her was changed into a fingtilar 
veneration for her, as foon as he had converfed with, 
and examined her — When alterwards he was attacked 
on this account, he did not difown that he had very 
much efteemed and ftill continued to efteem her: And 
yet he never undertook to defend her, but contented 
himfelf with conftantly refufing to join in condemning 
her. When he was prefled to do it, he defended himfeltV 
acknowledging that he had often feen her, as every 
body knew ; that he had elleemed her, and foffcred her 
to enjoy the efteem of ieveral eminent perfons, whofe 
reputation was dear to the Church ; that he had read 
enough of her writings to chink it his duty to examine 
her very ftriftly; that he had often done it at a time 
when, having nothing to fear, (he was the more open 
with him, and free to difclofc all her inmoft fentiments 
— that he had very narrowly oblervcd her praflice, and 
the counlels ftie gave to the moil ignorant, and had 
never difcoveied the lead footftcps of thafe bad max- 
ims which were now afcribed to her. How then couid 

be 
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he in confdcnce, ht ajted bsr enemin, charge her with 
them, by authorizing with an approbation the defama- 
tions which were piiblilhed againU her ? 

In a letter to a friend he wrote, " The Bithops who 
" condemn her, have done it by writings which they 
" have publiihed ; they have fmce confined her, and 
" Joaded her \pith ignominy; J have never iaid one 
" li/ig!e word either to juftify or excufe her, or to al- 
" levia.te her prefent condition-, and is not; that going 
" a great way, confidering all that I know > The icait 
" that I can do for an unfortunate perfon, uihofc con- 
" verfation was always edifying to me, is to keep fi- 
" lencewhilft others condemn her." 

But this fiience was not fufficient for thofe who 
wanted t)f him a piiblick approbation, which might 
ferye to judify their cenfiires againft her writings, and 
their feverity towards her perlbn. His conftant refu- 
fal provoked them, and became an occafion of their 
falling upon himfelf. It was already feen, by their 
manner of proceeding againft Madam' GtrioN, that he 
was rather the objea: they aimed at tiian herfelf. 

In the courfe of that fame year things were carried 
with a high hand (probably cither to curry favour 
with IMadam Mainteno>.-, or to avoid the' dreaded 
confeqtiences of her difpleafure.) The billiops aiMiaiix, 
Chaytres, and Cbalms., publiihed paftoral letters againft * 
Quietifm, condemning alfo the books of Madam 
Gtrio>r. The laft indeed, did it with imich more mo- 
deration than the two others, " In blaming, fays he, 
" the excefiesof the falfe myfticks, let us ever admire 
" and commend thofe of the true faints to which the 
" love of God carries their fouls, which never can be 
" carried too far : Since the meafure of iovirg Goi> 
" is to love hira without meafurc, &c," Thgs, white 
he profcribed the books, he was far from condemning 
the perfon of Msdam Guion, whom he treated with 
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tsfpeS:, telling her, "that, in fubmitting her expref- 
-'^- lions (he miglit continue her fentiments, and that 
" he fhoiild pray to God eo continue his favours to 
" her." 

'■ The hatred of Madam Maintenok to the Archbi- 
fhop oiCambr^ every day increafed. As he could not 
be prevailed upon to condemn IMadam Guioff, as the 
other prelates had done, fhe regarded his refuM as an 
mcoierable obflinacy. 

The Archbidiop of Camhray v/rote a book in vindi- 
cation of Madam Guion's tenets, entitled. The maxims 
nfthe Sin'ii/s, and in his abfence the Duke of Chfunufs 
piibiiflicd it. 

The Archbifliop's enemie? took care immediately to 
give a general alarm, to frighten the pious and well 
meaning, and to excite the'derifion of the profane. 
■J'he prelates who were in the higheft credit at court 
exclaimed againft him. The courtiers, who envied the 
high favour which the Dukes oi Bemivillkrs and Chev^ 
mtfe enjoyed, now conceived great hopes that they 
would be involved in his difgrace. All things concur- 
red together to Iwdl the ftorm ; karning, ignorance, 
indilftry, policy, infinuation, difpute, credulity, nay 
incrediiHty itfelf ; and all this, becaufe a prelate had 
dared to maintain Thai we eughl to kve Gq\> for hh c-^rt 
fake with a pure iifinterefiei love. Thefe outcries having 
at length reached the King's ears, the Bilhop of Miaux 
went to wait on him, afking his pardon for not having 
iboner difclofed to him tU Fitnaticifm */ his Brntber 
Prdate.. 

This bifhop drew the moft horrible confequcnces 
from the Archbilhop's principles, loudly declaring, 
" that the fentiments he concealed were worfe thaa 
" tliofe exprelTed in his book." Such difcourfes of a 
Bifhop eminent for liis capacity, venerable for his age, 
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and efteeraed a father in ttie church, did not fail to 
ifiread a general alarm, and to caufe a furious outcry 
of doi5tors, priefts and monks, with people of ail forts 
antl conditions, againil: the Archbifhop of Qimbray, 
who ofFered all along to make additions to his book, 
to explain every thing in it which gave offence, and 
to clear up every ambiguity: But nothing would fa- 
(isfy the BiUiop oi Meaux lefs tlian a formjil i-eutntelion. 

The Archbilhop, feeing all reafonable means of ac- 
commodation oppofcd, addrefied the Kiiig, and repre- 
fented the hard fituation he was in, the expedients lie 
liad propofed in order to peace, the lefufal given him 
of examining his book, and in fine, that he had no way 
left to put an end to the fcandal which thefc difpiites 
sccafioned, but by applying to the Pope ; begging 
leave of the King to go in perfon to Rome. The King 
gave orders to tell him, that he might tranl'mit his 
caufe to Rome, but without going thither himlelf 

The Archbifhop had been advifed and urged by 
feveral to give up his book entirely : But as he Srmly 
believed ic to be the truth which that book contained, 
he could by no means agree tiiereto, till the fovereign 
Pontiff, to whom he hat! fubmitted it, ftiould pro- 
nounce lentence upon it. This refiifai was reprefented 
to the King, as the criminal obftinacy of z man inca- 
pable of fubmitting. 

Bv thefe impreffions the King was induced to order 
his confinement to his diocefe, to deprive his relations 
of their employments, and to banilh his friends from 
court. No body had any intimacy with or intereft in 
him -without fliaring his difgrace. The ftiperiority of 
his underftanding and the purity of his life were now 
utterly difregarded. His intimate friend (M. Guion) 
was to pafs Tor a whimfical enthiiflaftic woman, and 
himfelf for the Patriarch of a fcnfelefs and profane fed. 
Hgw profound a humiliation was this ! But it is only 
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by a total overturning and annihilation of the \« hole 
marij that we can arrive at thofe divih^evirmes of wljich 
Jesl's Cf^rist, covered with ignominy and iliamej was 
the perftd example and model. 

The King having fent word ro the ArchbiJliop to 
retire to his diocefe, and not to connc bacli without his 
order -, he left the court next day. The young Dvike 
o^ Burgundy expreffed a mofi; lively concern for the dif- 
grace of his dear jind' worthy tutor,* 

In the mean time great pains were taken at Rome 

againft him by his enemies. He fcnt thither his de- 

U n 2 fences 

' Befcire he left Parit ht wrote m the Duke of Sraft^MHir} a let- 
ter dated rhe jd of Aiigutt 1637, from which I prefcnt the Keaiier 
with the following excrads. 

-" Be in no pain, my Lord, or concern for me. The affair of 
'* my book is carried ta Ri^ms. JfJ am mirtaken, the auchorit/ of 
" the holy fee will undeceipc me, which is what I feck for with 
" an hninblc and reli&ncd heart. 1 am going to Csmti-ay^ liaving 
" fa'CriSced to God aJJ that t am capable of facrificing to hini. 
" Permit me to exhort you to enter into the famcfpirit. Nothing 
'■* wcrldly or temporal has had any Jliare in what I have done for 
*' rhe doftrine r have judged to be trucj nor have I omicied to lay 
** before the Pope any of the rcsfons which may fuppoiJ that doc- 
*' trine. Knonghhas been done on my part ; it belanga to God 
*• to do the rci!, if it is h'x% caufe that I have defended. Let m 
" neither regard the defigns of men, nor the fteps they take j 'tis 
■" God alone that we ihould look up tn in all this. Let us be the 
** children ofpeacci and peace will red upon us j if it be bitter^ 
" it win be only the more pure, Let as not tnarr the uprightnefs 
•■ of our intentions bjr any obitinacy, amy psfUotjatc warmth, aoy 
*' human induflry, any over-earneft deflre to jullify ouiTclves. 
" Only let us give an account of ouf faith, lei us corrpft ouj-relves 
** if wc have need of itj and let lis bear corredlion patiently, even 
" though wc fhould not deferve ii. Let U5 humble oorfelves* and 
" keep filence : and inftead of reafoning upotJ praye:,- let Ls take 
" care that we pray. 'Tis thus that wc defend ourJelves ; 'tis in 
" fiknce (hat ourftrength will lie," 

This IcEter at lar^e was immediately made puBlic, and evtry 
body admired thepacihc dirpofition of the good Archbifhop, What 
danger had 9ny to fear from a man who fi-ated to deceive hioiftlf, 
and who dcfircd to be fet right. 
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fencts in tnsnufcript ; But the CarJinals (igniHed lo 
him, " That it was itnpoffible to provide all the mem- 
^* hers of the hoJy office with fiich long memoirs, and 
" that as the accufations againft liini were made public 
" in France, it was ncceflary his defences Ihould be fo 
" too." He then fent them to the preii. Under all 
the violence railed againft him on every fide, he cor- 
tinued ftiil and quiet. The Bifliop of Mt^ux, who be- 
tore had pretended ib high a regard for him, was now 
moft furious, hot and indefatigable in his perfecution. 

1 SHALL not here difplay the epithets with wiiich he 
charafterized not only the doarine but the peribn of 
the Archbiflrop, who jicver offered My thing in reply 
but found reafon and argumenr, prcferving always the 
meelinefs of a Chrillian" with the gravity of a Bilhop. 
The following is one letter of his to thcYaid Bilhop of 
Memx, 

" I PRAY God from the very bottom of my heart, 
" that he may no otherwife give KsprfeB Ime a com- 
" pleat vidory over you, than by maliiiig ymi feel it 
" with all Its charms. May you be inflamed and con- 
" fumed by that cdeftial fire which you fcek to ex- 
" tmgiiilh! May it infpire you with the zeal of kind- 
" Lngic every where, and may it raiie you to that 
" height of perfeclrion from which you are cndeavour- 
" ing to eilrange others !" 

The Bilhop of Measx, finding no fuccefs in his dif 
putes upon doflrine, had recourl'c to fafls. He pub, 
lifhed an account of ^litti/m, in which he endeavoured 
to make the Archbifhop of Camirnj pals for the blind 
admirer of a fanatical womati. The Archbifliap an- 
fwered this piece with fo much ftrengtli, and at the 
lame time with fuch extraordinary moderation, as quite 
turned the public in general againft the Billiop of 
Meaiix, and filled the people with indignation againft 
him, from the clear difcovery of the wily arts by which 

he 
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he had endeavoured to fubftituce^ ridiculotts phantoms 
ini.the place o£ truth. 

: Tui: minifters of the court at Rmii ufed their tit. 
mollr endeavours to quiet the ftormj anfl to avoid' 
giving a decifive judgment againft a. prelate of fo ve- 
nerable a character, The book was put intb the handa 
of the Confultors of the holy office, who were ten in 
number. They held their aiTcmblies for near eight 
months, wrought at it with extraordinary appllcaiibn, 
and were at hit divided in their fentiments. Five were 
of opinion to cenfure the book, and tht orher five 
(n;\intiined its tloiSrine to be found. The Archbilliop 
of Ch!etti, one of the confultors, loudly declared, 
" that they ought either Co burn the books' of Sainr 
" Francis de Sai.bs, or allow that of Mortfieiir dc 
" Cambray," But as they could not; agree, the af- 
fair was at laft brought before the holy office. 

Tun Pope ordered three congregations to be held 
every week ; and the Cardinals were ten months ex- 
amining and difcuding the whole. The archbi(hop> 
.tdverfaries were iupported at Reme with ail the credit 
which their fituation in FraHce coiM give them. They 
now bad recotirfe to a ftroke, which was judged, ne- 
cclTary to let them fee at Rome how much the court of 
Francs, which openly Ibllicited the condemnation, of 
the book, had the affair at heart. They prevailed on' 
the King to difmifs the relations and friends of the 
Archbilliop of Camhray, from their attendance on the 
prrnces. They dilpofed of the Archbilhop's apart- 
ment at Verfiiilks, which till this time had not bren 
done. And both himlelf and the reft who were dif- 
miffed on this occafion were ftruck olF the (late lift, 
and denied the lalarics winch were given fduring life) 
to fuch perfons as had bt-en iionoured with any (liare 
in the education of the Princes of France. TiK;y wonld 
have done the fame by fome o.*-" the moft honounble 
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perfoni about the court; • but they found upon trial 
cheir power, credit and iatereft, did not reach fo far 
thole perfons being too well eftabliflied, and no occa- 
fion fufficient for their purpofe to be found againfl: 
them. The temper which the good Archbiftopmain- 
taincd in themidftof fo violent a ftorm appears in the 
following letter,t which he wrote to the Duke of Beau- 
'' "uilliert 

. * Viz, The 'Dak£Cif Btm-villu,,, Chtmnuft, Sic. 

.. U' ' ™"^' ""M «F"'"g yo". mj'EOod Duk., whM I have at 
I Ysllsrdaj- 1 rpcit ths diy in devotion Md prjyef for ,h= 

.. u ^: / ""■/"''■"'•iiim anjfffinjpoial profperitv i far of 

that he ias Enough. J only begged thjc hi might maUe a good 
uf f" ri'^,"' ™""^ ("cI-E™! ftccrfs.. he might be ,sh„m. 
bli: as ,f he had undergone feme detp humiliaEion. J be^eri 

,. '^/' .''='"•6'", ■>« only fe.w Gob and refpcft rel.gbp. butth.t 
he might alfo love OoE, snd ftel how eafj- and light his yoke h 
to Ihofe *hi>bear,t left through fear than love. ''l nfvejfonnd 

m my^lf a greater degree of ,eal, or if I may venture to ufe the 
eitpreffion, of affeaion to his perfon. Though I au, full of.c- 
hnowledgment, it wa, not the good he has done me (hat then 
moved me. Far from being nnder any uneaCnefi at n.y prefent 

r I?"' ■ ™"''' '""'■ "^"'^ '">'*''''f ^"h i°y » God, ft, the 
fauftifcation of the King. I even confidered hi. .e.! againft 
tny book as a commenditble cffed of his religion, and hi? iutt 

n^lT' "* r''"'™' H'" '■'■"' '>•= =PP"--= of novelty 
1 looked apon him ss an obji-a of the favour of Goc, I called 

* to nund his education, without folid inllruaion, the Catteries 
whKh have furfounjed him, the fnares laid for him in his 
youth, the profane counfels that were given him, the diflrulf 

" tTjS ™';'»"'"^tF-"^' i"ffilled into bin, agaiuft the e;t- 
'^f^,''f««"°P™ftfl^s of devotion, and the artffce of other.; 
and laftly the perils of greatnef,, and foch a n.nltiplieity of 
nice affairs. I own. that with all thefe thing, 1„ vie*, [ had 
great compaffion for a foul fo much expofed. I j.d^ed hi, 

" tafe defetved to be lameueed. a.d I wilhed him a more plentiful 
degree of mercy to fupport him in fo formidable s Hate of prof- 

. Irll1/\'V /" ' 7"W t-"^ ™»'-'^"l=d to a perpetu.1 difgi^ee; 

.■ heart! ,7,- I' 'He K.ng iva., entirdy after Goo'fo™,, 

.. M^hl ^l^V^""' he may Lave folid virtues, and fuch as are 

ruitlbie torhe duties of hu itation. For my own part I am 

St peace, in the inidH of almoft couiinual fufferings. JJy cjfl. 

ingftandaJuponuif, they (hall not, by God's will, eJfperate 
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vUUsrs at a time when it raged moft fiirioufly againft 
hiin. 

The Pope, being favourably inclined toward the 
Archbidiop's book, made a propolkl which w»s pre- 
fcnily_ rcjefted aloud by the Cardinal Cafa Nata, ia- 
tiiiLiting that it would create a mifiinderftanding be- 
tween Rsme and France. At laft the judgment fo long 
expeiSed, after an examination of eighteen months, 
came forth. Pope Inmocent XII. publidied a brief 
condemning the book with twcnty-ihree propofitions 
extrafted out of it. Hereupon the ArchbiHiop gave 
himrdf up immediately to the moft abfolutc fubnnif- 
fion.* 



He 



" me, neither (hall tiicy difcoiirage me; they will not make me 
" an hermc, by faying that I atn one. I thank God I brfathe 
'* nothiDg but fitjcerity, and fabmillJon without referve. j^ftcr 
*' U)':ng my reafons before the Pope, my confcienre will be dif- 
" charged, and I fhall have nothing more to do than be fikni; 
*' and obey. They Ihall never L-n me, as Come others have don*-, 
'.' feek for dii^inftiona to elude the cenfures of ^^iw.^. There would 
'* have been no occafion to have gone ihtther, if the aR'air had 
" been carried on with that equity, fair dealing, and chriftkn 
" chanty, which they owed to theij- brother. I pray God to un- 
*' deceive me, if \ am under a mifl^ake, and if I am not, that he 
♦' Will open the eyes of thofe who have confided too much in paf- 
" fionate perfons. 

• He publifhed a Mandate in the foUo*in|; terms. " VJt 
" owe oui-felves to yea vvirhout referve, my vt-ry dear brethren. 
" iince we are no longer our own, but the flocks, which has teen 
" commited to us. 'Tis in this difpo^it]on, that wc think our- 
" felvcA obliged here to open our heart to you, and continue to 
" communicate to you what concerns us relating to the book en- 
*' titled, The Maximi sfthiSaiKti, In fflort, our holy father the 
" Pope hath condemned this book, with the three and twenty 
** propofidcins extracted outofit, by a brief bearing d^itc: the i tih 
*' ofMafch, which is now difperfed abroadj snd which you havt 
'* already feeHi '' 

" We adhere Eo this bflef, my Ytty dear brethren, as wefl^ititi 
*' refpeft CO the text of the book* as to ihc j; pfopofitions, and 

*■• condemn 
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He writ hereupon a letter to his dear ■friend the 
Duke of Beauvillie rs, a part of which is as follows :* 

He 

'^ condemn bnih the book RmJ them, precifely, abfolutcly, and 
'" without any rcibidJion. FarLhcr, we forbid nJl the faithful cf 
*' this diocefe to read and keep rhe faid bock. Wc iviiuld comfon 
^' DTiHbh'cs, Kiy very dear brethren, in our htiTniliation, provided 
** the mififilrry of the word, ivhkh ive havu received of the Loko 
*' for your faudification, be ni?t weakened thereby j and ttiiit, 
" nocivithflandtng the humjliation of the paftor, the flock may 
•' grow In grace in the fight of Got. May Jl pleafe God, that 
" my name may never be me«idoneJ, but with rhi^ remembrance, 
" thar a |>aftor harh though: ic his duty to be more fubmiffive 
" than the leaft fhcep in bis flpck. May the grace of our Lob n 
*' Jesus ChmsT» my very dear brethreiif the love' of God, ariid 
" thccomrauLiioii of che hoiy Ghofl, remain with jou all. Amen. 
" GWca At Citfa6rajf April ^j 1^99'" 

* «* What y-Qa ieod me word you have done in obedience to 
" the Pope, by parting with my book,'* {s.ys he in a Jetter to ilic 
fame Duki; de Bs au vjlmers his friend, " h very cdifj^ing to 
** flie, an6 by no mtans furprizing ; f know your atEiifhmeDt to 
" a flnatj..odieDce, nor could I expeft any other conduft from you. 
'■ You know very well, Sir» than I never valued or count^nanCLil 
'' any piety which has not this folij foundation. Por my own 
*' part, I RndeavQur to bear my crofs with humility and patience. 
" Amidft fo many tmubki I have one c&nfolatiou, of little con- 
** fequeiice in the eyes of the u'orld, but a foliJ comfort to thofe 
" whofeekGou with fincerityj and that 15, my condmS is en-- 
" tirely fixed, nor have I any thing more to deliberate upon ; all 
*' that is left for me 10 do is, 10 fubmit and be filcnt; and (his 
" i^ what I have ever defired ; gs my confcience is difcharged in 
" that of my fupenor. In all thii, far from confidering it as 
*' brought upon me by zay adverfaries, 1 looh not on any man i 
'' I fee only the hand oFGod, and am contCEi with what he does. 
'' Sometimes I am importuned ivith long letters of exhortation ad- 
'^ vifing me to fubmit, and telling me how glorions fnch an hunii- 
•■' liaijon will be ^ J am tempttd to {^y within myftrlf, what is it 
'* then that I have done tg theJe people, that thc-y fhould think I 
" Ihalt find fo much difficulty in prefering the authority of the 
'' Holy See to my own weak underflatiJing, and the peace 
" of the church to my book -' I have no confolation but 
" in obedience j and if they bad known my fentimenls Jo thia 
" rcfpeflf they would never have had llie vain alarms they have 
" fuffered themfeJvcs to fal! into. 

'* As to the Bilhop <}^ M^aux^ he andl have no longer sny con- 
=' tcntion. I very fmcc rely pray for him, and wifh him all iha* 
*' may be wilhed for thofe whom we love *itco:ding to Goo/* 
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He alio in a letter to the Bidaop of Arras wrote 



thus 



" Mv Siipetior, by the decifion he has made, has 
" difcharged my confcience, I have now nothing 
''■ more to do than to reft in peace, and bear my cro|^ 
" in filencc." 

Some people looked on the ArchbtHiop's fiibn:iinloii 
as a ftroke of policy; But on this fubjeft, fays the 
eUthor, I &i\\ repeat what I have had from his own 
mouth, 

'' My lubmiflion was not a ftroke of policy, or a 
" Elence in relpe£l to men, but an interior aft of 
" obedience piiid to Gon alone. — I looked on the 
'■ judgment of my fiiperiors as an echo of the fupremo 
"•■ will. I did notftop to confider the pafTions, the prc- 
*' judicCj the difpiites which preceded my condemna- 
" tion. I heard God fpeaking, as unto Job, out of 
" the midft of the whirlwind, and faying to mei }t^o 
" « this that darkintlh cnunfsl iy a/erds wiihsut kno-si- 
" led^^e ? And [ anfwered him from the bottom of my 
" heart. Sines ' I hsvs ffniat imsivsfiilyt lebat can i 
" enfwerf I wiU liy my band upn my meutb. Since 
*' that time I have fought no Iheltcr in the vain fufa- 
>' terfiiges of the i^efiisiii of PaS md of Right* \ 
*' fubmitted to my condemnation in its full csteht." 

The Archbi/liop's enemies now made prefling ap- 
plication to the Pope, by the French Court, to condenirj 
likewife his apologctical writings : But tlie fovereign 
J^ontifF, with a refolution not to be fhaken, rcfuftd to 
^oiti though thefe writings were difperfed jn foi»«. 

Vpf.. II. X K •'— -^ 






♦ I'tvt ^fl'm if Right IB, whether lire propofitioR! toiitlimnej 
»r= true or not. The ^efiiai ofTuB is whether ihoic piojiofiiton? 
are really conurosd.ot tiot, in iht book wierejolhc)' ^le pfet«ade4 
(P be found ) 
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and the doflirine of />»« iove was more amply ur)- 
folded in them than in his hoi ef maximn. 

Very foon did the Archbifh^p fcnd his Aibmiffion 
to the Pope, who writ him a letter commending both 
his doarine and his pictjr, and gave orders to Cardinal 
Spaoa to difpatch it. But the Cardinals of the Bifhop 
of Mimx'i part)?, rcprefenting that France might take 
umbrage at hich a letter, prevailed on the Pope to blot 
out feveral parts of it. Soon after tiie Pope made 
three of the five Examiners, who had voted againil 
cenfuring the tsok sf maxims. Cardinals. The Kino 
fent orders to all his Archbilhops to aflemble their fuf^ 
fragans, to receive the Pope's brief. In thefe fynods 
the Arehbilhop ofCamiray was well or ill treated, ac- 
cording as there were found at them more or fewer 
Bilhops devoted to the court j but no where woiie 
than m his own palace, by his own Suffragans, one or 
whom, viz. the Bifhop of St. Omen told him, that his 
words did not exprefs an inward confent and acqviicf- 
cence, but ftiU left him a back door to withdraw from 
hisfubmiflion. 

The Archfaifliop took no offence at fo odious an ae- 
cufatron. Not in the teaft difcompofed, with meek- 
nefs he thus delivered himftlf tohis Suffragans. 

" You are alTembled here not to examine my Ordi- 
" nance or Mandate, but to do all of you joindy 
" what I have been doing in particular. 1 (hall de- 
" Clare to you with an entire opennefs, as to my bre- 
" thren,andnot asto my judges, that, with the whole 

extent of my heart, I have renounced all thoughts of 
" explaining my book. J prefer the authority °of the 
" holy See to my feeble lights. I have endeavoured, 

by words fully fubmiffive and humble, to accept the 
" humiliation which is come upon me from the fovc- 
" reign Pontiff. If his holineft thinks my fubmimon 
" defeftivc. I am ready to fupply the defefl, and to 

" make 
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« make it in fuch a manner as the holy See fhall 

" think proper."* 

A BOUT a year after this was held anaflembly of the 
clergy ac Si. Genssin en Lsye. Here the Bilhop of 
Meaux accufcd the Archbifhop of Comhray., of being the 

Patriarch of a Se£t whofe maxims werf not only in- 
eonfiderate but impious ; not only dangerous in prac- 
tice but blafphemous in theory ; not only erroneous 
but ablbluteiy heretical. 

H E drew up an abridgement of tht new fpirituality, 
as he calls the tenets of Fenelon and GtriON, which 
bet!;ins thus, " The falvation we hope for by Jesus 
" Christ, the eternal glory, the enjoyment of Gou, 
" tile beatific vifion appear things of too low a nature 
" to move and affed fuch fouls as are arrived at the 
" pure love." 

Abbe Femblom on this head declares that, if only the 
hope of reward be tiie motive of adtions and condud, 
it is a feiiifh motive, leaving little or no room for the 
[■elellial flame of pure charity, or the love of God for 
[lis own fake, the love of his perfedions, the/mgk de- 
fire of redtitude in all ftates and trials, which includes 
that of divine approbation and union. Such a motive, 
he obferves, falls fliort of infpiring us with any noble 
virtue, and often leaves men without remedy againft 
vice i it fails of being a fupport in times of trial. He 
reprefents a man who ads upon this principle, in the 
time of temptation, fpeaking thus : 



Xx 2 



The 



* This pafTiLgt brings to my mind that text, Numb. xli. 3. Ntrtv 
ihe Man Mo s e 5 luat <vsry tmsht einije all ihe Mm nvhich -unre upon tht 
Faes sf ih Earth. There appears fome refembUnce of him irt this 
Archbifliop, fa patiently bearing, and meekly replying tQ, ibc in- 
fillts of hi3 own fubordinarc SuSragaos, BifliQps devoted Id ^ourt 
[he favour of Mad. Macntewon, 
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" The heavenly fweetnefs hasforfaken me. 1 ex- 

*^ pe^ed to be delivered from all my vvt-aknefles by 
" the efficacious power of a delicious and invincible 
'* grace; I looked upon the life of a chriftian co be 
" a religious enchantment. I pleafed tnyfelf with the 
" thoughts of going itraight to Paradife^ in a way 
*' ftrewed with rofes. Iweptforjoy. Heaven fee m- 
" td already open to receive me. I blefl Goo for 
*^ having put me under a ncceflity in this life, to b^ 
*' happy in the other. Bat alas! How great is my 
** difappointment ! The Iburce of pious pleafure is 
>=' dried up. I feel no other but wliat is vicious and 
^"^ corrupt i and h is as impoffible for me, in my 
«* prdbnt condition, to refift the vidorions pleafure of 
^^ vice, as it is to ride poft without a horfe" 

From hence A. Fewelon concludes that there is 3. 
iove of sfder^ of shfohte pukhriiude and perfe^icn, fit- 
perior to all sgrseahk finfmoHy which can ad in us when 
the fenfiblepleafurcs and confoUtion of grace are v^'ant- 
ing, and which is fuiHcient to move the will, under all 
the pains and privations which are to be met with in 
the facred path of piety ; there being no virtue without 
triaisj no merit in goodnefs when it lafts no longer 
than while it is carefii:d, or when i: is only pradlfed for 
the fake of rewards. 

" Thi^s kwasj fays h, that the faints^ in imitatiort 
*^ of their great model, remained faithful to God un- 
'■^ der the moft terrible fiifFcrings. Under the puri- 
" fying pains of love they con[iniied ftedfaft in their 
". fubnni(JiDn to the divine will, not becaufc it was de^ 
" lightfuK bur becaufc it was jufl. The fprin^r by 
" which God then moved them was not any imprcfii- 
" on of pleafure, but the pure knowledge he gave 
*' them of what was due to him. Ofcen v/ere they 
^* deprived of all Confolationj both heavenly and 

" earthly 
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=^ earthly, fo as to cry out with their holy head* My 
'*' Goo, r^y God 'i&hy baji ihGtcfarfahtn mr!"* 

Thus 

• A certain famoui wnEcr made zn ofief to tlie AtxJibifliop to 
write in his defence, acquainting hinit thsX a book was prepared 
for his jurtificaUonj and nothing requcflcd of him but CO caofcDt 
and coniribate to its impreflion. To this he anfwered as follows^ 

" You propoie to mc 10 (end money for the printing of a book, 
" wrictes] in jufiification of my faith — you may eafily believe I 
" ihould liLtlc value the cypence: As 1 was diligent 10 write ia 
^' my own defence before tSiir judgmert QJ Reuse j lb lam fefolved» 
" fince that judgment, to bcfiknt, to luft'er in peace, and give up 
** my fcptiraiion to providence, T haJ laiher die ihan defend, ei- 
** iherdjreQly or irtdireaiy, a book which I have condemned wiiti- 
** out Jrfiftriftioa, and from the botrom of niy heart, in couipliancc 
*' with tlie bolyfee. VVhatcvcr 1 ftiQuld write would be locked 
'* upon as s design to rekindle tbe war. It is neither jull noredl' 
" fying for an author to bt perpetually fitnptoying^the church in his 
*' perfoflfjl difpuces, and churijig rather to continue [he trouble 
" wiiihciat end, than bear hh crofs with humility. When thtfy 
" hear not a bifhop conccmirjg his own meaning, wllith he has 
" fo often cjfplflined in writing, [o what jsurpofc llioulJ he fpfak 
*' any more .' Such a one can neither edify Others, nor fuppart 
** the dignity of his own chara^er, but by a profound fEcnce. I 
«' know too well what fcandal the church fuffers by fuch dilputcs, 
" to have any inclination to renew tliem from a regard for my owfl 
*' reputation. God will take care of the honour of his minilkr* 
" if he deigns to make ufc of it for the benefit of the minilby in, 
** his diocef*;, I am even perfcaded, that neutral and equitable 
*' people me ediSed by my filence, and do not doEbt of raj honcily 
" in^he whole affair, No creaufe would perfuade thofe who have 
^' n& mind to be perfnaded. ilnd you knowvery well, that there 
" would be .1 double-dealing, unvvorChy of a Chrijlianj 5n decli- 
** ningtowrJLC myftlfj and yet privately ailing in concert with 
'* another who fliould write for me,"^ 

The readinefs and iiraplicity of his fuhmifllon had furpriMd the 
King. They had prejudiced him, by reprefenting the Archbi/hop 
of CiiTtibr^ as a man of an uncomplying temper^ who would nertr 
■fubmir. Where^^.fi he now faw dicconlrnry, and I he remenibrancL; 
of all his virtues recurred to his mind. His vircuts indeed, fJiiring 
his refidence at court, had in them fomclhin^ of auiteritji- It wai 
this iMft'part of virtue, which the hammer of adverfity was to ipol- 
iifyby an abafement. This change had bw;n fofejold to Mni, (fas^ 
.prsh^ilj hj M. GuroK) but it was not entirely effcdled till the lat- 
ter pare of his Jifc. A Kraager, who paffed through Crmhray out 
tof a defire to fee him, Jet fall this memorable exprelUon, I ha^t 
firmirly jicii grcAt utsn Freai ; ttti 1 bsvs i^o'iafien a gn&l man Ixifie, 
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Thus the Archbifiiop of Cunt^y^, exceffiyely h™,. 
b)ed cohered mthCh^mc baniihed and confined to his 
diocsfe, enjoyed there chat profoimd peace of mind 
which never fads to accompany pi.re virtue. He ap- 
pbed himfelf wholly to make men good and happy 

SoTif i::x.ifeef '-"'"-' ='' '^^ 

It was now and from henceforward ro the end of 
h« days that he appeared to be one of the true child- 
ren fin the faith) of the worthy Lady Gujqn. 

The Fr^Hch wnla- of bis Uftory mfwrns us, that all 
the fermons he preached flowed from the abundance of 

Only he retired into hjs clofer, to draw h,s light from 

di^ friend ^ofT^- P'' '"'tV^ ™ "'■"-'' ''& ^-»^ 
the triend of God, he went firft upon the holy moun- 

tarn and then returned to the people to communicate 

tothenrwhathe had learned in that ineffable conver- 

XT' tr T '°^^ °^ ^°° ^^^ 'l'^ er^^<: point in 
theft public exhortations of his, in which he made 

}Ji7 1^"? ""^"^3' ^"'^ ^ '«^= ^ produces and per! 
fta all virtues. H.s preaching was very plain and 
mtdhgible He banifhed from^it all abftraaed rea 
fonings and fLiperfluons ornaments, and fought only to 

Kck' " """^°'^' ■■'''"' '"^ «"'ighten 

_ He was diligent in going round his diocefe, preach- 
ing m every church in it, examining his flock, inffruct- 

all poilible care m regard to both ; ready alfo to liften 
to the advice of any, and to profit by their experience. 
« JfT.- Pj ; i{<'fidofi<:»tofiy, has yet more ne.d 
of bemg docde than the Bock, he mull be conti- 
_^ Dually .W«,»^ that he may be the more able to teacb, 
ana ready to eiey, in order to gevern well. Tbe wiji 
— - " fttett 
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" man increajes in iiiifdom by ill that he gatbef^ from 
" other sj' 

All his pradice beautifully exemplified his doarine. 
Though rigid and fevere to himfei", he affefled not 
however an aullere air, nothing four, morofe, or criti- 
cal, but all quite the reverfe ; chearfu! and amiable to 
others in a.11 his deportment. He endeavoured much 
to imitate our great model, whofe affability to the fim- 
ple gave offence to the Pharifecs of his time. 

All the pomp and grandeur of his archiepifcopal 
rank he renounced, humbling himfelf like a child, or 
like a fervant of Gop and of mankind. He flepc little, 
eat lefs, and allowed himfelf no pleafiire but what he 
found in the difcharge of his duty. To take the air 
was his only recreation, during the whole time he was 
Archbilhup of Camhray. And even when he did that, 
lie fpent the whole time in feeking occafions to do 
good to the people in the country around him. 

Whin he met with them, he fometimes would fit 
down with them upon the grafs, enquire about the' 
ftate of their families, give them advice how to reou- 
latc their little aflairs, but above all things affeftionaEely 
recommended to them to lead a religious life. He fome- 
times went into their cottages to fpeak to chem of God, 
and to comfort and relieve them under the hardfliips 
they fuffered. If thofe poor people prefented him with 
any refrelhments after their homely country fafliion, 
he did not difdain to tafte what v/as fet before him, 
that he might give them a mark of his fricndihip. He 
fliewed no falfe delicacy with regard either to the po- 
verty of their condition, or the uncleaniinefs of their 
habitations. He became in a manner one of them, 
through the fatherly lendernefs of a heart deeply af- 
feSed with the lovt of a Saviour, poor and naked. 

• , ' Hencs 
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Hence he lesrrisd what is fo vejy difficuit to hu- 
man nature to learn, viz. to be poor in the midft of 
plenty. He gave almoit ail his revenue either to ule- 
ful public occafions, or to perJbns in diftrefs, of alJ 
ranks and all nations, who (.during the calamities of 
the great war then carried on between the French and 
Savariam on cne fide, and the EugUfi, Dutch, Jiip--,, 
ans, and their allies, on the other) were wiiliin the 
reach of his generoiicy. 

■VVhili the Archbifliop of Camhray was employed 
in his diocefc in difcharging his diuics, the war which 
Francs condnucd to maintain with great difficultici;, 
drew near to the city where he refided. The neigh- 
bourhood of Cninl/roy becimc the theatre of the laff 
campaigns. In the midft of two immeafe armies, con- 
(ifting of the grearell: forces of almoft all Europe, and 
the moft illuftrious commanders, he faw himfdf once 
more become a fpcttacle. The court of Verfailhi re- 
founded alt the winter with tlie accounts given of him, 
at their return, by the general oiEcers and courtiers 
who had been in the army. They all agreed to pub- 
lifh the order of his hotrfhoki, and the munificence 
which kept it open to all comers; his profufions for 
the fuccour of the fick and wounded, with whom he 
Elled all his apartments 5 the fanCfuary which whole 
villages found at the fame time within the inclofurc of 
his palace, whither they fled for refuge from the defo- 
iaced country ; the care he took of the poureft of thole 
Wretched people, who were no kfs the objeifls of his 
concern, than the perfons of diftindtion, which his 
houfe was always full of. 

Amidst all this incumbrance he found tneans la 
leave all his guefts to their own liberty, and to allow 
liimfelf time withal for the dilcharge of all his occu- 
pations, of what kind foever diey were. Every one 
was admitted to interrupt him, without any hindrance 
to the carrying on of his bufinefs j fo well he knew 

liow 
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how to find time for every thing. He charmed the 
hearts of ail the foldiers. 

Not only all his own palace but other houfes be- 
fide, hired by him on purpafe, were filled with the fick 
and wounded from the army, and every thing provi- 
ded both for their cure and their nourifhment. Moft 
people would have thought fuch an expence exceffive, 
at a time when his revetvues were very much leffened 
by the neighbourhood of the two armies : But the ne- 
ccflities of the unfortunate were the only meaiure of 
his liberality. 

Neither the painful fight of the wretched condi- 
tion of the Refugees in his palace, nor their tnfedlious 
diftempers, could abate his zeal. JHe walked up and 
down among them like a good father, and teftified by 
his fjghs how much his heart was moved with com- 
paffion. HSs pretence and his words feemed to alleviate 
their miferies. 

The veneration in wliich he was held was not con- 
fined to the French army alone. He was no lefs rf? 
fpeSied by the enemy. The Duke of Marliurofigby 
Prince Eugene, and the Duke of Onieniy feemed to 
ftudy to (hew him all forts of civilities. They lent de- 
tachments of their men to guard his meadows and hi^ 
corn. They caufed his grain to be tranrportcd with a 
convoy to Camhray, left ic fliould be feized and carried 
off by their own foragers. 

When any party of the enemy heard that he was to 
take a journey within his own diocefe, they lent him 
word he had no need of a French convoy, that they 
would efcort him themfelves. Even the very Hitjfars 
of the Impsriitt troops did not fail to do him this fer- 
vice. Such a commanding power has true virtue, 
when it is once become manifeit as his was, over all 
heartsi He was no where ill-treated and calumniated, 

Vol. II. Y y bat 
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but in his own country. All die other nations of Eu- 
npe hdd him in equal veneration. He loved and made 
much of ftrangers. He received them with a fingiilar 
cordiality, whatever religion they happened to be of. 

The duties of hofpitality became a laborious work 
to him, by reafon of the vaft numbers who came to 
fee him, and the multiplicity of his other employ- 
ments i yet he went through all with pcrfcft kindnels 
and tranquility. Nothing was more worthy of admi- 
ration than the facility with which he fuffered himfelf 
to be interrupted in any bulinefs he was about, that he 
might communicate himfelf to all, and give himfelf 
up entirely to the difcharge of thofe duties which daily, 
and even hourly occurred, as it were by fiirprjze, and 
unexpeftedly, for the cxercife of his patience and 
mcckncfs. An ordinary virtue is difconcerted and fret- 
ted, when it cannot purfue its rules and methods : 
His was noble and free, not a (lave to limes or places. 

I HAVE feen him, fays this author, in the fpace of one 
day, converfe with the great and fpeak their language, 
ever maintsining the epifcopal dignity , afterwards dif- 
courfe with the fimplc and the little, like a good fa- 
ther in£l:ru£ting his children. This fudden tranfition, 
from one extreme to the other, was without affeflation 
or effort, like one v^ho, by the extenfivenefs of his ge- 
nius, reaches to all the raoft oppofite diftances. 

I HAVE often ofaferved him at fuch conferences, and 
have as much admired the evangelical condefcenfion 
by which he became all things to all men, as the fiib- 
limir/ of his difcourfes. While he watched over his 
flock with a daily care, he prayed in the deep retire- 
ment of internal folitude. The many things which 
were generally adrtiired in him were nothing in coiB- 
parifon of that divine life, by which he nsatksd isith God 
lih Enoch, and was unknown to men, 

The 



Th€ Archbiihop of Cambray. 355 

The Pagan philofophers were fenfible that man can 
never be happy, till he arrive Kifucb m inward tranqui- 
lity as excludes nut only wnprofitahU alliens, but even ufe- 
tejs thottghti. 'Tis, however, chriftianity alone that 
can raife us to fuch a ftate by that peace of the holy 
Spirit, that divine Unity, which the Gofpel imparts. 

This is that quietude which the Archbifliop of 
Camhray afpired after, while employed in difcharg- 
ing the duties of humanity, religion, and his vocation. 
He djfmified, as faft as they arofc, all ufelefs ideas 
and difquieting defires, to the end that he might pre- 
ferve his foul pure and in peace -, taken up with God, 
detached from every thing not divine. This brought 
him to fuch a fimplicity, as to he far from valuing 
himfelf for his natural talents, acistiitling ell but drsjs, 
ihal he mghl win Christ, and hsfomi in him. 

Amongft his meditations is the following, 

I ADORE tiiee, O infant Jesus, naked, weeping, and 
" lying in the manger. Thy childhood and poverty 
" are become my delight. Oh that I could be thus 
" poor, thus a child, like thee ! O eternal Wifdom, 
" reduced to the condition of a little babe, take from 
" me, my vain and prefumptuous wifdom. Make me 
" a child with thee. Be filent, ye fagcs of the earth. 
" 1 wifh to know nothing, but to be all faith, to be 
" refigned to fufFer every thing, to iofe and forfake 
" all. The word made fleth ! now filent, now he has 
" an imperfect utterance, now weeps as a child: And 
" (hall I let up for being wife ? Shall I take a com- 
" placency in my own fchemes and fyftems ? Shall I 
" be afraid left the world fiiould not have an opinion 
" high enough of my capacity ? No, no, all my plca- 
" fure ihall be to decreafe, to become little and oblcure, 
" to live in filence; to bear the reproach of Jesus 
" crucified, and to add thereto the helpleflhefs and 
" impcrfeft utterarfce of Jesus a child," 
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To die thws to all his own abiliiies mull: have been 
a thing more painful to him than to another. He un- 
derftood thoroiiglily tlie principles of almoft all the h- 
beral fciences. He had ftudied the antients of all 
kinds, poets, orators, and piiiloibphcrs. Fie was well 
aequaintcd both with their faults and with their beau- 
ties. Yet he rejeSed that pompous erudition, which 
fo powerfully tends to fwell the mind with pride. He 
thought it his dutj' to renounce all the faiie riches of 
the mind, and to be wiie with fobriety. This is what 
the doftors, who are ever contending about frivolous 
qiieftions, will never be able to comprehend. 

He faw the faults of his friends, and bore them 
with great mildnefs and fweetnefs of temper. He 
waited the proper moment of fpeaking, laid hold of 
it when it came i and knew how to fcafon liis advice 
in fuch a manner, that the moft unpleafing truths 
from him could give no offence, 

" It is often, /aid hr, our own impcrfeftion which 
" makes us reprove the imperfetlions of others, a iharp 
" fighted ftlf-love of our own which cannot pardon 
" the felf-love of others. The paflions of other men 
" feem infupportable to him who is governed by his 
" own. Divine charity makes great allowances for the 
*• weaknefles of others, bears with them, and treats 
" them with gentlenefs and condefcenfion. It is never 
" over hafty in its proceeding. The lefs we have of 
" felf-love, the more eafily we accommodate ourfelvcs 
" to the imperfeaions of others, in order to cure them 
« patiently, when the right feafon arrives for it. Im- 
" perfeil virtue is apt to be four, fevere, and implaca- 
" ble. Perfea- virtue is meek, affible, and compaf- 
" fionate. It thinks of nothing but doing good, bear- 
" ing others burdens. It is this principle of difinte- 
" reftcdnefs with regard to ourfelves, and of compaf. 
" fion for others, which is the true bond of fociety." 

Whatever 
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Whatever frankncfs he iifed at any time in fpeak- 
ing to his friends, he defired them to tife the fame to 
him. To one of them he writ as follows, 

" I hequist you not to fpare me in telling me my 
" faults. Though you fhouid think you difcover a 
" fault in me, which perhaps I have nor, the misfor- 
" tune will not be great. )f your intimations offend 
" me, I fliall fee thereby that you have reached tl.e 
" quick. Thus you will do mc a great kindnefs, by 
" inuring me ro reproof, and to achrillian lowlinefs of 
" fpirir. The higher I am raifed in rank, the more I 
" ought to be humbled. I have need of this fimpli- 
" city ; and I hope that, far from weakening our 
" union, it will be a means to ftrengthen it." 

DuRiNQ the whole time of his exile, he fcarce ever 
had a light of any of his old friends. But he realized 
their prefence, by the tender affedion of a heart which 
unices itfelf to what it loves in the divine immcnfity. 

" Let us all dwell, fs^s he in nns of his lettsrst m 
" our only center, whete we continually meet, and are 
" all but one and the fame thing. We are very near, 
" chough we fee not one another ; whereas others, who 
" even live in the fame houfe, yet live at a great di- 
" ftancc. God rc-unitcs all, and brings together the 
" remoteft poims of diftance in the hearts that are uni- 
" ted in him. I am for nothing but unity. Ail count- 
" ing beyond that proceeds from divifion ; it fpeaks a 
" plurality, feif in each too much fondled. The be- 
" ing deprived of feeing you does not fail to affedl me 
" very fenfibly : But I muft bear it patiently lb long 
" as God fees fit, and even till death, if it be his 
" pleafure." 

Thus it was divine love, which vfas in him an In- 
exhauftible fource of tlic pureft, moft generous friend- 
thip, " Oh what a beautiful fight, faid he frequently. 
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" to fee all kinds of goods in common, no body look- 
" ing on bis own knowledge, virtues, joys, riches, as 
" his peculiar property ! It is thus that the faints in 
" heaven poflTefs every thing in God, without having 
" any thing of their own. It is the flux atid reflux of 
" an infinite ocean of good, common Eo all, which fa- 
*' tiates their defires and compleats their happinefs. 
" They are perfeflly rich and happy by being perfectly 
" poor. If this poverty of fpiric prevailed here be- 
" low, we fliould hear no more thofe cold words of 
" mine and thine. We fhould be all at the fame time 
" both poor and rich in unity." 

Towards the year 1709 a young prince vifited and 
fpent fome time with him at his palace, and, in divers 
converfations they had together, iifbened to him with 
great veneration and docihty. The ArchfaiHiop re- 
commended to him efpecially, never to compel his 
fubjefts to change their religion, " Liberty of thought, 
" faid he is him, is an impregnable fortrefs which no 
" human power can force. Violence can never con- 
" vinee; it only makes hypocrites. When kings take 
" upon them to direft in matters of religion, inftead 
" of protedting it, they bring it into bondage. You 
" ought therefore to grant to all a legal toleration, not 
" as approving every thing indifferently, but fuffering 
" with patience what God fuffers, and endeavouring 
" to reftore fuch as are mined, by fofc and gentle per- 
" fuaSon." 

Many other good counfels he gave him on the go- 
vernment of his people. Thus, on every occafion, he 
endeavoured to promoie the happinefs of other nations, 
confidering himfelf as a citizen of the world. 

"' He lived almoft slways in an intimate union with 
liis pnpil the Duke of Burgundy, It was fome years 

after the Archbilhop's banifhment, before this young 
prince had means to write to him, But at length ha- 

vinjT 
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ving found an opportunity, he wrote to him, being then 
nineteen years of age, as follows, 

Versailles, Vecemkr aa, 1701. 

"At length, my dear Archbilhop, after four years 
" filence, I have found an opportunity of writing. I 
" have fuffered many affliftions fince our feparation ; 
" but one of the greateft has been that of not being 
" able to give you any proof of my affeaion for you 
" all this while •, and how much your misfortunes, jn- 
" Head of leiTening my friendftiip, have increaftd it. 
" I look forward with pleafiire to the time wlien 1 Ihall 
« be able to fee you again ; but I fear it is yet very far 
« off. I have been much grieved at all the ill ulaae 
" you have met with ; but we muft fubmit to the di- 
" vine will, and believe that all has come to pais for 
" our good." 

After this the Prince frequently correfponded with 
the Archbilhop, who wrote back to him as follows, ... 

" Offsprino of Saint Lewis ! Be like him, mild, 
" humane, eafy of accefs, affable, compaffionate and 
" liberal. Let your grandeur never hinder you from 
" condefcending to the lowell of your fubjeds, to put 
" yourfelf in their place ; yet fo, that this goodnels 
" may never weaken your authority, nor lefien their 

*' refpeft. True virtue is often modcft and retired. 

" Princes have need of her, and therefore ought to 
" feek her out. Suffer not yourfelf to be befct by m- 

" finuating flatterers. Plice no confidence but in 

" thofe who have the courage to contradift you with 
" rcfpeft, and who Love your profperity and reputa- 
" tion better than ypur favour. — Make yourfelf to be 
'• loved by the good, feared by the bad, and efteemed 
" by all. Haften to reform yourfelf, tiiac you may 
" labour with fucccfs in the reformation of others." 

There 
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There was one day in the vrar, in wlirch the Abp. 
uiuiOy yiiited a certain rown in his dJocde, to perform an 
office Gi devotion. This was known in the army of the 
allifs, and he could not go withODt paffing very near 
their catr.p. Upon this they took fuch raeafures, that 
tlie detachments which were ported on the road mioht 
bring him to the camp, that they might have theV 
tisfaibon of feeing and hearing him. He had notice 
of it ; but did not think that either his chiiraScr as a 
fiibfeft of the King, with whom they were at war, or 
his ftate of banilhment into his own diocefe, which 
ftil! fabfiftcd, at leaft as to riie order whicli hnd been 
^ven him, and which lie had never taken pains to 
have revoked, wouid admit of his yietdinij to the dc- 
Jign they had upon him. Whatever there" was in zhk 
adventure to gratify his vaifity, it had no eiftft upon 
him, and therefore he put oil" the journey he intenderf. 
If the generals of the allies were at any nme informed, 
that any place whicli lay near their armv belonged pe- 
culiarly to him, they immediately <et guards i"pDn it, 
and preferved the corn and tlie wood, with the lame 
care as if it had been the property of one of the mod: 
confidcrable amonjj themfelves. And tliefe places, 
thus protefted vpan his account, became ei-en places 
of refuge to tlie whole neighbourhood. At the clolL- 
pf the campaign in 171 1, the army of the allies wjs 
m iuch a pofition, as to lie widiin view of the rampairs 
of Camiray, and between tlie army of Frmct: and tlie 
little town of CbaUatt-Camh-eJij, whicli is the principal 
domain of the Archbifhops of Camiray. 'J 'iie pl.ice 
was filled with the Archbifliop's corn, ind the Itores 
which the country people had repofited there for fiic!- 
tcr. The Duke of Mar/Uivsi^h immediately ordered 
them to be taken care of by a detachment, which he 
fent thither for that purpole. Bur, upon forefecino- 
that the fcarcity of provilions, for the fubfiftence of his 
army, would not permit him to ."lold out in refufiog to 
lee his foldiers forage in that little village, he gave^he 
Archbifliop notice of it. Accordingly tiie coin was 

put 
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put into waggons, and conveyed, within fight of the. 
camp of tlie allies, by an efcort of their troops as far 
as the arfeiial of Cam/'ray, which was a kind of general 
quarters to the army of Prance, from its neighbouring 
polt on that fide of the town. This very fingiilar clr- 
ciimdance (hews to what a height the regard for him 
was earned. 

This honour which was paid to his virtue, was in- 
terrupted by a very great afHiaion. The Diike of 
Bmxiindy, who not a year ago was become Dauphin, 
and imiiiedijte heir to 'the throne, by the death of the 
Dauphin his father, died himfelf. In the height of 
his grief, the Archbifhop was heard to intermingle 
thefe' words with his ris;hs, M ftiy bonds ere broken. 
Thefe were lawful bonds indeed ; but 'tis God's will 
that they Hiould be broken in the fouls which he will 
have devoted entirely to himlelf. 

Afteh the death of this Prince, his cabinet was 
found full of the Archbifhop's letters to him, and the 
prince's anfwers, whereofthe originals are ftill fiibfiaing 
in his own hand writing, which fupply us with valuable 
teftimonials concerning the object of their correfpon- 
dence and confidence. In them we difccrn in the pu- 
pil a deep fenfe of religion, joined with candor, good- 
nefs, and a fixed refoliuion Co learn the moll difficult 
truths. Iwll cmkiTjotir to make afe nf the advice yon 
give me. Pray to Goo, thitt he will give ins his grace fit 
to do. — Difire of Cod more and more thai he -wiU grant ml 
the levt sf him above all things^ above my fslf, friends, ene- 
mies, fsr'him, and in him,-'-! lifimti} a great many fpeeches 
that are mude, and will fitll be made. I condfim myfelf, 
where Tfind- 1 am to blame, and 1 defpife thsrefl ; fmurely 
pardoning all that wifh me ill, or do ill to me, and fraying 
for them. Thefe art my ftntiments, my dear Archbifhp, 
and notwithflanding all my faults, an aifilate detertmiia- 
licn to give myfelf up to God. Pray to him isithaut ctO' 
fm<', that be 'jjillbe f leafed toftnifii in me what he has at- 

VoL. 11. Z z readf 



36z 



LIFE OF 



rea4f ie£<tH, mi deftny in me whatever pmeeas frm ori- 
pnalfm andmyjdf. Tm kn^tbat „,s frhndfijp f,r y™ 
ts always the fame. j r J" yu 

Ever fince the misfortunes of the campaign of 1 708 
he was become a new man. He vras continually em- 
ployed m forming of plans, vvhid. might one dav be 
of fervice in providing remedies for whaterer flood 
in need of ainendment in the (late, and give Jiim be- 
fore-hand 3 thorough knowledge of the evils, and their 
true remedies. 

The elevation of his genius, and the Inteeritv of his 
heart, began to make a ftrong iniprenion imon the 
Km£s mind, and to gain him a very Jarge (hare in \w 
confidence. He every day acquired a greater wei£;l,t 
jn the cotnicil. Upon an occafion, where their fenri- 
meats were divided, fome being guided by the cxpn-fs 
terms of a treaty, and others iirging the advanta-.es 
which would anfe by not ftriftly adhering; to it °he 
gave bs opinion in thefc few words, 7i.„% « Treaty - 
The ^M\t oi Burgundy fpoke but thefe words; the reft 
was iiU deluded, and the King followed his advice. 

SOMB days after his death, the King ordered the box 
to be brought him, which contained the Prince's moft 
private papers. Upon this Madam de Maintekow 
wrote the following Jetter to the Duke of Eiauvillijrs 
Iimuld have feat you whatt-uer ivas found there of yours 

A' '^'i/'l^'lf Cambray's, iut the Kini i„M 
needs jm-n cUhmfelf. I amn to ym, 1 zvas math con- 
€«rnedat tt for ntthkg cm ever be wrote fo beautiful and 
fa good; mdtf the Prince tuelawtnt hat Ud feme faults 
tt has nM been for ^ant of free advice, or from having 
hm too much Mattered. We m^ fay, that thofe who wdk 
t^ightiy are ncjcr confmmded. The letter was dated 
from St. Cyr, March 15, ,712. it fublilh in the ori- 
fiinal, written by Madam de Maintenok's own hand 
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Th!s teftimony of Madam de Maintekon is very 
exprefs, who wrote this fifteen years after ihe had 
warmly declared herfclf againlt the Archbilhop of 
Camirsy, and after having feen fo long time pafsj with- 
out any motion on his fide to regain the old confi- 
dence, which flic had formerly placed in him to the 
higheft degree. 

Some perfons, who "froiild be thought to be very 
knowing, have given out as of their own knowledge, 
that Madam de Maintendn Ending great oppofitiofl 
to a declaration which (he had much at heart, the at- 
fait was referred to the dccifion of three perfons, 
whereof the Archbifliop oi Cuml/rtty was one; that he 
hud prefided in this little aJTembly, and had given the 
catting vote again(f the declaration; that he had evert 
written a letter to Madam de MaimteNon in ftrong 
terms, to dilTiiade her from this declaratioii. 

And that this was what begati to create in her a diC- 
like to the maxims of pure love. However, th* 
change was not made al! at once ; her confidence for 
fome lime continued to appear the fame ; but after a 
fbort fpace it lelTened by imperceptible degrees, till a: 
length, when the difputes railed againft Madam GutOM 
were at the height, and made ufe of to the diGervice 
of the Archbifhop of Camiray, her heart was the more 
readily inclined to be prejudiced againft him. But fup- 
pofing that this anecdote was not a fiftion, invented by 
Cuch perfons as pretend to dive farther than others into 
the myfteries of the court, it is at leaft certain, that 
thofe who were moft canverfant with the Archbifliofj 
oi Camlray, and had a very great Ihare in his confi- 
dence, never heard any thing drop from hini, which 
could give the leaft credit to the ftory. 

The death of Rich a Prince gave thefinifliingf^roke, 
to difengage the Archbifliop of Camiray from all crea- 
tures, and made him pafs into a divine life, in which 

he 
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he afpired after nothing but iniaiortality. He lived 
three years after his augiifi: pupil, and faw the Dukes 
of Bcauvilliers and Cbevreufi his two tnoR: wortliy and 
intimate friends die before hinn. 

■ His riibmifTion, meeknefs, filence, and the inviolable 
attachment he had teftified, during the whole time of 
his baniChment, both to the King and to the church, 
had by degrees made fo deep an impreffion on the 
King's mind, that he was quite recovered from his 
prejudices againft him. He caiiled liim to be confuhed 
on diveri occahons, and atlalliooka refolution of re- 
calling him to court. 

A FEW months beforethe conclufion of the peace at 
Utrecht, the Bilhoptick of rprn was vacant. 'i"his 
preferment he gave to the Abbe pe Laval, who re~ 
fided with the Archbifiiop of Camiray in his palace as 
his friend, and whom he had drawn nearer to himlelf 
by making him vicar-general of his diocefe. Ihus by 
little and little the difgrace wore off. 

WHitE the good Archbifiiop had no thought but of 
living in the peaceable exercife of his epifcop^rfunaions 
the dilorders about Grace, raifcd by the Ja/t/imjlj , came 
to trouble his repole, and drew upon him the bittereft 
reproaches and the cruellell fenders. They mifre- 
prefented him as a polite and ambiiioiis man whole 
only aim was to be recalled to court. Others tinac 
quamted with his chararter, imagined that he rejoiced 
atthcdifgrace of the Cardinal de Noailles, who had 
at laft joined with the Bilhop of AfeaB.^' againft him. 

. He writ hereupon to a friend in the following terms : 

« ",^^ jH?™ think myfelfa Demon if I had any 

relith of fo deteitable a joy, and if I were not (In- 

" cerely grieved at what is fo prejudicial to the church. 

^ I am truly lorry tor the Cardinal. I rcprefent to 

" myfelf 
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" myfelf all his pangs. Heel them for him. J never 
« think of paft times but to call to mind the favours 
" with which he honoured me for fo many years. All 
" that happened afterwards I defire not to think of. 
" 1 look at nothing but the hand of God, who thought 

" fit to humble mc through mercy. 1 hope the 

" Cardinal will overcome himfelf to reftore peace to 
" thechoich, and to filence all the enemies of religion. 
" The moll violent and iintradlable fpirits would be 
" likely to be brought to temper by his example. I 
" pray for him every day with the fame zeal I had 
" twenty years ago." This letter was vJricten in 1 7 14 
a lltcle more than a year before his death. 

]m the bcginnini^ofchc year 1715 he was feized with 
an inflammation of his hing5, which put him into a con- 
tinued fever. It latled fix days and an half, accompani- 
ed with fnarp pains. During this time he gave all the 
tokens of a truly chriftian patience, meeknefs and con- 
ftancy, (hewing to the laft breath the ferenity t>f a foul 
which retigns itfelf totally into the arms of infinire love. 
In his Ull moments, and in the midlt of his Jharpeft 
pains, the only words he uttered were. Net my 'jiill but 
time l/e done ! The evening he died, he wrote the 
follswing letter to F. le Tellier his Majefty's Con- 
feflbr. 

" I HAVE juft received the extreme unftion. It is 
" in this ftate, my reverend father, wherein I prepare 
" myfelf to appe.ir in the prefcnce of God, that I beg 
" of yoLi inftantly to lay my real fentimcnis before the 
" Kino-. I ever was difpolcd to fubmit to the church, 
" andliave always held in abliorrence the rovckies 
" which have been imputed to me. I received the 
" condemnation of my book witli the molt ablbkKe 
" fimplicity. There never was a fingle moment in- 
" my life, wherein I did not bear the warmeftacknow- 
" ledgtnents of gratitude towatds' the King, the fin- 

" cereS 
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" cereft zeal, the mofl prafound refped, and moft ift- 
" vio able attachment to iiis perfou. 

" I TAKE the liberty of adcing two favours of hij 
« Majclly, which do not regard either myfclf, or any 
" of mine. The one is, that his Majcfty would have 
" the goodnefs to appoint me a iiicceJTor, that is pious 
" good, and zealous againft Janfemjm, which has eain' 
" ed ground in thefe quarters. The odier is, that he 
" Will be pleafed to acconiplifh with my I'licceflbf, 
" what could not be done with me, for McOi de s! 
" SuLPicE. I am indebted to his JVIajefly for tlie 
" fiiccotir I received from them ; norliing can be feen 
" more apoftolieal and more venerable. If his Ma- 
" jelly will be pkafed to fignify to my fucceflbr, that 
" he would do well to conclude with thefe «entlemfn 
" what is already fo far advanced, the affair^wlll fuon 
" be finithed, I heartily wifh his Majefty a long life, 
" which the church, no lefs, than the ftare, has infi' 
*' nite need of 

_ The King, who had defigned to employ the Arch- 
bifhop of Catnbray in the affiiir we have mentioned, 
feemcd very much afflifled with his lofs. When the 
news of it was brought to him, he anfwered very for- 
rowfully, Hs is 'dianiitig to us at a time ■whe/i we birus 
need of him. His death was lamented at Cambray, like 
that of a parent. Such of his cofemporaries, as ari 
now left in the country, cannot fee any perfon who re- 
calls him to their mind without tears. Several of thofe 
who had confided wholly in him during his lifetime, 
took pains, after his death, to communicate the let- 
ters they had received from him upon differcnr oecafi- 
ons, and which they had preferved as a treafure of 
great value. They were formed into one colkaion, 
which makes upfeveral volumes, and has been printed 
under the title of SpiriUal Compofitims, 

He 
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He departed this life in the beginning of the year 
1JJ5, poor as he had lived, being found after his 
death to be without money and without debts -, having 
no ifllie to provide for, as he never married, Some 
time after, a coUeftion of letters written by him to 
his friends was printed. In them we find the nobleft 
femimenti founded on the fiiblimcft principles, i'uited 
CO the capacities of the moft fimple ; a knowledge of 
the heart of man which unveils it in all its windings and 
fccret receffes ; the fubtiity of fclf-love and the deli- 
cacy of divine love unfolded and dillinguifhed ; a piety 
full of mecknefs and condefcenfion to the iniperftc- 
tions of others ; and at the fame time a mortification 
of the whole man, which left no refource to the irre- 
giilar love either of the creature or of SELF, 

He retained to the lafl a particular friendfhip and 
eflccm for M. Guion. Being both one in fentiirjCnr, 
and in the dedication of their hearts to Gop, both 
alike inflamed with heavenly affcSions, tried, proved 
and fixed ; therein they were dear to each other to the 
end of their days. 

Two things are worthy of obfervation. 

Firft. That this Archbilhop had been tiafled 
an-ainft M. GoioN by the general voice crying her down, 
till he came to fee and hear her -, then his ideas of her 
were changed, and he never after faw caufe to alter 
them. I wifh, when any hear the cry of emhufiafm 
6"ainrt: a good man or woman, they would fufpend 
giving credit to it, till they fee and heir for tfiem- 
felves. Had this been generally done, many caafe- 
lefs r^roaches had been avoided, and probably inftead 
of hafty ccnfure, an inward benefit had been received 
by it. 

Second. That his,l3WJflinien,t from the court and 
ctUtEnenicnt to hisdiocefe, which were defigned by his 

enemies 
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enemies for his greatcft difgrace, were (like Joseph's 
being fold into Egypt) turned by providence, througli 
his fidelity, to the brighteft part of his life. 

I.v the cmrefponieme of Theodosius ani Constaktia 
by Langhome, I find that Theodosius, while he cxtolls 
FsNELOM with the warmeil encomiums, joins in the 
general cry againft Guiow. 

Previous to their entrance into a Convent (of which 
fee the narrative in the Speftator, No. 164) Con-stan- 
TiAhad exprclTed to Theodosius her eReem of a book 
file had met with written by Fenelon for th; inllruc- 
tioji of the Duke of Burgmdy. 

Theoqosius thns replies : 

" I REjoici that you are become acquainted with 
' the new publication of M. T'enelon the moft ami- 

■< able philofopher that ever Europe produced. 1 

■' mourn with my generous Constamtia, I mourn his 
■' difgrace ; for it is the difgrace of my country. It 
' is not for Fenelon we need repine. Reconciled to 
' every event— is he not more happy in the confines 
' of CAMisaAv, than he could be, it; carclTed amongfl: 
' the number of favourites, he yet breathed the un- 
' wholefome air of a court ? Zealous in the difcharge 
' of his palloral duties, a friend of human kind from 
' principle, bufy in the exercife of beneficence to all 

' orders, and all focietics of men Who is lb happy 

' as FsNELON ? 

" Likefome fairftar that (hoots its evening ray 
" Brighter along the dim wood's opening way, 
" So Fenelon, by favouring courts admir'd, 
" More feebly ihone than Fehelon retir'd." 

He then proceeds to relate a converfation which he 
had with the Archbilhop, and that it was interrupted 

by 
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by the a.rrival of a letter from M. Guiow, " which, 
" firfs he, while the good Prelate was perufmg with 
" vifible eagernefs, I retired into the garden, and WM 
" led into the following melancholy refleftions. 

" How affefling it is to obferve that the moft en- 
lightened minds make the neareft approaches to 

certain degrees of madncfs, * or vveaknefs ! The 

Archbiihop of C«Mii!-sy, the literary ornament of Eu- 
rope, diftinguiflicd for the moft pure, the moft re- 
fined philofophy, is carried away by the dreams of 
fanaiicifm, and attends to the ravings of an infane 
devotee; for fuch is this Madame Guidn ! 

" After walking fome time alone, 1 was again 
" joined by the Archbilhop, who, with that calm be- 
" nignity of countenance peculiar to him, refumcd the 

" converCition. You will excufe mc, Theodosius, 

" fiTfs be i a letter from Madam Guiok always coni- 
" mands my attention. That feraphic woman Teems 
" to have obtained a kind of beatification ; and I look 
" upon an addrels from her as it were a voice from 
" heaven. But I will not folicit your attention to a 
" fubjeft which ha.s given occafion to fo many unhap- 
" py difputes, I will purfue my purpofe of giving 
" you the bcfl: inftruflions I am able to give, with re- 
" gard to your conduft and your happinefs." 

On the above I make the following rematks. 

"Whom God bath joine/i isgnber, in immortal unity, 
no man ought to put nfundsr. 

Whin they fmgly purfue this to the lalt period, they 

are hvely in their lives, and in their deaths not divided. 

A a a Thiir 

* Thijj tnmiitrfi was of the very fame fpecies wirti that whcrcwrith 
a tlamins govtrnor charged the flpoRIe Pavi. ASs i;.ivi. 14. 
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ndr end UftiScc, even that peace of God which will 
sever end. 

What was the Archbitliop of Csw^ray* philofophy, 
cMenfive knowledge, or literary acquirements, but 
irsjs or dung in comparifon of tliat immortal unity f 

Tkeodosius, then, while he was extolling A. Fine- 
ION, fliould not have decried or degraded IVT. Guio.v, 
as he feemsto have had no other knowledge of her than 
from the iroice of calumny, fet on foot hy tiirious 
churchmen, and circulated with all the tongues of 
Wind credulity, 

N. B. The Archbifhop of Camiray's DireSioiis for 
s holy Life, being already given in the ExtraSs from 
Cambeay and Guiok, publilhed by Josiah Maktin, 
to which J refer i * 1 therefore conclude with the fol- 
Jowing iliort lines, as they have arifen from meditating 
on the foregoing lives ; addrefled more efpccially to 
fiich as are young in years. 

TI-IO' fmiles alliire, or frowns affright, 
Renounce all wrong, embrace s^ll right, 
Eefolv'd and fixt i— with fervent pray'r, 
A heart in heav'n, a conftant care, 
A patient hope, a humble mind, 
ToGoDattach'd, to mortals kind. 
So will your thoughts, and words, and ways. 
Tour author pkafe, and fpeak his piaife. 

How glorious then your guard and guide ; 
All heav'n united on your fide ! 
Your peace profound, and hearr-felt joy. 
No wealth can buy, nor wrath deftroy. 

What's 

• They arc alfo printed feparately on a firgk fheet. and I fup- 
pofe, if not out of print, may be bought of M. Hikb ia Hettrgi^ 
yardi Lamhardjlrm, Los don. 
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The Afchbifliop of CamBray, 371 

What's all the world I 'Tis this alone 
Will make immortal blifs your own ; 
Strength, wifdom, fuccoiir, folace grant. 
With every thing your ftations want. 

If rugged hardships prefs around. 
To load" and bend you to the ground. 
Let them your faith and love excite : 
Alt ardent love makes all things light. 
A hand fiiperior will fuiiain 
With fccret fenfe of future gain. 
Ye'll mildly meet, and bravely bear. 
What feems unjolt, or falls fevere; 
With kind compaflSon, ever due, 
Theblindnefs of your tyrants view. 
Pray for your foes who proudly fcorn, 
A ndfooJ return for m/r born. 
Like the fine gold, or folid rock. 
Of flames, or ftorms, ye'U ftand the Iliock 1 
Unharm'd from all their furies rife. 
From thence more beauteous to the Ikics. 

Count then your trials, as your food, 
Ordain'd in wifdom for your good : 
Expedient for our feeble ftates. 
To raife 'em to celeftial heights ! 
How oft has man thro' pleafure fwerv'd. 
Whom hard probations had preferv'd ! 
How oft in fon-Oiine virtue dy'd. 
Which nobly liv'd, %yith tempefts tr/d } 
When every motion in the mind 
Rever'd the parent of mankind ! 
How oft of genuine honour's gain 
Has EASE dtflblv'd the golden chain ! 

O happy fouls who, free from vice, 
PoGefs the pml of greatejl price ; 
Who (till each worthielt aim purfue. 
And ftubborn ills with good fubdue ! 

A»a 3 "»* 
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Like TORRENTS, fleet. (opp«'d in vain) 

J 111 weJcom'd in the mrghcj- main, 

To heaven's wide courr, unftopt, ye ftrer, 

i 111 death, tranfporting, lands you there. 

For wifely ferving Life's defitrn. 
Ye then wiil reign in realms divine ; 
Where wrath and wrongs, which plagii'd of iatc 
No more can vex your peaceful ftate • 
For, banifli'd, thefe together go * 
To rage and fret in flames below. 
No treach'rous friends, or obvious foes 
Your joy fupplant, or afts oppofe ; 
For here alike fuch friend and foe, 
Deny'd ac(;e6, are doom'd to woe. 

With feraphs, bright and bleft. ye'II prove 
The purell bonds ofboundlefs love , 
And, by a fufFering Saviour own'd. 
With him in loftieft ftate enthron'd. 
From every danger, every fright. 
Safe in the ftenes of high delight. 
Elate, amida eternal ftore. 
In raptur'd ftralns your God adore. 

You let us leave immenfely bleft,- 
To trace your fteps, to fhun the reft ; 
With all the worthies gone before 
To meet jti blifs, and part no mare. 



REVIEW 



REVIEW 



Of tie FOREGOrNG 



WORK. 



AFTER the Archbifliop of Camtmf^ life, I de- 
fire to add but little. The meiaeiy cf the righte- 
tius, though outwardly belonging to the darkeft and 
moft groSly bigotted church, is HeJJid, while the tiame 
efthfwkkid, though of the beft outward fociety, fhaB 
rat. Prov. sr, vji. The righteoufceft of their prede- 
celTors will only rife up againft them, to aggravate 
their condemnation. They will no more be admitted 
to join them in endlefs felicity, than the voluptuous 
and hard-hearted rich man in the parable to reign vsith 
hiS Father Abraham. Luke svi, jj, &C. 

Explanatory and other NOTES 
and REMARKS. 

Ik the firft part of M. Guion's life Monfieor Bia- 
TOT * was for fome years her direftor. I have lately 
met with his fpiritual works in four oftavo volumes in 
French. The Editor tells us that M. Guiow had ex- 
amined a great part of them, that faid Bertot lived 
well efteemed for pjrty, and died in i6Si. 

His firft feSioit, being «» the cmda& ef S^tis wifikm 
infiuh, begins thus : 

" As 

• I do not 6nd through 3II thefe foar volrtmes any other nam* 
for Him than that of Monfietir Bebtot. That dijcaion of our 
ElefledLoTiQ ought to be more i^ard&d. Be jzbI calltd if mss R^dU 
or FMbir, or Mifiir. Matr, iJiiii. S, 9, ic. 
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" As Goo is a God of order, To he carries- on in or- 
" der whatfoetrer he does, and never Eiegins any thin" 
'• in a foul but by an admirable condud and order, 
" If then there be any thing out of this order, either 
" the foul is nor under his government, or mixes fome- 
" thing o( fiifwkh his directions, and by fo doinf 
" diforders the divine operation, &c. 

A FRIEND of mine in Turk/hire, obferving the Note 
on St. Erasmus and St. Edme at the foot of page 2 jS* 
has fent me two cstrafls relative thereto, from a work 
in four large folio volumes in French, printed at Furis 
in 1715, entitled Les Via rit; Saints, &:c. Or in Englifli, 
SUe Lives of the Saints, collelied from iiihat is left msji 
fare and aulhenU'c in their biflory, &c. 

The faid EXTRACTS tranflated 

and abridged. 

" The church-of iimsi! joins St. Erasmus with the 
" holy martyrs Maecellinz and Peter in its public 
*' office for the fecond day of Jit»s. Bui at this day 
" ihsrtis little ef -certainty ahut him tn be had. He is 
" commonly called St. Elme or Sant Elmo, efpeci. 
" ally in Ttaly, Sitily, Spain and Portugal; it is 3 name 
" corrupted from Sant Ermo or Sant Eramo by the 
" failors of the mediterranean, where this Saint is iri- 
" voked againft ftorms, and other dangers of the fea. 

" St. Edme or Edmund was the fon of Edward 
" RtcH by Mabel his wife, born at Atinglen in Birl- 
" jhire. His parents were poor, yet lived in good re- 
*' putation ; his father, weary of the world, gave over 
" trade, retired (with the confentof his wife) into the 
" Monaftety of Kvejham in JVercefterJhirs, and there 
" devoutly ended his days. Mabil, having the 

" charge 
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" charge of the education of a great nutnber of chil- 
" drcn, continued with them like a Nun »n her own 
« houfe. Her faid fon Edmi'nd was well inclined -, 
" circumfpeclly guarding againft danger and fcandal. 
" dil"dainin°- to attend dances, or places of diverlion, 
" as fearino- to hazard the lofs of mnocence thereby, 

<t Among the converfions (through his means) 

" that which caufedthe greateft eclat, was of Wilijak 

•< Earl oiSalifbury. Some years after. Pope Grego- 

" RY IX. wanting to fill up the vacancy ot Primate, 
« or Archbirtiop of Canterhary, chole Edmund for \Kj 
" as the moft worthy fubjeftto be found m all England. 
" This was in the year 12 34. Edmund then took par- 
" tieular care to raife a fund for marrying young women 

" of little or no fortunes.. B\iC the genius of the 

" court, and the great men of the country, would not 
" allow him any long time to labour m peace. He 
" was much thwarted fay the King (Henry III.) and 
" the leading men of the realm. See Matt. Paris s 
*' hiftory of £K^/a»i. 

" Overpowered with grief in the conSderation of 
■' the evils or diforders of his church, he fell fick, and 
" was delivered by a happy death on the 16th of m-^ 
" vmkr 1241, which day is kept annually for this 
" Saint." 

I N recatd to the ineffable communications in 
nknce mentioned by M. Guios (Part 11. Chap. ,?cii., 
&c ) the reader may fee, and compare therewith, the 
account given in Bngknd of the excellencies of the 
fdcnt worfiiip of Almighty God, and fpintual com- 
munications therein, given in Barclay's Apology lor 
the people called Quakers. Propofition xi. Sect. vi. 
vii, viii, xii, xiii, &c. 

■ Is Regard to Madam Maintenon who fo' often 
recurs in the lives of Cameray and Guion, the 
reader may fee a large account of her in the GuaruM, 
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No. 4S, 47, 48. Arid about the Abbey or Seminary 
of St. Cyr* in &id No. 48. No. 46 fays of her, "Ne- 
" ver was iJierc an inftance of any favourite 'having 
" fo grcit a power over a Prince. None could obtain 
" the leaft favour, but by immediate application j» 
" hit." 

Vol- II. Canow, Page 102 and 163. A Dianitary in 
a Cathedral, bearing that name or title. 

Canoniss iSa. A woman who enjoys a prebend, or 
annual allowance appropriated by the foundation to 
maids, without obliging them to renounce the world, 
or to make any vows. 

Prebend, 65, laS, 163, properly Prebendary. One 
whti has a prebend, or ftipend allowed him out of 
the eftate of a Cathedral, far his fervice in eafing or 
affiiUngthe Bifliop therein. 

NoRBiRTiKES 151. St. NosEERT, founder of the 
Premonftrants, was born in the dutchy of C!eves In 
loSo, About the yeariiiShe fold his paternal 
eftate, gave it to the poor, refigncd all his prefer- 
ments, which before he had held, and travelled 
preaching freely from one town to another. The 
Pope approved of his condod J and it is faid he 
wrought miracles. St, Bernard gave him a foli- 
tary valley called Prmumtri whither he retired 
Anno Dom, 1120, where he founded an order for 
Monks t%l\td. Nsrienmes. He was afterwards made 
Archbifhop of Mugieiurg in tizj?, where he 
brought the Canons, though for fome time they 
mutinied, to his pitch of aufterities at laft. Here he 
died in 1134-, and was canonized, for a Saint, by 
pope Gn£GORy Xll. in 1582. 

* Si. Cyr, what Snint he was I do noi yet find, 



SoasowKE. The firft and mod confiderable College 
of the univerfuy of Paris, in which there are 63 col- 
leges in all, founded in the reign of St. Lewis by 
KoBERT SoR BONNE, which name is given to the 
whole nniverfity of Paris. 

Malta, 115. An Tfiand in the mediterranean, 60 
miles fouth of Cape Pajfara in Skii), of an ova! 
figore, 10 miles long and iz broad. The Empe- 
ror Charles V. gave it to the Knights of St. John 
of JerufaUm, after they had left Rhodes, which they 
defended 200 years, againft the power of 'furkey. 
And thefe Knights hold it ever fince, 

Trahsfikred, 184. Removed to another prifon. 

Louis d'or, 121, 149- 11 litres French, or 17 (hil- 
lings Englifli, 

M. DE Ch. 131. ? Moft probably the Dutehefs of 
DutchefsofC. 146, i Ckewiufe. 
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SUCH MATTERS 

A S A R E 

Moft remarkable in 

LADY GUION's Life, 

To be found in the following Pages. 

V O L. I. 



P A G E. 

HER inrerview witii the Queen of En'^'-? 
land, Conforr of King James II, ^'^I'S- 

i Her mother's character, lo, 13. 

Partiality to her brother, i 7, iS, jg, 20, 

Charitable difpofition, 30. 

Death, 58. 

JAccouncs of her good fifler, ij, 13,14, 15, 21, 28, 25. 
jHer death, 50. 

Her own marriage, 38, jg. 

Her taking a knife to cut out her tongue, 45. 

Her converfion, 60, 61, 62. 

Herfondnefs for romances, 35, 

Her quitting them, 44. 

Bidding farcwel to plays, Sec. 69. 

Behaviour of her waiting-? lio,Si,82, 106, 107,146, 

maid, &c. 5 147. 

Her meeting with one like a beggar on a bridge, 94. 
Of her and her children being ii;ized ivitli the? ^ 

fmallpos:, 5 

Of her bodily aiifterities, 25, 66, 67, isJ. 

Thepains fhe took to get to places of worlhip, 1 12, 113. 

Accounts 



( 379 ) 



PAOE, 
115. 
116. 

'57= 158,159- 
117. 

120, 180, iSj. 



Accounts of her eldeft fon. 

Of her Hulband and his mother. 

More of his mother, 

Ot F. LA Com HE and F, la Mothe, 

Her ads of charity, 

Death and charader of her father and > , „ _ , , r , , , 

her daughter, i 

Her internal privation, uS, 136, &c. 

Her coming out of it, lOo. 

Converfion of a governefs, J^O' 

^GesEVtEVE GaAKGES, S4,85,&c. 

■^Her death, 13^- 

Of lier Brother, «34. 

A malicious plot defeated by her, 135, 136- 

Of her prefervatior. from dangers in woods, &:c. 140. 
Her Hulband's la[l; illnefs and death, 141, 142, 143, &c. 
Geneva-, 164, 165, 171, 172, 173, 176, 1S5, &c. 

A confeflbr's remarkable anfwer toher at /"lirfj, 271. 
Of Dreams, _ \76^ h£- 

The change in her mothcrin law & waiting-maid, J7S. 
"What hundredfold (lie had, iS^- 

What llie propofed doing ac Gmevn, 1S5, iS-6. 

Summary of her fentiments, or doctrine 195. 

A confeliion in her favour, '9.^- 

Of Remifi Saints, viz. Usrula, Sec. ) 6 to ig. 

Francis de Sales, 25, S5, 228 to 236, 34.1. 

St. Frascis, <5o. 

Teresa, 68,199,10228, 237,238,309,313. 

Philothea* written by St. Francis dm Sales, 85, 231. 
Of jouinics attended with danger — To Oikansl g^ 

and Teuraw, _ _ ^ya' y • 

To her father on hearing of his illnefs, lid. 

Anotherwith her huftand, 131- 

To and from her brocher's marriage, 1 34- 

To GeiHVd and Gex, 449 ^° ^55- 

From formn through Genrjfi, *^: 

Ebb 2 Of 

* PiiiLOTHEA ufcd bj theaulhorin the feminini: gender, lh= 
lDve> or Iqver gf, Gdd. 
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Of pitfent and future purification, , - t^'^^' 

Her l.ttk daughter puts oi, her above joo croffw Zt 
She gn^es the new catbolicks all her mones', viz 1 ^^' 
9000 livres, > 249, 

Ofco™cation in 79., 254, (Vol. II. 55 to 60, g,. 

Her food rotten, Src. ^ j J 

What her daughter under^yent. 257, 2,8 

Her praflice ot poverty, ^'' , J 

Her 5^tf/i^, ^siifrtj, and ch£e>tce, ~A^' 

Of virions, extalies, &c. g^ s- !« 

Her dangerous fall from a horfc, ^; g^' '|^- 



VOL. 11. 

CHE refigtis her Gardenohle, &c, 
»J Of evil fpirits making her bed, and burftins? "' 
the paper laflies, ^5- 5, 

Of a beautiful girl, 6, 20. 27, ,4^, fg, 

iBooI.vres given to compjeat the furniture of a 7 

convent, {• •/ 

Cruelty of the fifters to her, ^ « 

Excited by a malicious Ecclefiaftic 

Difcourfe betwixt the Bifliop of Cemvn, and 7 ' ^ 

F. LA COMEE, f (2, 13, 

'Arbitraryftoppage of her letters, a ,c 

Predldion concerning the faid Bilhop, , * 

Calumnies fpread againft7 16, ,;, jS, 69, ,28, ^e}'. 

Of the Bifliop of Gmws's in-7 (Vol. I. zsS.l 21, =2 2- 
conilancy and duplicity, C la Ar,f..\,^ " 
Oftheapoftoliclife, ^ ^ 39=40,64,77. 

Of her filter, ^ ^^• 

K LA CoMBi! goes to ^s«/, thence to iiw,^°' ?!" fl" 
He returns, ' b 

The care of providence in her affairs %\ 39.' 

'she 
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{ 3St ) 
She writes her Treatife of tht Tmrinls, 41. 

OnF.LACoMBE(ap-l (Vol. I. 253> ^54, 159-14'' 
pointed her Direc- J- 42> 43i 51=71^ 72)73."'' 
ior) ' 125,12610178, 

On F. LA MoTHE, 1 5, 1 6-. S9> 54, 69, 1 29, 1 32, to iga 
Ofa goodNun much affliaed, &c. ^ 49- 

Her view of the woman in the Revelations, 01, 52 
Hofpitd at Gex, °3 

Near GtriioMe, &c. • 3 3 

Of theBilhopof f'*™^, 65! 72. 126 to J |2 

She lodges in a little hole on ftraw, 66 

Of the Marchionefs of Prutiai, 68, 7 1,72, S4, 1 1 3 to 127 
Two remarkable dreams, 7^) ^+ 

Her o-reat ferviccs about Gi-embk, &c. 85 to 114 

° „ . r > /■ ■ , 7 104, to 107, 109, to 
Her explications of the fcnptuie,^ 111,131. 

llttport sni eafi Methsi cf Prayer,! loy, loS, fee 15- 

printed, i 

Prediftions of a poor girl, 
A man and woman fent to confefs, 
5F. LA CoMEE lodged in the B/iJiik, 
■J^Transferred to Olemri, 
Her impnl'onment at St. Mary's, 
Moi-iKOE, ^481 I52j 

St. Qr, 

Attempt to poifon her. 
Of the Biliiop of Meaux, i gS, to 
She is imprifoned at Vincennes, 
Journey to Laitfiinne and back to Gex, 
Her remarkable journey by land and 

water from GrsnsMs to Vakect, Mar- 

feilles, Nice, Genoa, through a wood 

infefted with robbers, to Mxaitdria 

and to Ferceil, 
From Verceil to Pmr'u, 
From Paris to Menux, 
Of the Countefs of G. Diitche/s of M. and t 

other.5, drawn by M.'GuiOKfrom luxury y 212,213 

FINIS. 
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VOL. ir. 

30 For ever r^W never. 
1 not /ffff much. 

24 /"or thorns rfifli^ twelve ftars. 
5 it isB much, 
9 i^(?r write riWwrir. 
lall ftr hue J-Mi^ butt. 
tj ^ar lover I'e.s./laver, 
laltbut o^cFsT poapQndr^Wpoftpcne. 
13 fcrLA Combe rffli/LA iVtoTHE. 
1 2 ^ff?- btalitde rffljs' beatitude. 
30 /"iirporpofed fi'Wpropqied. 
12 Fffl*- like read zi, 

q i^or MaINTEKON rffli?'MlB AMIOK. 

ti /^cj-tnenorial reWmcmorJal. 
laft but one Far other r£^(/ others. 
7 /"ffrot her fiflf^ other. 

4 to /Off Kutch. 

g i^cr manfceni? j'ffflj mankind, 
a -^f^rnns a wandering allray. 
5 /^i^r hearkens rffl^ hearken. 
zZo foliar 2go, Sic. 

36 /"or Pa u X raadFA v l . 

5 .For large r^s^/ larger. 
30 Fer tMea reati thin. 



20 I ■^^'^ StiCOnd reaj Secondly, 

S /"or ejtamplarj «W exemplary. 

21 iSfflt/of hypocrify and Jefnitifm firll in favour. 

ing and then condemning hira, 
14 .For county r^rid' country. 
19 For Hocks r^flj^ flock's. 
3a fjrcommitedrfW committed. 
3S J'or prefering reW preferring', 
13 Rind Towards the end of iheyear J'og» 
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